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Nevada 

discovers 

county 

Rightl or wrongl ,Lincoln ounty, in the 
outh a t corn r of J vada, ha long been con­
id red b numb r of it chip-on-the- hould r 

citizen to be the t p hild of it legal parent, the 
tate power that b ,up ar on ity way. "Th y 

don't know we e it," wa th common talk among 
the idewalk philo ph r and other folk fr m 
arly day and on. One mu t a k th why of u h 

a lop id d ituation. 
The great di tan from ar on ity and Ren 

to the truggling c mmuniti of Lincoln ounty in 
the earl day of dirt and chuckhol road and 
hor -drawn vehicle made it no Ie than hazard­
ou for up tat 1'5 to l' a h u . It meant a thr - or 
four-day trip through d ert and, un and age­
bru h with practi all no top for r fr hm nt 
or lodging. late a the earl 1920' it i r lated 
that a c rtain pol itician making th trip in a F rd 
with a Lincoln ount man, remark d, "Thi 1-

the long t d ~ .... __ ..... road I v r exp t to e 1" 

aid hi driver, "It tak a d_____ _____ long road t 
o-et to wh re y u want to go in Lin oln ount, ." 

11 of which, rna now chalk up a the main rea­
on Lincoln ount wa ometime verlooked and 
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po ibly light d in tho earl da befor and 
aft r tatehood. People you n v r hear or 
who are therefore not known per onally, ar 
n glected. 

, and 
a ily 

The picture ha changed within the la t 25 year . 
Tran contin ntal highway, modern automobil , 
tat wid telegraph and tel phone lin plu radio 

n tworks have ea ed tran portation and communica-
tion between north and outh evada. journe 
from Lincoln to Wa ho or rm by ounti that 
in 1864 took da to a c mpli h can now be neg -
tiat d in i or v n hours, depending on your 
id a of peed limi . Lincoln ounty i now, ithin 
hailing di tan e of h r iter countie . 

ith thi change made permanent, Lincoln 
ounty, now in h r 90's, i making use of orne 

fre h new "cosmetics" to attract the admiring 
attention of " uitor " in oth r vada area and 
out id tate. Th o-call d " 0 meti '" ar th 
proj ct being u d to adv rti 
the alient haml r of 
nerg ti ervic organizati n . 

1 he e boo ler are briefing m mb r~ and ther 
alert citizen on how b 1 to go out of their way to 



LOOK 
By Hazel Baker Denton 

Relics of Lincoln County's minong post­
these old buildings stand at Delamar, one 
of the state's most interesting ghast tawns. 

be ordia l, and lo leave a 111 morable impre ion of 
and il p opt on hort- lop ov mighl 

ali nle' n wiy organized Chamb r of 
olllm rce u eum and Bur au of Touri t Infor-

mali n alch the e e and inl r t of motori l 
who pall lo eat or r t at our road ide park . 

r -c unlry freighl-lin lru k driver who low 
down al lam, ali nt or Pio h for their n on 
0[' evcninO' III al , and . mail 1 rk who e ov r­
ni!;ht nd-of-lh -run fr III b lh all Lake and Lo 
Allg I i ali nle, pI' ad lh word of the count ' . 
ordi alily and it xc \lenl re laurant, hotel and 

mol I ['vice. The De r Hunl r pike amp al 

Author HAZEL BAKER DE TO is a long-time 
resident of Nevada where she is well known for 
her work in civic, education and dub groups. he 
recently served as Assemblywoman from Lincoln 
County and is the author of a book of poems, 
I,.oning Day, published cwo years ago. 
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Pictured here and an the front cover are 
the colarful columns of Cathedral Gorg e. 



alient , no\ an annuall in titut d hamb r proj· 
e t. i making fri nd and in rea ing bu in for 
Lin oln ount. 

Il of th above g tur , f r I y and informall 
O'iven, rna r dited with pr adinO' th new 
of Lincoln de irabl advantag . 
The are g iving lin and look f an 

ntirel n w mod I for mall communiti . In thi 
end avor we ar al 0 being wid Iy a i t d b 
up tat ag n i th D partment of E nomi 
o v lopment ; th D partment of tat Park and 
Re rational rea ; and th I vada tate Highwa 
o partm nt. In lhi mu t not 
f rO' t th valuabl 

th 

our ount ar 
tion i promoting. 

Briefly, w may Ii t Lin oln ounty' ut tand · 
ing advantag und r four hading : 

DE JR BLE E R·R ID LIi T · 

I am no 10 r of tati tic. I am not going 
\ rite tati ti all of Lincoln ounty' ea on to 
ea on temp rature nor of it humidit or la k of 
am . I have liv d in ali nte Lin oln ount, 
in 1916 and pr tt well knO\ it year.round Ii· 

mate. peaking of 1916, I rememb r w had a long 
and lovely autumn up to hri tma . ve, but on 
that ev ning now began to fall in the lat aft r· 
n on and ontinued all niO'ht. It usher d in one of 
th old t \ int r Lin oln ount ha ever had. 
But even ,all f Pahranagat alley, in luding 

lamo and Hiko, peri n d only a faint how of 
the white ble ing that ear. That lu h vall I 

notably a emitr pi al ar a. There ar n't man 
wint r wh n th tree don't tay green until lat 
D cemb r' and it thick gr \ ing vegetation and 

th warm, w t e aporation of 
and tream , r main gr n 

Pi he, bein a a thou and feet or more high r 
than aliente, rate a I t of now and fre z ·up 
during Decemb r , Januar and Februar . Pioch 
folk. however, 10 to blame it on Whit Pin 

unty. "Th cold wind coming out of Iy," they 
ay with t ngue in ch k! 

ali nte, lying bet\ n lamo and Pio h 
higher than lamo, but low r than Pio h thu 
borne th m dian in t mperature between th 
tl 0 0 that wean eri u I t II p ople, ho inquir 

ali nte umm r da y ar hot, but n ver a hot 
at La ega or Pahranagat all y; that a oon 
a the un dr p ut of ight, th well ·known and 
w I me de rt br z take u throu O'h an nviabl e 
umm r night, at the mall nd of whi h w lind 
ur Iv parrinO' ab ut for an available blanket. 

We can al 0 a that ur winter are mild- n v r 
a old a Pio he nor a warml pleasant a La 

ga or Pahranagat. Wi h I ould pro laim that 
th red line never g ls down to 32, but it doe on 

a ion, without now. 
etting back to tati ti - a I hav point d out. 

th y are not for me, but m m mory ha re ord d 
the f w tough winter we ha e had. ft r the 1 1 
d al Lin oln ount had ther like unto it in 
19 7, 1949 and 1955. Th r for , it i my b Ii f 
another one rna not h w u it long, cold and 
di mal fa e until ab ut 19 I - and now m tongu 
i inmyche k! 

