
NEXT STOP, NEVADA
C I R C A  1 9 0 0

19
00

19
10

19
20

19
30

19
40

19
50

19
60

19
70

19
80

19
90

20
00

20
10

The Division of Museums and History is an agency of the  

Nevada Department of Cultural Affairs. The department is one of  

the most diverse and visible branches of Nevada state government,  

reaching out to all geographic areas of the state and providing a unique  

array of services to citizens of all ages, ethnicities and economic means.

East Ely Railroad Depot Museum

	 1100 Avenue A	

	 Ely, Nevada 89301	

	 Phone: (775) 289-1663	

	 Fax: (775) 289-1664

Nevada State Railroad Museum, Carson City

	 2180 South Carson Street	

	 Carson City, Nevada 89701	

	 Phone: (775) 687-6953	

	 Fax: (775) 687-8294

Nevada State Railroad Museum, Boulder City

Please call for the excursion train schedule and fares	

	 601 Yucca Street	

	 Boulder City, Nevada 89005	

	 Phone: (702) 486-5933	

	 Fax: (702) 486-5901

Visit our Web sites at 	

Museums.TravelNevada.com and NevadaCulture.org

East Ely Railroad Depot Museum

A step into the East Ely Railroad Depot Museum is a step 

back in time. It is located within one of the nation’s most 	

complete historic railroad yards.

The East Ely Railroad Depot Museum is a lasting tribute 	

to the area’s proud railroad and mining heritage. The 	

museum experience focuses on the important role of the 

Nevada Northern Railway during a massive mining and 

transportation boom in eastern Nevada at the beginning 	

of the 20th century.

Walk through waiting rooms, baggage storage and offices 

used by one of the nation’s most important railroads. 	

The depot has been restored to its 1907 appearance, 	

including original furniture and “state-of-the-art” 	

office equipment such as a typewriter and an original 	

mimeograph machine.

Researchers find the museum’s vast document collection 	

a great help, which contains thousands of documents 	

ranging from payroll ledgers to original right-of-way maps 

that represent the history of the Nevada Northern Railway.

M O R E  I N F O R M AT I O N

D ivisi   o n  o f  M use  u ms and       H ist o ry   – 	
N evada    D epartment         o f  C u lt u ra  l  A ffair    S

800.NEVADA.8   Museums.TravelNevada.com

nevada STATE 
RAILROAD MUSEUMS



Nevada State Railroad Museum,  

Carson City

The rich railroading heritage of northern Nevada lives 	

on at the Nevada State Railroad Museum in Carson City. 	

An extraordinary collection of railroad equipment, 	

artifacts and related exhibits portray how the railroad 	

transformed a hostile frontier territory into an essential 

contributor to the growing nation in the late 19th and early 

20th centuries. Visitors can learn about the important role 

played by the world-famous Virginia & Truckee Railroad in 

obtaining Nevada’s distinction as the “Silver State.” 

From mountains of silver to the silver screen, the railroad 

cars and locomotives on display at the museum have a 	

rich and colorful history. The museum’s signature piece is 

the magnificent Inyo, one of the oldest operating steam 

locomotives in the United States. It became a star in 	

Hollywood, appearing in 29 movies and starring in the 	

Wild, Wild West television series.

Enjoy rides aboard restored V&T railcars or the 1926 Edwards 

motorcar on weekends from May through September. Once 

a year, the Inyo is fired up and brought out on the tracks as 

part of the museum’s annual Independence Day celebration.

Nevada State Railroad Museum, 

Boulder City

The Nevada State Railroad Museum, Boulder City, 	

preserves the heritage of the historic Boulder Branch 

Line, commissioned by the Union Pacific Railroad in 1931 

to haul equipment and material needed to construct the 

Hoover Dam.

The museum currently operates an excursion train on 	

the original railroad line laid down by the Union Pacific. 

