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GAMBLING THROUGH THE CENTURIES D MITCH MILLER 
T E WILD HORSE IN NEVADA D RETURN TO BUCKSKIN D 

BASQUES, BEARDS & TRAIN ROBBERS D JAZZ ON CAMPUS 



Here's just a few of 
the 12 full-color prints 

you'll receive . .. 

Torchlights to Washoe City­
depicting the enthusiasm of 
pioneers for the first political 
rally of the new state. 
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The Great Train Robbery at 
Verdi - artist's conception 
of one of the most notorious 
crimes, and one of the West's 
biggest express robberies. 

A Star for Statehood ­
celebrations were rampant 
throughout the territory when 
President Lincoln named N~ 
vada the thirty-sixth state on 
October 31, 1864. 

Reprieve at Ragtown - ex­
hausted pioneers reaching the 
Carson River threw them­
selves into its waters, drank, 
then washed their tattered 
clothes and hung them to dry 
- hence the name, Ragtown. 

. , . Use this handy 
coupon to order 

your copies 9. 

A TREASURY OF THE WEST 

MISFITS OF THE DESERT 

Portfolio of Paintings the First 100 Years 

... yours at unbelieva bly lou' cost! 
Here is your golden opportunity to get an illustrated history of the first 100 
years of the famous Silver State ... in a unique portfolio of twelve outstand­
ing paintings by four celebrated artists. Commissioned by Harolds Club in 
Reno, these colorful paintings depict Nevada's history from covered wagon 
treks to atom bomb tests. Each magnificent painting is accompanied by an 
interestingly written text, explaining in detail the story behind the painting, . 
Each of the twelve 11" x 14" paintings is perforated for easy removal if 
framing is desired. It's a one-of-its-kind book that should be in every library. 

Available in Three Editions 
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Soft covel', in sturdy mailing en- Hard covel', with handsome slip- Collector's Numbered First Edi­
velope ... ideal as a gift .. . can case. This is an attractive addition tion, for book-lovers ... limited to 
be yours for only. . . . . $3.95 to any bookshelf ... just $7.50 600 copies for only. .. $10.00 

HAROLDS CLUB, P. O. BOX 10,000, RENO, NEVADA 89505 

You bet I want in on this Name 
deal, partner! Please send me 

copies of "Nevada ... the Address 
First 1 00 Years." I enclose 
check or money order for City 
payment in full. State Zip 



FRONT COVER 
Four panels from an 

unusual tapestry showing 
the history of gambling. 

Executed by a talented 
Los Angeles artist, 
Eleanor N eil, the 

tapestry is located in the 
upstairs lounge in the 

new terminal building 
at McCarran Field, Las 
V egas. For more about 

the tapestry, see page 22 
in this issue. 
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ADVANCE ROUNDUP 

Entertainment schedules at most 
Nevada resorts are planned months 
ahead and may necessarily be 
subject to change. Visitors are 
therefore advised to consult any of 
the several entertainment guides 
published in Nevada for the latest 
information- these are Your Host , 
covering the Reno-Sparks-Tahoe 
area and Fabulous Las Vegas 
and K en's Spotlight covering 
Las Vegas. Supplementing listings 
in these guides are the entertainment 
sections carried by many of the 
state's newspapers. In addition, the 
clubs and hotels mentioned here 
will gladly send their own printed 
schedules on request. Where 
no specific dates are included below, 
shows are to run indefinitely. 

Top repeaters like Eddie Fisher, shown 
here when Trop icana opened its lavish 
hotel and showroom in 1957, are very 
much at home in Nevada . Eddie has also 
sung at the Desert Inn and will 
headl ine at Riv iera December 2 1 until 
January 20 , when he moves north to star 
at H arrah's South Shore Room at 
Lake Tahoe from March 11 to 31. 

The lively KLm Sisters will be treating 
audiences at Harrah's Tahoe Stateline 
Lounge January 14·February 3 and at 
Harrah's Reno Lounge February 4·24. 

LAKE TAHOE 

HARRAH 'S-South Shore Room 

Robert Goulet, to Jan. 20; 
Phil Silvers, Connie Haines, Jan. 21-
Feb. 3; Mitzi Gaynor, Feb. 18-
Mar. 10; Eddie Fisher, Mar. 11-
Mar. 31; Dinah Shore, Apr. I -Apr. 
14; Connie Francis, Edgar Bergen, 
Apr. 15-Apr. 28; Kay tarr with 
Jim Nabors, Apr. 29-May 11. 

Stateline Lounge 

Kim Sisters, Jan. 14-Feb. 3; Louis 
Prima, Gia Maione, Feb. 4-Feb. 14; 
Harry James, Feb. 15-Feb. 24 (re­
turn Apr. 8-Apr. 28) ; Billy Eckstine, 
F eb. 25-Mar 17 (return May 20-
June 7) ; Spike Jones, Mar. 18-
Apr. 7; Earl Grant, Apr. 29-May 19. 

HARVEY'S- Pavilion of Stars 

Tommy Dorsey, Jan. 13-Feb. 7; 
Shecky Greene, Feb. 9-Feb. 21 ; 
Ray Anthony Orch., Feb. 22-Mar. 7; 
Della Reese, Mar. 8-Mar. 21 ; Arthur 
Lyman Orch., Apr. 20-Apr. 30. 

Theatre Lounge 

Louis Jordan & the Tympany Five, 
Mar. I6-Mar. 29. 

Phi l Silvers makes h is debut at Harrah 's 
Tahoe South Shore Room on January 21. 
The l ively comed ian will be appearing 
there with Conn ie Haines for two weeks. 

STARS 
ON THE 

Top of the Wheel 

Ted Fio Rito, Jan. I3-Feb. 28; 
Orrin Tucker, Apr. I -June 23. 

LAS VEGAS 

CASTAWAYS 

Lili St. Cyr, Hank Henry; "Happy 
Go Lucky" with Jack Larson, Sparky 
Kay, Danny Jacobs ; Barry Ashton's 
Uncover Girls. 

DESERT INN 

"Hello America ," exciting musical 
panorama. 

DUNES 

"Casino de Paris" starring Line 
Renaud of Paris; produced and 
directed by Frederic Apcar. 

Singing Star Robert Goulet will appear at 
Harrah's Tahoe South Shore Room 
January 7·20 . Com ic Charlie Weaver, the 
Moro·Landis Dancers, and Leighton Noble 's 
Orchestra w i ll also be featured in the show. 
From M arch 23 to April 19 " An Evening 
w ith Robert Goulet " becomes the attraction 
at Sahara 's Congo Room in Las Vegas . 

Conn ie Franci s stars with Guy Marks at 
the Sahara Congo Room December 26 
through January 25, and will share the 
stage with Edgar Bergen at Harrah's South 
Shore Room at Lake Tahoe April 15·28. 



NEVADA 
HORIZON 

FLA MINGO 

Jack Carter, Molly Be , to Jan. 20; 
moth r Brother , Vicki arr, Jan. 

21-F b. 4 ; Gordon and heila 
MacRae, F b. 4-Feb. 25; Ro mary 

loon y, M y ron ohen, Feb. 25-
Mar. 11 ; Trini Lop z, Mar. ll-Apr. 
1; id ae ar, Le lie ggams, 
Apr. I -Apr. 15; hirley Jon , Apr. 
I5-May 13; Mitzi Gaynor, 
May l3-ind finite. 

MINT 

" Hong Kong candals," nightly 
4 pm-lO pm ; "Toni & Th Temp t" 
plus Watu i Dan rs, 10 pm-4 am. 

RIVIERA 

Eddie Fi her, Dec. 21-Jan. 20; 
bbie Reynold , Jan. 2l-Mar. 3. 

Debbie Reynolds w i ll make a Nevada 
appearance on the Riviera stage January 2 1 
to March 3 . Debbie has previously 
starred at other hotels in the state. 

Band leader Harry James. with vocalist 
Ruth Price and drummer Buddy Rich , will 
be at Harrah 's Tahoe Statel ine Lounge 
February 15·24 and aga in April 8 ·28. 
He w i ll be at Harrah 's Reno June 10·23. 

JANUARY THROUGH APRIL, 1965 

SAHARA - Congo Room 

onnie Franci , Guy Marks, Dec, 26-
Jan. 25; Donald O'Connor, heri 
Lewi , Jan. 26-Feb. 22; Milton Berl 
in " Make A Million," F b. 23-
Mar. 22; "Evening with Rob rt 
Goulet," Mar, 23-Apr. 19. 

SANDS 

Patti Pag , Marty Allen , teve 
Ro i, Jan, 6-Jan, 19. 

STARDUST 

Fifth Edition " Lido de Pari " 

THUNDERB IRD 

"Ziegfeld Follies R vue" with ue 
Car on. Adults only. 

T ROPICANA 

" All New 1965 Folie B rger " 

RENO-SPARKS 

GO LDEN 

Barry A hton pre nts " Hello 
Tokyo," dir t from Japan. 

HAROLDS CLUB - Fu n Room 

Don orn II and Four tep Brother, 
Jan, 5-Jan, 31. 

No Nevada newcomer is Dean Mart in , 
equally at home at the Sands in Las Vega s 
or at Harrah's South Shore Room 
at Lake Tahoe. Dino is a frequent star in 
the Si lver State's finest clubs , both 
northern and southern. 

HARRAH'S- Reno Lounge 

Loui Prima, Gia Maione with am 
But ra and the Witne e , Jan. 4-
Feb. 3 (r turn Apr. 8-May 2) ; 
Kim i ter , Feb. 4-F b. 24 ; 
D a tro i ters, F b. 24-Mar. 17; 
Gaylord & Holiday, Mar. l8-Apr. 7. 

HOLIDAY 

harl Gould and Hi atin tring . 

MAPES 

Don taiton , th ov r Girl , and 
Rene Paloa , Jan. 17-Jan. 30; 

uzi Ard n, tarting Jan. 31. 

NUGG ET -Sparks 

Remodeling ircus Room to eat 
ov r 700; Re-op ning in early 
February ; Mill Bro ., Rowan and 
Martin , F b. l8-Mar. 3; Frank 
Fontain , Apr. l5-Apr. 28; 
Jimmy Durante, May 17-Jun 2. 

PRIMADONNA-Caslno Showbar Lounge 

" International Follie ." 

Ever·popular Louis Prima w i ll be featured 
in Harrah's Reno Lounge January 14 
through February 3 and aga in from 
Apri l 8 through May 2. Gia Maione, Sam 
Butera and the Witnesses will appear in 
the show. Prima w i ll be at Harrah 's 
Tahoe Stateline Lounge February 4· 14. 
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No longer 0 SUII.lller '",I,e~ Tolloe bid ti,e skier 

From atop the rugged peaks behind and 
Harbor thi view opens out. Right, laughter­
house Canyon was named during the early 
lumbering days at the lake. The canyon' floor 
is a pleasant meadow that promise ea y 
ambling for unday hikers. 

Flung like a di carded necklace, a string of rocks 
found this magnificent setting near and Harbor. 
Thi is typical of the shoreline area included in 
the new park. 