However, from thi over·all information I think 
you mu t agree with m that Lincoln ount ' 

earl climat i d irabl mild" hich i 

a t and w t, it m dern 
fin fa iliti and prof . 

umm r 
of it 

pring, it con· 
night , and th 
p opl are all 



Cathedral Gorge is aptly named as 
demonstrated by this view into one 
of the " a isles" off the canyon floor . 

Cathedral Gorge is only a short 
distance west of Route U. S. 93. 
Left, canyon and walls to the south. 
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advantage that h Ip to hort n an on' I ngth n­
ing hadow. 

B 
I am n beLler a g ologi t than tatl tICian, but 

I'll wager any u h ienti t would ay Lin oln 
ounty i young a geological age go, for it i 

high and mountainou with mountain that are not 
ju t rolling hill. Pio h lie am ng pr ciou metal­
impregnated mountain om f which ar b au­
tifull timbered with pinyon pin and juniper. 

ali nt i locat d in a one-tim green and pring­
dotted m adow, cirel d , ith a chain of rock-bound 
r d hill , p ak and pi ture que can on . Famou 
old Iri h Mountain with it uncount d ilver- and 
lead-b aring range loom up w t f Hiko where 
the YZ Trail, Route 25, take olT to the right of 

. 93 on it wa to our high-mountain (700 
f t) tung ten mining town, Tempiute, which now 
ha appro imately 600 p ople. The min are 100 
p rent a tive in both minin O" and hipping th ore. 
n miner ,ith nit d tate t I are unioniz d. 

Iri h Mountain i famou hi tori ally for the old 
amp of Logan and Friburg, who e ri h il r- and 

I ad-b aring ore' a min d from th Illinoi and 
ther laim and haul d d wn to the mill at Hiko 

f r pro e ing. Mangane e ha now b n found in 
th Iri h Mountain t rrain and i currently being 
tock d at ombined Metal R du tion ompany at 
a lton. 

R AJ ' 8 W 

W t out of an on- kn wn 
ellow and pink 
an ient Indian 
through wh ich 

a wift pa au 
d wn ga - i kn \ n a one of 
th W t' mo t gorg ou of Natur ' color di plays 
and intriguing formation . t on point, parallel 
to a h id of th . P right- f-wa , th enery­
mind d train trav I r pr hi fa e against the 
windo, gla in a vain end avor to e timat the 
h ight of th mo th , bla k p rp ndicular tone 
pillar kn wn a the Bla k 1 arr \ . 

Highway . 93 northw t out of alient 
through e\ man an on unfold a lab rinthian 
bo canyon of pink and white lim and and tone 
lilT, grote quely formed, with prinkling of 

what my childhood tach r call ed pudding ton. 
higher ummit ar r a h d th view chang 

t round d mountain top pi ntifully covered with 
th ar en lovel ine f j unip r and pinyon for­
e t ; and a th di tan toward Pahranagat aIle 
i d rea d, th altitud lower to bring into vi \ 
the forbidding Jo hua For t. Th e tre , a th 

ome of th la t urVlvor of the 
ob r th ir futuri ti c 

hap and nonconf rmi t p and wond r if it 
wa from the like of th e that Modern Art wa 



Not for from deserted Delamar is the old 
cemetery with its many min ers' groves. 

Tilted canyon walls, pleasant groves of trees, flash ­
ing streams- all to be seen at Beaver Dam Park. 
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conceived. However , if you ee these trees at a 
certain time in early spring yo u will be delighted 
and amazed with their huge, velvety, creamy-white 
bl o oms with their overpowering fragrance and 
yo u forget the ugly spiked branches that brought 
such beauty into being. Hereabouts, there is a turn­
off road to the ghost town of Delamar, along which 
the Jo hua tree become noticeably larger and 
more numerou . 

The great ice-age glacier, tumbling its huge and 
well -rounded boulders about, must have decided 
to call it a day when it arrived at the entrance to 
P ahranagat Valley. Either that or the erosive 
waters of the Pacific Ocean must account for the 
staggering mounds of gigantic " pebble" depo ited 
where our modern ribbon of oil and concrete turns 
to give you your fir t glimpse of the green valley 
beyond which is Pahranagat- the valley where 
crystal-clear warm spring tempt the car-tired 
traveler to top for an outdoor swim. ontinuing 
outh pa tAlamo, U. _ 93 take you pa t two 

calm and clear waterfowl lakes. From these to the 
Clark County line is desert country, beautiful at 
interval each pring with rainbow tinted blankets 
of wild flowers_ 

Barren land in Lincoln County is at minimum 
proportion. The area between Alamo and the 
J 0 hua Forest i d sert a is another stretch, known 
a Delamar Flat, en ountered farther north toward 

aliente. What was once desert country on the 
approa h to Panaca i now quite generall y being 
made useful as alfalfa and other farm and garden 
a reage. Here, water can be found almo t anywhere 
by drilling. 

Altitude climb with your car toward Pioche, 
where once again the mountains are forested, and 
if you take U. . 93 along its old "high road" into 
Pioche you get a breathtaking panoramic view of 
the few-miles distant Eagle, Clover, pring and 
Ro e Valley land. The village of Ursine peacefull y 
hug itself among tree-lined tr et , Aowing 
prings, rock-bound ravines, fruit orchards and 

well cultivated farms. Cattle ranche dot the ur­
rounding areas. Throughout these valleys the 
ranchers will tell you that deer often come down 
from the higher levels into the village yard for 
winter sustenance. In that vicinity rancher have 
to shoo the gentle animals out of gardens and 
field , except during the deer eason when they 
keep their shooting iron in a handy corner of the 
kitchen or back porch. Route 25 leading east from 
Panaca curve through many mile of one of 

evada's most beautiful ational Fore t . It 
reaches to within a few miles of Modena, tah. 
Torth of Pioche, toward Geiser Ranch on the road 

to Ely, additional juniper and pinyon pine land 
extend for everal miles along each side of the 
highway a well as for considerable di tances ea t 
and west within Lincoln County boundaries. 