This unique Las Vegas area attraction takes visitors on a 

trip along the tracks of southern Nevada’s colorful past 

aboard refurbished and air-conditioned Pullman Coaches 

dating back to 1911.  

The scenic seven-mile round trip travels along the eastern 

end of the Boulder Branch Line and lasts approximately 

45 minutes. Passengers can take in gorgeous views of 	

the sprawling El Dorado Valley, McCullough and River 	

mountain ranges, and Mojave Desert plant life and 	

cacti along the route.
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Nevada’s fabled 	

railroads and 	

locomotives were 	

Hollywood icons. 	

Built boomtowns 	

overnight. And 	

almost single-	

handedly won the 	

Wild West. Their 	

unforgettable story 

lives on in Nevada’s 	

three fascinating 	

railroad museums.

railroad         museums     

three fascinating

19
00

19
10

19
20

19
30

19
40

19
50

19
60

19
70

19
80

19
90

20
00

20
10



D i v is io n  o f  M us e u ms  a n d  H is to r y  –  
N e va da  D e pa r t m e n t  o f  C u lt u r a l  A f fa i r S

The Division of Museums and History is an agency of the  

Nevada Department of Cultural Affairs. The department is one of  

the most diverse and visible branches of Nevada state government,  

reaching out to all geographic areas of the state and providing a unique  

array of services to citizens of all ages, ethnicities and economic means.

Nevada State Museum, Las Vegas
	 700 Twin Lakes Drive 
	L as Vegas, Nevada 89107 
	P hone: (702) 486-5205 
	F ax: (702) 486-5172 
	

Lost City Museum, Overton
	 721 South Moapa Valley Boulevard 
	O verton, Nevada 89040 
	P hone: (702) 397-2193 
	F ax: (702) 397-8987 
	

Nevada State Railroad Museum, Boulder City
Please call for the excursion train schedule and fares 
	 601 Yucca Street 
	 Boulder City, Nevada 89005 
	P hone: (702) 486-5933 
	F ax: (702) 486-5901

800.NEVADA.8   Museums.TravelNevada.com

Visit our Web sites at  

Museums.TravelNevada.com and NevadaCulture.org

Nevada State Museum, Las Vegas

Las Vegas is a place of startling contrasts. Though it  

is located in one of the hottest and driest parts of  

North America, the city developed into an international 

phenomenon. You can learn the real story of Las Vegas  

at the Nevada State Museum. The exhibit galleries feature 

its birth as a small railroad town and also its remarkable 

growth, powered by such technological marvels as  

Hoover Dam and the Nevada Test Site. From gambling to 

neon to Howard Hughes to showgirls, Las Vegas captured 

the world’s imagination.

Also learn about the natural history of southern Nevada;  

see ancient mammoths, sloths, horses and the wide variety 

of life that the Mojave Desert supports. The museum’s  

research library documents state and local history and  

maintains a large photograph collection. The gift shop 

features a variety of Native American jewelry, photographs, 

books and children’s items. Meeting rooms can be reserved 

for business groups, social organizations and receptions.

In 2009 the museum is relocating to the Springs Preserve, 

one of the premier educational and cultural attractions in 

the Las Vegas area.

M O R E  I N F O R M AT I O N

TRAVEL  15,000  YEARS
IN JUST  A  FEW HOURS

the museums of 
southern Nevada
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Lost City Museum, Overton

The story of the long-lived and rich civilization buried 

beneath the Mojave Desert sand is unearthed in meticulous 

detail at the Lost City Museum. The artifacts within tell 

the narrative of people who traveled through and lived in 

southern Nevada for centuries. Archaeologists have worked 

tirelessly for decades to uncover and study these pieces of 

the past to give us a glimpse of what life was like for the 

early inhabitants of the hot, dry Mojave Desert.

The museum is located on an actual prehistoric site of 

Ancestral Puebloan Indians who first populated southern 

Nevada beginning about 300 B.C. On display are an  

excavated pit house and reconstructed Puebloan houses.  

