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In Reno 

Tony Orlando 
Thru Mar. 7 
The Debbie 
Reynolds 
Show 
Mar. 8 thru 21 
Bill Cosby 
Mar. 22 thru Apr. 
The Smothers Brc)th,IftIJ""IlII 
Patti Page 
Apr. 5 thru 18 
Neil Sedaka 
Apr. 19 thru May 2 
Mickey Gilley 
May 3 thru 16 
Mel Tillis 
May 17 thru 30 

At Tahoe 

Sammy Davis, Jr. 
Thru Mar. 1 
Mel Tillis/ 
Jim Stafford 
Mar. 2 thru 8 
Wayne Newton 
Mar. 9 thru 15 
The Oak Ridge Boys 
Mar. 16 thru 22 
Rich Little 
Mar. 23 thru 29 
Don Rickles 
Mar. 30 thru Apr. 5 
Engelbert 
Humperdinck 
Apr. 6 thru 12 
The Roy Clark Show 
Apr. 13 th ru 19 
Loretta Lynn 
Apr. 20 thru 26 

Harrah's excitement never stopsl Fabulous 
super-stars, sizzling cabaret shows, gourmet 

dining, luxurious accommodations, and 
casino action 24 hours a day. 

And don't 
forget, 

there's a 
Harrah's 

Hotel/Casino 
now in every major 

U.S. gaming market. In addi­
tion to Reno and Lake Tahoe 

there are Harrah's Holiday 
Casino/Holiday Inn, Las 
Vegas; Harrah's Marina 

Hotel/Casino, Atlantic City, 
and coming in Spring, 1984, 

Harrah's at Trump Plaza, 
Atlantic City. 

Harrah+s 
Reno and Lake Tahoe 

Reserva tions From inside Nevada 
Reno 702-029-4422 

Tahoe 702-588-6606 
From outside Nevada 

Reno/Lake Tahoe 800-648-0770 
Holiday Casino 800-604-6765; 

Atlantic City 800-242-7724. 
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top of the mountain. Page 18 

The Amazing Carson Footprints 
By Jordan D. Marche II. When Nevada 
State Prison inmates discovered a bed of 
ancient footprints, the world turned to 
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guide to events and celebrations throughout 
the state in March and April. Page 42 

Showguide 
By Ann Henderson and Melissa Cronin. 
Where to find the stars, revues, and 
Broadway theater in Las Vegas, Reno, 
Tahoe, and the cow counties. Page 67 

Departments 
S Editorial 
~ Mustangs and misfits. Page 4 

5 Letters 
cr: Don't lose the dancing girls. Page 5 
~ 
I Nevada Notes 
i3 A farewell to a famous dog, and a jackpot 
~ in a Las Vegas dump. Page 54 _____ z 

Mark Twain said, 'I was there" Page 23 Cover: Wild Horses, by Tony Diebold 

Mar/Apr 84 NEVADA 



NEVADA MAGAZINE 
Capitol Complex 
Carson City, Nevada 89710 
702-885-5416 

CAROLtN E JOY HADLEY, Editor & Publisher 
DAVID E. MOORE , Managing Editor 
DALE SM ITH , Art Director 
ANN HENDERSON , Marketing & Entertainment 
JIM CRANDALL, Associate Editor 
MELISSA CRONIN , Events Editor 
PATTY NOLL, Advertising Coordinator 
BRENDA CRAIG , Subscription Manager 
CHARMAINE MARTINEAU, General Assistant 
RICHARD MEN Z IES, Derelicts & Specials 
HARRY E. WEBB, Cowboys & Indians 
DAVID MUENCH , Showcase 
JOHN BARDWELL, Special Effects 
NORM NIELSON , On The Airwaves 
JULIAN STON E, At-Large 
LEON MANDEL, In Grosse Pointe 

DICK BRYAN , Governor 

CONT RIBUTORS: Linda Dufurrena, Phillip Earl, Buddy 
Frank, Russell R. Goebel, Howard Hickson, A.D. Hopkins, 
Will iam Jeanes, Anna Dean Kepper, Las Vegas News 
Bureau, Warren Lerude, Carol Robinson, Jan Seagrave, 
Guy Shipler, Roger Smith, Harry Upson, Bill Willard. 

ADVERTISING REPRESENTATIVES : 
Las Vegas, Reno , Carson City, Lake Tahoe: 
Cynthia Kelley or Valerie Rose Glenn, 
Kelley-Rose Inc., P.O. Box 20158, Reno, NV. 89515. 
(702) 827-5551 . 
Rural Nevad a & A ll Other States: 
Caroline J. Hadley or Patty Noll, 
Nevada Magazine, Capitol Complex, Carson City, NV. 
89710. (702) 885-5416. 

NEVADA MAGAZINE (ISSN01991248) is published 
bimonthly by the State of Nevada at 101 South Fall 
Street, Carson City, Nevada. Second-class postage paid 
at Carson City, Nevada with additional entry in Denver, 
Colorado. POSTMASTER: Send address change form 
3579 to: NEVADA MAGAZINE, Capitol Complex, Carson 
City, NV. 89710. 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: $8.95 for six issues, U.S.; 
$9.95 Foreign. Please allow six weeks for delivery. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS: New address should be 
accompanied by old address label and sent to Circulation 
Department, Nevada Magazine, Capitol Complex, Carson 
City, Nevada 89710. Please allow six weeks advance 
not ice . 

NEVADA MAGAZINE assumes no responsibility for 
damage or loss of any material submitted for publication. 
A stamped, self-addressed return envelope must be 
included. 

© 1984 State of Nevada 

Printi ng : A. B. Hirschfeld Press 
Type: Sierra Graphics, Alpha Typographers 

4 NEVADA Mar/Apr 84 

Edi~Drial 
Mustangs and misfits. 

She was a trade-out for some work I did 
several years ago. It didn't seem like the 
best deal in the world . After six months 
of hard labor, I got paid off with a tired 
old horse of questionable bloodlines. 

"It's a paint," I was told . "It goes by the 
name of Sweetpea." 

She had once served on a dude ranch 
in the Sierra and later on a dusty spread 
in the Forty Mile Desert. She was short, 
and her coat was light brown with white 
blotches. She had little, fat legs, an 
enormous head, blue eyes, and thick hair. 
As she stood in my corral that first day, I 
could see lumps on her belly and huge 
sores along her protruding spine. 

The horse needed treatment, but I 
couldn't bear the thought of taking her to 
town in my rickety home-built horse 
trailer, so I called nearby Minden and 
asked for a vet. 

Keith Cornforth showed up. 
Cornforth, a Carson Valley veterin­

arian, is one of the West's most respected 
large-animal doctors. High-priced horse 
breeders and trainers haul their horses 
hundreds of miles to get his advice. I was 
flattered to see him. 

As he took a look at Sweetpea, who 
stood in the shade with her pink tongue 
hanging out, I asked with appalling 
innocence, "What kind of a horse is this?" 

Cornforth rubbed his chin with a big, 
tanned hand. He looked at the ground, 
then back at me. His eyes were twinkling. 
"Well, ma'am," he said slowly, "they 
don' t make 'em like this anymore." 

He told me that food and water would 
help her a lot and that a little loving care 
wouldn't hurt her, either. 

"How old do you think she is?" 
"Well, ma'am," he said, ''I'd say she's a 

mite more than 25." 
Even though Cornforth didn't say it 

out loud, I knew then that I was the 
proud owner of a broken down mustang. 
I thought about her past. It was tough to 
picture Sweetpea running free across the 
desert- like the wild horses on the cover 
of this issue . It was impossible to imagine 
her outrunning the trucks and planes of 
mustangers. 

After her back was healed, she and I 
traveled a lot of country. I got used to her 
awkward gaits-a shuffling walk, a para­
lyzing trot, a very rough lope-and she 
never gave me a minute's problem. Over 
the past five years I've been thrown or 
bucked off every equine I ever borrowed 
or bought. My bones have been broken. 
Sweetpea is the only one who's kept me 

in the saddle. And she has- been as much 
requested by friends and neighbors as 
any horse that ever lived. She's famous 
from Fallon to Truckee, Markleeville to 
Susanville. She has been ridden in the 
Reno Rodeo Parade and has attempted to 
strut down Carson Street while carrying a 
gussied up cowgirl on Nevada Day. She's 
never caused anyone grief. 

Back in 1971, when Sweetpea was 
barely middle-aged, Congress gave the 
West's wild horses protective status on 
public lands. Official counts weren't kept 
before then, but in evada alone there 
were said to be 10,000 mustangs. Today 
the BLM estimates there are 27,000 . 

Because of an eight-year-old BLM 
program, more and more wild horses are 
landing in Nevadans' corrals. During last 
yea r's roundups, BLM cowboys captured 
2,533 animals, most of which were avail­
able for adoption. All it takes is an 
application and, if you're approved, a fee 
of $125 per horse or $75 per burro. 

New owners usually have to be patient 
since these are wild animals and need 
some time for taming and gentling. like­
wise, mustangs aren't always perfectly 
conditioned for riding or looks-life on 
the range is harsh, after all-but many 
young wild horses are strong, swift, and 
beautiful. And I've never seen a horse 
with more heart than Sweetpea. 

Last year at a livestock show in Carson 
Valley, I saw Keith Cornforth again. I 
asked him another dumb question; "When 
will Sweetpea be too old to ride?" 

With his usual smile he replied, "Well, 
if she breathes real heavy and staggers a 
lot, she's probably a bit too old." 

On a recent ride in the foothills behind 
my house, Sweetpea started tottering and 
panting as we went up a slight rise. I got 
off and led her the three miles home. 
Since then the old mustang has enjoyed 
her retirement, taking it easy in the 
pasture with her purebred buddies. She 
has only three teeth left and now mostly 
gums hand-shaked alfalfa leaves and 
small, high-protein pellets. 

If I ever want another mustang, I won' t 
have to work six months to get it. I'll just 
put in an order at Palomino Valley. Out 
of more than 2,000 horses, those BLM 
guys ought to be able to find one exactly 
like her. -Caroline J. Hadley 

For information on adoptions, write or call: 
Bureau of Lal1d Management, Palomino Valley 
Wild Horse & Burro Placement Center, p.o. Box 
3270, Sparks, NV. 89432. (702) 329-7219 



Leiiers 
Don't Lose the Dancing Girls 
My latest issue of Nevada Magazine arrived 
with two pages in goose pimples. 

Sandwiched between Harrah's "Come 
to Life" advertisement on the inside cover 
and MGM's on page 42 depicting girls in 
less than underwear were stories of e­
vada's worst blizzards (Jan/ Feb '84). The 
article, "Dreaded Winter of '89," men­
tioned the Sparks-Tinnin Cattle Company 
branded 38,000 calves in 1885 but, as a 
result of severe winters, marked only 26 
five years later. 

Similarly devastating to casinos would 
be the same proportionate loss of dancing 
girls. May it never be. 

Carl Hayden 
Jackpot, V 

I have been checking all the car maga­
zines for several months to find some 
information on the new land speed record 
which was set this year by a British team. I 
finally found the information in my Nevada 
Magazine, Jan/ Feb '84. 

Thank you and Doug McMillan for a 
good reporting job on a major event in 
automotive speed history. 

Harold B. Schneider 
Seattle, WA. 

OK, Break Our Hearts 
I ordered Nevada Magazine expecting to 
see lots of stories about the state and full 
pages of beautiful pictures. All I got is one 
or two stories and lots and lots of adver­
tising about the gambling places. People 
that are on vacation are not going to do 
only gambling. They want to also see 
beautiful mountains, old mining towns, 
historical places, and ghost towns. If you 
don't change the format of your magazine, 
I want only the one sub. Sorry I had to 
write this kind of letter, but you had to 
know. 

Mrs. Dennis Mclaughlin 
Sand Springs, OK. 

Muench Watchers 
For years I have enjoyed reading your 
living Nevada Magazine and appreciated 
the many photos of David Muench, both 
depicting life as many "Easterners" have 
never seen. Please do a story on David 
Muench. A interesting as his pictures are, 
we never see the person behind them. 

I hope to meet both you and Mr. 
Muench when I return to evada as I am 
inspired by people with such high esteem 
for their work. 

Theresa Dew 
Elkridge, MD. 

I was very pleased to see David Muench's 
fine picture of the spectacular Ruby Moun­
tains in the Nov/ Dec '83 issue. Although 
the caption does not say so, the picture is a 
view of a side canyon of Lamoille Canyon 
in the Rubies. This is one of the most 
scenic canyon and mountain areas in the 
West, yet it is relatively little known. Early 
in October my wife and I made a special 
trip to Lamoille Canyon to see it with the 
aspens in fall color. A mantle of new snow 
on the higher elevations enhanced the 
beauty of the scene and made it one we 
will long remember. It is good evidence 
that, as the 1982 evada highway map 
says, "Nevada is more than gambling, a 
whole lot more." 

Photos and Critiques 

Arthur Engvall 
Sunnyvale, CA. 

I was reading my Jan/ Feb issue of Nevada 
Magazine with my usual excitement, and I 
had just been awed by another of David 
Muench's photographs when on page 48 
something looked familiar but wrong. Is it 
the picture on the cover that is backward? 

Yep.-Ed. 

James A. Mayer 
Winthrop, MN. 

I was pleased to read the story on the Club 
Cal- eva in your ov/ Dec '83 edition. We 
at the Cal- eva, one of the few remaining 
locally-owned casinos, have done our best 
to be a responsible member of the Nevada 
business community; and it is therefore 
especially gratifying to appear in the 
magazine devoted to our home state. 

In response to the article, I have, along 
with several of my partners and many 
associates and employees, received nu­
merous queries. From the nature of these 
queries, it has become evident that the 
article passes over some key elements in 
the Cal- eva's history, and contains some 
errors of fact. And so, in the service of 
journalistic accuracy, and out of respect 
for the general public, it would seem 
important to set the record straight. The 
following points should be of special 
interest: 

1. Warren Nelson is not the "operator" 
of the Cal-Neva; decisions are made col­
lectively, by the board of directors. or is 
Mr. elson one of the "chief owners" of 
the club. His interest i a minor one and 
has been a minor one during the entire 22 
years of operation of the club. 

2. The paragraph describing the open­
ing of the Club Cal- eva is erroneous. 

SAVINGS 
HIGH HIGH 
• INTEREST 

ON YOUR 
SAVINGS DOLLARS 
• SAFETY 
• AVAILABILITY 

LOANS 
CONSUMER 

AND 

REAL ESTATE 
$1,000 TO $500,000 

OR MORE 

• TERM TO 15 YEARS 
• LOW COST 
• AFFORDABLE 

PAYMENTS 
• RED CARPET 

SERVICE 

RENO (3) FALLON 
LASVEGAS(~ WINNEMUCCA 
ELKO INCLINE VILLAGE 
ELY GARDNERVILLE 
CARSON CITY YERINGTON 
SPARKS NO. LAS VEGAS 

HENDERSON 

NEVADA 
FIRST 
THRIFT 
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THEN TOUR 
RENO'S 

POPULAR 

The fundamentals 
of blackjack, the 

basics of craps. Try 
your luck at roulette, 

keno, poker, even bac­
carat! Reno's only com­

plete "8ehind-The-Scenes" 
gaming tour Forone low 

price you and your family 
or your organization can 

learn to play Nevada's most 
popular casino games and 

learn how to win at the 
same time! 

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION CALL. 

702-348-7788 
DOWNTOWN RENO 

For the fun of indoor and 
outdoor games no place beats 
Elko ana the Stockmen 's. For 

DRIVE UP PACKAGE $28.00 
double occupancy 

a day or a week you 'll Package includes a continental 
love every minute. So breakfast, and casino fun 
don 't waIt, take us coupons worth $15. Offer good 
IJP on our drive up Monday thru Sunday, 
package today. ~ expires May 31, 1984. r ------· 

(GI·i;'§if§i§~ 
Motor Hotel and Casino 

For reservations call (800) 648-2345 (toll fre e), in Nevada (702) 738-5141. 
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The negotiations and acquisition of the 
Cal-Neva in 1961 were handled by 
Leon ightingale and Jack Douglass, and 
only later was Mr. Nelson invited into the 
company. It is in no way true that "Warren 
Nelson decided to put it (the Cal-Neva) 
back into business." Nelson was in fact the 
very last partner to be accepted into the 
company. 

3. The caption under the photograph 
at the top of page 47 reads, "Reno's Cal-

eva before Nelson & Co. took over." 
Please note the Cal- eva owners do not 
consider themselves as "Nelson and Co." 
Warren Nelson never "took over" the Cal­
Neva, and Mr. elson is not now, nor ever 
has been, an officer of the company. 

Again, we thank you for your attention 
to the Cal-Neva. Your magazine deserves 
a wide readership, and Nevada deserves 
such a fine magazine. 

Too Exotic for Us 

Leon Nightingale 
President 

Club Cal- eva 
Reno, NV 

I want to thank Tom and Emily for their 
Christmas generosity- in 1984 I'll be en­
joying first-hand copies of Nevada Maga­
zil1e. I think, though, that I'll label "Coun­
try's Golden Ear" (Jan / Feb '84). "Carnall 
Knowledge." 

No Spu rs in Bed 

Linda L. aylor 
Carson City, NV 

In reference to Harry Webb's story, "Ham 
on the Hoof," Jan/ Feb '84: I knew Ross 
Plumber when he was riding for Mr. 
George Goodfellow and I never saw him 
without his boots and spurs except when 
he was in his bunk. I wonder if he was 
chasing those hogs with his spurs on? 
Fond memories. 

orman Jackson 
Enid, OK. 

Your Nevada Calendars are the most 
beautiful I have ever seen. Please send two 
more at $4.25 each plus $1 for postage. 

I take your magazine and look toward 
each edition. I love every speck of sand in 
your fine state and visit it at least two times 
a year. 

John P Gacek 
Raymond, WA. 

Nevada has far too many actual and beau­
tiful scenes of nature and realities to have 
a waste and a cheap shot like your latest 
Nov/ Dec cover page- that guy ain't that 
good anyway- lot of your subscribers like 
me want to see and read some real stuff­
leave the personalities off the cover any­
way- stick to our real Nevada. 

D. Sandahl 
Reno, NV 

I enjoyed reading the Nov/ Dec issue of 
Nevada so much (Howard Rosenberg's 
article in particular) that I was led to 
peruse previous issues that I had missed . 

A in past years, I was disappointed in 
your coverage of the annual Great Nevada 
Picture Hunt. Why do you give such 



The 1984 Olympics start today. 
To reach the Olympics, the athlete began 
training long ago. Years ago. Probably 
the better part of his or her life. 

We at First Interstate Bank 
remind you that your participation, like 
ours, must also begin early. Today. 