BY SAMUEL G. HOUGHTON 

It ha n the dr am of many peopl , particularly dur-
ing th pa t thr d cad ,to t a ide enough of th 
un poil d land along th a thor of Lak Tahoe for a r al 
park, a vada park, for th enjoyment and ducation of 
th p opl . And now, at what might v ry well be th la t 
po ibl mom nt, uch a park verg upon r ality. With 
th I gislative authority e tabli hed and a p ific park ar a 
de ignated. mone appropriated from tate funds, and a 
ub tantial additional grant olTered by th Max . FI i ch­

mann Foundation of N vada. it beeom only a matter of 
tim until th dream of the planner will orne true. 

The magi of Lak Tah lay conc aled from all but the 
Indian until unb lievably rent tim . It wa not until 

t. Valentin' Day in 1 44 that whit m n came upon it. 
. Fremont and harle Pr u ,a m m r 

of his party. w r exploring the W t and di covering many 
wonders. Th y w re th first to proclaim the lake's rar 
beauty to mankind . 

On of th highe t lak in th world of any size. Tah ' 
natural rim Ii at 6,223 f t above a I vel. Thi body of 
water has a urface ar a of 193 quar mile of which 70 
are within N vada. No lak i more pe tacular, for Tah 
i rimm d with maj tic peaks and for t carp ts forming 
th northernmo text nt of th ierra N vada. Mt. Ro 
at the north end and Fr I Peak to th outh are both ov r 
10,000 f t high. The om what lower Rubicon, Tallac, 

Pyramid, Ral ton. Job' iter, and lide are among many 
that pi a e the eye and challenge th climber. lilT, ca -
cad and 1 er lake adorn th highland ba in to which 
our "Lake of th ky" is focal. 

Her hay com horde of peopl in ree nt y ars, at­
tracted by th qui t pi ndor of th place, to build th ir 
umm r home and tablish bu ine ,so that now all 

op n pa e i threatened and the v ry qualiti that brought 
m n running are them Ive in j opardy. moke ri e from 
lumber mill to mak a haze, the roar of motors di p I that 
quietn they ought. orne thoughtful on b Ii ved at 
lea t a portion of the hore and for ts could b saved a 
th y had urvived from imm morial tim , par d from 
d tructive change, and bequeathed to futur gen ration . 

M anwhile int llig nt u e wa being made of orne of the 
bach ,th backland, and the ov rlook , through park 
d velopm nt. A few such areas w r tabli hed , ach v ry 
mall and each very shortly ov rwhelmed by popular d -

mand . learly a big park had to materializ if r ponsibl 
governm nt prevailed. Only through gOY rnment ould thi 
take plac . 

How did it finally come about that people r alized th 
opportunity and finally did omething po itive about it? 
Ther were many factors. Looking back to th 1930' wh n 
depr ion lay on the land, the id a of buying land for a 
park wa out of th qu tion; much of the ba in in Nevada 
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To tl.e ier,-a ski slopes tl.ey cO'lle from DIaRY la,.ds 

The Mt. Ro e ki Lodge, on the highway linking Reno and Lake Tahoe, is a popular,long-e tabli hed 

belong d to the Hobart and Bli aptain 
George Whittell purchased 14,623 acre from th e hold­
ing , including lakefront from the ea t id of Cry tal Bay 
outh to Zephyr ov. Other prop rty r mained in a rela­

tively undeveloped state until after the s ond World War, 
when population pre ure rapidly began to mount. 

Various attempts at promoting th e lands ither for park 
or ommercial purpo mi carried , until at la t a ub tan­
tial ar a at th north end was onveyed and develop d into 
what i now Incline Village. By 1960 it wa appar nt that 
all of th vada shor might go, a th alifornia shore 
already had gone, into clu tered hou ing and rvice ar a , 
with for ts liced by the bulldozer for road and tra ts, 
horelines converted to private u e and clutt red with truc­

ture of un ightly mien. 
hief among the proponents of an ample park, and 

undoubtedly in the best po ition to give the movem nt r al 
momentum, wa Governor Grant awyer of Nevada. In hi 
m sag to th 1963 ion of th Nevada Legi latur h 
urg d reation of a bi- tate park on the N vada sid of the 
lake, whi h would op rate along th line of pr viou ly 
stabJi hed and ucce sful joint venture uch a th N w 

York- ew Jersey facility on th Hud on Riv r, th Pali-
dInt rstate Park. (The land wa in N w Jer y but 

mu h of the finan ing manated from N w York.) Th 
Gov rnor' propo al turn d out to b highly controv rial , 
d bate becam acrimoniou and a public h aring di olved 

quaw and H eavenly Vallies, Alpine M eadows-a few of 
the many ski re ort near Taho . (left) lide Mountain. Half the fun is comparing slopes and kis. 
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Lake Tahoe is queen but she has rivals. Washo Valley, to the east, vies lor beauty honor . (Doc Kaminski photo.) 

in some chao . The legi lation di d in committee and with 
it the entir bi- tate conc pt. 

Meanwhile, con ervation group wer not idle. Larg t of 
th wa the ierra lub, who m mbership i curr ntly 
of th magnitude of 25,000 with chapt rs in all parts of th 
United tate. Dr. Edgar Wayburn of an Franci 0, then 
pr id nt, appointed ix members of th two chapter mo t 
clo ely concerned with Lake Tahoe-th Toiyabe hapter 
in N vada and the Mother Lode Chapt r in 
to form a Lake Tah Park ommitt e. Th m n, with 
the aid of William J. Hart, formerly dir tor of the N vada 

tate Park ommi ion, rai ed con id rable mon y and 
worked toward a wid r und rstanding of th park's valu 
among all citizen . Radio and tel vi ion time was pur­
chased, p akers wer provided, r por wer di tributed. 
Th efforts did not top ven though th Governor' fir t 
attempt to obtain I gi lation failed . 

Why wa legislation n e sary? First of all , a park uch 
a th on ugge ted, and d finitely justified by a demon-
trable n d , required authorization and d lineation by law. 

ondly, 1 t such a proj t fall betwe n stool, it wa 
e ntial to cur fund, ither by dir t appropriation or 
borrowing-that i to ay, voting a bond i u . And it was 

v n n sary at the tim to p rmit by law th a eptan 
of donated lands or fund from non-government 
becau gifts of thi kind w re not legall ac 
Thirdly, in ca e of refusal to II on th part of 
within th designated park ar a, th pow r of min nt 
domain had to be establi h d for th e p cific lands. 

In th ummer of 1963, Governor awy r d vi d a plan 
to a complish two thing : reviv int r t in th Lak Taho 
park, and bring to th k y people in th pi ture a fir t-hand 
knowl dg of th ar a its If. He obtain p rmi ion from 

aptain Whittell to nter upon hi land , and he a ked for 
and promptly receiv d th i tan e of lh Wa ho ounly 
Jeep quad ron (a unit of th ivil Air Patrol) to provid 
off-highway tran portation. All I gi lalors, othe r fficials 
who might be aff ted, pr , radio and t I vi ion media 
m n w r invited. Th exp dition, which cam to b known 
a th " awyer afari ," proved min nlly succ ful. All 
potential park area w r vi it d by a caravan of four­
wh I-drive v hicl , and the Marl tte Lak vicinity- which 

had n acquired aIr ady in the 1963 ion for water 
upply ne d -came under direct in pection. An ov rnight 
ncampm nt, well provi ion d, took pIa e in LittI Valley, 

wh r it i hoped th park may b xt nd d for p cial 
tudy purpo e a well a r creational ne d . In luded in 

th ch dule was a journey along th lak hore from 
Zephyr ove to Inclin , by boat. 

The expedition accomplished its purpose b yond doubt, 
and that was to focus public attention-and the legi lators' 
-both on the area and on the idea. One may judge by 
r suIts, of course. For soon afterward the Gov rnor call d 
a p cial s ion for January, 1964, and gave a one of his 
reason the pr ing n ed to vote a park. 

At this special ion two different biII were introduced. 
On of the e wa th old bi- tate park act, which on again 
wa allo\Yed to xpire. The oth r provided for a Nevada 
"go-it-alone" park and wa pa ed into law. It card d the 
power of emin nt domain, permitting uch exer i within 
pr i ely defined boundarie . Moreov r, a dir t appropri­
ation of 1,500,000 wa voted 0 that fund for land a qui i­
tion a well as park planning and the taking of option 
might proc ed. 

n the park had 
N vada Departm nt on rvation and Natural Re-

b am dir t1y involved, and its dir ctor, Hugh A. 
rg r, enter d th picture. You don't g t a park 

ju t by dr aming, or v n begin with d lineation and land 
la ifi tion. Th n ne ds and us ar tudi d and th 

of land matched with the u e. At the am tim , 
proc dur I ading to a qui ition mu t b initiated , and in 

of this park, mor mon y rai ed. 
o in April of 1964 when the du thad ettl dafter pa -

age and adjournm nt, a group m t in ar on ity to 
ad vi and as i t th Governor. It con i ted of public 
official and inter ted private citizen and in Iud d mo t 
of th m mbers of th i rra lub' Lake Taho Park 

ommittee. On v ry urgent item dis u sed had to do with 
additional fund . Wh r might they be obtained? How 
hould the state go about oli iting them? 

A number of important t p r ulted from thi m ting. 
Fir t of all , a urv y of all th larg private foundations in 
th ountry was pr par d and anal yz d for " lik Ii hood. " 



Preservillg fOl· the futuI·e - the park at Lake Tahoe 

What a name for a bay-Secret Harbor! Part of the secret i disclosed here-bold rock shapes on brilliant blue. 

Another aptly named bay, Sand Harbor, nestles in a winter crescent of tall trees and boulders capped by snow. 
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Plan for the new park on the Nevada shore. Some of the boundaries as hown here will later be extended. 

Sand Harbor in summer. Operated as a public beach for the past five years, it attract thou ands of vi itors yearly. 
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S/,o.·eli.,e 0'- .neadow? TIle park has botl, 

In meandering canyons high above the lake alpine gardens abound. This orth anyon . 

If on of th foundation cam through with a grant big 
nough to match th million and a half appropriated , th n 

with thr million the tate might b abl to doubl it 
available fund wh n and if th pending Land and Wat r 

on rvation a t pa d the U.. ongr . At I a t 
$4,000,000 would b r quir d to buy th portion of aptain 
Whittell' holding, a ording to apprai al aIr ady ub­
mitted by ind p nd nt ag nts. For th r t, public ub-

ription could b invited. 
A continuing ommitte wa form d at th m ting last 

April to pr pare, be ide th foundation surv y, a brochur 
to be u d in approaching pro p ctiv donor and to tand 
by at th Gov rnor's r qu ·t for any a i tan h might 
want. Th brochur wa r ady for distribution la t Jun . 
It wa d id d that the fir t to b approa h d hould b 
th Max . Flei hmann Foundation of vada, for th 
r a on that of all privat foundation thi on med mo t 
ympath ti to th ort of thing the Lak Taho park tood 

for. Major Flei hmann had liv d at th lak and his in­
ter t had included public re ration and youth. Who but 
th young could d riv most nefit from unre tri t d a c ss 
and u of th r ource? 