As scenic as it is isolated, Beaver 
Dam State Pork abounds in good 
fishing streams such as th is one. 

ollling h) rail frolll Ltah into Calient thr ug;h 
III nin railroad tunnel of Ea,.,t an)on, th train 

\\ ind \\ re\ eal hig;h mountain,., \\ hose beaut i 
enhan d b th bright red coloring f their rugg d. 
perp ndi ular peak and lilT~. I k· tre\\n 1'ayin 
ar m 11 \\ed \\ ith mall group of tr s and long­
sulTrring "hrubhery, for \\ at r i. . care on th 
.1 p. in t r nO \\ 8 or rain heg;et . tr t h 
"ild [J "r for th early pring month. Big; 

pring, ,\hi h tumhl 8 out of th ro k r i . 
for 12 111 nth of the year near th lIn railr ad 
,., tion hous , f cds \T ado\\ Vall) r k t giy 
r i lents of th anyon \\ ater f r ummer gard n-
in« on miniatur pot" of fer-til . 1 ,I oil at the 
bottom of anyon g;orge. t ,re tlin 1I111milo 
ahO\ th an on. the altitlld la \,.;-, onl 10 reet of 

fra hing a O·f ot I \e1. lIr out·of·stat friend" 
\\ho think f ,ala a,., heing entirely d 8e1't should 
ta ke a hird,.,· )e 10 k at Lincoln QUilt). 

Tn th ount ' 

man) p opl from 
familiar \\ ith th 

a.h . athedral \ n , R 'an 
(Kersh3\\ tat an on, R bbers' 
) oslo and th n \\ ahandon d DlIla. Eli t, 1ar­
rig r. and IT nri Ranches. Th se ran h ,.,. all within 
thr onl1nr;, of Rainbow anyon, haye n yer be n 



officially made recreation spots, yet they provide 
level, well·shaded picnic retreats for those who like 
to brew their coffee and cook over a camp fire. The 
Meadow Valley stream, all the way from Big 
Springs at Islen, flows crystal clear over its age.old 
pebbles for 10 months of the year with just enough 
water to provide the youngsters of a party with 
the fun of wading. However, during July and Aug. 
ust when there is a sudden cloudburst, the stream 
becomes an angry torrent of muddy corruption, 
fighting its way past Caliente, through Rainbow 
and on to join the waters of its sister streams, the 
Virgin and Muddy, in Clark County. With the 
possible exception of these two months, an undis· 
turbed and delightful interlude can be yours at 
almost any spot in the one· time Rainbow Canyon 
Ranch areas. Robbers' Roost, about 15 miles down 
the canyon from Caliente, is attracting attention 
from an historical angle. A fairly good ungraded 
road will take you as far as you care to test your 
driving skill-as far as Las Vegas if you are so 
minded. 

CATHEDRAL GORGE 

Governor James Scrugham was the first of 
Nevada's chief executives to take a second look at 
Lincoln County. But before his time the "Panaca 
Gulch" was known and used as a picnic ground by 
Lincoln County people who, unashamed, called it 
a "gulch." Then it came about that Mrs. Al Godbe, 
who with her husband lived during the early 'teens 
of the century at the Black Prince mine (now 
Caselton), was an able equestrienne. She loved to 
ride the hills in search of scenic spots. She had 
heard about the "gulch," wanted to see it and did­
horseback. Husband AI, also on horseback, went 
along to guide her through its spooky, far echoing 
formations. 

"It's breathtaking; beautiful beyond compare," 
she exclaimed, "and they. call it a 'gulch'! It's one 
of God's own Cathedrals-I shall think of it as 
'Cathedral Gorge.' " 

The distinction between "gulch" and "gorge" 
gradually penetrated the thinking of Lincoln County 
citizens to bring about a fuller appreciation of the 
"gulch's" majestic beauty. Governor Scrugham 
became interested in the unusual attraction and 
promoted its dedication as a State Park with a 
rather spectacular Lincoln County Pageant at the 
entrance of the newly named Cathedral Gorge. 
Since that time it has been well advertised as such. 
It is easily viewed from a lookout tower at a turn· 
off on Highway U. S. 93 a few miles north of the 
Y·Station west of Panaca. To explore it from the 
bottom level a well· maintained road takes you 
through to its innermost towers and caves. Tables 
and barbecue stoves have been provided for use 
of tourists or groups of picnickers. "A Bryce Can· 
yon in miniature," is the comment of many who 
drive through just to enjoy its silent grandeur. 
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RYAN STATE (KERSHAW) PARK 

It lies three miles southwest of Caliente; it has 
been the most popular family recreation ground 
since the 1930's when President Roosevelt's C.C.C. 
men dressed it up with stationary tables, rock 
masonry barbecue stoves and built a children's 
wading pool to catch the water from an ever· flowing 
spring that gushes out of one side of a wild grape· 
vine·covered cliff. Water was piped to several points 
near. the tables, a caretaker's cabin built, necessary 
rest rooms and garbage pits installed, and the road 
into the little oak and cottonwood forest improved 
to a degree that has made it easily passable. 

The history of Kershaw goes back to the 1870's 
when the only white settlers near what is now Cali· 
ente were ranchers who found a market for their 
hay, beef and garden produce in the new boom 
town of Pioche. Such was the Kershaw family who 
in 1870 came from California and settled in the 
secluded canyon which bears their name. They were 
Samuel and Amity Kershaw and their daughter 
Betty McGuffey Kershaw who married one George 
Latimer and moved to Las Vegas in 1903. In the 
canyon the family found an abundance of wild 
grape vines clinging to trees and cliffs. They planted 
pear, peach and plum trees and raised fine garden 
vegetables. Other owners farmed the Kershaw place 
in later years. In 1883 a school was opened for the 
children from surrounding ranches. Its teacher was 
a man past 80 by the name of Sparks who didn't 
propose to deny himself the pleasure of his chew· 
ing tobacco. His pupils were quick to see that he 
chewed almost constantly each day and they also 
noticed that he "never spit out the juice" (quoting 
the gentleman who was a pupil) Finally one of the 
curious boys who could no longer stand the uncer· 
tainty made so bold as to ask him why. Mr. Sparks 
was a man of many years but few words. He replied, 
"I like tobacco juice. I swaller it." And that was 
that. Other teachers known to have taught there 
were a Miss Mamie Clinton and Miss Alice Dono· 
hue. 

The last owners of the little park were Mr. and 
Mrs. James Ryan of Caliente who in the 1930's 
generously donated it for use as a recreation area 
in Lincoln County, hence the name Ryan State 
Park has been used from the time it was so desig. 
nated by the State. In 1938 the American Legion 
and their Auxiliaries (Caliente and Pioche units) 
and other civic· minded citizens sponsored the build· 
ing of a stone monument with a dedicatory metal 
plate inscribed to Mr. and Mrs. Ryan. Stones used 
for the memorial obelisk were gathered from Lin· 
coIn County mines and prospect locations. Some 
were sent from faraway mining areas in other 
states. Many of the stones are highly valuable pieces 
of ore--one such gold.silver ore sample sent down 
from Pioche by Mr. Leonard Thomas is said to 
have assayed at $900 per ton. Several pieces of 



Rising impressively above the narrow 
canyon entrance to Kershow- Ryan 
State Pork is th is ston e Ind ian guard. 

highl olor d quarlz-b aring re w r broughl 
from th Iri h Mountain di lri l ; and th corner-
l n of the Delamar po t !Ii \ a haul d from 

th famou old to\ n to b laid a th corner Lon 
f th R an Memorial. 