Most of the money for our Olympic 

-C&9 ~ 

Offic",1 
Sponsor 

01 the 1984 
OlymPICS 

effort will be spent long before the 
Games ever begin. Spent for equip­
ment. Travel. Coaching. Facilities. 
Meals. Lodging. And sports medicine. 

As an official sponsor of the 1984 
Olympics, we are donating money, staff 
time, and facilities to help raise money 

for the U. S. Olympic Team. 
Team up, Nevada. The 1984 

Olympics start today. 

#. 1 First 
Interstate 
Bank 

Member FDIC 



Friendly. Now ... 
more of it! 

With our new " 1890 Main Street USA" atmosphere, you won't want 
to miss the non-stop, action packed fun at Karl's. 
Our expanded casino, restaurants, race and sports book, 
entertainment lounge and convention facilities will add to the 
enjoyment of your visi t. 
The new casino and restaurant will be ready in early 1984. 
The entire expansion project is scheduled for a Fall 1984 completion. 
Come experience the fun, friendly atmosphere at 
Karl's Hotel/Casino in Sparks, Nevada. 

Karl's Hotel/Casino 
J J th &.. 'B' St reets, Sparks, NV 8943 J 

In Western United States call TOLL FREE 1-800-648-1137 
In Nevada 358-4771 • Telex 170-079 
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prominence to photographs that, though 
finalists, were not the top winners? I 
would be interested in having good 
reproductions of those photographs which 
have taken top honors. If you don't want 
to allot space in one issue, why not do so 
in successive issues? 

Sandra J. Gess 
Carson City, NV 

Cess, you're right, and this year we'll be doing 
it your way. Meanwhile, watch for contest 
details in the next issue. Thanks.-Ed. 

Hot Times in Den io 
I just wanted to congratulate you on the 
wonderful improvements yo u and your 
staff have accomplished in the last few 
years. Your editorial about Winnemucca 
and the Humboldt River got to me as I 
have lived on it for 44 years from 20 Mile 
Hill to above Golconda. I am going to send 
this copy of a postcard type I have had 
since I was a child about 50 years ago. 

I was supposed to have a beer with you 
at the Winnemucca rodeo in '82 but I was 
not quite up to it. I knew Bobby Tallman 
(May/ June '83) quite well. Showed him 
how to tie a butcher knot on surveyor 
stakes when he was small. 

You should go to the roping in Denio 
on the first Saturday in June. It is a 
genuine community event. The people 
there are wonderful. I met Linda Dufurrena 
while she was doing dishes; the Wilsons 
from Virgin Valley were cutting the beef. 
People from California, Oregon, Idaho, 
Alaska, and evada made for a wonderful 
time. 

Jim Boyd 
Dallas, OR. 

I loved the article about Boulder City in 
your Jan/ Feb issue. However, it left out a 
wonderful new addition to Boulder City: 

ew Life Foundation. New Life and its 
director, Vernon Howard, are a beacon of 
light for those interested in inner develop­
ment, higher teachings, and an escape 
from religious hypocrisy. Howard is an 
"attraction" himself. People come from all 
over the world to hear him in person. He 
also can be heard on local radio, KVOV, 
1280 AM, every weekday at 4 p.m. 

Dorothy Ramirez 
Clark County Educator 

Boulder City, V 

Theory of Relativity 
As Dad told me, Granddad and a brother 
left Northern Italy, took a steamer (steer­
age) from Genoa to Boston in the spring of 
1870, a train to Chicago, where the brother 
decided to stay, and "founded" the Chicago 
branch of the Quilici tribe. 

Granddad headed west to Dayton, Ne­
vada, where a friend resided, arriving 
there in the fall of 1870. According to Dad, 
Granddad was not a miner, but was pretty 
shrewd and made a potfull raising vege­
tables and milk cows (for milk, butter, 
cheese, etc.), which he in turn sold to the 
miners at Virginia City. Granddad left 
Dayton in the late 1870s, went back to 

(Coll/illlled all page 38) 





Single Occupancy 
Package: $63 
(3 days. 
2 Nights) 
Extra Nights 
$1484 
per person. 
Double 
Occupancy 

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION 

WRm, 
SHOWBOAT HOm 
2800 E. FREMOJIIT ST 
lJI.S VEGAS. NEVADA 

89104 
OR CALL TOLL FREE 

1·800·634·3484 

The Showboat combines the comfort. luxury 
and convenience of a modem hotel with the 
Image of yesteryear. Relax by the beautiful 
pool or soak up some sun by playing golf on 
our championship Showboat Golf Course and 
Country Club. For Indoor sports bowl on our 
106 championship lanes, attend a boxlng bout 
or tempt lady luck. Looking for more? There's 
top notch entertainment, including big band 
dancing periodically In our pavilion, plus the 
finest food In town. 

PADDLEWHEELPACKAGE INCLUDES: 
• LUXURIOUS ROOM ACCOMMODATIONS 
FOR 2 NIGHrS • ONE DINNER • ONE 
LUNCHEON • ONE COCKTAIL IN CASINO 
BAR • nIREE BINGO GAMES • TWO LINES 
OF BOWLING . POOL LOUNGE . BAGGAGE 
HANDLING IN & our • SHlJI1LE TO & FROM 
AIRPORT • ALL GRATUmES ON ABOVE 
ITEMS. 
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Real Reno 
Take this colorful evening tour and you'll see 

glimpses of the old Reno, where people are more 
remarkable than the neon. 

By Warren Lerude 

t e dark amber liquid 
in the bell-shaped glass is Arner Picon. That's 
a French liqueur. It tastes a little like orange 
rind. That is, until you add the cherry-red 
grenadine. And the fizzing soda water. And 
the lemon peel. After you stir all that around 
tiny ice cubes, the Arner Picon tastes even less 
like orange rind. And after you float a little 

Harrah's may overlook 
the Sal1ta Fe, but 
old-timers like 
Leol1 Etchemendy 
(see page 29) wouldll'/ 
lI1iss Santa Fe co-owl1er 
Jill Zubillaga's 
greetil1gs-or her 
food al1d drillk. 
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brandy on top, it doesn' t taste much like 
orange rind at all. 

What it does taste like is a Picon 
Punch, which is what they serve at the 
long bar in Reno's Santa Fe Hotel. The 
Picon Punch is a potent drink you should 
not enjoy in great numbers. One or two 
never hurt anyone, say the old sheep­
herders who gather in the hotel. And if 
you believe that, you may position 
yourself for a walking tour of the Real 
Reno. 

This walking tour includes some of the 
glitter everyone sees in touristy Reno. 
But it also takes a closer look at the Reno 
that once was, and at times still is, a place 
where the people are more remarkable 
than the neon. 

You can tell you're in the Real Reno as 
you approach the Santa Fe's thin neon 
sign at 235 Lake Street on what some 
regard as the downside of downtown 
Reno. The Santa Fe's two stories of clean, 
red brick stand in contrast to the fading 
buildings across the street, where weather­
worn signs tell of the once-proud 
Columbo Hotel, 1929, and its aging sister, 
the Toscano. 

"Girls Girls Girls, Roaring 20s Top­
less," the signs beckon to those interested 
in that sort of thing on the landmark 
Columbo-Toscano side of the street. On 
the Santa Fe side, the sign says, "Basque 
Family Style Dinners." Thus the contrast 
of the Real Reno. 

For the purposes of this sociological 
trek we'll opt for the family-style dinner. 

As you walk through the double doors 
of the Santa Fe Hotel, your searching 
eyes discern the authenticity of ethnic 
Nevada. "Eskualdun Etchea," reads the 
cursive, inlaid inscription on the check­
ered linoleum floor just inside the door. 
Joe Zubillaga, the robust man behind the 
bar, will tell you that the mysterious 
words mean, "House of the Basques." 

Joe's last name, like most Basque 
words, appears to be a tongue twister. It 
is pronounced Zoo-Be-Agh-Ah. The 
words on the floor are pronounced 
S-Qual-Doon, Etch-A-Ah. Pronouncing 
this stuff right is part of getting along in 
the Real Reno. So you might want to try it 
again : S-Qual-Doon, Etch-A-Ah. Once 
you've got that down, if you experience 
one of Joe Zoo-Be-Agh-Ah's Picon 
Punches, you may want to toss off a 
casual "Oh-Saw-Gar-Eia." That's written, 
in Basque, "Osagarria," and it means, 
roughly, "To your good health." 

The Real Reno, the town behind the 
neon, is a community of ethnic diversity 
built around family life. Most visitors 
don't know this. Most residents do. Home 
folks often go to the Basque restaurants 
for family gatherings. Here at the Santa 
Fe children run amok in the bar as 
families and friends await the announce­
ment at 6:30 p.m. sharp that the dining 
room is open. 

Through the din of 50 to 100 people, if 
you listen closely, you will hear lively 
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TOTAL JACKPOTS 
PAID IN ONE DAY 

APRIL 12. 1975 

14,865 
[V[R'I5.9 SECONOS 

music, but the strains are not those of 
rock 'n' roll. Walk to the juke box and 
look at the fading titles. "Jotas Para 
Bailar." That one's by Jacinta Bartolome. 
Another title, "Y Viva Espana," doesn't 
identify the musicians. Play it, however, 
and you'll know they've got the soul of 
Spain- and of ethnic Nevada. 

The Basque hotels sprang to life in the 
American West to serve the emigrant 
sheepherders who came from the Pyre­
nees of France and Spain, where the 
Basques have lived for centuries. Now, 
these family-style restaurants serve cama­
raderie to tourists and townsfolk. 

This evening in the Real Reno could 
simply end right where we began, at one 
of the Santa Fe's long tables, enjoying an 
eight-course meal for $9, a meal cooked 
and served by Joe Zubillaga's family, 
including his spirited wife, Jill, a Fulbright 
scholar and philologist who speaks faster 
than you can listen-in six languages. 

But, let us take a look at the neighbor­
hood. 

Walk out the Santa Fe's back door and 
you'll find an alley that dead-ends at 
Harrah's casino complex. Enter the glitter 
of cosmopolitan Reno. No linoleum 
floors here . Harrah's is the splendor of 
modern marketing and New York Stock 
Exchange brainpower. 

Bill Harrah was a color-coded man, 
and the colors he favored were earth 

It could be 1940. Maybe it is. Nevada 
Club el1lployees War1da Andrews 

(above), with 14 years of service, and 
Wilson COl1nally and Carolil1e 

MOlltgomenj, with 20 alld 23 years, 
like it that way. 

tones. If a casino can escape garishness, 
Harrah's makes the best effort with its 
soft browns, golds, and easy reds that 
flow in design from carpeting to wall 
coverings. 

Harrah's race book is no Damon 
Runyon joint. Modern graphics, blowups 
of intense, jockeying striders, pull your 
attention-in color, of course. The snack 
bar is as clean as a silver spoon in an 
upscale baby's mouth. The lemon in the 
meringue pie is as yellow and wonderful 
as, well, a full, ripe lemon itself. 

If you want to know the flavors of the 
$1.35 milkshakes, ask the attendants. 
They welcome you, these apple-cheeked 
American youths with their clear eyes, 
broad smiles of even white teeth, he in 
his fire-engine red blazer, she in her 
snow-white uniform with red apron. 

Harrah's is the Real Reno, too. This is 
the gambling den raised to 20th-century 
art form. You don't feel at all threatened 
by any of the evils that your grandmother 
said derived from the wagers of sin . In 
fact, you almost feel the wholesomeness 
of Disneyland. Without question, you feel 
comfortable. There seems to be a sub­
liminal message: we' re okay, you're okay, 
everything's okay, and on top of that 
there's the Skyway Buffet for only $7.95. 

Harrah's quality control, an act of Bill 
Harrah's own genius that the Holiday 
Inns proprietors are making efforts to 



Families and groups come to feast 
011 the pure-Basque delights at 
the Santa Fe, where DWllers Jill (above) 
alld Joe Zubillaga (right) serve 
bread, beans, mId Picon PUllch with 
a flourish. 

continue, is as reassuring as a Lawrence 
Welk waltz. Suddenly, you not only 
wouldn't mind if your daughter married a 
gambler, but you also begin to think it 
might be rather wonderful if she became 
one herself. She would join the uniformly 
good-looking dealers whose bright smiles 
are as wide as a 52-card spread, becoming 
a part of a team that strikes you as a 
couple of notches above the stewardesses 
on the first-class run from San Francisco 
to ew York. 

There must be something awry here, 
you tell yourself. But you cannot find it. 
The ashtrays? Empty. They' re not only 
clean, they're polished. Restrooms? Clean 
as surgery centers. Windows in the 
skyway leading to the main hotel? 
Spotless. Inside and out. On a rainy day. 

Harrah's is an integral part of the Real 
Reno, for Harrah's set the higher standard 
in this gambling town. You don't just play 
a slot machine; you play at a Carousel of 
Dollar Slots. A drink? If you step into the 
Hideway Lounge, which you can't miss 
because it is foursquare to the main 
casino, you are greeted by a bartender in 
a bow tie. He looks like the wholesome 
young man you hoped would take your 
daughter to the Sunday evening church 
social. Perhaps he is the minister's son. 
Well, at least he's got to be a chess player. 

Everything is just about perfect at 
Harrah's. If there's a gamblers' heaven, 

this is it. So we could end our walk 
through downtown Reno with this con­
trast- the Old World nuance of the Santa 
Fe, the Big Board polish of Harrah's. But 
there's more. 

Slipping out of Harrah's western exit 
into another alley, we shuffle over to the 

evada Club. The evada Club is 
vintage Reno. "Nevada fun the way you 
want it to be," you are advis d by a small 
sign next to the swinging glass doors. 
What's more, the sign says, this is where 
you will find " evada's friendly folks." 

At first glance, you do see a different 
crowd. You're not sure this is the 
appropriate place for your daughter to be 
dealing cards. Rather, it occur to yo u it 
might be a better place for your sainted 
grandmother to turn an ace and a spade. 
There's an older crowd behind and in 
front of the tables. 

There's not a Carousel of Slot any­
where. There are scores of fast-paced, 
old-fashioned mechanical slot machine. 
You can hear the whirl and the clunk, 
clunk, clunk a the reels churn to udden 
tops. The gamblers aren't intense. They 

act like they' re having fun . In fact, they 
are smiling. 

You look at the gray-haired man in the 
slightly-worn woolen sport coat as he 
approache the change lady. The man 
laughs about something. The change lady 
laughs, too. Anothe r change lady joins 

them. And she laughs. What are these 
people laughing about? Something some­
one said. To the other person. They talk 
to each other in the evada Club. 

This is no Damon Runyon joint, either. 
It's better. First thing you notice is the 
snack bar. You can spot it right away 
because there, above it, in faint red neon 
is a sign that says, "Snack Bar." A line of 
blue neon underscores the red. Here a 
hot dog is $1.05, and the marketing isn' t 
that of Harrah's understated sophistica­
tion. The wall menus show prominently 
the Coca-Cola logo. You wonder, when 
was the last time a Coca-Cola sign went 
high profile in Harrah's? 

You don't see a milkshake listed on the 
Coca-Cola sign. So you ask the lady 
behind the counter, "How much is a 
milkshake?" "It's $1.22," she says cheer­
fully, matter-of-factly. You don't ask why 
it's $1.22 rather than $1.20 or $1.25. 
Seems okay to her. Seems okay to you. 
That's the way it is in the evada Club. 

Another neon ign, the kind you used 
to see around drug stores in the 1940s, 
says, in blue, "Lower Deck," and, in red, 
"Gaming, Bar-Food, Rest Rooms." It's 
utilitarian, not promotional. It tells you 
what you need to know. The system 
works. If you want to gamble, drink, eat, 
or go to the bathroom, go down to the 
lower deck. If you don't, don' t. Stay 
where you are. 

earby is a homemade wooden box 
sprinkled with little light bulb . A faded 
sign states, "Total Jackpots Today since 1 
a.m." It's now 2:30 p.m. one of the little 
light bulbs is lit. You ask the woman at 
the change booth, "What's that thing?" 

"Oh," says one of evada's friendly 
folks in a sisterly way, "that lights up and 
tells how many jackpots we've had ." 

"How come it's not lit up now?" 
"Oh, it's been broken for a long time." 
That's how it is at the evada Club. 

o big deal. Ask a friendly question, get a 
friendly answer. 

Over to the side of the casino a couple 
more neon signs say, "Change" and 
"Office." You walk over to the "Office" 
and notice a plaque and a picture of a 
handsome man. The plaque tells you: " In 
memory of Lincoln Fitzgerald 1892-1981 
Highly R spected and Much Loved, 

evada Club Employees." 
And you wonder, could you ever find 

uch a folk y little display in Harrah's, 
where Bill Harrah was highly respected 
and much loved by many folks? You 
conclude you simply find such things in 
the evada Club. That's the way the 
place is. Matter of fact. They respected 
and loved their boss, "Fitz," so why not 
put his picture and a little plaque on the 
wall and say o? Why not? 

As you look around the casino, you 
begin to think you' re in another era, 
perhaps the 1940 , certainly in an era of 
personal rather than corporate gambling. 
What's that, there on the mirrored 
column next to a gambling table? A 
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couple of letters, one frayed. Nosy, you 
read . One tells the employees, and 
anyone else who is curious, about life 
insurance benefi ts; the other, vacation 
scheduling. 

"This is a family operation," a key lady 
te lls you. 

"How long have you been working 
here?" you ask. 

"Thirty years," she says, cheerfully. 
"Must be a good place to work." 
"Oh, it is . If we have a problem we just 

ca ll Mrs. Fitz and we give her our view 
and she gives us her view." 

"No problem getting to top manage­
ment?" 

"No. We just call Mrs. Fitz and work it 
out. She's very n ice." 

You chat with the key lady, whose 
assignment is to open slot machines 
when they are jammed or need to be 
reset after payoffs, and you look around 
the Nevada Club. 

A neatly lettered sign states: 
"Total Jackpots 
"April 12, 1975 
"14,865 
"Every 5.9 Seconds." 
You wonder, has this place had a big 

day since then? But you don't wonder 
long. You simply accept the news, the 
Nevada Club had a big day back in '75. 

Plumbing pipes hang from ceilings, 
exposed to view. Green carpeting is 
rep laced on some stairs with brown 
material, causing a casual mismatch. 
Silver tape holds together the worn 
carpeting on the main floor, and, upstairs, 
venetian blinds hang in front of windows, 
there since they were fash ionably new, 
which was a year or th ree ago. 

The snack bars look like Broadway 
sets. So does the upstairs keno parlor, 
which seems reminiscent not of the 1940s 
but perhaps of an earlier day. Over by the 
back bar, you see a scoreboard used to 
keep track of big league baseball. It's not 
hard to imagine the guy in the straw hat 
on a sweaty summer evening chalking up 
the news off a ticker tape. 