On th approa h to th Flei hmann Foundation had 
b en mad ,th committ turn d imm diat Iy to oth r 
our ,for mon y mak the mar to go-and it tak 

plenty to buy land at Lak Taho, a v ryon know . The 
Gov rnor went in June to w York to the N vada Day 
ob rvance at th Worlds Fair and while th r talk d to 
tru t s of a f w of the larg t foundation who purpo 
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tunning in winter white, the 
rock at ecret Harbor frame a 
silent lake. From remote coves 
along the northeast hore, one 
ee Tahoe at its best. 

The golf cour e at Incline Vil­
lage (center) and the adjoining 
residential area were de igned 
to complement the surrounding 
natural etting. 

Another day, another mood. 
This wa the view at un et one 
cold day, over the ombre winter 
surface, looking toward the 
California side. 



During a cold drizzle, it becomes a cry tal world, as in this vi w from fide Mountain looking south, taken by Doc Kaminski. 

in Iud d a si tanc to public recreation. B fore he r turn d, 
word cam from th FI i hmann Foundation that their 
board had approved a conditional grant amounting xa tly 
to th 1,500,000 he had r que ted. M nwhile an efTort 
wa bing mad to obtain donation from private individ­
ual -and ucce fully 0 a indicated by a gift of 6,000 
receiv d from an anonymou donor la t D emb r. 

Clouding th pi tur om what, how ver, was the fact 
that a yndi ate had arli r obtain d a ontract to buy 
almost th entire Whitt II estate. Th yndicate had ex­
pre ed willingne to II to Nevada the parkland de ired , 
but thi wa compli ated by litigation th yndicate had 
brought again t th own r. ommenting on that ituation, 
th Gov rnor tablish d two points: one, that all acqui i­
tions should be mad by negotiation, if po ibl ; and two, 

that it hardly matt red who own d th land ince th pow r 
of cond mnation would always be at hand . 

At pr tim, many of the i u are unre olv d. But 
th mon y to tart a quiring land is s t a ide and under-
tanding with landowner ar imm diately po ibl . If 

the park i not yet in bing, th plan ar made and the 
m an to achi ve it ar at hand. And ev ryon who ha 
had a part in th pr paration can aUe t the words of 
Rob rt Fro t, 

'Men work tog th r,' I told him from the heart, 
Wh ther they work togeth r or apart. ' 

Ju t how will the Lake Taho tat park erve the p ople 
- not only th 10 al populace, but as well th citiz ns of all 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 58 
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THE 
WILD 
HORSE 
IN 
NEVADA 
FROM GLORY 

TO CAULDRON 

BY ANTHONY AMARAL 

As recently as 50 years ago there were more wild 
horses in Nevada than there were citizens. Estimates 
vary, but about 100,000 of the free-roaming equines 
were as much a part of the personality' of the state a its 
antelope and mantle of pinyon. Aero s the far-spreading 
Bats, in the canyons or wherever the land branched and 
man had not pres ed too deeply his prints for permanent 
culture, the wild hor e was as natural to this land as the 
sagebrush. 

Across all of the trans-Missi sippian West these wild 
hor es had earlier left tracks. Herds were so large they 
rivaled the buffalo in population and like the buffalo, 
they also felt the sting of slaughter. But today only 
Nevada has the herds that are reminders of the legends 
and lore that were woven in their image in the days 
when they represented mountain and plain monarchs to 
the eastern mind and sheer nuisance to the western 
rancher. 

Although Nevada has always provided a rich source 
of material for cowboy and pony express literature and 
for stories about mining fortunes and rowdiness, the 
wild horse is more real, more true to this land than the 
cowboy myth. Certainly the sport of chasing wild horses 
was more exciting to the mustanger than was the miner's 
task of picking his way into a shaft. Many men are 
identified with the wild horse story in Nevada. There 
was Will James, for example, who rope-hunted the wild 
horses in eastern Nevada and later wrote storie and 
sketched pictures of the wild ones. Pete Barnum, another 
mustanger, stayed with this calling and made his fortune 
by means of an ingenious device for capturing the horses 
by the wholesale. There were the mustangs themselves­
Sontag, Blue Streak and Scar Neck-animals that became 
legends in Nevada as mustanger after mustanger at­
tempted to fix their loops on these horses' necks. And 
then there was another mustang called Stampede and his 
plucky Shoshone rider named Nookie, and a strange 
de tiny that awaited both of them. 

While the term mustmlger refers to men of a danger­
ous trade, a way of adventure, mustlm/?, as the word 
refers to the horse, is an obsolete description. True of 
many Spanish words that came to the new world only 
to be twisted by lazy-mouthed An~los, mustang is a 
contortion of mesteno, which in Spain meant sheep that 
had strayed and were claimed by the mesta-the organi­
zation of sheep owners. Eventually, in the new world, 
when the horse strayed from the Conquistadores (or, a 
more likely theory, strayed from the mi sions) horses 
were also called mesteiios-g01le wild. Mustang became 
the English corruption. Even the early Spanish hor e, of 
Andalusian and Arabian blood, lost its identity over the 
centuries as it mixed with other stock that strayed or was 
turned loose. 

Once these Spanish strays moved out into the natural 
grass wilderness that was without a scar from the plow, 
their rate of increase was phenomenal. Men of those 
times were overwhelmed to see how naturally the horse 
had adapted itself to this new land. But, unknown to 
those observers, the horse's natural affinity to this land 
was not without precedent. 

During the early Pleistocene perioq when natural 
bridges locked North America with Asia and southern 
Europe with Africa, the horse was native here. He was 
a wanderer, a grass feeding migrant who through pres­
sures from the primitive hunters or competition with 
other grass eaters, or as a result of the glacial times and 
inter-glacial period that altered the geographical and 



l?e1l1arkable photos of wild horses Oil tbe rull , taken near Pyramid Lake by Gus Bundy. 
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botanical realm of thi continent, migrated to the other 
land and mysteriou Iy di appeared from hi former 
home. There was not a hor e in North America until the 
men with their tin ombreros probed and colonized thi 
hemisphere and brought with them their live tock. Only 
then did the horse return to its ancient incubator. 
Within 200 years after the indomitable Cortex waded 
ashore at Vera Cruz with his mall army-and the hor e 
et him elf again on thi land-the hor e population 

gu hed to an estimated five to seven million head! 
For the we tern adventurer, mountain man and ex­

plorer, sniffing their way over and through the gra land 
and mountain wilderne ,the wild hor e herd were an 
awe ome ight. George Catlin, who went west to paint the 
Indian on canvas, could not help but note the hor es he 
aw: 

The track of country over which we pa ed . . . i 
stocked with numerou bands of wild hor es .. . There 
is no other animal on the prairie 0 wild and so 
sagacious a the hor e ; and no other 0 difficult to 
come up with. So remarkably keen i their eye, that 
they will generally run "at the ight," when they are 
a mile di tant ... we aw all colours . . . ome milk 
white, ome jet black-others were sorrel, and bay and 
cream colour-many were of iron grey; and other were 
pied, containing a variety of colours of the same ani­
mal. Their mane were very profu e, and hanging in 
the wilde t confusion over their neck and face -and 
their long tail wept the ground .. . 

o Ie in his written narrative than on his canva es 
Catlin wa an accurate portrayer of what he ob erved. 
Other who gazed upon the wild hor e told more imag­
inative tale about them for an anxiou and romantic 
audience in the Ea t. Not without ome truth, however, 
the e writer arranged word of glowing de cription 
about the wild hor e ; the magnificent tall ion and their 
great fight for upremacy of a mare herd; and of the 
tall ion leading hi faithful follower acro s the plains 

at a run. (More often a mare led the herd on the run 
while the tallion stayed behind and urged the lagger 
on.) 

In the la t century a in the current, tories about wild 
hor e have been a wide pread a about the cowboy. 
Zane Grey had hi Wildfire. Mary O'Hara created 
Thunderhead and the Lone Ranger torie featured 

il er. Pre umably, any writer who can find a maje tic 
name for a wild stallion tale can ea ily add to the already 
voluminous parcel of wild hor e folk tale . 

While ea teener were nurturing thi myth of the wild 
hor e, we terners- heepmen and cattlemen-were ear­
marking the wild hor e a nuisance, and for good rea on. 
The open range method of cattle raising was waning by 
1890. The range became cri cro ed with fence while 
railroad track thru t their way acro the nation. The 
entire concept of ranching flip-Bopped and the death 
knell that wa to continue for decade began to toll for 
the wild hor e. 

Gra became preciou and the wild hor e became it 
predator, a u ele eater of gras and drinker of preciou 
water. In their great ma they were al 0 de tructive, 
fighting and trampling the water troughs, running off 
the cattle who had come to drink, and lapping the alt. 
But one habit of the wild tall ion infuriated the rancher 
to a burning point that Dante never imagined-they 
lured away the rancher' dome tic hor e. The wild 
tallion might already have a harem of 50 or 100 mare, 

Allother Gus BUlldy photo of the wild Olles. 



Elko rodeo , 1915, whell bucking hor el were lI 'ild horses al/fl needed 110 ellcouraf!,emel1t fr01l1 a bucking strap to "turllloose." 

Pete Bamu1I1 , 111us/allger supreme, preparing a utld horse lor /be first ride. Photo /akell aroulld Ibe 111m 01 the cenlllry. 
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but to gather all he could, by fighting another tall ion 
or weet-talking dome tic mare, wa no Ie an in tinct 
than eating. 

Con equently, Nevada became one of the fir t tate 
to take legal action again t the marauding hor e who 
had found a natural haven in the Great Ba in. In the 
ranch county of ea tern Nevada, White Pine, Lander, 
Elko, ye and Eureka countie ,perhap 80,000 wild 
hor e roamed, a locu t·like plague to the rancher. t ck­
men marched into ar on City in 1897, made their pro­
te t to the legi lature, and a law wa promptly pa ed to 
permit the killing of all unbranded tock. Bountie on 
tall ion were levied, and hor e hunt organized by co,"­

boys and hide buyer resulted in the round.up of thou-
and of the hor e . In one year 15,000 of them were 

captured. The herd began to thin, although actually 
many of them moved ea t into Utah or further ~ e t into 
Nevada. But in the mid t of all thi abundance, men 
became carele . Bounty hunter weren't fu sy, and hor e 
hide howing brand of local ranche increa ed alarm­
ingly in the hicago hide yard. The tockmen marched 
again into ar on ity, and in 1901 the law permitting 
wild hor e killing \ a repealed. 

But the law had given impetu to the clan of ad­
venturer called mu tanger who ,,,ould pur ue the wild 
hor e almo t to the pre ent day. nly their method 
would change-from addle horse and lariat to plane 
and hotgun. 

Mu tanger were a I?aradoxical clan. Rough riders and 
hardened fighter agam t the wily broomlai/s, they had 
a pa ion for the wild hor e or the wild chase that wa a 
puzzlement, probably what Arthur Miller sugge ted 
when he labeled them misfits. They profe sed a love for 
the hor e, but would pur ue them until they dropped 
from exhau tion, or more likely, until their own addle 
hor e collap ed in the cha e. Will C. Barne reported 
thi epi ode in 1909: 

Probably more good hor e have been killed outright 
in thi work than were ever captured. A man with the 

de ire to win, forgetful of all but the animal he i 
after, crowd his addle pony mile after mile, until 
with a convul ive hudder the plucky animal drop 
dead in its track and the haples rider mu t carry hi 
addle mile and mile to camp. 