BE VER DA I 

Bar Dam i in a h avil timb red canyo n 
about 35 mile over a count road from the Bar­
ela turnoff north of alient . The turn ha re ntl y 
b n well ianed b tate Park offi ial who have 
letter d it Bea er am tat Park- ild rn 

rea. Th dam wa built b b aver, u ceeding 
g neralion of which are till th r . Th mad th 
area th ir habitat b dammin "" up th fl ow of 
pring and tream ming in from b yond the 

Lin oln ounl - tah boundar lin. Th pIa e i 
r ' and fi h rmen ' para· 

1 0, it ha overton of arI Lin oln oun ty 
hi tor . 

Indication ar that 
dro into th area b 

b am 

and 

b 

II 

lat r mov d into lh Eagl Vall 
Hamblin and ro\ famili af 
lh . It i \ ell kn \ n al 0, 

lh M unlain I adO\ Ma a r 

me 
member of 

Klin (Y n~mith took r fu ge in thi a lern 
Lin oln ounty, pre umabl to ap puni hment 
and I ive down hi part in th lraa d . He ' holed 
up ' for con iderable time at what \ a known a 
Dut h Flat north of ali nt ab ve th ook 
ran h . Hower, he n.nall came out of hidin a, 
mad nta t , ith rancher and oth r newly arriv­
in "" in Pana a and Pio h and to , hom h intro­
du d him elf a mith. It i not r orded what 
kind of a t r h told to account for hi s h rmit 
xi l n , but it mu t ha b na g od one f r 

year later he wa el t d h riff of Lin In 
oUllly- ' heriff mith." 

The pa t f w y ar d velop d al 
touri l inlere t in lh ,1I-pr rved 
Ov 11 a few mile a t of Pana a in a f r 

r ad ha b en built to th 

f Panaca, wa a 
r fr m Pi h wer 

ilver bullion. Proc ing 





the raw ore into gold and silver brick, known a 
metallurgy, required the use of coke. Coke i the 
olid product resulting from the di tillation of coal 

in an oven or closed chamber, and u ed as fuel 
in metallurgy. Since there wa no native or com­
mercial coal to be had in the surrounding area 
with which to make the coke, it wa discovered 
after con iderable experimenting that the particu­
lar kind of pine near Panaca when properl y burned 
made coke well· uited to the porpo e. The three 
large stone masonry oven at Panaca have circular 
ba es built up to a rounded point, reminding one 
of a giant beehive. The Aoor diameter of each i 
25 feet, and each is 30 feet high. Each oven still 
ha its large iron grate upon which the huge pine 
log were laid to do their "slow burn." Fires were 
built under them, the mas ive door closed, and 
the coke making wa begun. The ovens were in 
constant use until Bullionville closed down near 
the end of the century, 1897- 98. On the day the 
last whistle was to be blown one of our Caliente 
citizen , Mr. D. W (Bill ) Cook, who wa then 6 
years old and remembers the occasion, was lifted 
high in the air by his father, the late Mr. David 
W Cook, to give the ignal for the last whi tIe. 
One can imagine the child po sibly clapped his 
hands or blew a toy whistle. At any rate the child 
gave the signal , the big whistle gave out with a 
long wailing blast, and Bulli onville quieted. The 
town was inactive until a few year later when 
once agai n real pay dirt (ore worth processing) 
was found in the Pioche mine; then Bullionville 
was revived for a time. David W Cook wa one of 
the rna hini ts at the mill. 

EARLY HI TORY 

In the preceding paragraphs I have given bits of 
Lincoln County's earl y hi tory. From here on I 

The sprawling Un ian Pacific depat in Caliente 
has long been a landmark in eastern Nevada. 

Left, th is massive roc k dome towe rs over 
the floor of Kershaw- Ryan State Park. 
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shall touch on the highlights of the history of it 
town and villages with added comment on their 
present ituations, which, with their history, may 
give you the compelling urge to see and learn more 
about Lincoln County. 

The county's one incorporated city, Caliente, and 
its other towns and village are fu ll of modern 
homes and people nice to know. School , churches, 
civic, welfare, and fraternal organization pose a 
picture of small-town life that is repeated through­
out the county. We have our problems and setbacks 
but in the main we enjoy life in a special way not 
known in the booming byways of the multitudes. 

Lincoln County's hi tory is ever a sure entree 
into new byway of conversation. Time is fast run­
ning out on the oldtimer who were here when the 
mines and mills were booming ; when the railroad 
wa building in; and when pioneering at a new 
"digging" was an adventure never to be forgotten. 
Much about these events ha been recorded by local 
and out-of-state hi tory hobbyists as well as by 
orne of evada's journali t who gathered their 
tories from those who per onall y experienced the 

adventure. 
Panaca is the oldest town in Lincoln County ; 

only Genoa in the northern part of evada is older. 
As early as 1857- 58, Mormon ettlers began build­
ing homes in the valleys near Beaver Dam and 
other pots adjacent to it which are now known as 
Rose, pring, Clover, and Eagle Valleys. When 
they heard, through a Mr. Hambl in , of the dis­
covery of ilver-called "panakar" by the Paiute 
Indian - a few brave souls wagoned their way into 
the Panaca and Pioche area in the po sible hope 
of establi hing them elve near what might prove 
to be some good silver or gold properties. But 
when they encountered only Indians who were not 
very friendly the Mormons returned to their valley . 

By 1864, however , the Lee and Edwards families, 
followed later by the Wadsworths, Ronnows and 
Mathews, came back to the " panakar" area and 
began a ettlement. It was a natural to call it Pan­
aca from the Indian name for silver. From then 
until the early 1900's Panaca hi tory i one of 
utterly interesting and unheard of incidents and 
important events. To cite one such : There was the 
Indian who was tied to a rope and made to r un all 
the way behind a man on horseback from Pahrana­
gat to Panaca where he wa "strung up," more dead 
than alive, by enraged citizens after they had found 
out he was the Indian who had hot a Mr. Rodger 
in Alamo. I have been told it wa the Indian inhabi­
tants themselves who decided on the manner of 
execution and carried out the preliminary puni h­
ment- the trip from Pahranagat to Panaca. 