The Nevada Club isn't simply the Real 
Reno. It is the Real Nevada, the Nevada 
of a less sophisticated, more straightfor­
ward age. The Nevada Club, to its charm­
ing credit, is a living museum of gambling­
house atmosphere. It is fu ll of people of 
good humor who like to talk to you. 

There's more of the Real Reno to 
explore, of course. You can find it just out 
the Virginia Street door, past the Nevada 
Club's slightly boastful neon sign pro­
claiming it has an escalator. 

But I think I'll wander back over to the 
Santa Fe and listen to "Eskual Herria 
Gerard" on the juke box. So now you're 
on your own. 0 

Warren Lerude of Reno is a journalism pro­
fessor at UNR, a publishing consultant, and a 
Reno native. The former editor and publisher of 
the Reno Newspapers won the Pulitzer Prize for 
Editorial Writing in 1977. 



Laurel and Hardy struggle to start a 1914 Model T pie wagon amid a timeless traffic jam of gleaming antique autos. 

If you yelled, "Taxi!" on a busy city street comer 
in 1923, and were lucky, a Yellow Cab like this 
would take your fare. 

Ralph Engelstad's gleaming collection of vintage autos 
is the crowning glory of his Imperial Palace . 

By Lynn Mawson 

.. plaque in Ralph Engelstad's office reads, "The harder I work, the luckier I 
~get." Work and luck so far have helped him rise from chief of a small Las 
Vegas construction company, which he started in 1960, to sole owner of the 
I ,SOO-room Imperial Palace Hotel and Casino. It hardly seems that he did it all 
for the money, though, because Engelstad has spent a great portion of his time 
and earnings in collecting, displaying, and promoting one of the world's most 

Henry Ford, father of the assembly line, ponders 
his famous, revolutionary automobile, the 1914 
Model T "Tin Lizzie." 

The center headlight on this rare 1947 Tucker 
tums left and right with the steering wheel. It was 
an idea that didn 't catch on. 
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, I 
Car collector Ralph Engelstad's heroes have 
lIames like Ford, Lelalld, Olds, and Dodge. 

elegant auto mobil e collection . 
Enge lstad is a se lf-made man, almost a 

textbook case of success in the free enter­
prise system. When he grew up in 
Minnesota, his heroes were named Ford, 
Leland, aIds, Dodge, Stanley- car makers 
all. He con tinued to remember such in­
ventors and entrepreneurs when he 
attended college in orth Dakota on a 
hockey scholarship. In 1960 he moved to 
Las Vegas and with a loan started a con­
struction company. Building tract houses 
made his fortune . In 1971 he bought the 
sprawling Flamingo Capri motel-casino 
and completely rebuilt it as the Imperial 
Palace. 

But maybe he did it just to have a 
large, bright, airy gallery for his Impe rial 
Palace Auto Collection. Located on the 

And a Thousand More 
In Reno there's another car collection 
assembled by a Nevada gaming 
tycoon . Harrah's Automobile Col­
lection includes more than a thou­
sand cars-it's the world's largest­
and has been featured in tours, 
books and, recently, its own tele­
vision special. Begun by Bill Harrah 
in the late 1940s, the collection is 
located on East Glendale Avenue in 
Sparks. 

You can get a free ride there on a 
bus that leaves Harrah's downtown 
hotel on the hour between 10 a.m. 
and 4 p.m. It's a three-mile drive 
from the center of Reno to the col­
lection. Admission is $5 for adults, 
$3 for ages 6-15, and free for 
children 5 and under. Hours are 9 
a.m. to 6 p.m., every day. 

top floor of the hotel 's parking garage 
and opened to the public in 1981, the 
collection shows more than 200 cars. 
Approximately 150 are in Engelstad's 
warehouses or awaiting restoration in his 
special body shop. And he continues to 
look everywhere for prize autos- from 
rural sheds and barns to the heady wor ld 
of auto auctions, where a nod of the head 
may mean a raise to $80,000. 

Three kinds of automobiles are in the 
$20-million collection-antiques, classics, 
and special-interest. The special-interest 
cars are unique due to their engineering 
or the fame of their owners. Examples 
are Adolph Hitler's armor-plated, self­
destructing 1939 Mercedes-Benz, a 1928 
Delage custom-built for the King of Siam, 
and Howard Hughes' 1954 Chrysler. The 
likes of a 1931 V-16 Cadillac, 1930 
Cord L-29, and 1934 'Duesenberg repre­
sent the classics category. 

The antiques make up most of the IP 
collection, however. There are early 
models of Fords, including the 1929 
Model A that was Engelstad's first acqui­
sition, and Oldsmobiles and Chevrolets. 
The oldest cars are an 1898 La Nef, an 
early French car, and a 1900 Mobile 
Steamer. But the models saved from 
extinction are even more intriguing, 
because they bear witness to the diversity 
of automotive design early in this century. 
Approximately 2,000 makes died along 
the way to the dealer's showroom. They 
were cars with names like Lenawee, 
Schact, Gatts, and Knox, each of which is 
represented in the collection. 

Engelstad's collection has earned in­
ternational renown. In 1983 he lent 30 
automobiles to Autobuc, a Japanese auto 
conglomorate. Valued at $2.6 million, the 
auto exhibition drew more than a half­
million people at Tokyo's Harumi Exhibi­
tion Hall last summer. 

Every fall Engelstad promotes his 
co ll ection and helps antique car enthusi­
asts to revel in automotive elegance 
during the Imperial Palace Antique Auto 
Run. Collectors bring their vintage models 
to Las Vegas for a 58-mile caravan 
through Red Rock Canyon with a stop for 
a catered barbecue at Spring Mountain 
Ranch State Park. In 1982 the first run 
drew 60 entrants; in 1983 there were 134 
entrants, including 10 cars from the IP 
collection. Robert Goulet, Lovelace Wat­
kins, two-time Indy 500 winner Rodger 
Ward, Peter Marshall, and other celebri­
ties have driven in the run . The 1984 Run 
is scheduled for October 27, and a host of 
classics and automotive and entertain­
ment celebrities will again be present. 0 

Th e Imperial Palace Auto Collection is located 
behind the Imperial Palace Hotel and Casino on 
the fifth floor of its parking garage. TIle col­
lection is open daily, and admission is $3.75 for 
adults, $2 for ch ildren under 12 and senior citi­
zens 65 and over, and free for children under 5. 
A gift shop at the entrance sells a wide selection 
of automotive books and memorabilia. 
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There was plenty of sporting money in 
Virginia City in 1891 , and hundreds of people 

came by to see Leo and his keg of beer. 
Some, like Two Toed Pete, were willing to bet 

. that Leo's mouth was bigger than his muscles. 

By R. E. "Colonel" Priest 

]I! very time Leo Hechinger went 
I into th e Delta Saloon and sawall 

tho e diamonds on the slim fingers 
of Two Toed Pete, he got mad with 
him self. It wa like a slap in the face to 
see Pete sitting there behind his black­
jack game like a spider waiting to pounce 
on his victim. And the big diamonds gave 
parkling te timony to his skill with 

ca rd s. 
Leo figured thelt he had bought and 
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paid for at least one of tho e rings. Only 
trouble was, he wasn't wearing it. 

Leo wa a tall , thin German, about 30 
years old. His eyes were blue and his hair 
was the color of newly sawed pine 
lumber and he weighed 150 pounds. His 
job in 1891 was to climb up and down 
ladders replacing the burned-out electric 
light bulbs in the street lamp of Virginia 
Ci ty, Gold Hill and Silver City: The 
official lamplighter on th e Com tock, he 

did lots of climbing and replacing in 
those days . 

Leo lived alone in a small cabin on th e 
slopes of Mt. Davidson. He was well 
known and well liked, and he'd often 
invite 12 to 15 of his friends to his place 
for a Dutch lunch and beer. He'd buy an 
eight gallon keg of beer from the Union 
Brewery and have it delivered to his 
cabin, and the men's talk would be as 
varied a their interests and occupations. 
Miners, mill men, teamster and prospec­
tors-they were a varied lot. But several 
had a common financial interest in Two 
Toed Pete's diamonds. So he, and other 
of his kind, were the princ ipal subjects of 
conversation. 

Pete was e pecially di sliked because 
he displayed his affluence arrogantly and 
eemed to be too lucky too much of th e 

time. The men all agreed that something 
had to be done about Pete, but they 
didn' t know exactly what. 

On one of these occasions, the brewery 
was late delivering the beer. Leo's friends 
were all assembled, sampling his Dutch 
lunch and impatiently waiting for some­
thing more fitting than water to wash it 
down with. At last the wagon drove up 
and the keg was unloaded . As the 
delivery man started to lug it inside, he 
slipped and dropped it on the porch. It 
made a thunderous cra h and nearly 
went through the floor. 

Leo picked it up a though it were a 
pound of butter and ca rried it inside. His 
guests stared at him . Most of them were 
bigger and brawnier than he was, but 
when they tried to lift th e barrel they had 
to struggle with it. Then Leo hefted it 
again and paraded around the room. 

Someone got an idea. Someone e lse 
enlarged upon it. They kicked it around. 
And as th e keg got emptier, the idea got 
bigger. They asked Leo if he could do it. 
Leo said he didn't know. He laughed and 
told them h thought he could and that 
when they all met again he would have a 
definite answer. 

For seve ral weeks afterward, few of 
them made any attempt to recla im their 
interest in Pete' diamonds, remember­
ing Leo's la st words to th e m on th e night 
the big idea wa born: "Save your money, 
boys, save yo ur m oney." 

The next time there was a pa rty at 
Leo's house and th e brewery delivered 
th e bee r, Leo couldn't seem to find th e 
empty keg. The delive ry man finally 
accepted an extra depos it and drove off 
grumbling. When the delive ry man was 
out of hearing, Leo called all hi s friends 
into one room and swore them to 
secrecy. Then he to ld them that he co uld 
definitely do it and that now all th ey 
needed was plenty of betting mo ney. 

Two Toed Pe te's busine was bad, 
and he wondered why so me of hi s most 
avid victim had n' t been hono ring hi s 
game with th eir pre e nce and th e ir 
bankrolls. So at the first opportunity he 
sta rted asking questions. He was to ld that 
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most of his spec ia l custo mers we re so re 
at him because it seemed as if nobody 
eve r won at his game. 

Pe te cau ght on fa st and decid ed that 
he'd have to get th e old ga mblin g fever 
fir ed up again by letting so me of th e 
heav iest lose rs w in, at least part o f th e 
tim e. 

So so me of the sec ret circle s ta rted 
winning. They passed th e word, amongst 
th e mse lves, that Pe te seemed to be in a 
los ing cycle. Seve ral o f th em pla ye d w ith 
Pete and won co nsid e rable am ounts. 
Th ey playe d till he tightened up aga in . 
Then th ey a ll quit and put th eir m oney in 
th e bank. 

~ ne day several wee ks afte r th e 
epi sod e of th e missing keg, Leo 
had a full one d elive red to th e 

U.s. Sal oon at th e corn e r o f Uni on and C 
streets. And th e nex t da y, Jun e 17, 1891, 
an ad appea red in the Territorial Enter­
prise: 

"A Chance For Sporting Men: I the under­
sigl1ed am willi ng to wager anything from one 
dolla r to thirty five hu ndred dollars that I can 
pick up alld shoulder an eight gallon oak keg 
of beer; not to weigh less th an one hundred 
five poul1ds, an d pack it; without rest, without 
allY ham ess, canes, crutches or any other 
manner of artificial support, from the U. S. 
Saloon at th e cOrrieI' of Union and C streets to 
the flagstaff 011 top of Mt. Davidson and 
returrl to startil1g place. Man, keg and belling 
money carl be fo und at the U. S. Sa loon, Union 
and C streets, Virginia City. 

"Signed, Leo Hech inger. " 
There was plenty of spo rting money in 

Virginia City in 1891, and in the next few 
days hundreds of peo pl e cam e by to see 
Leo and his keg of bee r. Evenings and on 
days w hen he wasn' t working, he dressed 
up in a lion's skin like a strong man. He 
mad e fi e rce faces and fl exed his muscles, 
but h e didn' t sca re anybod y and he didn' t 
have much muscle to fl ex. One look at hi s 
build and one he ft of th e bee r keg le ft 
many peo ple willing to be t that Leo's 
mouth was bigge r than hi s muscles . 

Some of th e secre t circle sta rted 
needlin g Two Toed Pete. They asked him 
if h e had mad e any bets yet, and if no t, 
why not? Just whe re was hi s spo rting 
blood anyway? They needl ed him in 
re lays. Nea rl y eve ry day h e had to lis ten 
to th e same insults and innue ndos fro m 
a dozen men o r mo re. 

ow, Two Toed Pete was no t s tupid. 
He kn ew be tte r than to bet on anoth e r 
man's ga me. He had always pla yed it safe, 
never placing a bet on an ything but a 
su re thing. But a man ca n onl y take so 
much . He we nt to th e U.s. Sa loon and 
saw Leo in his li on's s kin fl ex ing his puny 
muscles and looking ve ry fi e rce and 
dete rmin ed. Pete wasn' t a bit impressed 
by Leo. Then Pete he fted th e keg of beer, 
wh ich we igh ed 107 pounds. It took all hi s 
muscle just to li ft it off th e scales. 

Then he we nt to seve ra l d octo rs and 
asked th eir opinions. Nearl y all o f th em 

agreed tha t no o ne weighin g onl y 150 
pounds could ca rry such an awkwa rd 
dead we ight up th e a lmost 40-degree 
slope of Mt. Davidson without rest and 
without a harness o r pack board . Leo 
would be sta rting in th e rarifi ed atmos­
phe re of 6,110 feet a ltitude and climbing 
up that g rave lly slo pe to th e 7,775-foot 
pea k, a four-mile round trip. The docto rs 
told Pe te it was a physica l impossibility. 

So Two Toed Pe te hocked hi s dia­
monds, took most o f th e bankro ll off his 
blac kja ck ga m e and plunged in w ith bo th 
fee t. Several o f th e d octo rs al so had hard 
cash to back up th e ir opinio ns. 

All betto rs ag reed, be fo re impa rtial 
witnesses, th at if Leo should stop wa lking 
fo r longe r than 30 second s he would be 
co nsid ered restin g and a ll those .be tting 
on him would lose, and if he should slip 
and let th e keg touch th e g round, he and 
all th ose be tting o n him wo uld lose . 

As th e ex pe rt opinion of th e doc to rs 
beca me kn own, odds we re o ffe red as 
high as 3 to 1 that Leo wasn't as skookum 

"----
Pete went to several 

doctors, nearly all of whom 
agreed that no one weighing 
only 150 pounds could carry 
the beer keg up Mt. Davidson 
without a rest or a harness. 
So he hocked his diamonds 

and plunged in with 
both feet. 

" as he th ought he was. Leo's fr iend s had 
been wa iting fo r thi s d eve lopment, and 
all th e money th ey had saved o r bo rrow­
ed was be t at the las t m om ent at th e 
highest odds ava il a ble. 

The stake ho lde rs' pockets we re 
heavy w ith ove r $32,000 in go ld 

. dust, g reenbacks and doubl e eagles 
when th e day of th e big eve nt a rrived . 
The boo ty's ownership would be de te r-
mined by th e endu ra nce of one sk inn y, 
bullheaded Dutchman - and on th e luck 
of his eve ry step . 

The inte rsection at Uni on and C was 
jammed with peo ple th at Jun e a ft e rn oon 
at three when Leo should e red his keg 
and sta rted up th e m ountainside. About 
15 peopl e, fo r and aga inst him, we nt 
along to see that n o o ne tripped him up 
o r gave him a he lping hand . 

To make d oubl y sure that th e re would 
be no dirty wo rk afoo t, th e she ri ff and 
two d eputies we nt with th em. The she ri ff 
wo re two big six-shoote rs and ca rried a 
topwa tch in o rd e r to tim e Leo's rests. 

Th e she ri ff was th e fin a l auth o rity. 
Leo led o ff, care full y ch oosing his path 

and picking hi s ste ps up th e treac he rou s 
slope. The sh e riff fo llowed about 20 fee t 
behind . The d eputies we re in th e Indian 
fil e of fo llowers strung out fo r 100 ya rd s 
or more a long th e tra il. Peo ple on th e 
streets watch ed the ir progress through 
fi e ld glasses and te lesco pes. 

Two Toed Pete, who had one of th e 
heaviest fin anci a l inte rests in th e out­
co me, s tarted with th e gro up . But h e fe ll 
out and we nt back befo re h e'd go ne 200 
yard s. 

About 300 ya rd s up th e steep s lope 
Leo veered sha rpl y to th e ri ght and 
sta rted wa lking a lm ost du e no rth . A g rea t 
howl we nt up from hal f of his pa rty and 
from the watche rs in th e streets w ho had 
bet aga inst him. They had exp ected him 
to wa lk in an a lmost stra ight line up th e 
stee p slope to th e fla gstaff on th e summit. 
But his route had no t bee n specifie d, no r 
was th ere any tim e limit. 

To his right and his left th e slope was 
grave ll y and treacherou s. But in th e 
directi on he chose to go, th e ri se was no t 
more than 15 d eg rees. It was pe rh aps a 
mile furth e r to th e summit, but he co uld 
reach it, with luck, if h e had the 
endurance. 

So Two Toed Pete g roa ned and antici­
pated th e wo rst. He cursed himse lf fo r a 
stupid fool and hoped that Leo would slip 
and fall and brea k hi s neck. 

But Leo mad e no fa lse steps, no r did 
he eve r once slow his pace . At th e 
summit he walked twi ce a round th e fl ag­
sta ff and h e and hi s fo ll owers ca me d own 
by a similar route . 

Two hours and 20 minutes after 
should ering th e keg h e was bac k at th e 
sta rting place. A g rea t chee r we nt u p 
from th e wa iting crowd as he wea ril y 
stagge red into th e intersecti on and slid 
th e keg to th e ground . The wi nning 
betto rs shook hi s numbed hand s and 
pounded him on th e back. 

The lose rs fe lt in g rea t need of mora le 
booste rs. The liquid va ri ety was most 
pre fe rred, so th ey sca tte red up and d own 
C Street in sea rch of so lace. Two Toed 
Pete dran k by himse lf. His fin ge rs looked 
indecent and naked. 