Lost City Museum offers year-round programs, featuring  

Kids Day, Native American Day, exhibit openings and  

archaeological tours.

Nevada State Railroad Museum, 
Boulder City

The Nevada State Railroad Museum, Boulder City,  

preserves the heritage of the historic Boulder Branch 

Line, commissioned by the Union Pacific Railroad in 1931 

to haul equipment and material needed to construct the 

Hoover Dam.

The museum currently operates an excursion train on  

the original railroad line laid down by the Union Pacific. 

This unique Las Vegas area attraction takes visitors on a 

trip along the tracks of southern Nevada’s colorful past 

aboard refurbished and air-conditioned Pullman Coaches 

dating back to 1911.  

The scenic seven-mile round trip travels along the eastern 

end of the Boulder Branch Line and lasts approximately 

45 minutes. Passengers can take in gorgeous views of  

the sprawling El Dorado Valley, McCullough and River  

mountain ranges, and Mojave Desert plant life and  

cacti along the route.

The stomping grounds  

of prehistoric giants,  

workhorse steam  

locomotives and flashy  

showgirls, Nevada’s  

southern reaches have  

been a hotspot since  

the beginning of time.  

And thanks to southern 

Nevada’s dazzling museums, 

its legacy shines brighter 

than ever before.

D A Z Z L I N G  museums     

SOUTHERN NEVADA’S
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D i v is io n  o f  M us e u ms  a n d  H is to r y  –  
N e va da  D e pa r t m e n t  o f  C u lt u r a l  A f fa i r S

The Division of Museums and History is an agency of the  

Nevada Department of Cultural Affairs. The department is one of  

the most diverse and visible branches of Nevada state government,  

reaching out to all geographic areas of the state and providing a unique  

array of services to citizens of all ages, ethnicities and economic means.

Nevada State Museum, CARSON CITY
	 600 North Carson Street 
	 Carson City, Nevada 89701-4004 
	P hone: (775) 687-4810 
	F ax: (775) 687-4168 
	

Nevada Historical Society, Reno
	 1650 North Virginia Street 
	R eno, Nevada 89503 
	P hone: (775) 688-1190 
	F ax: (775) 688-2917 
	

Nevada State Railroad Museum, CARSON CITY
	 2180 South Carson Street 
	 Carson City, Nevada 89701 
	P hone: (775) 687-6953 
	F ax: (775) 687-8294

East Ely Railroad Depot Museum
	 1100 Avenue A 
	E ly, Nevada 89301 
	P hone: (775) 289-1663 
	F ax: (775) 289-1664

Comstock History Center, Virginia CITY
	 20 North E Street 
	V irginia City, Nevada 
	P hone: (775) 847-0281

800.NEVADA.8   Museums.TravelNevada.com

Visit our Web sites at  

Museums.TravelNevada.com and NevadaCulture.org

M O R E  I N F O R M AT I O N

TRAVEL  15,000  YEARS
IN JUST  A  FEW HOURS

the museums of 
northern NEVADA

Take an extraordinary 

tour of northern  

Nevada’s surprisingly 

rich past at its  

surprisingly rich  

museums. You’ll run  

into everything from  

intricately woven  

American Indian baskets 

to superstar Wild West 

trains to ice age fossils.

M A G N I F I C E N T  museums     

NORTHERN NEVADA’S
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Nevada State Museum, CARSON CITY

Celebrate Nevada’s natural and cultural heritage at the 

Nevada State Museum located at the historic Carson City 

Mint. Twenty galleries of one-of-a-kind exhibits showcasing 

diverse collections tell the fascinating Silver State story.

Learn about the state’s dynamic geologic story in the 

exhibit “Nevada’s Changing Earth.” Get to know unique 

plants and animals including America’s largest exhibited 

Columbian mammoth, discovered in the Black Rock Desert. 