I once aw a man who e pony had thus dropped under 
him, jerk out hi Winche ter and pump a dozen hot 
into the band he wa after, each hot with deadly 
effect in 0 den e a ma , and then throw hi arms 
about hi dying pony' neck and cry like a baby. 

ha ing the wild hor e by hor eback wa ri ky and 
hardly an effective guarantee of a catch. Another method, 
vain a it wa un ucce ful, wa crea ing - firing a hot 
at a prize animal in hope of triking the top of the neck 
clo e to the pinal column and knocking the hor e un· 
con ciou . Rarely could a cowboy brag that the pony he 
wa riding had the car of uch a perfect aim. fore often, 
crea ing only left a dead carca s on the de ecc. 

oon cowboy learned to ride in relay, a organized 
crew, coaxing hor e into corral which had wide pread. 
ing wing fence. They learned, too, the water route the 
horses tra eled, and the mu tangers po itioned outriders 
and corral trap hrewdly, forcing the hor e to travel the 
route they had determined. With their harp in tinct, 
ho, ever, the wild hor e quickly learned to avoid the 
trap and a more courage u tall ion, if trapped, would 
bid farewell to hi mare and jump the enclo ure to 
earch out a new herd. 

uch a tallion \Va on tag, a 1,200 pound brown 
tall ion \ ho had a band of mare in the mountain 

bordering Fi h reek Valle outh of Eureka. ontag 
wa a pirited, rippling piece of hor e fie h who chal­
lenged the ad enturous to po e him. He wa too keen 
for them, ho~ ever, and had con i tently hied away from 
their trap. nce a mu tanger roped him but ontag 
broke a\ a . Two ear later, ontag wa reported by 
Wagon Johnnie, a half breed ho hone, to be back in 
the area where Pete Barnum wa rounding up hor e . 
Barnum wa probably the cle ere t mu tanger in evada, 
if not the entire We t. He had devi ed a corral \ hich had 
side covered b can va. Hi idea, a it proved, cleverly 
out .. itted the wild hor e . In tead of jumping or running 
through the corral, the hor e took the canva to be a 
olid ma . They would mingle and run it circumfer· 

ance, but would not attempt to cra h through. 
Through clever maneuvering Barnum and hi rider 

had ucceeded in trapping ontag in one of the e canva 
corral. Later, ntag and hi band were moved to 
another field where 60 other hor e were being held. 

ext day when the mu tanger returned, they found a 
gaping hole in the heavy wire fence and an empty field. 
On the end of the broken wire were bit of fie h, hair 
and blood. "It wa ea y to believe that we owed the 10 
of him and 60 other good hor e to Old on tag. I have 
never een the proud and plendid tall ion ince," reo 
ported Barnum. 

Pete Barnum told another tory about a wild stallion, 
tam pede, who even after capture and taming howed 

that only hi fie h had been tamed-not hi in tinct for 
freedom. 

tam pede 'as born and reared in the mountain 
bordering ortez Valley in Eureka County. A fine colt 
from the tart, he \ a hunted by expedition after expedi­
tion without ucce . 

tam pede ,a eight ear old when a Sho hone named 
ookie, much even to hi own urpri e, roped tam pede 

and held him. Nookie broke tam pede, and the tall ion 



became as reckless a fool as was Nookie when they chased 
the wild herds in the rough country of eastern Nevada. 
Pete Barnum continues the story-

Looking down into Cortez Valley is a wide bald flat 
known as Frenchy Mountain. Many bands of mustangs 
that fed here escaped time after time because we had 
no saddle horse sufficiently fleet and sure· footed to out­
run them down the jagged, precipitous side of that 
mountain . . . (Nookie, riding Stampede, decided he 
would start the mustangs racing down the mountain.) 
.. . A run of two or three miles brought the mustangs 
to the brink of a canyon, the sides of which were per­
pendicular walls of porphyry. Suddenly the wild band 
swerved to the left and tore along the canyon edge. 
Nookie jerked furiously upon one rein and then upon 
the other, but Stampede did not turn . . . The Indian 
could not guide his horse and neither could he check 
him. I realized that Stampede was running away for 
the last time, that a tragedy was about to be enacted, 
but I could not tl!ke my eyes from the glass (binocu­
lars) ... Stampede did not tumble over the edge-he 
leaped . . . For an instant I saw a man on a horse 
silhouetted again t the blue sky ... The outlaw's body 
was broken under the rocks and cactus three hundred 
feet below and under the horse died as plucky an 
Indian as ever climbed into saddle . . . 
Pete Barnum captured thousands of mustangs a year 

and made a more than comfortable living by seIling the 
horses, but he did not make much of a dent in the large 
numbers of the wild ones that roamed Nevada. 

In 1934 when the Magl1a Charta of the range land was 
conceived- the Taylor Grazing Act-wild horses by the 
thousands were threatened with extermination. Against 
man individually, or groups of men, the wild horse could 
hold against the brink of extinction. Against organized 
governmental will, however, the wild horse had less of a 
chance. A new force was hurled onto the range and it 
was to be no less devastating than the mysterious causes 
that had swept the wild horse from the western country 
millions of years before. Set upon by prop plane, by 
poison, by shooting (and using silencers when public 
indignation seemed probable), the wild horse staggered 
under government pressures. Then too, came the pet food 
manufacturers who saw a lucrative source of canned 
goods for canines, felines and the fox and mink-raising 
farms. Demand for the canned wild horse flesh mush­
roomed and opportunists rushed to another strike in the 
sagebrush state. The harvest was profitable and when 
wildcat profits rule, methods are without rules or ethics. 
All sorts of brutalities were inflicted against the wild 
horses in the rush to get them to market. 

The destruction of the wild horse in Nevada as in the 
rest of the West was inevitable. The nomadic Indian 
and the buffalo had earlier blocked the surge of the white 
man's destiny and disappeared. So, too, went the wild 
horse. Whereas about a million of them once lived in 
Texas, not a single one remains today. California has a 
few, some of which migrate back and forth from Nevada, 
and Arizona, Utah, and Oregon also have a few herds 
in their remote regions. 

The most abundant wild horse herds are in Nevada 
and to all appearances they no longer offer serious com­
petition to the cattlemen. Nevada also ha the first wild 
horse preserve, not much of a sanctuary by some stand­
ards, but at least this preserve and the laws first initiated 
by Nevadans to stop the cruel chasing of the horse by 
planes insures the horses a measure of salvation. 

Former Secretary of State, the late W. G. Greathouse, using 
atZ ordi1zary box camera, caught this memorable portrait 
of a Nevada stallimz. 

Will James, the late cowboy artist and writer, who 
chased wild horses in eastern Nevada and around Tono­
pah, summed up the feelings of many horse lovers when 
he wrote: 

''I'm kind of sorry now so many were caught, 'cause 
I have a lot of respect and admiration for the mustang. 
For they really belong not to man, but to the country 
of junipers and sage, of deep arroyos, mesas-and 
freedom. " 
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Palmi try and gambling tops datc from ancient China. 

Gambling i a ancient a civilization it elf. in e 
the beginning of record d hi tory men and women 
have been willing t take ri. k or chance in order to 
gain orne advantage, profit or reward. 

Og the a e Man probably at around with the boy 
in the evening throwing animal heel b nes (a tragali) 
to the ground, watching to ee the way they would fall. 
Primitive witch doctor. in many culture. , believing that 
man' fates were determined by th god. , to . ed stick , 
arrow and animal bone. on the ground and read the 
future in the way they fell. The. e magic, ooth aying 
ritual became game f chance when g and hi 
friend . began betting on the variou p ibilitie . . 

Certain game of . kill played t day date back to 
ancient gypt. Animal bone w re u ed for board 
game at the time of the First Egyptian Oyna ty around 
3500 B. . Counter f "men" were moved according to 
some e tabli hed rule after the to . ing of a four or . ix-
ided bone. 

ABO T THE TAPESTRY. On display in the IIpstairs 
lounge, the Ready Room, at the new Las Vegas air 
terminal, is a unique tapestry depicting the hi tory of 
gambling. The work of well-known West Coast artist 
Eleanor Neil, the tapestry consist of 20 panels pre­
pared on a canvas base on which Miss eil applied 
fabric pieces and handstitched yarn to achieve a three­
dimensional effect. Month in preparation, the huge 
tapestry is remarkable for its brilliant color and wittily 
told story. 

very early western saloon had its marathon card games . 

GAMBLING 
THROUliH THE 

CENTURIES 
From Cairo to the Ca ino of Nevada 

By GUY W. FARMER 

Neveda Gaming Control Board 



Greeks playing chess, in this brilliantly hued panel from Miss Neil's huge tapestry at McCarran Field. 
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Detail from the preceding page-Greek at che . 

Dl E 
Animal bone eventually evolved into man-made, ix 

ided dice. Man earlie t written record not only 
mention dice but crooked dice a well. Dice were found 
in the tomb of ancient Egypt and the Orient and in 
prehi to ric grave of both orth and South America. 

Dice were tandard medieval gambling in trument . 
During the 16th Century a phy ician from Milan, Jtaly, 
named Gerolamo Cardano wrote a treati e titled "The 
Book on Game of Chance." In it, he made the e 
ob ervation about gambling in general and dice in 
particular: 

"But in time of great anxiety and grief, it (gambling) 
icon idered to be not only allowable but ven bene­
ficial. AI 0, it i permitted to men in pri on, to tho e 
condemned to death and to the ick, and therefore the 
lawai 0 permit it in time of grief. 

"For certainly, if any occa ion will ju tify it none i 
o worthy of excu e a thi one. In my own ca e, when 

it eemed to me after a long illne that death wa 
clo e at hand, I found no little olace in playing con­
tantly at dice." 

Oy tein Ore, an author who ha done con iderable 
re earch on the life of Cardano, tate that gambling 
game were a dominant factor of ocial life in medieval 
and Renai ance time . 

The American dice game of crap , de cribed by gam­
bling authority John Scame a "hi tory' bigge t and 
fa te t-action gambling game,' i traceable to Arabic 
origin. 

Cardano was one of the fir t men to examine the 
probabilitie of dice . He devoted a c~apter in hi book 
to probabilitie . In the ame century Galileo wrote a 
hort treati e on the ubject. 

Famou Monte arlo, a typical , tyli h European ca ino. 

French mathematician Blai e Pa cal and Pierre de 
Fermat xchanged voluminou corre pondence on the 
theory of probabilitie in the 17th 

HORSE RA I 
Another ancient form of gambling i betting on hor e 

race . According to carne, in cription on tablet found 
in A ia minor de cribed elaborate table owned by 
A yrian king. Dating from J 500 B.C. or before, they 
proved that chariot racing wa very old even at that 
time. Modern "organized" hor e racing, however, began 
in England. 

The earlie t formal Engli h race were tho e that took 
place at the weekly mithfield hor e fair during the 
reign of Henry II about I 147 A. D. America' fir trace 
track with regularly cheduled meeting and take race 
were founded in 1665 by ew York' fir t Engli h 
governor, Col. Richard icoll , at a ite not far from 
the pre ent location of Belmont Park. 