Pioche became a go ing concern in the late '60' , 



lhanks to its ilver and <Told mines. Here again , it 
was a result of the r port and finding of th 
Paiute Indian that led to the white man' int r st 
and arrival in that area. By 1871 when it became 
the county eat, Pioche had a population of 10,000. 
In eptember of the arne year it wa almo t com­
pletely de troyed by fire. Lack of water and fire­
fighting equipment re ulted in an enormou flam 
which blazed in teady d truction until there wa 
nothing left to burn. 

The town wa r built and there continued a 
history-making aga of ri he , fi ght , tre t mur­
der , " boot on" burial , drinking, politic, high 
and titled ociety, and a million dollar Lincoln 
County courthou all the usual , plu a modicum 
of unu ual events that characterized the building 
of the lu ty rugged West. I menti on "hi O"h and 
titled" ociety becau e at one time a French count­
e vi ited in Pioche; sh wa al 0 ague t of Mr . 
Carrie Fergu on at Hiko. Th count , it e m , 
was the wife of a ew Yorker, H. A. Cohn , \ ho 
wa Ferguson 's financial " angel' and partn r in 
financing th Magnolia mine at Delamar. 

Pioche had , and till ha , period of mill and 
mine inactivity , hen for one rea on or another it 
becomes n ce ary to clo , alway with th hope 
that operation will re ume. 

There have been many argument about hO\ th 
town got it name. One xplanation, given rath r 
carele ly, I thought, when I a ked about it in 1914, 
wa that it wa the French \ ord for pick-a , and 
that it wa a Frenchman who came to the camp 
(one of the earli est to arrive) who gave the town 
it nam. That idea merely haved around the 
outer edges of the truth. Mrs. Delphine quire ha 
given the corr t an wer in her highl y intere tin O" 
hi tory of outhea tern evada recently publi hed 
in the Las Vegas un. A Mr. Charles Hoffman, he 
write , had been ent to the camp by a Mr. F L. 
Pioche, who wa a Frenchman, to acquire om 
holding in the Meado\ alley Mining ompan y. 
It eem that the e t\ 0 men financed the building 
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of a melter and becau e of thi the town wa called 
r. Pioche' Town." When the po t office wa 

establi hed there in 1870 it wa officially named 
Pioche. 

Caliente had it inception when two railroad 
companie , th Clark and the Oregon hort Line, 
were rival for the right-of-way through Lincoln 
County to Lo Angele. In 190~5, two rival 
gang of tra klayer fought each other like buzz 
aw at the drop of a beer bottle while the track 

were being laid through what i now Caliente. 
Fatal "a cident " were not unusual in the n w 
tent town to the e tent that it acquired the repu­
tati on up and down the line, from alt Lake City 
to Lo ngel , of being the " toughest" in the We t. 
Forty- even aloon, gambling room and olh r 
un avory night lif entertainment flouri hed before 
- and after- the big flood of 1910, which practi-

ally ruined th town a well a the railroad. But 
the village continu d to grow until , by 1916 or 
earlier, it had b n made a division point by the 
new railroad owner, the an Pedro, Lo Angele 
and alt Lake line, with railroad worker here 
drawing down a monthly alary totaling 100,000. 

s a divi ion point the n w to\ n rated a round­
hou e, rna hine hop, freight and passenger depots, 
offices, and a clubhou e for the pa enger ervice 
men and mail clerk who e end-of-th e-run top­
over was in Caliente. Early chools were openee, 
the fir t one in a one-room fram e buildinO" near 
the hot pring; later in a rock edifice in town 
with an added frame bui lding for primary grade . 
In 1926 the pre ent cement block cia room and 
gymna ium-auditorium preceded the wing addition 
of the 30 , and the final improvement of the ea rl y 
40's. The land on or near the chool building wa 
soon filled \ ith n wand modern home. 

When Delamar folded in 1909 mo t of it re 1-

dents, many of them bu ine s people, moved to 
Caliente, with are ulting increa e in bu ine e tab­
Ii hments ther . Cal i nte had a weekly new paper, 
the Caliente Progre s, as early a 1904. It eventu­
ally old out to a n wcomer and ince that time 
Caliente ha never been without a weekly new 
heet although the editor-owner Ii t of change ha 

b en impre i e. On of them got away wi th all 
the money taken in at a Chri tma Eve chool 
ntertainment. He wa la t een hopping a train 

east at about three a. m. on December 25 of that 
year- but that i another story. 

The railroad company began the building of 24 
company re id nce in 1903. The fl ood of 1910 
cour ed through the back door of the new hou e . 
and out at the front ntrance, leaving layer of 

(Concluded on back cover ) 

Center pages-Sweeping cliffs at Kershaw-Ryan rate 
Park shel ter a shady basin where a stream flows and 
wild grape abou nds, setti ng for a popular picnic area. 



Hungry boys watch eagerly as the first step is completed­
barbecue pit is opened for removal af roasted chunks af beef. 

One of the oldest guests at the Homecoming feast-this Indian woman 
has been a part of the community as long as anyone can remember. 

When they have been thraugh the line, family groups arrange 
themselves on the park lawn for the main event- eating I 

Next, the serving. Plates are filled 
from huge pots and trays of food . 

And one of the youngest. This 
tiny lad nibbles a green onion . 

Caliente's newspaper editor wears his 
front page for the special accasion. 







Greatest 
of the 

Basket Makers 

Her life span wa well over 90 year ext nding from 
her primitive Indian childhood to h r plac in modern 
We tern ulture. 

In 1844, when h wa alread y an adult, h witn d 
the entry of 10hn Fremont and hi party into her native 
Ca r on all ey; a a ver y old woman in thi century, he 
peer d at the admi ring crowd o-a ther d around her whil e 
he demonstrated her art of ba ket weaving at the t. 

Loui Exposition of 1919. 
Time took Dat· o-La-Lee far. nd , although he may 

not have understood the r ason , he wa a famou woman 
when he di ed at the ag of about 96 in 1925. 

Dat- o-La-Lee, the huge, tolid Indian quaw wa a 
familiar fi o-ure in evada' capital city where he lived 
and \ orked mo t of her life. During her later y ar , he 
wa upported by the Cohn family of ar on City, man y 
of her ba ket being offered for ale in the tore th y 
operated th reo 

Although they were fr iend , Dat- o-La-L e wa onl y 
lightl y tutored in the way of the white man. But he knew one thing w 11: the art 

of \ eaving he had learned in her tribal day. he pent \ eek o-athering h r mate­
ri al , the apling and plant root which grew in hidden place along the ierra foot­
hills. Then, withdrawing, he pent longer we k at pen ive work her worn finger 
bending her material into ba ket creation 0 tightl y woven and killfull y hap d 
that they till tand out above all other we tern Indian ba ketry. Into each he wov 
Ul e ymbol which ca rry the legend of Wa hoe tribal life, ymbol which might have 
di appeared xcept for Dat- o-La-Lee' craftsman hip. 