Connect with Nevada’s American Indian heritage through 

intricately woven baskets and 10,000-year-old artifacts 

in the “Under One Sky” exhibit. Explore an underground 

mine, ghost town and a timeline of Nevada’s history where 

treasured icons such as the USS Nevada Silver Service and 

the G.S. Garcia Saddle are revealed. See the Mint’s original 

Coin Press No. 1 and the famous Carson City “CC” mintmark 

silver dollars.

Shop the Museum Store for a wide selection of Nevada 

books and gifts.
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Nevada Historical Society, Reno

For more than 10,000 years, people have carved a life  

here out of the hard, rugged Nevada terrain. From boom to 

bust, their stories are preserved at the Nevada Historical 

Society in Reno.

Lives and lifestyles of the region’s native peoples,  

first explorers, settlers, miners, ranchers, lawmen,  

legislators, entertainers, business leaders and those  

who sought fortune at the hands of Lady Luck unfold in  

Nevada’s oldest state museum. Exhibits detail some of  

the unmatched technological wonders created to tame  

this wild land.

The Shepperson Gallery features five interpretive areas  

containing permanent exhibits that tell the compelling 

stories of how people have lived, worked and played in 

Nevada from the earliest times to the present.

And history is at your fingertips in the Nevada Historical 

Society’s research library, which offers one of the most 

extensive photographic and research collections in 

the West. The library is a major repository of books, 

manuscripts, photographs, maps, pamphlets, newspapers, 

serials, films and ephemera that document the Silver 

State’s rich history.

Nevada State Railroad Museum, CARSON CITY

The rich railroading heritage of northern Nevada lives  

on at the Nevada State Railroad Museum in Carson City.  

An extraordinary collection of railroad equipment, artifacts 

and related exhibits portray how the railroad transformed  

a hostile frontier territory into an essential contributor  

to the growing nation in the late 19th and early 20th  

centuries. Visitors can learn about the important role  

played by the world-famous Virginia & Truckee Railroad  

in obtaining Nevada’s distinction as the “Silver State.” 

From mountains of silver to the silver screen, the railroad 

cars and locomotives on display at the museum have a  

rich and colorful history. The museum’s signature piece  

is the magnificent Inyo, one of the oldest operating 

steam locomotives in the United States. It became a star in  

Hollywood, appearing in 29 movies and starring in the  

Wild, Wild West television series.

Enjoy rides aboard restored V&T railcars or the  

1926 Edwards motorcar on weekends from May through  

September. Once a year, the Inyo is fired up and brought 

out on the tracks as part of the museum’s annual  

Independence Day celebration.

East Ely Railroad Depot Museum

A step into the East Ely Railroad Depot Museum is a step 

back in time. Located within one of the nation’s most  

complete historic railroad yards, the depot has been  

restored to its original 1907 appearance.

The East Ely Railroad Depot Museum is a lasting tribute  

to the area’s proud railroad and mining heritage. The  

museum experience focuses on the important role of the 

Nevada Northern Railway during a massive mining and 

transportation boom in eastern Nevada at the beginning  

of the 20th century.

Walk through waiting rooms, baggage storage and offices 

used by one of the nation’s most important railroads. The 

Depot has been restored to its 1907 appearance, including 

original furniture and “state-of-the-art” office equipment 

such as a typewriter and an original mimeograph machine.

Researchers find the museum’s vast document collection  

a great help, which contains thousands of documents  

ranging from payroll ledgers to original right of way maps 

that represent the history of the Nevada Northern Railway.

Comstock History Center, Virginia CITY

The Comstock History Center houses the recently  

relocated Virginia & Truckee Railroad engine #18,  

the Dayton. It is also home to the Comstock Historic 

District Commission and its non-circulating reference 

library. The building includes meeting space, traveling  

exhibits, and a room for archaeological analysis and  

curation of Comstock resources.

The Comstock History Center enriches the experience  

of the millions of tourists who make their way to the  

Comstock. The building itself is a testament to the history 

of Virginia City and takes its design from railroad and  

mining structures that once stood nearby.
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