Hor e racing now attract the greate t crowd in 
port hi tory, and bookmaking, both legal and illegal, 

ha become big bu ine . Some 30 tate in the nited 
tate permit pari-mutuel betting on hor e and harne 

racing. The e gambling venture , involving a total of 
more than $315 million la t year are a rich ource of 
revenue to the everal tate. 

LOTI RI 

Lotterie too had early beginning . The ca ting of lot 
to divide up the land i mentioned numerou time in 
the Bible. St. John. writing of the crucifixion of Je u , 
mention the prophecy concerning Hi robe when 01-
dier guarding the ite drew lot for the rob . 

The fir t public lottery paying money prizes wa La 
Lotto de Firenze, which began in Florence, Italy, in 



ock fighting and chess, popular in ancient Per ia are 
depicted here in bright blue and purple by Mis eil. 

he was al 0 popular in early hina, as depicted in 
an eye-catching scene which i ba ed on historic fact. 

Player in a frontier aloon, a cene from an era when 
erious card game went on in quiet back room . 

renai ance gambling game and the 
of the ches board and playing card . 
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1530. This lottery and other that followed raised funds 
for a variety of public projects. They were consolidated 
in 1870 into the Italian National Lottery, which is still 
in operation. 

The modern game of bingo is a more complicated 
ver ion of the still popuJar Italian parlor game of lotto, 
which in turn was derived from the national lottery. 
Keno, a game played in prese nt-day Nevada casinos, 
al 0 has si milar origins. 

The earlie t government sponsored lottery in Eng­
land was founded in 1566. British colonization of 
America wa financed partly by royal lotteries. Au­
thorized by King James I in 1612, a lottery helped 
rai e money for the Virginia Company . 

By 1755 the English lottery mania was so great that 
mobs of buyers broke down doors of ticket offices in 
their eagerness to buy. This English lottery craze had 
its counterpart in the American colonies. 

As early as 1665 the Dutch held a lottery for the 
benefit of the poor in New Amsterdam . Half a dozen 
lotteries operated in each of the original 13 colonies, 
mo t of them preceding the American Revolution . 

Later, Benjamin Franklin and other prominent citi­
zens ponsored a lottery to raise funds to buy a battery 
of cannon for the defense of Philadelphia. In 1762 John 
Hancock helped manage a lottery to raise money to re­
build Bo ton's Faneuil Hall after it had been damaged 

Horses and casinos. Where else but the American West? 

by fire. 
In 1768 George Washington managed a lottery for 

the purpose of building a road over the Cumberland 
Mountains. The Virginia State Legislature in 1826 
granted an aging and impoverished Thomas Jefferson 
permission to run a lottery so he could dispose of some 
of his property, including Monticello. 

A Boston newspaper survey in 1831 showed no less 
than 420 separate lotteries in operation along the 
Eastern Seaboard . The Louisiana Lottery, which 
flouri hed during the 1869-94 period , was the last of 
the great legal lotteries in this country. 

Congress killed legal lotteries in 1895 by passing a 
law forbidding the interstate transportation of lottery 
tickets . 

The lone attempt at a national lottery in this country 
was the .abortive Grand National Lottery in 1823 . The 
promoters sold thousands of dollars worth of tickets, 
held the drawing, announced winners but never paid 
off. They vanished and were never apprehended. 

The top prizewinner collected $100,000, however, 
when the U.S. Supreme Court ruled he was entitled to 
collect from the city of Washington, D .C . 

Although most foreign countries have lotteries today, 
they are limited legally in this country and its posses­
sions to the state of New Hampshire and the territory 
of Puerto Rico. Scarne asserts that the most popular 

And Carnivals-popular all over America for decades. 



lottery anywhere in the world today is the illegal " num­
bers game" played in New York City and othe r majo r 
citie on the East Coast. 

CARDS 

Shortly after the Chinese invented paper, sometime 
between 200 S .c. and 200 A.D ., they began u ing it 
to make cards. Most hi tori ans believe card were fir t 
designed to teach milita ry strategy to young noble in 
the Orient. These ea rl y ca rds were copied from paper 
notes used for money. 

One old Chinese game used 120 cards con i ting of 
four identical sets of 30 card each. The first cards 

The Egypta ins u ed arrow and ix-sided dice. 

The scene in Neveda today. 

A gambling boat on the Missi sippi. 

A collection of gambling paraphernalia. 
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o 
app,:arnl in Furop~' in th~' ~'arly l-lth C~ntury and th~y 

arri\l·d in th~' l\!~\\' \\ 'orld in I -llJ2 with Columbus and 

hi" ";Iilnrs. 
P rim~·ro. \\hich originakd in Italy and was common 

througlwut Europc. ~njoy~d a boom in Elizabethan 

Fngbnd. Shak~ ... pear~ m~ntions the gam~ in "The 

\lerry \\'i\'cs of \\' indsor" where Falstaff compbins. '" 

n~'\~'r pnhpa~d "incc , fore ... wear my ... df at primero." 

A nd in "Iknry \ ' 111 " the king pla~s primero ",ith the 

Duke III' Suffolk. 

In 162X thl'r~' wac so many card mak~r ... in LOlllhlll 

that th,'y fnrm~d a ... ort of union for prokction of th~ 

indu"tn. 
Card" WI.' rio' spr,';ld throughout th~ Amaican conti­

n,'nt hy ~arly Spani"h e\rimas and hy I X50 card play­

ing hecame :\m~'ric;l's mo ... t popubr form of gambling. 

:\ m,'ric;lIl Indi;lIh. who W\.'r~ imeterak gamhkr .... w~r~ 

,'"p,'ci;t1ly fnnd llf card gam~ .... 

(i;lI11hling i" cOlllmnn tllday in pri\'ak card games 

"uch ;1" hridg,' and pok~r, It m;IY b~ wllrthwhik·. how­

,'\a, tn nnl\.· SC;lrn~'" \\arning on thi" pl~!nt. Hi ... ob ... er­
\atinlh ll\~r th,' P;I"t ~() y~;lrs ha\'~ con\'lI1c~d him that 

nJllr~' ch,';lting tak,'" pial',' ;,t pri\ak or so-call~d friend­

h ,';trll gam~" tll;1Il at all otha forms of gambling 

uIlllhined. 
CAS I'·;()S 

Princ~ F,'reno I I nf H ungary. "'1I11~tim~s calkd the 
"P;llrlln S;lint nf Ih,' (i;lI11hla".·· npen,'d history'" lir"t 

,'Llh,lrak g;lmhlin).! ,'"I;lhli"hnk'nt in th" H nkllk P~rron 

Sir .... " th." I""ginning of hi~tOl'~' 
.. u-n haH" Itt"." .. 

willin~ to tali." .'i~Ii~. 

;It Pari" in 171~, For many y,'ars English nllbknK'n 

ha\e hdllllged to famous ca,ino-style gambling c1uhs 

"uch as \ \hik's. Brooks and Crockford's. 

Althllugh Jllhn Da\i" of N,'w Orkans huilt this 

Clllllltry .... fir ... t la\'i"hly decorated casino in I X27. th~ 

h~· .. t known c;l"ino operatllr in any perilld of Am~ric;lI1 

hi"tory wa" R ichard Canfidd. who operated in New 
York Stat~ from I Xl)() to I Y05. 

At pr,· ... ,·nl. :"Je\ada i" th~ only stak in th~ nation 

wilh kgal casino gambling hut it is comnHlI1 knowkdg~ 

that ilkgal c;l"inlls ar~ scatta~d throughout the country. 

The game "hlack jack" (2 I I is th~ mo ... t popuLlr casino 

c;lrd game in th~ world tllday, Crap ... enjo", great popu­

Llrity in Am,'ri,'an c;l"inos but chemin lk kr and 

rouklk ar~' more common in Europ,'an ca"inos. 

On,' th~ory on th,' origin of rnulette hnld" that it 
\\a ... in\'ented 1)\ a French monk ,,','king to hreak the 

nHllwtony of nHln;I"I\.·ry life, 

(,:\ \1B U \:(, l AWS 

Today. g;lmhling i" g,'IKra:ly r,'gankd ;1" th,' world's 

"'cnnd lllde"t prnfe""illn or di\ersinn. lkpending upon 

P.'imitiH" wih'h dot,tOl'~ 
to~~t'(1 ~tid\~ .. 'lI'.'OW~ 01' animal 

bOIH"~ on tlu- g.'Olmd. 

your \ i,·\\point. The lure of gambling ha" p,'r"i"t,'d 

thrnugh th,' l'ellturi"" de"plk CIIIlL"erkd ,·trnrh In out­
la\\ it. 

t-:rn,·"t ILl\erm;IIl, writing in I.ife \laga/ine a k\\ 

yeah ;Igo. "umnk'd lip the"" dTnrh thi" \\;1\' "(;;1111-

hling ha" h~"'n ignornl. outLII\,·d. k·g;.lih·d. nutl;l\h'd in 

"nm,' form" and kg;t1i/ed in lIther,,: it ha" h,','n LI\,·d. 

li~'en",'d ;lIld m;ld~' a !~n\~'rnm,'nt mnnopnly, \:11 IHher 

prnhkm ha" iThpir,'d sn m;1I1\ "lllutinTh. nnne of \\ hich 

ha" h;ld more th;ln kmpnrary "uc,','"", The "tr;lIlg,' thing 

ahnut g;lI11hling i" th:lt th,' 1;1\\" u"ually h;I\,' \,'ry littk' 
dk,·t on \\h;lt ;I,'tually ILlppeTh," 

By Lngli"h cnmmlln Llw. pri\ak g;lI11hling \\;1" !hlt ;1 

crim,·. (;;II11hllllg nnly h~'C;lTlk' a crillle \\h,'r~' it \\;1" 

ulT1duCkd "np,'nly and nntnrinu"ly" nr \\ h,'re it tenlkd 

tn a hread1 nf th,' pI.' a,',' Ilr "th~ ~'nrruptlnn ,If puhli,' 

nwr;I""" Hy pocri"y ",','nh tn gn h;lnd-in-h;lnd with 
gamhling kgislatilln, 

()i('." lH".'." found in tomb~ in 
And."l .:~~· pt and tilt" O.'i."nt ... 
in ~OI,th and Soulh Am.".'i('a. 

S~\aal st;lk". such as \:,'w York and \ \ashington. 

ha\'~ constitutillT1al prnhibitions against any kind of 

gambling. N~\'~rth~k"". th,'y p~rmit pari-mutu~1 h~tting 

on hor,,· racing as w,·11 a" l'th~r forms of gamhling. 

\ lan\ p~rson ... faced-with this dikmma would proh­

ably agre,' with the Fnglish R oyal Commi ...... ion on Bet­

ting. l.otkrie, and Gaming. which dr,'w th~ following 

condu"illllS in a study of gamhling: 

" \\'~ thador~ con"id~r that the ohject of gamh!ing 

legi"btion slHluld b,' tIl inkrfer,' ;IS littk as po ...... ibk 

with indi\idual Iibaty til take part in th" \arious fnrrm 

of gamhling hut to impo",' "Ud1 re"trictillns ;IS arc deslr-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 56 
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LAI{E TAHOE 
A APPRECIATIO 

Thi wa the lake that startled and amazed 
the explorer who came upon it after week of 
cro sing the de ert. For them it lay 
unbelievably high, clear and beautiful in 
that la t, upthrust barrier on the route to the 
Coa t. For the de ert Indians, this lake 
with it urrounding forests provided for 
centurie a u taining summer fishing 
and hunting ground. 