Through her work, he ha become known a the greate t of th ba ket maker. In 
te timony of her art, her basket are today proudl y exhibited in mu eum u h a 
th tate Hi torical ociety in R no, th evad a tate Mu eum the Peabod y In titute 
at Yale, and the Huntington Mu urn in an Marin o, California. 

( Photos courtesy evada tate Historical ociety.) 
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If they could talk, , hat tale they' ould tell-
the quilt pictured on th page! 

They are a merican a Yankee Doodle, fi r t 
cou in to hand· ewn quilt till being u d in 
thou and of home in thi country. Th yare 
remarkable in t, 0 ,ay for their , orkman hip 
and for their advanced ag. II dat from the earl y 
1800'; om were probably mad b fore th nd 

f the Revolution. 
If they could talk, they would pin yarn about 

the pioneers who ettled the Colonie along th 
tlantic, who penetrated d eper into the Midwe t 

and who, everal generation later, cro ed the 
plain in covered wagon to open up the We t. 

The e colorful quilt traced exactly uch a jour. 
ney. They were hand ewn by Mary harp, pion r 

merican born in ew J er y in 1739. Her children 
and grandchildren took part in the great migra· 
tion of the la t century, brinaina with them th 
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quilt th y had inh rited from Mary harp. Even· 
tuall y, everal of h r de endant etll d in evada 
and contributed thi valuable famil y collection to 
th i ty. 

Pieced together fr m crap of bright gingham, 
woolen and ilk they tran mit a vi id hi tory of 
th material worn by the fir t meri an and u ed 
in their hou ehold . Wh ther plain or fancy, the 
remnant u ed in th e quilt w re ewn together 
,ith olicitous car and workman hip. The mor 
laborate quilt ( uch a the one with the black 

ba kground, top left, oppo ite) were titched with 
yarn a fine a the fabric that went into them. 

II of Mary harp ' de ign b ar name which are 
unmi takably merican, tit! like Crazy Quilt Log 
Cabin and Goose Chase. 

e_ ample of earl y mericana, th e quilt are 
out tanding and perfectl y pre erv d for future gen· 
eration at the tate Hi torical 0 i ty. 



Quaint reminders 
of a robust 

past 

For all of their brio-htne and color, Mary harp' 
quilt face trenuou competition at the Hi torical 

o i ty. ying with them for attention at the ociety' 
quarLer in Reno' taL Building i a di play of item 
datin eY back to the very beo-inning of evada hi tory. 

handful of the item ha been elected for the 
iIlu tration on th page; of the e, several were 
cho n particularl y becau e Lhey came from Lincoln 

ounty, which i featured in thi is ue. 
10 t intere ting, perhap, of the Lincoln County 

pi ece i the rare china plate (left panel, top ) with it 
portrait of the auvoo Temple built by the Latter Day 

aint in Illinoi . Around it are enscribed the name 
of early Mormon official and the date, 1841. Few dupli. 
cate of this plate are believed to exist. 

Other Lincoln County item are the drawknife which 
had it ongm in alt Lake City and the tone jug 
(above) , both brought to evada by Mormon famili 
well before the turn of the century. From the early 
Ameri an tone jug, \ e ee that the potter who made it 
had a fla ir for d ign a well a a practical sen e. The 
drawknife, on th other hand, i all bu in - it wa 
a ba ic building tool and ver likely, an efficient one. 

nother tool with a purpo e, a domestic one, i the 
well-worn, wooden potato masher (right panel, center) 
who e scar indi at that it i a eteran of many violent 
kit hen aropaign. 

La t of the piec from Lincoln County i the metal 
candle mold (left panel bottom) with it graceful but 
utilitarian line. Thi wa brought from a Mormon ettl -
ment in Toquervil le, tah , about 1866_ It i well ov r 
a hundred year old. 

Doll , invariabl y reA ctineY the cu tom and manners 
of their own generaLion , al 0 are g iven a place at the 
Hi torical ociet . Th cradle doll (right panel , top ) 



wa a Ievada to y of th 1870 , the more 
ele(Yan t china doll (left panel, center) 
being a " member" of on of the fir t fam­
iii to ettle in Paradi e alley. 

n indication of th ictorian ta te for 
foreign thin (Y i een in the last item in 
the miniatur museum pictured here. Thi 
is the Chin ewing box, an object of 
curio ity a , ell a affection, which date 
back to the pre- om tock day. It came to 
lhe 0 iety from the MacKenzie family of 
Ma on all y. 

s is u(Yg t d by the picture on th 
paO'e , no vi it to Ren i complete unle 
the Hi torical ociety i high on the itin­
erary. There, th vi itor can trace the 
whole tory f the tate, pioneer days to 
pre ent. In additi n to item uch as tho e 
pictured here, he ,ill ee other hundr ds 
of thing whi h are a part of the evada 
tradition. The Gridl y ack of Aour, for 
example, i on di play there- traight out 
of we tern folklor . Th n, there is the (Y r at 
Boak mineral collection , the K y Pittman 
memento and an almo t bewildering array 
of thing from irainia City and oth r 
earl y evada mining camp. And, for the 
tudent or re earcher, the ociety's book 

and picture fil e offer rich reward. There 
to welcome and a i t the vi itor are Mr . 
Clara Beatty, dir ctor and her staff. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
An index covering the first 14 volumes 

of Nevada Highways and Parks magazine 
( 1936-1954) prepared by reference librar­
ians at the Nevada tate Library, will soon 
be issued in mimeographed form by the 
Nevada Library Association. About 24 
pages, double colu mn, the subject index 
also includes a tabulation with data on each 
issue published in the fi rst 14 volumes. 

o file of the Nevada Highways a'ld 
Parks magazine or collection of Nevada 
publications will be complete without the 
index. 

ince a limited edition is planned, orders 
should be placed with : 

Mrs. Glenn Robertson, Treasurer 
evada Library Association 

36 Laswell treet 
Henderson, Nevada 

The prepublication price has been set at 
one doll ar. 