That night Leo's fri ends me t at hi s 
house fo r a victo ry celebrati on. Leo asked 
one fr ie nd if he would cl im b up to th e 
summit of Mt. Davidson and look und e r a 
pil e of rocks about 50 fee t sou th of th e 
flagstaff- and if h e would please empty 
and bring back th e mi ssing bee r keg tha t 
Leo had fill ed with wa ter and ca rri ed u p 
the mountain o ne da rk nigh t, when no 
one could see . 0 

RE. "Colonel" Priest was an artist, writer and 
mining man who lived in Gold Hill and la ter 
Carsoll City for many years. He died ill 1956. 
This unpublished story, based 0 11 a true event 
and accounts MI'. Pries.! heard from Comstock 
fr iends, was submitted by his daughter, Patricia 
Vreeland of Reno. 
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LENS 

Will 
somebody 
please 
answer 
the 
phone? 
In winter, chicken-hearted traveler 
shy away from the tortuou descent 
into Austin, a living ghost town 
perched in a canyon in the Toiyabe 
Range. Gone are the fair-weather 
tourists passing through the Central 

evada town, which is favored by 
photographers because of its historic 
charm. The seasonal lull made the 
International Hotel's lunch counter­
a traditional social and nutritional 
center of the town-even more 
appealing to Reno photographer 
Stuart Murtland. 

"1 prefer the classic photograph 
of the past," says the 30-year-old 
freelancer. "Black and white film 
achieves the look and the mood of 
that era, and evada's ru tic town 
make perfect subjects. Plac like the 
International Hotel were such 
fixtures of mall town life in evada, 
and now they are starting to 
disappear." But with hi lens, 
Murtland, a former TV produc r in 
Reno and La Vegas, was able to 
pre rve a bit of evada history 

"It seemed a if the old-fa hioned 
lunch counter was uspended in 
time," Murtland ays."1t could just as 
easily have been 1943 as 1983." 

-AIlIl Hellderson 
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Tile colltroversial "lllIlIIall" footprillts fO lllld at tile priso ll befllddled scielltists fo r decades. 

The Amazing Carson Footprints 
When Nevada State Prison inmates discovered 
a bed of ancient footprints , the world turned to 

the Silver State for proof of a primitive race 
of giant men. 

By Jordan D. Marche II 

The convicts we re th e first to kn ow 
about th e re ma rkabl e find , fo r th ey 
we re th e o nes who wo rked with 

picks and shove ls in th e pri son quarry in 
Ca rso n City. The wa rd en hea rd ab out it 
too, and beca me curi ous as more and 
more fossil s and footprints bega n appear­
ing in th e qu a rry in th e late 1870s. 

Pu zz led, he w ro te th e Califo rnia Acad­
emy o f Sc ie nces in San Francisco. The re 
was no reply; th e lette r had bee n lost. 
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Fina ll y th e acad emy's scie nti sts learned 
ab out th e foss il s and mad e th e journey to 
Ca rso n City. They co nclud ed tha t curi ous 
trac ks had bee n made by a nimals abo ut a 
milli on yea rs ago durin g th e Pl e istocene, 
or Ice Age, e poch. The s ite, whe re tra cks 
had bee n mad e in beds of silt a nd sa nd, 
ma y have bee n o n th e edge of ancient 
Lake Lahontan . But th e Carson Foo t­
prints we re even mo re no tewo rth y, sa id 
ce rta in sc ienti sts, because some of th e 

prints had been made by a membe r of a 
primitive race of human beings. 

That finding caused a sensation, rivet­
ing much attention on the tracks on th e 
prison floor. It al so created a puzzle that 
took 50 years to solve. 

Before then, little evidence of earl y 
man had been found , but the scienti sts' 
shocking conclusion - that a large, primi­
tive man had made SOme of the tracks­
was not completely unexpected . A century 
ago, Americans were occasionally excited 
by the discovery of " petrified" human 
remains. These colorful hoaxes, pe rpe­
trated in both story and stone, seemed to 
take their inspiration from the Bibl e and, 
in particular, from a compulsion to prove 
the literal truth of the passage in G enesi s, 
"There were giants on the earth in those 
days." One example was th e Cardiff 
Giant, a 10-foot stone figure that a New 
York man carefully buried and then re­
discovered on his brother-in-law's farm 
in 1869. The statue went on tour before 
the fraud was proved scientifically by 
Othnie l C. Marsh, an eminent Yale 
paleontologist. 

Another famous hoax was th e work of 
Virginia City reporter Mark Twain (see 
box) . In the Territorial Enterprise of October 
12, 1862, there appeared his story, "The 
Petrified Man," which poked ill-natured 
fun at a judge in the Humboldt Mining 
District. Twain wrote that a petrified man 
had been found at Gravelly Ford. The 
judge was said to have ridden five da ys to 
reach the scene and hold an inquest, 
following which came the jury's ve rdict: 
"death from protracted exposure." While 
local readers laughed at the joke, oth e r 
papers took the story seriously, and 
Twain 's petrified man shocked readers 
from coast to coast. 

The public al so had been warmed to 
the subject by the evolutionary th eories 
of Charles Darwin . His two works, 011 the 
Origin of Species, published in 1859, and 
Descent of Man, 1871, had outlined his 
be lief that man, like other animals, has 
descended from more primitive be ings. 
Thus, too, a fossil record of man's 
evolution probably existed. 

So when the convicts and then the 
scientists di scovered what became known 
as th e Carson Footprints, creationi sts and 
evolutionists began stepping on each 
others' th eories with a ven geance. 

The quarry where th e footprints were 
found cons isted o f coarse, brownish 
sand stone that had bee n excavated ove r 
th e years to a depth of abo ut 30 feet. 
(Man y of Carson City's old e r buildings, 
including th e State Museum and State 
Capito l, were built of " prison sandstone.") 
Foss ili zed impress io ns of woody plants, 
pine cones, fr eshwate r she ll s, and th e 
bo nes and teeth of large mamma ls had 
bee n found earli e r in th e sa me bed s. 
Then tw o thin laye rs of softe r shal e 
containing th e wondro us footprints we re 
fin a ll y ex posed by th e pri so ne rs' sho ve ls . 
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Muk Twain an4 the FassU Controversy 
The fossil footprillt controversy couldn't escape 
the attelltion of Mark Twain, who had been a 
reporter for Virgillia City's Territorial Enter­
prise ill the early 18605. Hopillg to dispel the 
cOIlfusioll, Twaill offered his own eyewitness 
account of tile "beasts" that made the footprillts. 
Following is all excerpt fro", Twaill's story as it 
appeared in the San Franciscan of February 16, 
1884: 

I t may be all very well for Professor 
Marsh and Professor Harkness to talk 

their scientific talk about the Carson 
Footprints, and try to saddle them onto 
the Primeval Man, the Irish Elk and 
others who are gone and cannot now 
defend themselves; it may be all very 
well, I say, and entertaining, and within 
the jus: limits of scientific slander and 
research, but it is not moral. For I know 
th e cold facts about the footprints, and I 
know they were not made by the 
Prim eva l Man, or th e Iri sh Elk, or any of 
that sect: they were made by the first 

Nevada Territorial Legislature, and I was 
there when it was done. 

It had rained rain all the evening 
outside, and it had rained whiskey all the 
evening inside- inside the fence, I mean, 
for there were no buildings in that early 
day - and neither you nor a much older 
man could have told on which sid e of the 
fence the weather was the most inclem­
ent. 

The footprint quarry, where that legis­
lature sa t-stood, while they cou ld, I 
mean,-was a dry alkali flat containing 
a fence-full of dry honorabl e alkalied flats 
from allover the Te rritory; and in three 
hours that first mentio ned flat was 
absolutely soaked, to a depth of three 
inches, and the o thers a ll th e way 
through And when th e weat her 
moderated so that one co uld venture 
outside-outside the fence-these latter 
adjourned. 

It was then that they made the tracks. 
They couldn' t help making them, for the 
place was a marsh I saw it done. The 

Primeval Man was absent; the Irish Elk 
did not arrive; the Cave Bear responded 
not to th e summons; the Old Silurian Ass 
got left. The menagerie was wholly local. 
Part of it I saw, and the rest of it I was. 

The Speaker went first. He made the 
large tracks- the ones that are eight 
inches broad and eighteen inches long, 
and resemble the footprint of a cham­
pagne basket. He was a prime man in two 
or three ways, and evil in forty, but he 
was not the Primeval Man, just the same: 
reflect upon this He was a rancher: 
kept a ranch; cattle ranch; and did not 
wear shoes, such not being his custom 
and always when he went forth ranching 
with all his might into th e pasture 
amongst the cattle, there was much hay 
and straw lying scattered about, and 
other material of a plastic nature acres 
of it, and this material and the straw did 
of a truth and by custom combine and 
form unto him uncreated sandals And 
as the prospectus years rolled on, his 
sandals waxed, and gathered grace and 
style, and also magnitude and majesty 
And he became a legislator, and also 
Speaker. 

These scientists are in an iII-con­
cealed sweat because they cannot tell 
why there are so many tracks, and all 
going one way, all going north. It was a 
large legislature, dear sirs: and the saloon 
was north . This is history, not conjecture. 
For I was there in person. 

And they cannot divine why the 
Prim eva l Man took such short steps, yet 
with so little lateral spread. Think of the 
feet he carried; also remember his condi­
tion: of course, a person could not spread 
late rall y, in his condition, as deftly as he 
could formerly when sober; necessa ril y 
he would spread laterall y, form erly, but 
not laterally, th e condition being reversed, 
you see. This seems simple . 

And they are perturbed because they 
cannot tell why the tracks are so confused, 
and move in such subtl y sinuous curves. 
Listen, then; I will explain this also. It is a 
law of nature that whiskey cannot be 
conveyed in straight lines by a legislature, 
except in buckets. A leg islature never 
uses buckets, man. 

The tracks attributed to th e Old 
Silurian Ass, were not made by th e Old 
Silurian Ass. I made them myse lf, and I 
am not an Old Silurian Ass. I ma y be 
some kind of an ass, and some observers 
have held the theory that I was and am. 
But I am not the Old Silurian Ass. I made 
those tracks; and I make the sam e tracks 
now And the man that calls me an Old 
Silurian Ass, and proves it, shall not go 
out of this world alive. 

Such is history. Such are the Carson 
Footprints. They are not fossiliferous, 
th ey are legislative; they are uniform, 
they are identical with the tracks d eposited 
by a ll adjourning leg islatures. In the 
West, I mean. Let us have peace. 0 
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In 1881 Warden William Garrard 
wrote to the scientific academy in San 
Francisco but received no answer. Then 
in the summer of 1882, W J. Hanks, 
sheriff of Storey County and a former 
prison employee, paid a visit to the 
academy and conveyed the news to 
Charles Drayton Gibbes, the geo logical 
museum's curator. The next month a 
party of investigators from the academy, 
including Gibbes, H. W Harkness, Pro­
fessors Le Conte and Rising from the 
California State University, and J.R. 
Scupham, visited the quarry. 

The spectacular sight was later de­
scribed by Harkness in a paper he read 
on August 7, 1882, before the academy: 

"Presumably we stand on the shore of 
this ancient pond or lake, and as we look 
about us we see the footprints of a variety 
of animals, among which we recognize 
those of the mammoth, the deer, the wolf, 
of many birds, of a horse, and most 
important of all, the imprints of the 
sandaled foot of a man." 

The largest and most distinctive of the 
Carson Footprints belonged to those of a 
mastodon, probably the American masto­
don or the wool y mammoth . The tracks 
measured 22 inches in diameter and were 
as much as five inches deep, although no 
distinct toe or foot-pad markings had 
been preserved. 

Besides these large, round prints, 
there were a great variety of smaller 
tracks. Some made by large birds with 
widely-spreading toes reached a length 
of five inches and indicated a stride of 12 
to 20 inches . Their size was compared by 
Professor Le Conte to the tracks of blue 
heron or whooping cranes . .It is also 
conceivable that large vultures ma y have 
made some of the prints. 

Still more tracks, each about five 
inches in diameter, were thought to have 
been made by a large cat such as the 
saber-tooth tiger. Those roughl y four 
inches across were attributed to a large 
dog or wolf, perhaps the Dire Wolf, 
known from th e Ranch o La Brea d eposits 
in Southern California, and others seemed 
to have been mad e by d ee r, elk, or 
buffalo. Lastly, nume rou s hoofprints of 
extinct horses were found on the sa me 
bedding plane. 

T he tracks that most excited the 
scientists, howeve r, were the 
"human" footprints first d esc ribed 

by Harkn ess . The prints were 19 inches 
long, eight inches across at the front of 
the foot, and s ix inches at the heel. The 
stride varied between two-and-a-half and 
three feet. The straddl e was about 18 
inches wide. No signs of toe or claw 
marks co uld be noted on any of these 
tracks. 

Because the prints appeared to have 
been made by a two- legged c,reature, 
Harkness and Gibbes put forth their 
"sandaled huma n foot" hypothesis. The 
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Detail from all 1884 /IIap. It said the IOIlg, curved 
tracks had been made by a "gia/lt /II a)!. " 

prints' extraordinary size precluded a 
bare-footed walker, so they suggested 
large wooden sandals had been worn. 
This idea came in part from Garrard, the 
warden, who first supposed that the feet 
had been " moccasined ." 

Several other characteristics of the 
tracks supported the "human foot" theory. 
Scientists pointed to the curvature of the 
foot, its outward turn, and the length of 
the stride-about that of a six-foot-tall 
man. 

But the one property of th e tracks that 
cast doubt on the human theo ry was the 
18-inch straddle. Le Conte pointed out 
that the straddle was "as great as the 
contemporaneous elephant." The foot­
prints, he argued, could onl y have been 
made by a four-footed animal, perhaps a 
bea r, or " the extinct gigantic ground 
sloth, the Mylodol'l-perhaps more likely 
the latter." Indeed, when the Mylodol'l 
walked, its hind feet fell almost exactly 
over the prints just made by its forefeet. 
This gave in all appearances a bipedal 
trackway. The stride, or average spacing 
between successive prints, measured 
roughly four-and-a-half feet. The straddl e, 
howeve r, was only 19 inches. As for the 
absence of toe or claw marks, Le Conte 
sa id that was due to " th e clogging of the 
feet with mud." 

Further suppo rt for Le Conte's quad­
rupedal theory ca me from paleontologist 
Othniel C. Marsh of Yale, who had 
exposed the Cardiff Giant hoax. Marsh 
compared diagrams of th e Nevada foot­
prints to the reconstructed foot of the 
South American sloth Mylodoll robus tus . 
Finding nea rl y perfec t agreement, he 
conclud ed "that the supposed human 
tracks were made by la rge Ede ntates," 
which were mammals wi th grea tl y re­
duced, si mplifi ed, o r absent teeth. In 
additi on, he cited the important fact " that 
some of these tracks show impressions of 
the forefeet somewhat outside of the 
large footprints ." It thus appeared, scien-



tifically, that the "human" theory was 
dead . 

The next person to devote consider­
able attention to the Carson Footprints, 
and who confirmed the non-human 
theory, was paleontologist Chester Stock. 
His work was aided by the excavation of 
the Rancho La Brea asphalt deposits in 
Southern Californ ia. From that wealth of 
material came a fair knowledge of those 
anima ls that were contemporaries of the 
Nevada trackmakers. In 1917, Stock 
observed that "A com parison between 
the pes (hind foot) of Mylodon harlani 
from Rancho La Brea and the debatable 
footprints at Carson City reveals a 
remarkab le similarity in size and general 
outline." 

Two years later he examined "a 
number of specimens of fossil mammals 
collected in the prison yard during past 
quarrying opera tions for building stone. 
In the material preserved we re frag­
ments of a skull and a cervical (neck) 
vertebra belonging to the ground sloth. 
The actual occurrence of osseous (bony) 
remains of Mylodon in the Pleistocene 
deposits at Carson City, evada, removes 
still furthe r the possibility that the Carson 
footprints are to be attributed to a 
member of the Hominidae (human race) , 
and materially ubstantiates the sug­
gestions of Le Conte and Marsh." Thus, 
the long-standing mystery of the en ig­
matic tracks had at last been so lved. 

A century later there are few re­
minders of the remarkable Carson 
Footprints. The evada State Mu­

seum has exhibits on the sloth and 
mammoth, and U R's Mackay School of 
Mines Museum displays two genuine 
tracks of the sloth and those of a horse. 
The University of Ca lifornia Museum of 
Paleontology in Berkeley has a plaster 
cast of the sloth tracks, while the atural 
History Museum of Los Angeles County 
retains the Mylodon ske letal fragmen ts 
described by Chester Stock. Many shell, 
plant, and teeth fossils collected during 
the first visit of Harkness, Gibbes, and Le 
Conte were housed at the California 
Academy of Sciences, but a ll were 
destroyed in the 1906 San Francisco 
earthquake. 

As late as 1936 clearly-defined foot­
prints of the mammoth and sloth were 
preserved for casual inspection at the 
prison, in two tunnels in the yard's east 
wall and at a spot near the west wa ll. 
Today, however, only the upper 10 to 20 
fe et of original rock walls are still visib le. 
The footprints are now covered by many 
feet of soil and the foundations of new 
buildings. 0 

jordarl D. Marche II is a freelarlce wriler who 
enjoys sludying old-lime paleontology. A former 
program specialist with Reno's Fleischmann 
Planetarium, Marche is /lOW planetarium direc­
tor at the North Mu seum at Franklin and 
Marshall College in Lancaster, Pennsylvania. 
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For the instant millionaire, 
life is never quite the same. 

By Rena Dictor LeBlanc 

After her victory last spring, mother-to-be Marie Pomplun marveled at her winnings: a million in $100 
bills. On stage from left are Charles and Jessie Louise Bolsten, the runner-up, next to Barron Hilton; Marie; 
Cathy Lee Crosby; and Daniel Pomplun. Wh en her daughter was born, Barron sent a gold baby rattle. 
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ary Shater, from Phoenix, Ari­
zona, was there because she 
read in her horoscope that she'd 

strike it rich. 
Michael Hennessey, from Antioch, 

California, skipped work to try his luck. 
Gillian Kaplan, of Washington, D.C., 

went to Las Vegas because her late father 
wouldn't have wanted her to brood on 
the anniversary of his death. 

Marie Pomplun, of Los Angeles, Cali­
fornia, was simply on vacation with her 
husband. 

All four won instant riches at the pull 
of a slot machine lever. Mary won 
$250,000, Michael $171,740, Gillian 
$385,000, and Marie $250,000. 

They were among 35 men and women 
who won major jackpots last year at the 
Las Vegas and Flamingo Hiltons in Las 
Vegas and at the Reno Hilton- and who 
were called back in April 1983 to 
compete in Hilton's $1 Million Pot-O­
Gold Slot Championships. The winner 
was seven-month-pregnant Marie Pomp­
lun, who followed her father's advice and 
rubbed her tummy for luck. The Reno 
pull-off victory brought her total winnings· 
to a record $1,251,388, which included 
$1,388 she won during the finals. 