Today for all who ee it, the far-traveled 
and the neighbor at hand, Lake Tahoe 
remain a phenomenon of beauty. 

Hotel , re orts and home now cover 
much of the lake basin. Clusters of 
population lie near and major highways 
pas c10 e by. The pre sures of commerce 
are intense. 

But on the northeast shore there till 
exi ts a fore ted area, untouched as it wa 
centurie ago. Here the mule deer, the 
mountain beaver and the bobcat 
follow mountain trail ; the grosbeak, tanager 
and water ouzel nest and feed; and the 
stream provide lairs for trout. Here grow 
undisturbed the pines and cedars, 
the manzanita and the squaw-carpet. 

Here is where the park will be, a place 
un poiled to last for centuries. 

Cmter pages, followhlg, lAke Tahoe as see1l 
from the Mt. Rose highway. The park will he 
located al011g the shoreline to the left. 
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OLD BRAVE. About 1960. 

RETROSPECTIVE 
n nniver ary Ibum by Gus Bundy 

\ hen hi latest exhibit w nt on display at the Fin rts Building 
at the niv rsity of . vada lat last fall, vi w rs weI' impressed not 
so much by the versatility and s nsitivity of us Bund 's photography, 
for tho who know his work had come to xp ct thes qualities. But 
many weI' amaz d to s e that the show summarized 24 years of effort 
by a r markably productiv artist-photographer who, b calis of the 
PI' vailing freshness of his work, s ems not to have b en around that 

B lowJ RECLINI 

Left, EPI C PAL 

DU E. Photographpd in 0 ath allpy in 1952. 

II . Taken in irginia City, 1945. Th church has sine' b en r stor d . 



RETROSPECTIVE 

long. Th show, th r fore , was acclaimed not only as a pow rful dis­
play of the Bundy talent but al 0 as an anniversary tribute to the man 
who produc d it. 

On thes < nd the following pag s are s ven of th 72 photos from th 
how. Thr additional Bundy photos app ar in another story in this 

issue, The Wild Horse ill evada. 

Below, LAMBS 0 S OWBA K. Taken in 
July 1948 above Lake Tahoe after an 

unusually hard winter. 

Facing page, HERDER. A Basque herder 
with a ~traycd lamb, 1955. 

Right, YOU G I DIA . bout 1960. 
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THEY PULLED IN THE 

MITCH MILLER 
For the last few years on television an ener­

getic man named William Mitchell Miller has 
conducted the world 's biggest glee club-his own 
group augmented by millions of happy bathtub 
baritones participating in their living rooms _ 

Their fans in Nevada recently had an oppor­
tunity to see Mitch and the Sing Along Gang in 
person . Last summer, Mitch Miller and the group 
made their nightclub debut in Las Vegas, and a 
few weeks later appeared before enthusiastic 
audiences at the Nugget in Sparks. 

" Everybody loves to sing," Mitch explains. "At 
a party where there's a piano and somebody to 
play it, everybody winds up singing. We take a 
song that has acceptance and then we just open 
the door on people's private memories." It all 
started about five years ago when Mitch and the 
gang went before the TV cameras in a low-budget 
special. The boys are all sizes and shapes; some 
are bald , some fat, some middle-aged. Miller was 
not at all astonished to learn that the public 
adored them. Identification is one of the keys to 
popular success and as Miller put it, "These guys 
look just like the schlepper next door" Proof of 
their popularity-if it is needed-could be seen 
in the size of the crowds at the Nugget and the 
intensity of their applause. 

Mitch and the gang are but one of dozens of 
top-name entertainers who have paraded before 
the spotlights at the Nugget in the past few years 
-and who incidentally have given Sparks its rep­
utation as one of the leading show towns in the 
West. The story of the Nugget 's meteoric success 
is similar to Mitch's-it started overnight, and the 
end isn't yet in sight. The Nugget used to be a 
20-stool diner in the days when Sparks was 
known mainly as that sma" railroad town three 
miles east of Reno. Then, in the fa" of 1960, 
along came Dick Graves, who combined show­
manship and ingenuity to convert the place into 
a multi -mi"ion-dollar food -caslno-Iodge complex, 
the largest of Its kind in Nevada. In the fall of 
1960, Graves sold the Nugget to John Ascuaga , 
who continues to expand an operation that in­
cludes everything from a glass elevator to Bertha , 
the real , live elephant that appears regularly on 
the Nugget stage. And Mitch Mi"er? He will prob­
ably be back this year again with his gang of fifty 
strong. And the crowds will be there, for sure, 
singing along with zest. 

Left, Mitch chats backstage with Nugget owner, 
John Ascuaga. Highly regarded in Nevada Is 
the Nugget's student assistance program- scholarsh ips 
to needy high school graduates and part-time jobs 
to over 200 University of Nevada students. 

Mitch and the gang onstage in the Circus Room. 
The boys come in all shapes, ages and sizes­

" just like the guy next door," Mitch says. 
One indication of the gang's popularity­

phenomenal sales of their 16 record albums. 



CROWDS THIS SUMMER AT THE NUGGET 

AND THE GANG 
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MITCH MILLER AND THE GANG 

Mitch, the showman at 
his best, pulled a 
surprise when he went 
Hawaiian. 

One of the big numbers. With Mitch up front, girls and gang spread across the stage in a colorful finale. 



Mitch knows when to summon help. Adding zip to the gang's 
act was a bevy of high-stepping cuties. 

Never bashful, the gang sported riotous costumes. 
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A direct line to growth 
Across northern Nevada today stretche the final length of main pipeline which 

puts all of the state within reach of natural ga . Sixteen more Nevada commun­

ities now have immediate access to thi vital n w energy Southern Nevada has 

enjoyed the economy and efficiency of natural gas since 1955 and no\v the impact 

of this energy will be felt throughout th re t of Nevada. New jobs, new oppor­

tunity for industry and a more economical energy all contribute to the prosper­

ity of the stat . Southwest Gas Corporation is proud to be able to serve all of 

Nevada, helping to make it the faste t growing state in the nation. 

SOUTHWEST GAS 
CORPORATION 

An investor-owned, tax-paying utility 
serving Nevada-California-Arizona 



NEVADA 

NOTEBOOK 
WH EN YOU COME DOWN from 

the mountain , into brightl y lit 
La Vegas, traditional a nd yet 
new R eno or a ny of the town 
s attered acros the state, you 
might turn on the television et 
for a little indoor relaxation. If 
it's a aturday night, you 'll ee 
a gal a lot of N evadans take 
pleasure in watching-Mary on 
Gilligan's I land. he' Dawn 
Well s, who was Mi s N evada in 
1959. 

BUT, IF TELEVISION i not 
what you want, and you choo e 
in tead to sit around with a good 
book, you might pick up Well 
author J ean M cElrath 's " Ag d 
in Sage," a collection of 36 tal e 
of Nevada's ea rlie r days, which 
pre e rves viewpoints. humor and 
plain old story-telling of day 
gone by. Or you might try Pat 
and Bob Ferraro' "The Past in 
Glas ," which gives a rundown 
by a couple of Lovelock experts 
on findin g old bottl es around 
Nevada's ghost town dumping 
g round and de e rts. And, they 

hould know. They've found 
thousands of 'em. 

BUT, IF READING 'S NOT to 
your liking, and you want in ­
stead to take in a conce rt , you'll 
find e njoyment at R eno's Com­
munity Concerts. Said Fathe r 
H enry J e se of St. Stephen's 
Epi copal hurch in R eno a he 
was drumming up inte rest in the 
conce rts by explaining how e­
vada had plenty of culture 'way 
back in those Comstock days: 
" It eems a pprop riate thi year 
to bring culture back to that 
glorious level of the gaslight e ra." 

AND, SPEAKING OF ENTER­
TAINMENT, plans are already 
unde r way for thi year ' Na­
tional Air Race nea r Reno. 
They we re revived last yea r. 
brought crowds of air enthu i­
a ts to town along with world­
famous pilots. They also brought 
a lot of hungry people, who 
gulped down 70,000 hot dogs. 
lapping on 40 gallons of mus­

ta rd and 80 gallons of ketchup. 

NOT ALL THE AIRPLANE-inter­
e ted people who come to evada 
get to see or fl y planes, howeve r. 
Take those Air Force men who 
go to Stead Air Force Ba e nea r 
R eno for that rugged survival 
training in the Nevada de e rt. 
Astronauts are but a few of tho e 
airmen who take to the ground 
to live on anything they can get 
their hands on. Like lizards. 

MOST OF THOSE TRAINING in 
the de e rt have it tough just find ­
ing their way around-it's not 

By WARREN LERUDE 

like having a car, on one of 
Nevada's wide, st raight high­
ways as you or I might have. 
The e fellows are mo re o r Ie s 
stranded in the wild. But, Lt. 
Frank L. Pettengill. one of the 
trainees, had a n advantag ove r 
mo t. You see, he is from parks. 
pretty close to the training area. 
and he's sure to have known his 
way around. But li za rds are li z­
ards, even if you know one. 

WH EN YOU 'RE HEADING FOR 
THE mountain , eithe r in the 
Charleston ra nge north of Las 
Vegas o r the ierra nea r R eno, 
o r the Ruby range in the eastern 
part of the state, you might like 
to be ready fo r what you 'll find . 
Steep, rugged mountain . 0 , 

what do you do to prepare for 
them? Well , one thing you can 
do is stop by the U nive rsity of 

evada 's sprawling campu in 
R eno and sign up for a cla s it is 
offering in mountainee ring and 
rock climbing, designed to teach 
the novice mountaineer climbing 
techniques. rope handling, afe­
ty. And , if you mi a clas or 
two, and thu feel a littl e uncer­
tain as you head uphill , you 'll 
feel bette r if you did make that 
one in SURVIV AL METHOD ! 

AND, AFTER THAT SORT OF 
FARE, you can bet those A tro­
nau ts enjoyed the time they 
spent in one of R eno's hotels­
whe re they we re quarte red fo r a 
time. Although it's doubtful it 
has lizard on the menu , you ca n 
bet if it does-and you ' re bound 
to win this bet - it'd be but an ­
other of the gourmet dishes 
you 'd find in N evada hotels. 
Sans sand, of course. 

AND, SPEAKING OF MOUN­
TAINS, if you stop by Slide 
Mountain's ski area, you 'll find 
it even better than it was last 
winter , since before the snow fell 
crews we re hard at work clea r ­
ing more tree ,bould e r to make 
the runs wide r, including the 
Central Pacific run which is 
above the new Overland Limited 
chairlift. 

A GOOD PORTION of the state 
hasn't changed much - the re are 
still miles and miles of beauty in 
the remote mountain and desert 
areas. Where people nowadays 
go hunting. Like Maril yn Bell 
of R eno, who knocked down 
an antelope near northwestern 

evada's Massacre Lake that 
weighed just about the same a 
she does-130 pounds! 