University 
of Nevada 

Annual 
Ski Meet 

The outland vi itor to the mv r ity of evada campu in R no probably 
wouldn't r ognize th ymptom. 

long about ovemb r, it's not uncommon to ee tudent pau e uddenly 
on their way to cia , turn to th we t and regard the towering peak of the 

ierra, iah and pur ue their olitary way. 
Then mu t com a day in December, hen th r ' a break in the low, gray 

cloud that have b n hanging ov r Reno for the pa t few day. The morning 
dawn I ar, and behold, the high ierra i capped with a blanket of dazzling 
whit . 

Thi i a ight alculated to produ wondrou change in the attitud of 
mopino- tud nt . In a moment, the campu i tran formed to a cen of wild 
hout and feveri h activity. 

The e period of mpty gazing and violent gyration are pha es in what 
ha com to be known a Wint r Madne , a recurring malady common to 
the genu kier. 

The malady r a h it clima in Februar of each year, hen the mver· 
ity of vada tage it annual Winter Carnival, a four-day funf t of pe d 

racing, torchlight parade, orority open hou e, paghetti f d and German 
band mu ic and a windup no·Ball. 

It wa not al way o. Les than 20 year ago, the Wint r arnival at the 
niver ity of ada, a an ob cure campu celebration and kier were a 

rare ommodity. 
In thi en e th o-rowth in tature of the Winter Carnival ince it inau pi-

ciou beginning i in many way a barometer of we tern kiing it elf. Many 
authoriti attribute the popularity of kiing today to the impetus given th 
port b latter-day pion er in uch hool a th niver ity of evada. 

kiing is not a n w thing to the ierra, however. ctually, our latter-day 
pione r followed in the foot tep of the bearded Gold Rush miner to whom 
kiing ,a a way of lif in the nowbound Poker Flat country of the Lo t 
ierra, made famou in l iteratur by Bret Harte. In fact, ki hi tori an William 

B rry of Reno claim lhat merican competitive kiing wa born in the ierra 
v r a hundred year ago. 
The port in its mod rn trapping wa not long in catching on. The chal­

lenge of high- peed competition and ski technique naturally b gan to lure 
more student from phy ical hib rnation during the long winter. Intere t in kiing 
grew 0 quickly that in a hort time it ha become an e tabli hed merican pa time 
and, c rtainly, one of the mo t fiercely competitiv of all intercollegiate athletic. 

t evada, om of the early now wor bipp r ,ho gave the Winter Carnival it 
origin were u h former tudent a Wa ne Poul en who organized the first celebra­
tion in 1937, !lartin rroug, Jack tarratt Earl Edmund, Barne Berry, J rry 
Wetzel, hley an lyck and Chelton Leonard, who, by the way, ha been niver-
ity of evada ki coach and Winter Carni al tournament dire tor for the pa t 
everal year . 
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Challeng e af high -speed campet i­
tion and ski techn iques have lured 
many fram hibernat ion during the 
lang winters. Sk ii ng has become a 
well -established American pastime. 



champi on Denver nivers ity. Wa hington tate, Washington. O'regon tate, 
tah , Califo rnia. W yoming, CLA and tanford . 
A number of yo uthful Carnival champion , uch a Denv r ' ph nomenal 

Iarvin Crawford and Paul Wegemen and niver ity of tah ' Marvin Melville. 
have gOll e on to repre ent th e nited tat es in the Olympic. 

lL follow that meet of uch ignificance have firml y e tablished the ni\ r· 
sit y of levada a a skiing chool of national reputation. The niversity's con· 
tinued prominence in thi sport eems to be a ured when one con ider that 
thi pa t winter, for exampl e, Reno's recreation kiing program saw over a 
thousand yo ung ters enroll d for instruction . Out o f thi number will inevitabl y 
come young ki I' who will one day make their mark in national and inter· 
national competition. 

The niver ity' proximity to the ierra is the bigge t natural advanta cye to 
its skiing pro cy ram. Such major now ar as a Reno ki Bo\ I Ml. Ro e Bo wl , 
Heavenl y Valley and quaw alley are all within a one· to two-hour drive from 
the Reno eampu over highway that are dili gentl y kept open for traffic by 
snow crew of the Nevada Department of Hi crhwa ys. 

On campus the Winter Carnival i the highlight event of the choo l yea r 
From the beginning, it oro-anization ha been student managed and i certainl y 
a compliment to what youth can do when given the opportunity. A celebration 
of thi scope, coupled with the inherentl y temperamental nature o f competitive 
skiing, is a complicated and delicate job to organize. 

Yet, not in a ingle evada Winter Carnival ha there been a major hitch . 
and in recent yea rs both ski a sociation officials and vi iting coache have been 
high in their praise of the conduct of the meet. 

It goes almo t without aying that the Winter Carnival i a co lorful niver­
sity event. ki garb and bright sweaters become the campus fa hion , and frater -
nity and orority house adorn their entrances wilh elaborate winter·theme 
deco ration. 

The arrival of visiting skier s ignal s the tart of fe tivities. The Carnival 
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Modern sk i lifts take skie rs up the 

slopes near Reno the easy way. The 

trip down is much fa ster and heartier! 

opens with a torchlight parade through downtown Reno and an entertainment­
tudded assembly rally where visiting kiers and co ache are introduced. 

ext day, the Carnival gets down to the serious busines of competition. The 
opening cro -country event ees racers equipped with special narrow skis 
battling for posi tion over a 7- to 10-mile course. 

The cross-country is a grueling test of endurance. Evidence of this i the fact 
that leading runners will average a mile in six minutes over the entire course. 
More times than not, racer will cro the finish line and collapse in a state of 
total exhaustion. 

kier are a hardy lot, though. The same evening will see them frolicking at 
the traditional open houses along gaily decorated sorority row, with little of 
the strain of the day's race apparent in sun-scorched and happy faces. 

aturday is the busy day for both competition and funfest. It begins with 
the men's downhill race, a contest of courage and skill considered the most 
hazardous in all of kiing. Racers push off from the 9600-foot rim of the ierra, 
reaching speeds of 60 miles an hour in a lightning descent where one wrong 
move can send them hurtling over the snow in a tangle of arms, legs and skis. 
In thi event racer actually drop 1,300 feet in vertical alti tude over a one-mile 
course, their ki hitting now ridges wi th the staccato whack of a machine gun. 

After this daredevil race, skiing cooed generate some peed of their own in 
the Powderpuff Derby, a giant slalom course in which competitor display their 
be t wares in a tricky uccession of turn through pennanted bamboo ga te. It 
should be men tion d that evada's co-eds have from the beginning dominated 
thi event. 

In the afternoon it' back to men' competition in the slalom race, a te t of 
controlled skiing skill which i known a the photographer delight becau e of 
the flying snow spray that mark every hairpin turn. 