This year, on April 24, another group 
of jackpot winners will test their touch on 
the Reno Hilton's carousels. Like Pomp­
lun, the 1984 contestants will have 
known the sensation of striking it rich, of 
the American dream coming true. For it's 
only a lucky few who ever find such 
sudden wealth. 

And afterward, they find, life is never 
quite the same. 

-{;( -{;( -{;( 

Her horoscope said she would strike it 
rich, so Mary Shater went straight to the 
slot machines when she arrived in Las 
Vegas on July 24, 1982. A spunky, wise­
cracking, youthful 79-year-old, she re­
called, "I said to my husband, 'Take a 
walk,' and I played the Pot-O-Gold slot 
machine. After I played three silver 
dollars, bells started ringing. I didn't 
know what happened. Cops came and 
cordoned off my machine. When my 
husband came back, I was surrounded. 
He said, 'Let me in there! That's my wife! ' 

"When I got back to Phoenix, people 
I'd forgotten about came out of the wood­
work. They made you feel like a heel for 
having won all that money when they 
needed this and that. I had phone calls 
from people who hadn't called or written 
for so long. 

"After I won I told my daughter, 'I just 
hit the big one!' I gave her $20,000. I 
thought, now I won't have headaches 
about money. But, I still had headaches 
about what to do with it. 

"My husband and I are both retired . 
We paid off the mortgage on our house. 
The only thing I'd like to do with the 
money is go to Tahiti while I can still put 
one foot in front of the other. 



"If I was younger I might have went 
nuts with the money." 

* * * 
"I wasn't even supposed to have been 

th ere," said Michael Hennessey, a Bay 
Area resident who won a jackpot in Reno 
on June 29, 1982. "I was supposed to 
have been working, but I decided to take 
the day off and go to Reno with my wife. 

"I didn' t even see myself win. I'd put a 
coin in the machine, pulled the lever, and 
then watched my wife go to another 
machine. Then I tried to put more money 
in the machine, but it was locked. It took 
about 45 seconds for the bells to go off." 

Hennessey is a toll collector on the 
Benecia-Martinez Bridge, and after the 
jackpot motorists would call out to him, 
"You' re the guy that won!" 

"Winning means getting dreams sooner 
than you thought," he said. "We got a 
swimming pool, a room addition, and I've 
been able to help my wife's brothers and 
sisters in the Philippines." 

* * * 
Gillian Kaplan, a native of South 

Africa, wanted to get away from Wash­
ington, D.C. for a weekend by herself on 
the first anniversary of her father's death . 
He was the kind of man, she said, who 
wouldn't have wanted her to "sit and be 
mise rable ." He r sister encouraged her to 
go to Las Vegas, pointing out, "Daddy 
would want you to go and enjoy your­
se lf." 

Gillian won $385,000 the day after the 
anniversary of her father's death, May 30, 
1982. " When I knew I won, I looked up 
and said, 'Thanks, Daddy.' When I called 
my sister and told her what happened, 
she said, 'Who do you think was pulling 
that slot? Daddy!' 

" I guess it was my dad's way of saying, 
'I may not be here, but I'm sure watching 
after you girls.'" 

Remarkably, Gillian is giving a lot of 
her money away. "The things I need to 
make me comfortable, I worked for 
through the years," she explained. "The 
best thing about the money is being able 
to help people. I've invested some of the 
money and it's very nice that every 
month now I can send money to animal 
humane societies, the Jerry Lewis tele­
thon, police benefits. Police really are not 
appreciated." 

"The slot machine suddenly went 
dead," Walter Jackson recalled, or so he 
thought. Then someone came over to him 
and sa id, "You won $250,000." 

Walter, a part-time professional 
bowler, was in Las Vegas for a bowling 
tou rnament on June 26, 1982, when he 
won. 

Previously, he and his wife Velma, of 
Los Angeles, California, had been looking 
for a house to bu y. Their minister, who 
also is their real estate agent, sa id, 
"Velma, have you prayed for a house?" 

Barron Hilton, center, stands amid the 1983 contestants. Gillian Kaplan, Marie Pomplun, and Mary 
Shater are third, fourth, and fifth from right, respectively, in the frOl1t row. Michael Hennessey is fourth 
from right ill the second row. Walter Jackson is third from right in the third row. 

So she prayed. She said, " I want this 
house. I think I deserve it." 

Later that week came the amazing 
phone call from her husband in Las 
Vegas. "Velma," he sa id, "you've got the 
house. I won a jackpot." 

During the competition for the million 
dollar slot machine jackpot Velma ac­
companied her husband to Reno and 
worked on visualizing him winning the 
million . The night before the competition 
she had a nightmare . " I woke up scream­
ing because I dreamed his hand cou ldn't 
pull the slot lever." 

Walter didn't win the million, but his 
initial win brought a lot of changes in 
their lives. " It's made our life more com­
fortable and happier," he said. "We 
purchased a home in Anaheim, California, 
and the money will help finance a heavy 
construction business." 

But, Walter pointed out, they paid a 
price for winning as well (in addition to 
the IRS) . "People travel in peer gro ups 
and when you advance yo u leave some 
people behind," he said. "Some friends 
no longer are at ease with us. And that's 
the sad part of it." 

* * * 
Perhaps most typical of the American 

drea m, Marie Pomplun bought a house 
and a car after she won $250,000 a t the 
Flamingo Hilton in Las Vegas on May 10, 
1982. A 25-year-old payroll clerk, she and 
her husband and child live in Los 
Angeles. 

"Winning made life a little easier," she 
said . " But we keep striving for the same 
things." 

Then, on April 5, 1983, while seven 

months pregnant, she competed with 34 
other top jackpot winners from the three 
Hilton hote ls in Las Vegas and Reno in 
the $1 million slo t championships. For 
hours the contestants competed to win 
the most money o n slot machnes on a 
stage in the main showroom of the Reno 
Hilton . While a large crowd of onlookers 
cheered their favorite contenders and 

orm Crosby barraged them with mil­
lionaire jokes, two women emerged as 
finalists. Pomplun won, and Jessie Louise 
Bo lsten, 45, a dietician and cook fo r a 
nursery school from Montclair, California, 
was the runner-up. 

After the young mother-to-be was 
declared the winner, and amid cheers of 
"million-dollar baby" from the audience, 
she was allowed to run her fingers 
through $1 million in $100 bills displayed 
in a huge bowl on stage. She told hotel 
magnate Barron Hilton, "I had a very nice 
time." She smiled as her husband Daniel, 
a 23-year-old naval designer, repeatedly 
broke into tears of joy. Later she con­
fided, "I rubbed my stomach for luck, like 
my daddy told me to do." 

The first thing the Pompluns thought 
they'd do with the money is take a trip to 
the Holy Land. 

Marie phoned her father sho rtly after 
winning to tell him the great news. It 
obviously was ha rd for him to believe. 

" I won a million, Daddy! Honest!" 0 

Rena Dictor LeBlanc of Woodland Hills, Califor­
nia, is co-author with her husband Jerry LeBlanc 
of the book "Suddenly Rich," published by 
Prentice-Hall, which tells what happens to 
people who acquire instant wealth. 
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POP ETCHEMENDY 
The 97-year-old Basque will be back to bid the wool 

this spring, sharing whiskey, spinning yarns, 
and talking sheep. 

Many of John "Pop" Etchemendy's 
stories about the sheep business 
have almost become folklore, 

and after 77 years as a herder, owner, and 
wool agent, the 97-year-old Etchemendy 
has a lot of stories to tell. His three sons 
and two daughters can recite most from 
memory, but they prefer the wit and 
drama their father provides and often 
prompt him. 

"Tell us about the time the bear raided 
your sheepcamp, Aita" ("father" in 
Basque) . With obvious reli sh, he recounts 
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By Christine Cendagorta 

the story. " And he wouldn' t scare off, so I 
had to kill the bear with my hatchet," 
Etchemendy concludes. 

"How about the time they sold you, 
Aita." This is one of Etchemendy's favor­
ites. "I was herding just south and west of 
Squaw Valley," he explains, "when the 
owner decided to sell out. He sold the 
whole outfit: sheep, burro, dogs, and me." 
It is a good joke, because now it's 
Etchemendy who does the buying and 
selling. 

This spring, as he has done for the last 

50 years, Etchemendy will make fair bids 
for good-quality wool. He also used to 
own and run two hotels in Gardnerville, 
where he lived until he moved to Reno in 
1979. His businesses have taught him 
nearly every aspect of Basque life in 
Nevada. 

Like many Nevada Basques, he came 
to America from his native France hoping 
for work and a richer life . The 1907 
Atlantic crossing wasn't an easy one, but 
Etchemendy says he escaped seasickness 
by avoiding heavy mea ls. He ate lightly 



even after reaching America, mostly out 
of necessity. For the entire eight-day train 
ride from New York to Chicago he ate 
sardines he'd brought from home. Unable 
to speak English, he finally got off the 
train in Chicago and wandered around 
pointing at a piece of bread until some­
one directed him to a bakery. 

A few days later, two of his brothers 
met him at the Reno train depot and took 
him to the Indart Hotel, which like most 
Basque hotels ser-ved as sleeping quarters 
and employment agency. A series of 
short-term jobs followed, each separated 
by a few days at the hotel. Etchemendy 
did a stint on the railroad, working with a 
short-hand shovel for $1.25 a da y. He 
tried herding sheep for a while but 
decided the loneliness wasn't for him. 
Then he went with his brothers to work 
at the Smoke Creek Ranch in northern 
Washoe County and found himself sub­
stitute sheepherder for what his boss said 
would be a few days. The few days 
stretched into a month of herding rams 
back and forth across a series of barbed­
wire fences. Wool was valuable, and 
Etchemendy was told to take a sack and 
pick the stray bits of wool from the fence 
after each such passage. He began to 
learn th e wool business by bits and 
pieces. 

Besides sheepherding, Etchemendy 
knows another part of the sheep opera­
tion, intimately. "Every spring since 1920 
th e owners around Carson Valley would 
call me to come dock the lambs. Not 
everyone can do it, you know," he said, 
refe rring to the way male lambs are 
traditionally docked (castrated) by seve r­
ing the testicles with a quick bite, the 
result being a clean wound, and a bucket 
ful of what later will be fried up as 
mountain oysters. " I had to give it up a 
few years ago my teeth aren't strong 
enough now," he sa id . Etchemendy is a 
me mber of Carson Valley's " nut club," a 
group that holds a huge mountain oyster 
feed each spring after th e docking 
operation. 

His early sheepherding and chore jobs 
took him to California and th en back to 
th e Eastern Sierra. He soon picked up 
some English from an Italian who was 
he rding ducks in th e field next to Etche­
mend y's sheep . H e worked his way from 
Wood fords to Gardnerville by installing 
te lephone poles, and then found work 
drilling wells while he camped out in 
Papa Starkey's ice house. He reme mbers, 
"I knew it wa time to look for better 
quarters beca use the sawdust wa wet 
and my bed ro ll got moldy." 

He moved o n to Wellington where he 
advanced from ch ore boy to bartender, a 
skill that he used during the next years as 
the owner of two Gardnerville ho te l , th e 
East Fork and th e Overland . During the e 
yea rs he marri ed th e fo rmer jenny 
Trounday, and they rai sed th ei r five 
children while running th e hote ls, a bar 

The Etchelllelldys have 10llgtillle roots ill Gardl1erville. After IUl1ch at the Overland Hotel (top) Pop is 
joilled frOIll left, by SOilS Leoll (see hilll il1 Rella 011 page 11), Bill, alld Jo/1II. The family photo shows the 
Overlal1d's old bar ill 1929, with Pop's wife jell llY holdillg their daughter Marie all the right. 

at Mono Lake for the men building the 
Los Angeles aqueduct, and a band of 
sheep that grazed between Topaz and 
Bodie. 

Etchemendy grew to love a good bet, 
which wou ld come in handy later in 
wool-bidding contest. His first wagers 
were on local boxing matches. A young 
Basque boxer named Paulino Uzcudun 
was training at Steamboat Spri ngs for a 
fight with Max Baer. That was enough to 
spark a family interest in boxing that 
would last fo r years, with Etchemendy's 
sons winning roller kates and bicycles at 
boxing exh ibitions in the Carson Valley. 
"There we re always two out of the three 
of us in the boxing ring," Pop' son, john, 
remembers. "Spectator would toss money 
in the ring and we'd pick it up after­
wards." 

Boxing wasn't 
port. When he 

watching a boxing 

Etchemendy's only 
wasn't working or 
match, he cou ld fre-

quently be found at the concha (hand­
ball court) at the French H ote l in 
Gardnerville . He gav,:, up handba ll on his 
80th birthday, but his wool buying, a 
hobby turned career, he's yet to g ive up. 

Maybe the knack goes back to th e days 
of handpicking cra ps of wool from that 
fence on Smoke Creek, fo r Etchemendy 
has developed a fl a ir for recogn iz ing 
good woo l. His so ns, john, Leon, a nd Bill, 
remember watching their father and 
other hotel owners predict th e price of a 
clip of woo l and then bet o n th e ir own 
predictions, com peting for the pot of 
money. Whoever wo n th e bet was 
expected to throw a big party at his hote l. 
Etchemendy won often enough, and paid 
for enough parties, to develop a reputa­
tion around the Carson Valley as a 
shrewd appraiser. 

A represen tati ve of the Adams and 
Leland Compa ny, a Bosto n wool firm, 
found Etchemendy afte r asking around 
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Gardnerville, "Who the hell is this Etche­
mendy who knows wool so well?" He 
bought for the Boston company for nine 
years before Haber, Zemel, and Tyron of 
South San Francisco offered him a better 
deal, a one-quarter-cent raise, in 1943. 

Etchemendy describes the wool buying 
process as not much different from 
dealing for a car. The buyer examines the 
wool and makes a bid based on both the 
current market value and his company's 
instructions. The seller decides whether 
to sell at the offered price. Then they 
haggle. There are a number of factors that 
determine the bid offered-shearing date, 
condition of the wool, the current market, 
and climate. Then, too, there are strate­
gies used by the players in the wool 
game. 

For instance, a buyer and sometimes 
his boss will go out to see the wool 
during the few days of shearing. Etche­
mendy's· boss, Henry Haber, says team­
work is important when they bid the big 
outfits because they move their sheep 
around more, picking up more dirt in the 
wool. 

Etchemendy explains, "I look for long 
wool, three inches or better. The merinos 
I'm used to have fine wool with lots of 
wrinkles. And wool that is clean." Wool is 
bid on by the pound, so a buyer must 
consider shrinkage. How much weight a 
fleece loses depends on how dirty the 
wool is at shearing and also on humidity, 

both at shearing and in storage. 
Smith Valley rancher Fred Fulstone, 

Sr., Etchemendy's longtime friend and 
customer, describes him working the 
wool sheds. "He would always kind of 
lean over and lift the fleeces. 'Feels pretty 
heavy to me, Fred: he'd say. He was 
hinting that the wool had a lot of dirt. 
Then he could offer me a lower price." 

Etchemendy says he's seen a 300-
pound sack of wool lose up to 10 pounds 
in a week. Those pounds add up quickly, 
and a grower can lose a lot of money 
because of shrinkage. In a high-priced 
year, like 1982, when wool sold as high as 
$1.08 per pound, he could lose more than 
$10 on each sack of wool. One way to 
avoid shrinkage, Etchemendy says, is to 
shear during a dry spell. Another is to 
store the wool in San Francisco's moist 
climate rather than the dry air of Salt 
Lake City. 

Back before his wool-buying days, 
Etchemendy was himself a sheep owner, 
and he worried about getting the best 
price for his wool. One tough decision 
came in 1918, when he chose to sell his 
wool for 55 cents a pound, a nickel less 
than most sheep growers considered 
acceptable. Several growers held out for 
the 60 cents a pound, deciding to store 
their wool until prices came up the next 
year, but had to settle for only 10 to 13 
cents a pound in 1919. "A lot of sheep­
men went broke that year," he says. 

Get Ready 
for the next 

Great Nevada Picture Hunt! 
The 7th annual photo contest of Nevada Magazine will be 
opened officially in the May/June issue. It also will include 
the usual rules, an entry form, and all the prizes, like cash , 
gifts, and a free lunch for the Big Winner The deadline will 
be on or about June 1, 1984. so you 'll have plenty of time to 
enter 

Keep shooting , and watch for the next issue! 
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Fifteen years later he was the buyer 
holding the grower's profits in his hand. 
At a wool bid, the buyers, either men 
from competing companies or a buyer 
and his boss working as a team, pace the 
shearing sheds, examining the wool. 
Inspection completed, each man writes 
his bid in the palm of his hand, 
concealing the figure from his competi­
tors. Etchemendy's son, Bill, says he 
always likes to watch as each man raises 
his hand to reveal his bid, especially 
when his father and Henry Haber work 
the sheds together. "Haber went to 
school to learn the wool-buying business, 
and Pop learned through practice, so it's 
really something to see them study the 
wool and arrive at the same figure, or 
nearly the same," he says. 

Haber explains Etchemendy's success 
in terms of trust. "This business is based 
on a handshake and a man's word, so the 
buyer has to deve lop that kind of 
relationship with his customers over the 
years. A grower has to know that if the 
buyer says he'll pay 90 cents a pound one 
day and the market drops two days later, 
he'll still get the promised amount. John 
Etchemendy's customers know his word 
is good." 

This spring marks Etchemendy's 51st 
year as a wool buyer. His regular 
customers, from Gardnerville and Smith 
Valley to the University of Nevada's 
Experimental Farm, know he'll be at the 
sheds when the shearers strip the woo lies 
of their valuable coats. Occasionally, he 
makes an extra trip out to see the sheep 
on the range and sometimes gets invited 
to lunch at the sheep camp. 

His sons say he always packs a couple 
bottles of whiskey in the car, because 
whenever he sees a herder, anywhere, he 
takes him a drink. Fred Fulstone, too, 
remembers whiskey offered from a bottle 
carried in a paper bag. The offer always 
preceded the real purpose of the visit, to 
bid the wool. 

Etchemendy looks forward to many 
more wool-buying springs. He lives 
today in southeast Reno, within walking 
distance of all five of his children. From 
the condominium he shares with his 
daughter, Josephine Uhalde, he can ee 
the Capurro Ranch, where he once 
worked as a milker. Parked in his carport 
is a 1968 Chevy sedan, specifically 
chosen because it sits high off the ground 
and won't get stuck when h drives on 
dirt roads to remote sheepcamps. 