@Bell of 
:+ Nevada 

n.n OF THE NATlON ·WIDE BEll SYSTEM 

IN mE NEXT ISSUE 

An Amazing River Adventure 

-by Gene and Cliff Segerblom 

• 
Reno After Dark-

An Intimate Camera Profile 

• 
Landscapes of Eastern Nevada 

• 
AURORA 

Esmeralda Ghost Town 

• 
These, and Other Exciting 

Articles Coming to You in The 

Next Issue of 

NEVADA 
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TOUR OF THE MONTH 

You will know when you have arrived 
at Buckskin-if for no other reason­
because you will see a rusting Model-T 
parked on the hillside. How it got there 
is poignantly told in the accompanying 
story by Gene Segerblom. 
Midsummer is the best time to make the 
trip to the old mining center. Start from 
Winnemucca, drive northeast through 
Paradise Valley (and pause to explore 
this attractive old community), then 
continue north, over steep Hinkey 
Summit to Buckskin. From Paradise 
Valley, the town, it's exactly 26.2 miles, 
mostly over unpaved roads, to Buckskin 
junction. Turn right at the junction and 
proceed another 2.8 miles to Buckskin. 
To complete the jaunt, we suggest that 
you continue west from Buckskin 
junction, driving another 13 miles to 
reach u.S. 95 south of McDermitt. The 
entire loop through this delightful 
country can be covered comfortably in 
less than a day. 

By GENE SEGERBLOM 
PHOTOS BY CLIFF SEGERBLOM 

Return to 
BUCI{SI{IN 

Memories of the "good old days" of one's youth often 
seem remote from reality indeed after childhood haunts 
are revisited. But this was not the ca e when I took my 
family to see Buckskin where I had spent many a de­
lightful summer. 

On my return after some 20 years to Grandpa's Buck· 
skin mine, I found the wildflowers as beautiful, the 
mountains as high and rugged, the air as fresh, and the 
old mining camp as exciting as I had remembered them. 

Buckskin is actually a mountain, about 63 miles from 
Winnemucca, in the Santa Rosa Range, northern Hum­
boldt County. From its top elevation of 8,900 feet, you 
can see mountain peaks in California, Oregon and Idaho. 
We even try to convince ourselves that on a clear day 
you can see mountains in Utah. But there's some doubt 
of that! 

On one of Buckskin's slopes is a slide of shale rock of 
buckskin color. That's how it got its name. When we 
were children, we found many arrow heads near the top, 
evidence that the Indians in the area once hunted there. 
They probably never camped overnight, however, if they 
believed an ancient Indian legend describing how the 
mountain turned upside down one twilight. 

Buckskin mine was located in about 1906 in claims 
made by my grandfather, the late J. W "Johnny" Bell, 
and his partner, George Ward. Johnny Bell who served 
for many years as Humbolt County Senator in the State 
Legislature came to Nevada when he was 12. He earned 
his first dollar at Spring City, north of Paradise Valley, 
when it was a booming mining town. When the ore 
petered out, he moved on to Buckskin, building his 
home and assay office on the ridge overlooking the 
"world." 

Grandpa always kept a Model-T to drive to camp, 
refusing to use the newer Model-A's becau e they would 
hit bottom on tho e bad roads or experience other dif· 
ficulties that never befell the tru ty Model·T He would 
often invite one of his grandchildren to ride with him in 
the venerable Model-T, always regarded as a special 
treat by the lucky one of us who was selected. 

When he was in his 80's, having decided that he was 
ready for his last trip to Buckskin, he drove the 



reek, one of the many stream in the flat below Buck kin, is part of a ummer vi it. 

The road to the top of Buck kin. 

A carpet of wildflowers on Hinkey ummit, enroute to Buck kin. Remain of the mill at Buckskin. 
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Granite Peak, viewed from the Model-T. 

the year around. 

Ore car at the Buck kin mine. 
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Model-T up the hill above the cookhou e, parked it 
there and left it. It remains there coday, ort of a monu­
ment to his pioneer pirit. 

During it heyday, when about 60 men were emplo) cd 
at the working, gold and il er ore wa hipped from 
Buck kin to alt Lake ity and an Franci co. The Lucky 
Tiger Mining Company once lea ed the mine and pro­
duced about 500,000 in bullion. All told, Buck kin' 
mine 0 er the year produced over 1,000,000 in ore. 
There i till rich ore there but it cannot be mined 
profitably at the going price of ilver. 

Mining activity in the area in recent year, mainly con­
fined CO a quick ilyer mine on top of Buckskin, i limited 
by the hort working eason. It' impossible to do much 
there during the winter month ince the road i open 
only from about May until ovember. And it ha been 
known to now on the Fourth of July. 

A trip to Buck kin, from Winnemucca via Paradi e 
Valley, take about two hour the e day. In the era of 
pring wagon and team of hor e , it cook cwo full day 

co reach the camp. The road to Buck kin cro e Hinkey 
ummit, then meander over the fishing creeks of Mar­

tin, Dutch John and abin, tream that attract the fi h­
ermen who, along with hunter , account for mo t of the 
traffic into the area lately. 

Mo t of the building in the old mining camp are 
till standing. There's the long bunk house, the cook 
hack and the individual family cabin. 

When you visit an old mining camp like Buck kin, 
you can't help thinking that orne day there may be an­
other boom and you can't help hoping that tho e who 
made fortune and ank them back into the ground will 
enjoy another bonanza. A vi it here recall mo t plea -
andy a vani hed era in early evada. 



A touching reminder of the 
old day -Grandpa's 
Model-T .. hich .he parked 
here when in his 80's. 
Below, Cliff doe a painting 
of the old car. 
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Students and Pros at University Jazz Clinic 

JAZZ ON CAMPUS 
BY CHARLES DROMIACK 

A noisy mixture of brassy clangs and thumping drums 
filled the small room as student Alfred Smith and teacher 
Darrell Goes (above) worked to unbend the kinks in a 
drum solo. 

But when a boom turned into a clatter the lesson 
stopped . "AI, you have to remember that break. You're 
trying to climb right over the top of it. Now let's try 
again, " said Goes. 

In a soundproof room down the hall , Russ Garcia, 
Hollywood composer·arranger penciled changes on a 
musical score as 25 young musicians uncased their 
instruments and coaxed them into tune. 

Soon the band room resembled an aviary full of shriek· 
ing birds as random sounds filled the air 

Garcia waved his arms to quiet the musical confusion . 
"Okay, today we' re going to take the A Train again. Let's 

put everything in the right place and really hit it." 
Garcia and Goes were rehearsing their students for a 

Saturday night concert which put the final flourish on the 
University of Nevada's sixth annual Summer Jazz Clinic. 

Over 150 students, most of them of high school age, 
came from 20 states with their flutes, drums, trombones, 
violins, and a hodgepodge of other musical instruments to 
study in a jazz session held last August on the Reno 
campus of the university. 

The hectic days were packed with classes in musical 
theory, concerts by students, performances by the Woody 
Herman Band, and teaching sessions with some of the 
country's top jazz musicians. 

Woody Herman and his band , jazz critic Leonard 
Feather accordionist Art Van Damme, Buddy Baker Neal 
Hefti , and Russ Garcia were there to help the students 



Woody Herman in a clarinet solo. 

Practice sessions came 
to an end as students 
combined their musical 
talents for a public con· 
cert- grand finale to a 
very successful jazz clinic. 

" Classes in theory give the students a chance to rest their 
lip," said Buddy Baker as he explained certain of the 
mysteries of chords to student Richard Roblee of Seattle. 

Russ Garcia led the Saturday night gig. 
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Students sit transfixed during the Woody Herman concert as 
a trombone soloist swings out at the Tahoe concert. 
Herman calls this a " real shouting band." one that sets feet 
tapping and heads bobbing. Critics say the IS·piece group is 
the most exciting since the famed Third Herd of the 1940·s. 
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JAZZ ON CAMPUS 

Students unlimber fingers in violin practice. Director 
was Manuel Compinsky. Los Angeles " pops" conductor. 

Held at the same time as the jazz clinic was the National 
Woodwind Workshop and Chamber Music Festival. In 
concert above are oboist Robert Bloom and Dr. Herman 
Chaloff at the piano. 



explore and refine their musical skills . 
Attendance at the jazz clinics has soared since the 

sessions were started six years ago. Presented by the 
National Stage Band Camps, Inc., a non·profit group 
directed by Ken Morris of South Bend , Indiana, the Nevada 
cl inic is one of four national sessions. 

Why the sudden interest in the clinics and in jazz 
music? 

Russ Garcia says, " There seems to be a surge of 
interest in jazz music among high school and college 
students. The musicians are getting better and better too. 
Some of these 1S·year·olds show a real 'pro ' flair and 
their technique is fantastic considering their age and level 
of experience." 

But the students don 't lavish any praise on their own 
talents. As one of them put it-

" We came to the clinic to study with leading musicians. 
Some of us are looking toward professional careers. But 
I think the majority just enjoy playing and want to improve 
their skill." 

Students get lost in the jazz sound of the Herman band. Over 
100 students attended the concert, above, which was held at 
Whittell High School at Lake Tahoe, some 60 miles from Reno. 

Below, Sherry Schreiber from Los Angeles, concentrates 
on flute exerCises, polishing up for the final concerts. 

The students' schedule was hectic during the jazz clonic. 
Busy practice sessions alternated with classes in theory, and 
spare time, what there was, was used for individual coaching. 



52 

IN 
FALLON ... 

That durable western game, the Whis­
kerino contest, was played in Fallon 
and el ewhere around the state last 
summer. If you can grow the reddest, 
blackest, longest, bushiest or best­
trimmed beard, you-as did the gentle­
men on the right-may win a prize. 
Highlight of the Fallon celebration 
was a stunning historical pageant. 

IN 
YERINGTON ... 

Excitement in Yerington ran high as a 
ack-tote contest was staged, are-run 

of a race first held there in 1910. Com­
peting against the Nevada runners was 
a group from Edinboro, Pennsylvania, 
who became interested in the race as a 
result of an article that appeared in 
this magazine several years ago. The 
Edinboro team performed well, but 
lost to the Nevada pros. 

BASQUES, BEARDS 
All a part of Nevada's playful 



AND TRAIN ROBBERS 
Centennial Summer 

IN ELY III 
The Nevada Northern Railway Com­
pany, one of a few remaining short 
line in the West, last year polished up 

o. 40 and et the old team locomo­
tive going for a Centennial re-run to 
Curry, orne 78 miles north of Ely. The 
line, built to haul copper from the 
rich pits near Ely to the Southern 
Pacific, wa completed in 1906. The 
old 10-wheeler wa purcha ed in 1910, 
ran until 1941 and then was stored 
until 1956 when it was reactivated to 
celebrate the line' 50th anniversary. 

everal times since it has taken hun­
dred of happy passengers on the joy 
ride to urry. In the accompanying 
photo by William Kohlmoo , we ee 
how pretty No. 40 is a he rolls 
through the White Pine County coun­
try ide. Right (photo 3), co turned 
lady passengers and (photo 4) a not­
too- eriou train robbery in progre . 

1 

3 4 

53 



54 

and 
IN ELKO ... 