The traditional kier Banquet and no-Ball culminate ocial activitie for 
the Winter Carnival on aturday night. The banquet i particularly unique in 
that vi iting ski team present entertainment kit and sing ski ong, many of 
them of ordic origin or in fl uence. The Winter Carnival queen, selected at the 



banqu t b the niv r ity of N vada t am from co· d candidat of vi iting 
chool , r iO'n over th no·Ballthat follow. 

Th final day of th Wint r arnival i one of pageantr . Th comp ting 
t am , garb d in their bright hool weater, tand in ti r on the b ribboned 
ki hill during the rai ing of the m rican {laO' and th pIa ing of the national 

anthem. 
The on luding jumping vent i a popular attra tion that thou and of 

ki follower on hand to , at h th rou hed figur whip down the runway 
and tak off in oarinO' I ap high abov th head of the crowd. 

en it' all over, ki rand tudent wend their wa hom ward, om with 
medal and all with an entr in th ir rapbook of college m morie . The appe· 
tite of th ir common malad of Winter Madne ha been at d and- after all­
even tud nt can get tired. 

Author of this article, ROBERT LAXALT of Reno, is widely 
regarded as evada's foremost young writer. His volume of 
short stories, The Violent Land, appeared in 1953. cheduled 
for release in eptember of this year by Harper and Brothers, 
publishers, is his latest book, weet Promised Land.- Editor. 



LINCOLN COUNTY'S NEW LOOK 
(Continued from page 14) 

mud and debris. There were no casualties, but a 
lot of January misery and some valuable lessons 
in human relations and a sizable collection of 
humorous incidents resulted. 

My husband, the late Floyd H. (Babe) Denton, 
arrived in Caliente as a child with his mother, Mrs. 
Ella Denton. He was the first little boy to ride the 
first passenger train into Caliente from Uvada in 
1905. His uncle, the late State Senator James Den­
ton, had established the Denton Hotel in Caliente 
in 1904, at which time he was also operating a mail 
and passenger stage line out of Caliente to Panaca, 
Bullionville, Pioche, and Delamar. The youngster, 
Babe Denton, was blessed with a photographic 
memory and a flair for easily learning foreign lan­
guages. Throughout his childhood days he played 
with Mexican, Italian, Japanese and Indian chil­
dren; learned to speak Mexican fluently and could 
understand other adult foreigners without benefit 
of a teacher so that in later years his ability as an 
interpreter in county and district court trials was 
always in demand. With his additional native 
trigger wit and keen sense of humor he accumulated 
a mental collection of humorous incidents of the 
early days in Caliente to last his lifetime. Some of 
them I recorded, but again I must say there is not 
space herein for any of them except, according to 
his accounts that Caliente harbored for years on 
end an assortment of "characters" the likes of 
which no other town its size ever gave refuge to­
Dirty Curley, Mexican Joe, Major Sheffield and 
his dog-saloon habitues like Slew Foot, Six 
Shooter Bill and the scholarly, immaculate minister 
from the effete East who turned to the lure of the 
"pasteboards" in the crude West; Josh Oliphant, 
the fiddler whose first love was his well-kept goatee; 
Kay, Bull and Skinner, the Japs; Chinee Tom who 
filled his cafe showcase with pancakes "so Tom 
havee plenty for men in suchee hurry." 

The complete Caliente Story-history wise-will 
be written some day, I hope, for during its first 45 
years it not only shed the stigma of being the 
"toughest" town in the West, but its "tent town" 
distinction also was abandoned and it became a 
progressive little city (incorporated in 1949) of 
prosperous railroad workers, business people and 
other civic-minded citizens. 

The Union Pacific's change-over from steam loco­
motives to the diesel engines, which resulted in 
their abandoning Caliente as a division point to 
move it to Milford, Utah in 1942, threw us into 
reverse for a time although we have now recovered. 
Caliente today is one of the prettiest communities 
in Nevada with its level ground and fertile soil , 
its shade trees, flower and rose gardens (the little 
rose city of the big silver state); its Rose 
Memorial Park equipped with wading pool and 

other play necessities for tots; tables and barbecue 
stove for grown ups; the Alice Culverwell-Dixon 
Athletic Park, now night-lighted and completely 
landscaped; and its tourist road-side rest park. All 
of these may be credited to a healthy and whole­
some cooperation among Caliente citizens and their 
numerous civic, business, fraternal and church 
organizations. 

Getting back to Lincoln County's new look, one 
of Caliente's most effective "cosmetics" has been 
its Chamber of Commerce Homecoming Day cele­
bration, an annual month-of-May project that each 
year pays off-not in money but in the reunion of 
old friends and kinfolk in a kind of sociability that 
is good for the soul. Meeting for the event are those 
who "once upon a time" lived or were born here 
and who now are scattered throughout the West 
and from coast to coast. Oldtime residents, their 
grown-up sons and daughters, grandchildren and 
great-grand young'uns come to look the old town 
over. They gather at the Dixon Athletic Park at 
noon for a free beef-barbecue dinner. Two entire 
steers, known to be the choicest obtainable, are bar­
becued in an earth pit by experts. Mayor Don 
Rowan heads the committee on the barbecue. House­
wives of the town bake beans in huge kettles at their 
homes; they bake cupcakes, and they make cole 
slaw. No Caliente housewife is overlooked in the 
list selected to add her bit of labor and time to 
the celebration. They also stand at the long tables 
to serve the adults and at a separate table for the 
small children. Veteran chef Max Ahlstrom pro­
duces his "gourmet" sauce for the beans. Long 
lines of the visitors and home folks wait at the 
tables for their turn to be served and it is then that 
the real home town social talk-fest begins: "Why, 
Sal Hickenlooper! How well you look where 
are you living now? How is Tom? Are these cute 
young'uns your grandchildren?" and more of 
the same all down the lines "Oh brother! 
Don't squeeze my hand so hard! I've got rings on 
my fingers." 

You finally get your paper plate piled high with 
all it will hold of the menu and a paper cup. Coffee 
and pop are sold at the Youth Recreation stand. 
You go with your special group to sit on the grass 
to eat, or, if your bones are creaky, you have 
brought a chair-you remember from last time that 
the grass was a long way down. Old memories 
are revived and related. The young marrieds and 
teenagers watch the afternoon ballgames. The tots 
run, scream, laugh, play, chase and fall over each 
other in high glee. Cameras click until the sun 
lowers. In Caliente homes, or at the movies or other 
places of entertainment, visiting continues 'till the 
wee end of the night-This has been the day!­
Caliente Homecoming. 
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