Like his 100-year-old sister in France, 
Dominique, John Etchemendy, the West's 
oldest active wool buyer, has had to 
change some of his habits, but he has 
hardly slowed down. "The only differ­
ence:' Henry Haber says, "is that up until 
a couple years ago he was climbing 
fences, and now you have to open the 
gates for him." 0 

Christine Cendagorta of Reno is a freelance 
writer and all adopted Basque by lIIarriage. 
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L inda Dufurrena i a rancher­
photographer who is surrounded by 

appealing models. Lambing eason on 
her family's remote Humboldt County 
ranch could produce photo like th e 
daily, but such chance are rare for 
Dufurrena. With her hu band, Buster, 
and three ons, he work from daylight 
till dark, every day, during th ix- to 
eight-w ek lambing ea on, tending the 
n wborn lambs. She take it with humor. 

"I used to rely on a If-feeder for the 
lamb until I found out the barn cats and 
the lambs were getting too chummy," he 
ays. The cat liked the elf-service lunch 

o much they chewed the nipples off the 
feeders . ow the lambs mu t be fed by 
hand. Th herders al 0 watch for ewe 
who are ick or have r jected their 
lamb . When a ewe is taken back to the 
main pen, the lamb hitchhikes in a 
pecial burlap ack. 

Dufurrena, who e photo appear 
regularly in eundn Mngnzille, has been a 
eri u photographer for 10 year. She 

began taking photo when her children 
competed in high chool rodeo . ow 
she has an enviable list of awards and 
client .-AIIII Hellderso ll 
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Nevada's First Radio Station 

63 
AM 

News Talk Radio 

~~ !!!!~~~@~ 
" Located midway between Las Vegas and Reno in the historic ~ m' "'"go,m"fT,,,,,h, ,he 5''''oe H,"" " ""' mod,m, '"" , 

service, 24 hr. Nevada resort featuring complete luxury 
accommodations at reasonable prices. Plan to make the Station 

House your Central Nevada headquarters." 
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A bout four the sun dropped behind 
the summit of Ruby Dome. The 
colors on the west wall of the 

canyon went flat, all but the aspens, 
which still blazed gold as though the 
source of light came from within the 
trees. On the floor of the canyon, where 
the two of them sat, the shadow seemed 
to draw the mountains that rose around 
them a step closer, and when the sound 
of rifle fire came from further down 
towards the canyon mouth, the girl 
stirred restlessly and said, "Let's go on." 

So they started the Ford, a three­
quarter-ton van, and left, bumping slowly 
up the rocky track that climbed a half 
mile to the blacktop running along the 
eastern side. The girl drove and the man, 
wincing at the bumps, looked at the map. 
He thought of what his friend had said 
about the difficulty she'd had with the 
road to Eureka through Jiggs and about 
how uncomfortable it might be, 70 miles 
of dirt, and he said to the girl, "We can go 
back to Elko, take the interstate west to 
Carlin and then go south on the pave­
ment to Eureka, or we can go on the 
gravel road through Jiggs and Railroad 
Pass. It's probably a more interesting 
way, will give us a close look at the 
western side of the Rubies, and is maybe 
35 miles shorter. But since we haven't got 
a spare and it's close to getting dark, I 
suppose we'd better take the blacktop." 

He wondered idly why he hadn't told 
her about the difficulty his friend had had 
with the road . That would have decided 
the issue. The truth was he didn't want it 
decided that way, but then neither did he 
want to go against his better judgment. 
Boredom against adventure. That's what 
it was. 

In her civilized, English way the girl 
agreed. "Yes," she said. "I suppose we'd 
better." 

When they reached the fork, the man 
said suddenly, "What the hell, let's go 
south," and the girl instantly swung the 
wheel. She didn't hesitate. The road ran 
swiftly down into the Ruby Valley, the 
mountains rising from the sage upon 
their left, more mountains, blue and 
distant, coming slowly up on the right. 
Jiggs was two houses, a bar, and a lean-to 
fire house. Beyond, where the pavement 
ended, was a convoy stopped: old pickups, 
a trailer or two with religious slogans on 
the side, and men standing about uncer­
tainly on the road, waving. The two 
travelers waved back from the Ford and 
drove onto the dirt. 

After the girl had braked the Ford into 
a couple of good-sized chuck holes, the 
man told her to speed it up. "Fly 'em," he 
said. "The worst thing you can do is go 
into a hole with your brakes on." 

So she speeded up, keeping on the 
track well, and the dust rolled out behind 



Railroad Pa55 
It was a choice between paved road and dirt, 

boredom and adventure. 
The latter spun the steering wheel. 

By Charles Fox 

and the sun sank off to the right. The girl 
wa enjoying herself. 

"It reminds me of going to see Tony 
Adam on the lion man in Kenya," she 
aid. Climbing between sandy desert hills 

into Railroad Pass, they turned due west, 
and the sun was in their eyes. The man 
gave up trying to ee. They came into the 
pass and suddenly they were in a long 
streak of water, the engine note rising, 
the Ford losing speed. They came to a 
stop 20 yards short of dry land. The sun 
was half down over the rim of the hills 
ahead. The track had been flooded by the 
showers they had passed through north 
of Wells the afternoon before . They 
hadn't met a car since Jiggs. They were 35 
mile from Eureka still. The air was cool, 
the light was turning blue, silence ettled 
all around. The man couldn't get out in 
this much water, and they only had one 
sleeping bag. It was going to be a 
mi erable night. He had been a fool. But 
the girl smiled happily, and so he caught 
himself. She eemed quite pleased to be 
there, alone in the desert. She wa 
instantly alive. 

' 'I'll drive," the man said. "You get out 
and unroll the chains and lay them down 
in front of the rear wheels." 

She took the white pIa tic bucket of 
chain, rolled up her jeans, and stepped 
out into ankle-deep water. 

They made half the distance with the 

chain and then were truly stuck. The girl 
had streaks of mud drying on her face. 
She got back into the Ford. 

" ow what shall we do?" she smiled. 
"Let the air out of the tire ," the man 

aid. 
As she got down into the water once 

more, there wa the sound of an engine. 
A truck was going by on a higher track 50 
yards away through the scrub. The girl 
climbed on th roof, and the man blew 
the horn . The truck stopped. It was hard 
to see. 

"All right, all right," a man shouted. 
''I'm stuck, too ." In a moment he tarted 
again, hubs lock d . Another minute and 
he appeared, driving an old, white Toyota 
pickup with a camper shell that looked 
lived in, yelling out of the window: 

''I'm suppo ed to call my mother in 
La Vega at six." 

In the Ford the man thought this 
meant the re cu r wa going to leave. 
The girl did, too. She went over to him . 
H stayed in his cab. The Toyota was 
no e-to-no e with the Ford, in the water 
also. From the Ford the man yelled to the 
girl. "You'd better tell him I'm in a 
wheelchair before he goes away." 

Then the other man got out. "You'll be 
my excuse," he called. He chained the 
two vehicle together. He was fifty or so. 
He had lank, straight hair to the collar of 
his dark, worn jacket. He wore shapeless 

pants and black plastic overshoes. He 
looked a strangely urban character, though 
he didn' t care about the mud. He got back 
in and started, and the two vehicles 
rocked at each other and pulled. Wheels 
spun, the mud flew thick, engine raced, 
and inch-by-inch the Toyota pulled the 
big Ford out while the girl pushed at the 
back or directed from the middle. When 
they got out the two men cheered and the 
one in the Toyota got out to unfasten the 
chain. 

"Let me buy you a beer," the man 
called from the Ford. The other came 
over. He was a rummy. Hi face was 
blotched and veined and his nose was 
blue. He shook his head . "Had to quit," 
he said. "My brother-in-law told on me 
and my mother cut me out of her will. I 
told him I'd shoot him and he told her 
that, too. You got a brother-in-law?" 

"I had one." 
"Shoot him did you?" He aimed a 

forefinger. "Bang, bang." 
"Where are you going?" 
"Into town to have a meal and call my 

mother. Can't drink 'til I get back in the 
will." 

"You mean Eureka?" 
"Yes." 
"Isn't that a long way off?" 
He shook his head. "Five mile . Just 

round the mountains. I eat at Jim and 
Lorraine's, opposite the bank." 

''I'll buy you dinner." 
"All right. I'll follow you. But if I don' t 

get there you tell Jim and Lorraine that..." 
He hesitated . "Tell them Bad Bob ent 
you." 

"All right," the man said, knowing 
then that for whatever reason Bad Bob 
wasn't going to be there. 

"Yes," the other said defiantly. "Tell 
them Bad Bob sent you." As if it were a 
title he had just proudly adopted. 

The lights of the Toyota followed them 
down the valley through the sage of the 
alkali desert and the myriad jackrabbit 
for an hour. Lord know wher Bad Bob 
got five mile from . Lord knows where he 
came from or where he went, for just a 
they were getting to the lights of Eureka, 
hi lights di appeared. 

''I'm glad he' gone," the girl said. ''I'm 
afraid I thought he wa going to take us 
up some canyon or a dead-end road . 
Knowing you were in a chair. My 
imagination ran away with me." 

" I'm sorry you scared your elf." 
"No, no, it was good to be scared," she 

aid . ' 'I'm glad we came this way." 0 

CIlarles Fox of Bolillas, Califomia is a widely 
published writer. His 1980 1I0vel, The oble 
Enemy, is beil1g made illto a movie, al1d his 
!atest book, American Beauty Ro e, will be 
published ill the fall by Doubleday. 
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, 
hile winter's bite chills the out­
side air, four fellows gather in a 
Reno garage and soak up warmth 

from a wood-burning stove. They look 
like a bunch of good 01' boys sitting down 
to discuss the hunting season or middle­
class ranchers about to grind their teeth 
on what the BLM hath wroth. 

But ranchers aren't surrounded by 
black boxes named "Peavy" and "Yama­
ha," and Nevada hunters seldom use 
drums. 

This is the start of a rehearsal of the 
Breeze Brothers, none of whom are 
named Breeze and none of whom are 
brothers. 

Warming up, drummer Derek Smith 
gives a "tha-whump" on his bass drum 
and a gray cat streaks out the drum's 
open front and heads for what it dearly 

Dawn RalDa with tha 
Braaza Brathars 

None of them are brothers, and they say it isn't 
a breeze, but this country band 

from Fernley would like to make it big. 

hopes is safety out the door. 
After a laugh, the band kicks into rich 

country harmonies that would do credit 
to Nevada's classiest lounge stages. At 
the moment, that would seem to be 
where the Breeze Brothers (neither Breeze 
nor but we're coming to that) are 
headed. 

Late last year they did a gig at posh 
Caesars Tahoe Lookout Lounge, a long 
distance symbolically from Fernley, where 
three of the Breeze Brothers grew up. 
They intend to keep moving up, but most 
of their jobs are still in little Northern 
Nevada towns like Winnemucca and 
Fallon. 

And, of course, Fernley. 
"We've never played outside Nevada," 

says band member Geoff White, "and we 
break in new members at JR's in Fernley. 

By Guy Richardson 

We're also the band to break in new 
owners there - they've had four." 

White, 31, is also an attorney. 
Bob Teal, 32, is in construction work. 
John Elkins, 31, says he was a room-

service waiter in Hawaii. "But now I stay 
home, take care of my daughter, cook 
dinner, and all those fun things, and work 
at night." 

White, Teal, and Elkins grew up 
together in Fernley and have been 
friends since high school. Drummer 
Smith, 25, is from Reno, "and I'm not 
over the hill like these guys." 

The Breeze Brothers are doing well in 
small dance clubs. Jay Bird, who books 
the Red Rose Saloon in Sparks where the 
four frequently work, says they are "a 
fantastic group-they do fine business." 

The name comes from a band that Teal 

The Breeze Brothers wan" up tile garage with IIot coulltry licks durillg a weeke"d practice sessioll. Frolll 
lefl are Bob Teal, Geoff While, follll Elkills, alld Derek SlIIitil. 

AI tllis bash the bal1d was last all Ih e posler bul 
first il7 the IIearls of their coul1try failS. 
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had in Oregon called "The Oak Creek 
Breeze Brothers." When the current 
members got together in Nevada, they 
just picked up the name. 

The big question, however, is why, at 
an age when most men are settling into a 
career, are they striking out into the 
music business? " I guess because 1 didn't 
do it at 25," says Teal. "I always wanted to 
play music. After college I got into a 
hard-rock band in Oregon but then quit 
and moved down here. And then these 
guys came along." 

White went into law after getting a 
psychology degree. "While waiting for 
the results of the bar exam I went to see 
John in Hawaii, and we got to doing 
harmony," White says. "Then I thought 
music would be fun to play weekends 
while I practiced law full time . In 1979 or 
'80 in good 01' Fernley I had a group 
called 'Over Easy' - the name was better 
than 'Scrambled Eggs'-and then a drum­
mer showed up, and then Bob came 
along." 

What White calls "our next big gig" 
was in Fallon for $50 a night at the Rusty 
Spur. "We kept getting better part-time 
gigs," he says. "Hooten Wells in Carson 
was better than Fallon. Then we worked 
up to Eddie's Web at Stead, and then the 
Ice House in Reno ." 

It was there that Lou Martinez, then 
the entertainment director at the Eldorado, 
saw the band. "He walked up and offered 
us a job for 3,500 bucks a week," says 
Elkins, "and I about fell off the band­
stand." Their income fluctuates, he says, 
"But I never expected to make this 
much." 

Other than the money, what's the 
difference between Caesars Tahoe and 
Winnemucca? "They told us to play more 
rock at Caesars," says Teal. Elkins adds, 
" In Winnemucca they want 'Elvira' all the 
time." 

They work without agent or manager, 
with Elkins and White handling most 
business arrangements. "I just want to do 
music more than I want to practice law 
right now," says White, who still puts in 
10 or 15 hours weekly with Echeverria & 
Osborne in Reno . 

"There are more contrasts than paral­
le ls from music to law," he says. " In law 
you're regularly in an antagonistic posi­
tion with other people, tryi ng to win. In 
music you' re trying to please. Law's 
competitive- with music you' re going for 
acceptance. The only parallels I can see 
are that there are a lot of high egos in 
both, and you have to be aware of that, 
and there is a lot of income potential in 
both. It's nice to put on a three-piece suit, 
but it's also nice to please people with my 
friends here ." 

Pleasing is nice, but what abo ut money 
and fame? " I make enough for my 
mortg;;tge and food, " White says. " In the 
back of our minds there's probably a 
notion that we can be great. But we keep 
our noses to the grindstone and '84 is 

going to be better than '83. 
" We played the Governor's Ball last 

yea r, and I still remember the words in 
the newspaper which said (and he quotes 
from memory) ' ... the mood turned from 
formal to festive when the Breeze 
Brothers .. .' " 

Elkins says, "The music keeps us 
happy. It would be great to be another 
Alabama, but that's pie-in-the-sky, not 
our primary motivation." 

Teal adds, " It's a step-by-step process. 
I wa nt to be like David Bowie-make 
millions and pay musicians' sca le." 

On the garage wall is a poster an­
nouncing in large type, "Truck Inn 
Festival '83. 1-80 at Exit 48, Fernl ey." At 

the end of a list of bands are the Breeze 
Brothers. "We were the stars of that 
thing," says Elkins dryly, "a nd last on the 
poste r." 

Are they indeed stars in Fernley? 
"Yeah, they love us there," says Teal with 
a grin . All right, but is Fernley the enter­
tainment capital of Nevada? "1 seriously 
doubt it," says Elkins. 

So, if they get to age 51 and are still 
playing in Winnemucca and Fallon and 
Fernley- what then? 

Says White, "I'll be very depressed." 0 

Guy Richardsoll, who lives 30 miles west of 
Fernley in Sparks, is an entertainment critic for 
the Reno Gazette-Journal. 

When it cOlnes to 
retirelnent planning, 

no financial institution 
in Nevada offers you 
the experience we do. 

Over the years, First 
Federal Savings has 
become the recognized 
leader among Nevada 
financial institutions 
when it comes to help­
ing people plan for 
their retirement . 

First Federal Retire­
ment Plans Depart­
ment~andsreadyto 
help you on individual 

Retirement Accounts 
(IRA), KEOGH plans 
and Simplified 
Employee Pension 
(SEP) plans. 

Need answers to 
retirement plan ques­
tions? Ask First 
Federal. Noone in 
Nevada offers you 
more know-how 

Bank on Nevada's Oldest. 