Centennial 
Basque Festival 

One of the largest and liveliest Basque 
festivals ever held took place in Elko 
last August. Dressed in the colorful 
traditional costumes of the Pyrenees 
homeland, over 2,000 Ba que came 
from all parts of the nation for a mem­
orable two-day reunion and celebra­
tion. Enthusiastically they participated 
in dance and contests, attended a mass 
led by a Basque missionary and, with 
obvious zest, lined up for a sumptuous 
beef and lamb barbecue. In the accom­
panying photos by Tim Monroe, we 
follow the action- (1) the gaily uni­
formed band leader at work; (2) no 
one complained about waiting in this 
particular line; (3) it takes a Ba que, 
and a strong one, to do this; (4) hun­
dreds of steaks for hundreds of hungry 
people; (5) drummers in action; (6) 
wine tastes best when it's from a goat­
skin bota; and (7) it looks easy, per­
haps, but this woodchopping contest 
is dangerous. 

3 4 

5 

6 7 



8 9 

10 11 

12 13 

and 
ELSEWHERE .. . 

In all of evada' eventeen c untie 
the entennial wa observed with ap­
propriate fanfare, in the u ual fe tive 
~ estern manner. There , ere rodeo , 
Indian dance pageant, concert, art 
how, parade and firework -event 

of every de cription, in hort, includ­
ing the burro race at Beatty and the 
day-long barbecue at Genoa. In every 
city and town there wa a party of one 
kind or another, but the really big one 
took place on October 31 in ar on 

ity. The bigge t crowd in the tate' 
hi tory invaded the capital that day, 
participating in a rip-roaring parade 
and celebration that no one i likely to 
forget ery oon. 

-(8) hundred a embled to watch 
the event; (9) stand back, thi i 
eriou bu ine ; (10) with mu ic like 

this, it had to be festive; (11) hun­
dred of man-hours ~ ent into the big 
barbecue; (12) weightlifting, and it 
\ eigh 250 pound ; (13) you can ee 
by hi expre ion that thi~ j not 
child' play. 

')') 
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GAMBLING CONTINUED FROM PAGE 28 ________ _ ________________ _ 

able and practicable to di courage or prevent exces ." 
Cardano, the medieval Italian gambling cholar, 

wa n't alone in hi belief that gambling i n't all bad. An 
American sociologist named Edward Devereux Jr. 
recently made a three-year study of gambling and 
gamblers and concluded that petty gambling, done 

Certain game of kill 
date back 

to Ancient Egypt. 

occasionally for small stakes and primarily for recrea­
tion, is probably a good thing for a lot of people in 
that it enables them to cast off temporarily the harsh 
realities of modern society 

Dr. Joyce Brothers, a well known psychologi t and 
columni t, believe gambling is in mo t instances a 
wholesome activity in that it tends to promote mental 
health . Perhaps Heywood Broun ummed up the pre­
vailing American attitude toward gambling when he 
aid , "The urge to gamble i so univer al and its prac-

Playing cards, and an 18th Century European lottery. 

tice 0 plea urable, that I a ume it mu t be evil." 

THE FUTURE OF AMBLING 
Gambling i big bu ine s today. American alone 

Gambling will continue 
a long a men aloe 

willing to take a chance. 

wager more than $500 billion annually, all but 10 bil­
lion illegally. Scarne ay 74 per cent of American 
women and 67 per cent of the men gamble regularly in 
one form or another. 

The profit extracted from legal and illegal gambling 
in the nited State each year exceed tho e of the 
nation' large t industries. Since a betting act was pa ed 
in Britain in 1961 gambling i that country' fa te t 
growing bu ine s. 

If the pa t is any guide to the future , gambling will 
continue to Houri h a long as men are willing to take 
a chance or make a ri k in hopes of obtaining a prize 
or reward. 

The cene today in Nevada-dollar , poker chip , lot . 



about the 

CONTRIBUTORS 

A staff member of the University 
News Bureau at the University of Ne­
vada in Reno, Charles Dromiack ma­
jored in journalism as an undergraduate 
and now finds time for free-lance writ­
ing outside the office. Hi article on an 
unusual campus activity appears on 
page 48. 

Well-known western writer Anthony 
Amaral is the author of two books 
abbut horses and a number of articles 
on the same subject which have ap­
peared in several nationally-distributed 
magazines. Amaral , who once trained 
horses for films in Hollywood, makes 
his debut in this publication with his 
article on page 16, The Wild Horse in 
Nevada . A second article by Amaral will 
be published later · this year. 

Samuel G. Houghton of Reno, a 
former member of the State Legislature, 
is a mountain climber, skier and ardent 
conservationist. He has energetically 
worked in behalf of the Lake Tahoe 
park he describes in his article beginning 
on page 4 and can be credited as one of 
the men who helped to turn the dream 
of a park at the lake into a reality. 

Guy Farmer, public information of­
ficer for the Nevada Gaming Control 
Board, is a graduate of the University of 
Washington, was a newspaper reporter 
and editor in Oregon and Washington, 
and served as capitol correspondent for 
the Associated Press in arson City be­
fore he took over his desk at the Gam­
ing Control Board in 1963. His well­
researched review of gambling through 
the centuries appears on page 22. 

PHOTO CREDITS 
Front cover and pages 22·30, Las 

Vegas News Bureau. Pages 2·3 , photos 
provided by the hotels scheduling 'the 
entertainers, and by the Las Vegas News 
Bureau. Pages 4·15, ski scenes end 
scenic views on pages 10 and 15 by 
Doc Kaminski. All other photos in the 
story by Irving Pressman. Map loaned 
by the Nevada State Park Commission. 

Pages 16·21, color photos on pages 17 
and 18 by Gus Bundy. Black and white 
illustrations loaned by the author. Pages 
22·30, photos by Las Vegas News 
Bureau. Page 31 and the center pages, 
32·33, by Irving Pressman. Pages 34·37, 
photos by Gus Bundy. Pages 38·41, 
photos by Doc Kaminski. courtesy the 
Nugget. 

Pages 44·47. photos and the painting 
by Cliff Segerblom. Pages 48·51, photos 
by Doc Kaminski. courtesy the News 
Bureau. University of Nevada. 

Pages 52·55: Fallon photos by Howard 
Lilly, Department of Highways; Yering· 
ton photo by Don Boone; Ely photos by 
William Kohlmoos; and the Elko photos 
by Tim Monroe. Pages 60·63, photos by 
Las Vegas News B. 
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LAI{E TAHOE 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15 

vada and alifornia, and th g r at tran ·i nt population 
from evc r tat in th union , v n from man for ign 

as a 

up. 
well -



IN THE SOUTH SHORE ROOM THEATRE- RESTAURANT, LAKE TAHOE 

THE WORLD'S GREATEST 
E TERTAI ERS 

..................... . 
APPEAR ~ Harrah's ~ 
~AT~: .................... : 

REN O A N D LAKE TAHOE 

IN THE ENTERTAINMENT LOUNGES, RENO AND LAKE TAHOE 
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DINING OUT 

A rich variety of menus in the 

DINING ROOMS 
at the 

Without v r leaving the ahara, that 
high.ri e landmark on th Las Vegas 

trip, one an find an amazing vari ty 
of eating plac . 

Phil Arce and Jerry hlig experi. 
mented recently, explorin a , one by one, 
all of the re taurant and mrnus under 
the ahara rooL Two day were reo 
quired to complete thr t t but it wa , 
accordin a to Jerry, "one of the mo t 
deli iou re earch project ever 
conducted." 

H re we follow Phil and Jerry as they 
play th Marco Polo gam, arching out 
the dining rooms and di he that have 
made the ahara famou . 

SAHARA 
Las Vegas 

The Ca.sbar Theatre Lounge. Chefs are proud of the huge bullet assortment 
of hot and cold dishes served up for lunch in this popular gathering place. 



Phil and lerr try the lloll e 0/ Lord, one of the 
be t steak and chop hOll es in the West. 

Locatpd near the main lobby, the Caravan i a large and cheerful 
"family" restaurant. Breakfast, they fOil Il d, tva excellent here. 

One 0/ the truly exotic dining room in Las Vega it's called Don the Beachcomber's and features rar Polyne ian dishes. 
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SAHARA 
Ju t when it wa that peopl I egan 

to call La eaa a gourm t town i hard 
to ay. But ome\ h re along the line 
durina the pa t [w ear , a the vi itor 
rat oar d a toundinal y up~ ard , it 
. udd nl becam apparent that ther 
wa a lot o[ wond rful cookin a oin on 
here. In number and nationality the 
re tau rant in La ega today ar 
r markable. Mexi an , Bavarian , Italian, 
or Japane!' - food [rom every orn r of 
the earth are erved with know-how h re 
in urroundin a that run from the 
frankly Ie ant to down-to- arth a ua\. 
The ahara pro ide a fine amplf' . I 
olle tion of re tauran i typi alof 

the ri ch variety that may be found in 
La, 

Left , at Don the Beach omber 
gue, t are rved a a \ aterfall play 
in th background. Th menu [ ature 

outh a d Ii a i and drink!;. 

er ic on the t rra e? 
f our e. Phil and J rry 

order a pool ide nack. 

A befor -dinn r drink at the Engli h and elegant House of Lord. 



Not everyone likes 
the new 

Nevada Magazine 
One lady wrote that she d idn't like the Las Vegas dancing girls in the last issue" 

but most people do! 

WE ARE PLEASED TO SEE HUNDREDS OF SUB­
SCRIPTIONS ROLL IN. WE ARE PLEASED AS NEWS­
STAND SALES CONTINUE TO MOUNT IN ALL PARTS 
OF THE NATION. 

AND WE THINK YOU WILL BE PLEASED TO READ 
THE ARTICLES COMING UP IN THE NEXT FEW IS­
SUES-on Cowboy·artist Will James, the forlorn 
ghost town , Au rora, The University's amazing At· 
mospherium, backstage at the Stardust. THESE AND 
MANY MORE. SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 

" And these Las Vegas dancing girls? They're as much a part of the 
Nevada scene as clear blue skies and cowboys and duck hunting. 
We will continue to carry articles about Nevada's resorts, dancing 
girls and all, along with stories about our clear blue skies, cowboys 
and duck hunting. 

YES. SEND ME THE NEXT SIX ISSUES FOR ONLY $2.50 

Nevada Highways & Parks Magazines 
Carson City, Nevada 89701 
My Name __________________________ ___ 

Address City _____ _ 

State Zip Code _____ _ 

o Bill me 0 Check ~nclosed 

o Gift subscription enclosed 



20 
ITlillion 
v isitors 

can't b e "",rong! 

vacation s tate of the union 

More visitors in 1963 than Florid a o r Was hington, D. C. 

By leaps and bounds, Nevada is becoming " Vacationland, 
U.S.A." fun-in-the-sun and relaxation spot of the nation! 
Over twenty million vi itors in the past year discovered why. 
For, in addition to a sunny year-around climate, Nevada is famous 
for its climate of carefree enjoyment unmatched scenic out-
doors, snow and water skiing, golfing, riding or the rare 
excitement of world-renowned resort centers nowhere more 
amply provided than in Nevada. 

FAST BECOMING THE COUNTRY'S 
NO. 1 CONVENTION STATE, TOO! 

The country's fastest growing vacation 
state is on its way to becoming its fore­
most convention state, too. Never before, 
so many ideal facilities, or so many per­
fect convention conditions. 

for in for mat ion w r i t e to J)EI'AR'fMENT OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 0 CAR ' ON CITY 0 NEVADA 
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