Itil 
First Federal Savings 

()tNt .... ,Kf.\ 
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_~UILAIfD 
B'PABK 

421 full-service 50-amp hookups • complete laundry facilities • pools, jacuzzi, saunas 
community room with game arcade . dog run. convenience store . dump station. restrooms 

playground • shuttle craft and mini bus service • 24-hour registration 
LAS VEGAS ' NEWEST AND FINEST ON THE LAS VEGAS STRIP 

Fr •• Utl~ , CIIII" Or"II, 1.lh I AI CIII Til Frll 
(800) 634-8833 Ira. lIllIlt •• (800) 834-3450 .r .111 .lrtC1 (702) 734-0410 

~~~~ 
HOTEL / CASINO 

Thank You 
Nevada! 

We are celebrating our seventh year 
in Nevada. You have proven 
that "HIGH-TECH" can thrive 

in the Silver State! 

EMDE MEDICAL RESEARCH, INC. 

Reno· st_ Louis· Luxembourg 
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LETTERS (Continued fronl page 8) 
-----

Northern Italy, married his childhood 
village sweetheart, and raised seven sons, 
Dad being the first born. 

Dad (Domenick E. Quilici) came to 
Wells, Elko County, as a I S-year-old in 
1903. He started Quilici Mercantile in 
Wells, prospered, and by the end of World 
War I, had "sponsored" and found work 
for all six of his brothers. They scattered all 
over Nevada, with Uncle "Duke" going to 
San Francisco where some have added an 
additional "L" to our name. So, if there's a 
Quilici in the good old USA, they are 
relatives. 

Lee B. Quilici 
Tucson, AZ. 

My wife reminded me that my subscrip­
tion was about to run out. Heaven forbid! 
Enclosed please find check for another 
year. 

I showed my neighbor a copy of Nevada 
and now they are subscribers. 

John M. Schmidt 
Park Ridge, IL. 

We would be remiss if we failed to write 
and tell you how much we have enjoyed 
your fine publication . 

We all complain when we are unhappy 
but we se ldom take the time to say thanks 
when we have received a lot for our 
money. To show our appreciation, please 
extend our subscription for two more 
years. 

Charles L. Peckham 
King City, CA. 

In your Jan/ Feb issue, you have an ad on 
page 31 for the new book, "Slot Machines," 
by Marsh Fey of Reno. I received one of 
the first copies of the book, and I can tell 
you it is the greatest, most complete work 
to date on coin operated machines. Any 
readers who enjoy reading history of the 
America n invention- the slot machine­
will want this new book. 

Name with held on request 
Madison, WI. 

Yep, yup, you-bet. Twelve-point type 
wou ld be splendid (Letters, Nov/ Dec '83) , 
but could we compromise on 10 point? 

As an editor, you ought to be concerned 
to get the communication off the page, 
into the eyes, and stimulating the cerebral 
machinery of your readers. And what 
reader wants to work his eyes out for all 
that? 

If you' re paying your writers by th e 
word, you'll save money (and gain readers) 
by getting them to cut the verbiage. Had I 
time, and if you'd pay me to do so, I'd 
show you how to cut words and improve 
text. So how about doing less and doing 
better? 

George Gleason 
Springfield, MO. 

My God, Gleaso l1, if we stimulated our cerebral 
machil1ery we wouldl/ 't be worki l1g for th e 
governmellt! Also, we did il1crease type size 
with the Jan / Feb '84 edition. Thal1ks for the 
prod. -Ed. 



The shape of Nevada is not a geographic 
matter in the hands of Reno artist Walter 
McNamara. "The idea of Nevada is a great 
western myth," McNamara says: "It's a myth 
with a great shape, like a human myth with a 
great personality. The artist can pursue and 
enlarge the myth." 

As in the works shown here-large, wall­
mounted images he began developing in the early seventies­
McNamara shows his fascination with his state. McNamara, 44, 
has lived in the Reno area since he was nine years old. Today 
he lives in Raleigh Heights just north of Reno. "It's as remote 
as you can get while still being close to town," he says. He is a 
dedicated collector of bones, weathered wood, and other 
desert leftovers that eventually find their way into his work. 

As curator of the Sheppard Fine Arts Gallery on the 
University of Nevada Reno campus for the past 15 years, 
McNamara has brought many important art shows to the state. 

McNamara's efforts as a graphic artist and sculptor have 
been widely recognized. His work has been displayed in New 
York's Whitney Museum and reviews of his shows have 
appeared in such national art periodicals as Artweek and Art in 
America. In 1983 McNamara was the recipient of the 
Governor's Art Award in the Visual Arts. Earlier he was 
honored by Reno Newspapers as Visual Artist of the year. 

McNamara contends that "Nevada holds a rare attraction 
for the artist. The artist finds freedom in space. What must be 
added is people who appreciate the space and the ideas that 
grow out of it." 

This spring McNamara will have two shows of his paintings 
and sculpture, including some Nevada-shape works. The first 
is at the Jennifer Pauls Gallery in downtown Sacramento, from 
March 24 to April 23. The second is at the Sierra Nevada 
Museum in Reno during May.-Jim McCormick 

PHOTO BY TED COOK 

Unusual perspectives on what 
shape Nevada's in. 

"Jawbone Nevada" (left): One critic wrote that this wood and bone 
sculpture "was like the state eating itself," McNamara recalls, but the 
artist says he sees the confrontation of the parts as a natural one. 
"Of course," he says, "it will have different implications for evenjone 
who sees it." 

"Noodlehead Nevada" (left): The medium is paper. "It's a kind of 
takeoff on Jackson Pollock. It was a whimsical thought-like a lot of 
artists, he probably ate a lot of spaghetti." 

"Chickenhead Nevada" (right): This is made from frozen food cartons. 
"A lot of packaged goods, like frozen foods, have a sort of richness to 
them. It's a matter of transformation. The chicken, if you look at it 
out of context, becomes almost mineralized. " 
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Muencns 
Gallery 
Whi le clouds dance upon the 
glassy surface of a meadow pond, 
the snow-covered Independence 
Mountains west of Elko climb into 
a deep blue sky to greet the 
arrival of spring. 

David Muench enjoys showing what he 
calls "a spirit of place" in his work. 
Muench, one of the West 's great 
landscape photographers, presents 
selections from his Nevada portfolio in 
each issue. 
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FOR MARCH & APRIL 
Your complete day-by-day guide to events and celebrations in the Silver State. 

Las Vegas/South 
March 
Frozen In Silver, thru 9/30, P.E. Larson's photo­
graphic essay of Goldfield circa 1905-07 8:30am-
4:30pm Wed.-Sun., Nevada State Museum and 
Historical Society, 385-0115 
" The Rake's Progress," 1 opera by Igor Stra­
vinsky, Las Vegas Chamber Players, 8pm, adults 
$6, students, senior citizens, and military $4, Black 
Box Theatre, Alta Ham Fine Arts, UNLV, 739-3801 
UNLV v. Oklahoma, 1 baseball , 2:30pm, UNLV, 
739-7267 
Walt Disney's Great Ice Odyssey, 1-4, ice pro­
duction starring Disney characters, Thomas and 
Mack Center, UN LV, 739-3761 
UNLV v. BYU , 2-3, baseball , 2:30pm Fri., 11 am 
Sal., UNLV, 739-7267 
" True West, " 2-3, comic drama, 8pm, Clark 
County Community College Theatre, 643-6060 
"Hansel and Gretel," 2-4, at2pm with additional 
7pm performance on Sal., Rainbow Company, 
children's theatre, Reed Whipple Cultural Center, 
386-6553 
"The Rake's Progress," 3-4, opera by Igor Stra­
vinsky, Las Vegas Chamber Players, 8pm on Sal., 
7pm on Sun., adults $6, students, senior citizens, 
and military $4, Black Box Theatre, Alta Ham Fine 
Arts, UNLV, 739-3801 
UNLVv. Oklahoma, 4,baseball ,1 pm, UNLV, 739-
7267 
Pan Tournament, 4-7,2-7pm registration on Sun., 
noon play on Mon.-Tues., $1 00 elimination at 1 pm 
and $200 elimination at7pm on Wed., Union Plaza 
Hotel, 386-2110 
Photo Exhibit, 4-30, works by Thomas R. Chap­
man, Flamingo Library, 733-7810 
Art Exhibit, 4-30, pastels by Susan Bryan, open­
ing reception on 4th at 3pm, Charleston Heights 
Arts Center, 386-6383 
Art Exhibit, 4-4/5, pastel and bronze works by 
Richard Bennett, watercolors by Jo Harding, oils 
by L. Capaldi , Las Vegas Art Museum, 647-4300 
UNLV v. Florida , 6-8, baseball, 2pm, UNLV, 739-
7267 
Troplcana Golf Classic, 6-9, Tropicana Country 
Club, 739-2546 

" Chicago," 8-4/7, vaudeville musical by Fred Ebb 
and Bob Fosse, 8pm Thurs.-Sal., 3pm on 11th and 
25th, Las Vegas Little Theater, 735-0167 
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Compiled by Melissa Cronin 

Riding the Best Wind in the World 
Each spring, sailplane pilots bring their airsh ips to the Douglas County Airport near Minden to ta lk shop, 
show their ships, and catch lofty rides on the Sierra Wave-a ridge of air that can carry pilots 40,000 feet 
and higher. This year's Wave Camp is April 15-22. 

" Fifth of July," 9-10, play by Lanford Wilson, 
8pm, Judy Bayley Theatre, UNLV, 739-3801 
" Hansel and Gretel," 9-11 7pm on Fri., 2pm and 
7pm on Sal., 2pm on Sun., Reed Whipple Cultural 
Center, 386-6553 
" Bambi ," 10, children's film, 2pm, Flamingo li­
brary, 733-7810 
Easter Seals Saturday Slow Goer, 10, 8am start 
for 1 O-km. walk, between the Hacienda and Sahara 
on the Strip, 369-5000 
Beverly Hills Ensemble, 11 2:30pm, free con­
cert, Henderson Civic Center, 565-2121 
Maitre d's and Captains Wine Tasting Party, 
11 hors d'oeuvres, benefit, $10, Sahara Space 
Center, 369-3609 
Annual Miniatures Exhibit, 11-4/6, Flamingo 
Library, 733-7810 
Utah Jazz v. Portland Trailblazers, 13, pro 
basketball , 7:30pm, Thomas and Mack Center, 
UNLV, 369-2255 
"Fifth of July," 15-18, play by Lanford Wilson, 
8pm on ThurS.-Sal., 2pm on Sun., Judy Bayley 
Theatre, UNLV, 739-3801 

UNLV v. Wichita, 15-18, baseball , 2:30 Thurs.-Fri., 
1 pm Sal.-Sun., UNLV, 739-7267 
Mozart's " Requiem," 18, 3pm, free, Musical Arts 
Chorus and Orchestra, Charleston Heights Arts 
Center, 451-6672 
" Night and Day," 19, musical-biography with 
Cary Grant as Cole Porter, Classic Musical Film 
Series, 7pm, $1 Charleston Heights Arts Center, 
386-6383 
UNLV v. Nebraska, 19-20, baseball, 7pm Mon., 
1 pm Tues., UNLV, 739-7267 
Hotel Grand Opening, 20-27 free food and 
drinks, entertainment, Peppermill's Western Vil­
lage, Mesquite, 346-5232 
Trio Serenata, 22, cello concert, 7pm, Flamingo 
Library, 733-7810 
"1984," 22-24, play based on George Orwell's 
book, 7:30pm, Boulder First Nighters Community 
Theatre, Boulder City High School, 565-0861 
San Diego Padres v. Milwaukee Brewers, 23, 
exhibition baseball game, Cashman Field, 385-
1664 
Utah Jazz v. Golden State Warriors, 23, pro 



basketball , 7:30pm, Thomas and Mack Center, 
UN LV, 369-2255 
Art Exh ibit , 23-24 , works by illustrator Millie Funk, 
Newsom's Western Art Gallery, 384-9865 
UNLV v. Cal. State Fullerton, 23-24, baseball, 
4pm Fri. , noon Sat., UNLV, 739-7267 
17th Annual Desert Dancers Spring Festival , 
23-24 , round and square dances on Fri., on Sat. 
workshops, barbecue chicken dinner, and main 
square dance; package deal for entire festival , $20 
per couple, Virgin Valley High School Gym, Mes­
quite, 346-5554 
National Women' s Wheelchair Basketball 
Championship TOlJrnament, 23-25, Thomas and 
Mack Center, UNLV, 386-6296 
Eden in Concert, 24-25, dances from around the 
world, 2pm with additional 8pm performance on 
Sat., Ethnic Dance Ensemble of Nevada, Judy 
Bayley Theatre, UNLV, 735-2002 
Old World Music ians, 25, 2:30pm, free, concert, 
Henderson Civic Center, 565-2121 
Afternoon In Old Vienna, 25, dance to the ele­
gant waltzes and polkas of Johann Strauss, $7.50, 
Las Vegas Civic Symphony, Reed Whipple Cultural 
Center, 386-6211 
" Breakfast at Tiffany's," 26, film, 7pm, Flamingo 
Library, 733-7810 
UNLV v. Air Force Academy, 26-29, baseball , 
7pm Mon.-Wed., 2pm Thurs., UNLV, 739-7267 
Professional All-Star Wrestling , 27 7:30pm, 
Showboat Hotel, Las Vegas, 385-9123 
Concert, 28, tribute to the music of Arnold Schoen­
berg with guest artist violinist Roy Malan, and world 
premiere of "Through a Child's Eyes," by Jack 
Holloway, Las Vegas Chamber Players, 7 pm, adults 
$5, students, senior citizens, and military $2.50, Alta 
Ham Fine Arts, UNLV, 739-3801 
Troplcana Blackjack Tournament, 30-4/1 , $250 
entry fee and $800 per-round buy-in, Tropicana 
Hotel, 739-2105 
Hospital Olympics, 31 competition between local 
hospitals in the bedpan toss, gurney race, urinal 
carry, and wheelchair relay, $2 , Valley High School, 
call Reno 323-5864 

April 
Gin Tournament, 1-5, 2-7pm registration on Sun ., 
lOam playon Mon.-Tues., second-chance elimina­
tion on Wed., championship on Thurs., Union Plaza 
Hotel, 386-2110 
Pan Tournament, 1-5, 2-7pm registration on Sun., 
noon play Mon.-Tues ., $100 elimination at 1 pm 
and $200 elimination at 7pm on Wed., Union Plaza 
Hotel, 386-2110 
Art Exhibit , 1-27 weavings by Kim Kennedy, 
opening reception on 1 st from 1-3pm, Charleston 
Heights Arts Center, 386-6383 
UNLV v. Southern Utah, 3, baseball ,5pm, UNLV, 
739-7267 
Utah Jazz v. Los Angeles Lakers, 5, pro basket­
ball , 7:30pm, Thomas and Mack Center, UNLV, 
369-2255 
" Come Back to the 5 & Dime, J immy Dean, 
J immy Dean," 6-7 based on comedy drama by 
Ed Graczyk, 8pm, Alta Ham Fine Arts, UNLV, 739-
3801 
UNLV v. Loyola-Marymount, 6-7 baseball , 4pm 
Fri ., noon Sat., UNLV, 739-7267 
Las Vegas Stars v. Edmonton Trappers, 6-10, 
triple-A pro baseball , 7:35pm Fri.-Sat. & Mon.­
Tues., 1 :35pm on Sun., Cashman Field, 386-7200 
Photo Exh ibit , 6-30, photographic history of the 
Duck Valley Indian Reservation, Lost City Museum, 
Overton, 397-2193 
Boulder City Spring Jamboree, 7 lOam par­
ade, business promotions with games and prizes, 
pancake breakfast, Boulder City, 293-6352 
Long Range State Championsh ip Match 1984, 
7-8, state high power rifle championship, Boulder 

The Stars' Big-League Success in Vegas 

J erry Davis stood deep in the batter's box, 
leaned toward home plate, and waved his bat 

slowly. Despite a late rally, the Las Vegas Stars 
trailed the Albuquerque Dukes 11-9 in the ninth 
inning. It was Game 2 of the Pacific Coast 
League's Southern Division playoffs. Runners 
were on first and second, and there were two outs. 

Davis let two fastballs go by. Then, with impec­
cable timing and a wicked swing, he sent the third 
pitch deep into left-center. The ball arched high 
into the desert night and landed on the grassy 
berm behind the left-center field wall of Cashman 
Field. Although they eventually lost the series, the 
Stars were winners that night. 

Indeed, throughout their first season the Stars 
were winners. The class-AAA farm team of the San 
Diego Padres, the Stars brought excellence to a 
baseball-hungry city, finishing 83-60. They packed 
Cashman with fans, setting the 1983 league 
attendance mark along the way. With a new 
manager, Bob Cluck, and talented players up from 
the class-AA Texas League, the Stars could be on 
their way to another stellar season. Their 1984 
season opens April 6 at Cashman Field against 
the Edmonton Trappers. 

Last year the Stars' timing was just right for Las 
Vegas. While some bush league ballparks draw as 
many moths as fans, the Stars packed Cashman's 
friendly confines and averaged 5,302 fans over 69 
home dates, the fifth best mark in the minor 
leagues. 

Good promotions helped draw fans to Cash-

Rifle & Pistol Club, at the Boulder City Rifle Range, 
293-6244 
Art Exhibit , 8-5/3, National Watercolor ShOW, Las 
Vegas Art Museum, Lorenzi Park, 647-4300 
Art-A-Fair, 8-5/ 4, 10th annual exhibition of juried 
competition sponsored by the Clark County Library 
District and Allied Arts CounCil , Flamingo Library, 
733-7810 
J&B Scotch $200,000 LPGA Pro-Am Tourna­
ment, 9-15, pro-am golf with top women pros, 
Desert Inn Country Club, 733-4444 
Utah Jazz v. Denver Nuggets, 10, pro basket­
ball , 7:30pm, Thomas and Mack Center, UNLV, 
369-2255 
" Come Back to the 5 & Dime, Jimmy Dean, 
Jimmy Dean," 12-15, based on comedy drama 
by Ed Graczyk, 8pm ThurS.-Sat., 2pm on Sun., Alta 
Ham Fine Arts, UNLV, 739-3801 
" Battle for the Pfanet of the Apes," 14, film, 
2pm, Flamingo Library, 733-7810 
Gems for the '80s, 14-15, rock-collecting show 
with lectures, films, displays, demonstrations, and 
field Irips both days to the Lake Mead area, 10am-
9pm on Sat., 1 Oam-7pm on Sun., free, Clark County 
Gem Collectors, Hacienda Hotel, 458-7302 
Arts Festival , 14-15, visual and performing arts, 
food, children's activities, $2 daytime, $5 evening, 
Flamingo Library, 733-7810 

man Field, the new, 9,370-seat ballpark complete 
with a computer-animated scoreboard. From free 
caps and baseball cards to appearances by the 
San Diego Chicken, Stars management kept pro­
motions lively throughout the year. The players 
provided the rest. The park, a Pacific Coast 
League jewel, was known throughout the minors 
for its relatively cozy dimensions-422 feet to 
center field but just 328 to the left and right field 
foul poles. With a dry, outgoing breeze, Cashman 
is a power hitter's mecca. 

Thus, no matter how far behind the Stars were, 
a comeback was imminent when Davis, Kevin 
McReynolds, and Joe Lansford, the third, fourth , 
and fifth batters, came to the plate. Their com­
bined regular season statistics included 83 home 
runs, 332 runs batted in, and 322 runs scored. 
McReynolds was named Minor League Player of 
the Year by The Sporting News and Topps Chew­
ing Gum. He played so well that the Padres 
shuffled their outfield to make room for him. 
Despite his absence, the Stars will have plenty of 
talent in 1984, including Davis and Lansford and 
newcomers Ozzie Guillen, Mark Gillaspie, and 
John Kruk. 

Former Stars manager Harry Dunlop, now a 
Padres coach, said his team was the finest club 
he has managed in his more than three decades 
of professional baseball. "They've made my sum­
mer a very happy one," he said. Las Vegas base­
ball fans, now with a team of their own, couldn't 
have agreed more.-John L. Smith 

Las Vegas Stars v. Vancouver Canad ians, 15, 
triple-A pro baseball , 1 :35pm, Cashman Field, 386-
7200 
Las Vegas Stars v. San Diego Padres, 16, exhi­
bition baseball game, 7:35pm, Cashman Field, 
386-7200 
" High Society," 16, a 1956 musical remake of 
"The Philadelphia Story," Classic Musicals Film 
Series, 7pm, $1 Charleston Heights Arts Center, 
386-6383 
Las Vegas Stars v. Vancouver Canadians, 17-
18, triple-A pro baseball , 7:35pm Tues., 6:35pm 
doubleheader Wed ., Cashman Field , 386-7200 
Clark County Country Fair, 19-21, cutting horses, 
rodeo, carnival , livestock show and judging, bak­
ing , art, crafts, Indian arts and culture, balloon 
rides, historic exhibits, Logandale in Moapa Valley, 
864-2271 
" Come Back to the 5 & Dime, Jimmy Dean , 
Jimmy Dean," 19-22, 8pm Thurs .-Sat., 2pm on 
Sun., Alta Ham Fine Arts, UNLV, 739-3801 
Las Vegas Stars v. Portland Beavers, 19-22, 
triple-A pro baseball , 7:35pm Thurs .-Sal" 1 :35pm 
Sun., Cashman Field, 386-7200 
UNLV v. Grand Canyon , 20-21 baseball , 7pm 
Fri., noon Sat., UNLV, 739-7267 
" East of the Sun and West ofthe Moon," 20-22, 
play based on a Norwegian folk tale, 7pm on Fri.. 
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Dirt Roads, Dry Lakes, and Lots of Dazzle 
The Mint 400, the largest off-road race in the U.S., mixes Las Vegas-style dazzle with tough desert driving. On race day, Saturday, May 5, about 500 drivers will 
tackle the four-lap, 1 OO-mile course north of town over dirt roads, dry lakes, and washes. The $300,000 race is so grueling that based on previous records, fewer 
than 20 percent of the racers are expected to finish . On Friday spectators can mingle with drivers, cars, and celebrities like the Girls of the Mint 400 (above) 
downtown in front of the Mint Hotel, sponsor of the 17th annual event. 

2pm on Sat.-Sun., Rainbow Company, children's 
theatre, Reed Whipple Cultural Center, 386-6553 
Las Vegas Stars v. Tacoma Tigers, 23-26, triple­
A pro baseball , 7:35pm, Cashman Field , 386-7200 
" Butterfield 8 ," 24 , film, 7pm, Flamingo Library, 
733-7810 
Henderson Industrial Days, 24-29, on Tues. 
beauty pageant, Thurs. 7pm talent contest, on Sat. 
7pm parade, Fri.-Sun. softball tourney, carnival 
starts at noon Tues.-Sun ., golf and bowling tourna­
ments throughout the celebration, Henderson, 
565-8951 
" East of the Sun and Westofthe Moon ," 27-29, 
play based on a Norwegian folk tale, 7pm on Fri ., 
2pm and 7pm on Sat., 2pm on Sun., Reed Whipple 
Cultural Center, 386-6553 
National Tractor Pull , 27-30, Thomas and Mack 
Center, UN LV, 419-294-381 9 
40th Anniversary Celebration for First N ighters 
and Little Theatre, 28, 6:30pm cocktails , 7pm 
program starts with scenes from one play from 
each decade, starting with the 1940s, Elks Lodge, 
1217 Nevada Highway, Boulder City, 565-0861 
Senior Olympics, 28-5/6, softball , racquetball , 
basketball , tennis, swimming, bocci ball, bowling, 
pool, table tennis, shuffleboard, horseshoes, golf, 
frisbee throws, and checkers; opening ceremonies 
at UNLV track, 28; picnic and awards ceremony 
1 pm at Paradise Park, 5/6; registration open until 
game lime, volunteer organizers welcome, 385-
5286 
Art Exhibit, 29-5/ 25, basket weavings by Ella Bell 
and Maxine Mansor, opening reception on the 
29th from 1-3pm, Charleston Heights Arts Center, 
386-6383 
Mint 400, 5/3-6, the biggest off-road race in the 
nallon with 500 cars competing in 17 classes. 
Registration from 8am-l Opm on Thurs. and Fri. at 
Mint Hotel and tech inspection from 8am-mid­
night on Fremont St. on Fri., race starts on Sat. at 
9am at the Las Vegas Speedrome and follows a 
400-mlle loop, Mint Hotel, 385-7440 
Silk Purse Ranch Horse Trials & Festival , 5/5-6, 
top-flight equestrian competition based on the 
OlympIC event, With dressage, cross-country, and 
stadium lumping at Silk Purse Ranch, 10 miles 
north of Las Vegas on U.S. 95 on Racel Road, off 
entrance road to Floyd Lamb State Park. Festival 
With booths, dance floor and entertainment. 8am-
7pm Sat.-Sun ., 645-3223 
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Central 
March 
Junior High School Rodeo, 2-3, Primrose 
Rodeo Arena, Tonopah, 482-5351 
Central Nevada Art ShOW, 6-10, work by area 
students using all mediums, noon-5pm Tues.-Sat., 
free, Central Nevada Museum, Tonopah, 482-
9676 

April 
Central Nevada Art ShOW, 3-7 various mediums 
depicting landscapes, noon-5pm Tues.-Sat., free, 
Central Nevada Museum, Tonopah, 482-9676 

North 
March 
State A Basketball Championships, 2-3, boys 
and girls, Centennial Gym, Elko High School, call 
Reno 885-4390 
John Strong Space Show, I , Convention Center, 
Elko, 738-4091 
Nevada 84, 1-4/2, photo show, Northeastern 
Nevada Museum, Elko, 738-3418 
Texas Hold 'Em Poker Tournament, 2-3, first 
day buy-in is $50, second day $1 00, Cactus Pete's 
Casino, Jackpot, 755-2321 
Polar Bear Bowling Classic , 2-4 , 9-11 & 17-18, 
Rainbow Lanes, Elko, 738-6525 
Chariot RaCing , 3, 11 am, Chariot Race Track, 
Wells, 752-3867 
Sagebrush Spinners Square Dance, 3-4 , Gram­
mar School No. 2, Elko, 738-3666 
Motocross Race, 11 motorcycle races start at 
9am, 2nd of a three-race series, American Motor­
cycle Assn. sanctioned, Calder Cycle Park, Winne­
mucca, 623-6382 
Elko County Science Fair, 15-17 exhibits of stu­
dents, kindergarten through high school, Conven­
tion Center, Elko, 738-4091 

Sheepherders Ball , 17 traditional Basque 
dancing as well as popular dancing from the waltz 
to the twist, chorizos, beer, and wine, 9pm-3am, 
Elko Basque Center, 738-7111 
High School Band Concert, 21 Convention 
Center, Elko, 738-4091 
" Hamlet," 23, Shakespeare, 7pm, $5, National 
Shakespeare Company, Convention Center, Elko, 
738-4091 

April 
Motocross Race, 1 all classes, motorcycle races 
start at 9am, final race of three-race series, Ameri­
can Motorcycle Assn . sanctioned, Calder Cycle 
Park, Winnemucca, 623-6382 
UNR Ballet, 5, Convention Center, Elko, 738-4091 
Nevada 84, 6-23, photo show, Humboldt County 
Library, Winnemucca, 623-5081 
Cabin Fever Reliever Square Dance, 13-14; 
pre-rounds 7:30-8pm, squares 8-1 0:30pm on Fri.; 
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on Sat., round dance workshop 1 Oam-noon, square 
dance workshop 2-4pm, pre-rounds 7:30-8pm, 
squares 8-1 0:30pm; (main stream level wi th pl us 
tips) , $20 per couple and $10 si ngle for weekend 
package or $3 per dance, refreshments, Grammar 
School No. 2, Elko, 738-3666 
L.D.S. Church Play, 14, Convention Center, Elko, 
738-4091 
Women's State Bowling Tournaments, 4/20-
22 , 4/ 27-29,5/4-6, 5/11-13,5/18-20, 5/25-27 6/1-
3, alternates between Telescope Lanes and Rain­
bow Lanes, Elko, 738-6525 
Gem State Homing Pigeon Race, 21 race from 
Jackpot to points in Idaho, release at daybreak, 
Cactus Pete's Casino, Jackpot, 755-2321 
High School Band Concert, 25, Convention 
Center, Elko, 738-409 1 
Pony Express Race, 28, 20-mile relay horse race, 
$1 ,000 purse, race can be seen from grand­
stands, noon, Rodeo Grounds, Wells, 752-3328 
YMCA Fundraising Banquet, 28, Convention 
Center, Elko, 738-4091 
Sixth Ever Winnemucca Grand Prix, 29, cross­
country motorcycle race, 1 0 laps around a 12-mile 
course, American Motorcycle Assn. sanctioned, 
1 Oam, Winnemucca Mountain, Winnemucca, 623-
6382 

Reno/West 
March 
State AAA Basketball Championships, thru 2, 
boys and girls, Lawlor Events Center, UN R, 885-
4390 
Art Exhibit, thru 4/1 Native American baskets 
and mixed media works by Deborah Cofer, free, 
Sierra Nevada Museum of Art, 329-3333 
Pederson Classic, th ru 7/30, bowling tourna­
ment, si ngle, double, and three-man bowling 
teams, Town & Country Bowl, 825-1048 
State AA Basketball Championships, 1-3, boys 
and gi rls, UN R gym, 885-4390 
" Alice," 1-3, musical based on Lewis Carroll's 
"Alice's Adventures in Wonderland ," 7:30pm, $5, 
Collegiate Theatre, Lake Tahoe Community Col­
lege, 916-541-4660 
Animal Fair, 1-4, Nevada Humane SOCiety, Con­
vention Center, 331-5770 
Amateur Ski Race, 2, part of the Rossignol! 
Salomon Race Series, advanced skiers, Kirkwood, 
209-258-6000 
" The Seahorse," 2-3, adul t drama, 8pm, Pros­
cenium Players, Brewery Arts Center, Carson City, 
883-1976 
Doctors' Wives Rummage Sale, 3, Convention 
Center, 853-3170 
Snowfest, 2-11 North Tahoe win ter celebration 
with more than 50 events, including ski events at 
Squaw Valley, Homewood, Tahoe City Nordic 
Center, Alpine Meadows, Tahoe Donner, North­
star, and Tahoe Ski Bowl, wi th cookoffs, torchlight 
parades, contes ts, and endless parties: For a copy 
of the complete schedule call 916-583-7625 
UNR v. Northern Arizona , 3, basketball , 7:30pm, 
Lawlor Events Center, UN R, 784-4870 
Donner Party Survival , 3, learn how the pioneers 
built shelters, hunted game, and passed the long 
winter; there will be a fire to warm up and cook 
lunch; for an easy 1-mile hike, bring snowshoes or 
cross-country skis and lunch; meet at 10am at 
Donner Memorial Museum, 3 miles west ofTruckee, 
Sierra Area State Parks, 916-525-7232 
Amateur Speed Skiing , 3, part of the Camel 
Sprint Series, clinic and demonstrations, Kirk­
wood Ski Resort, 209-258-6000 
National Amateur Bowler'S Tournament, 3-4, a 

Odyssey on Ice 
Mickey Mouse, Donald Duck, Goofy, and the Handsome Prince join a host of Disney characters and world­
renowned ice stars during Walt Disney's Great Ice Odyssey March 1-4 at the Thomas & Mack Center at 
UNLV. 

handicap singles tournament, open to all amateur 
bowlers with a 199 average or less, $750 in 
guaranteed prize money, entry fee $30, Starlite 
Bowl, 356-6355 
Far West Atari Grand Prix, 3-4, sanctioned 
slalom, Boreal Ski Resort, 916-426-3666 
Gold Show, 3-4 , Gold Panners Assn. of America, 
State Fairgrounds, 329-1158 
The Great Ski Race, 4, a 30-km. cross-country ski 
race from Tahoe Ci ty to Truckee, party at Hilltop 
Lodge in Truckee and prizes, proceeds to Tahoe 
Nordic Search and Rescue Team, $15, registra­
tion closes 8am, race begins 9am, Tahoe Nordic 
Center, Tahoe City, 916-583-0484 
Schallenberge Ridge Hike, 4, difficult 5-mile 
hike, bring cross-country skis, meet at 10am at 
Donner Memorial Museum,3 miles west ofTruckee, 
Sierra Area State Parks, 916-525-7232 
Art Linkletter Family Challenge, 4, free family 
breakfast followed by a NASTAR-type race with the 
lowest family combined times winning prizes, 
master of ceremonies is Art Linkletter, Alpine 
Meadows Ski Area, Tahoe City, 916-583-4232 
High Power Rifle Silhouette, 4, registration 8am, 
shooting begins 9am followed by club barbecue, 
NRA membership not required, minimum 40 
rounds required for match, Palomino Valley Gun 
Club, 22 miles north of Sparks on Pyramid Lake 
Hwy., 323-3950 or 785-4616 
Restaurant Relays Nordic Race, 6, 1 pm, 4-man 
teams ski a kilometer each and perform a culinary 
task; winners are based on time as well as taste 
and presentation of their culinary tasks, Northstar, 
N. Lake Tahoe, 916-562-1010 
Adaptive Technique Race, 6, non-handicapped 
skiers take clinics on three-track skiing and blind 
skiing , then race against handicapped skiers, 
Alpine Meadows Ski Area, Tahoe City, 916-583-
4232 
" Alice," 7-10, drama based on Lewis Carroll 's 
"Alice's Adventures in Wonderland," 7:30pm, $5, 
Lake Tahoe Community College Theater, 916-541-
4660 
Tyrolean Day, 8, dances, music, sausage sand­
wiches, sauerkraut, and beer, Sugar Bowl, Norden, 
916-426-3651 
Utah Symphony, 8, pops concert, 8pm, Lawlor 
Events Center, UNR, 784-4659 
Corporate Ski Challenge, 8-11 amateur ski race 
open to all companies except " ringers ," Alpine 
Meadows Ski Area, 916-583-4232 

" The Seahorse," 9-10, adult drama, 8pm, Pros­
cenium Players, Brewery Arts Center, Carson City, 
883-1976 
Ladies Invitational Slot Marathon, 9-11 slot 
play limited to dollar slots, cash prizes given to 
players who earn most coupons, player and guest 
spend three days and nights with room, food, and 
beverages included, part of a continuing marathon 
that culminates in the grand finals in July, $200 
buy-in and $100 entry fee, Reno Ramada Hotel, 
call 788-2000 in Nevada, or 800-648-3600 to be 
put on the mailing list 
Cross-Country Skiing , 10, moderate hike follow­
ing the General Creek Valley to the west, bring skis 
and lunch, meet at 10am at General Creek camp­
ground entrance station, Sugar Pine Point State 
Park, 1 0 miles south of Tahoe City on Hwy. 89, 916-
525-7232 
Far West Race , 10-11 ages 8-12, Echo Summit 
Ski Area, 916-659-7154 
KOZZ Bazaar '84 , 10-11 Convention Center, 
329-9261 
Donner Party Escape, 11 moderate snowshoe 
hike up Donner Pass and back while learning of 
the Donner escape attempts and ordeals; bring 
snowshoes; meet 1 Oam at Donner Memorial Mu­
seum for parking and to arrange transportation to 
the foot of the pass, 3 miles west of Truckee, Sierra 
Area State Parks, 916-525-7232 
Concert, 12, Reno Municipal Band, Washoe 
County School District, 10:30am and 12:30pm, 
Pioneer Theater, 786-5105 
Fun Day Races, 14, Tahoe Donner Ski Area, 
Truckee, 916-587-6046 
Amateur Ski Race , 16, advanced skiers, Kirk­
wood, 209-258-6000 
Op Auction , 16-17 benefit for Nevada Opera 
Assn. includes airplane and hot-air balloon rides, 
original paintings, and furs, Reno Hilton Hotel, 
786-4046 
" The Seahorse," 16-17 adult drama, 8pm, Pros­
cenium Players, Brewery Arts Center, Carson City, 
883-1976 
St. Patrick's Day Celebration , 17 special races, 
green carnations, Northstar, 916-562-1010 
St. Patrick's Day Boxing Festival , 17 8pm, 
Community Center, Cars~n City, 882-5087 
Art Exhibit, 17-18, hand-weaving art istry by Kate 
Hanlon, original designs and apparel, noon-5pm, 
free, Hazen Bar, on U.S. 50-A in Hazen, 867-3066 
National Amateur Bowlers Tournament, 17-18, 
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handicap singles tournament, open to all amateur 
bowlers with a 199 average or less, $750 prize 
money, entry fee $30; leads to National Finals after 
Memorial Day at Showboat Lanes in Las Vegas, 
Sterling Village Lanes, 356-6355 
Overnight Survival Hike, 17-18, learn survival 
techniques in the snow; bring snowshoes or cross­
country skis, mountain sleeping bag, backpack, 
change of clothes, stove, food, and tent (if not 
enough snow for snow caves); 4-mile hike, Sugar 
Pine Point State Park, must register in advance by 
calling 916-525-7232 
Rifle Silhouette, 18, any .22 rimfire rifle usable, 
8am registration, shooting begins 9am, club bar­
becue follows match, Palomino Valley Gun Club, 
22 miles north of Sparks on Pyramid Lake Hwy., 
323-3950 
Rummage Sale, 18, Daughters of the Nile, State 
Fairgrounds, 785-4306 
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Thieves Market, 18, Convention Center, 356-
7566 
Special Olympics, 18-21 downhill and cross­
country ski events for mentally retarded children, 
Echo Summit Ski Area, 916-659-7154 
Musicians of SwanneAlley, 19, music of English 
and Italian Renaissance, 8pm, Church Fine Arts 
Theatre, UNR, 784-4444 
Concert, 20, featuring Bach's " Brandenburg Con­
certo No. 2," Beethoven's "Symphony No. 7 " and 
Brahms' "Double Concerto," 8:15pm, Reno Phil­
harmonic Orchestra, Pioneer Theater, 329-1324 
Concert, 20, melodies from the Great White Way, 
the Silver Screen, folklore, and the classics, Eileen 
Bianchi and friends, 7:30pm, $4 , Brewery Arts 
Center, Carson City, 883-1976 
Art Exhibit, 21-22, sculptures and carvings by 
Martha and Larry Austin, noon-5pm, free, Hazen 
Bar, on U.S. 50-A in Hazen, 867-3066 

Reno International Jazz Festival , 22-24 , largest 
educational jazz gathering in the world, with stu­
dent musicians from the U.S., Canada, and Mexico 
and jazz bands from around the world; guest-artist 
concert features Count Basie and His Orchestra 
on Fri., Pioneer Theater, Convention Center, and 
Lawlor Events Center, 323-5672 
Ladies Invitational Slot Marathon, 23-25, Reno 
Ramada Hotel, call 788-2000 in Nevada, or 800-
648-3600 to be put on the mailing list 
Reno Autorama , 23-25, 5-11 pm on Fri., noon-
11 pm on Sat. with the Nevada State Teenage 
Bodybuilding Championship, noon-9pm on Sun., 
Convention Center, 786-1544 
National Amateur Bowlers Tournament, 24-25, 
Town & Country Lanes, 356-6355 
Gourmet Ski Tour, 25, cross-country ski outing 
with a gourmet lunch, 6-km. roundtrip, noon, $12, 
Tahoe Nordic Ski Center, Tahoe City, 916-583-
0484 
Cross-Country Skiing , 25, ski along steep terrain 
in D. L. Bliss State Park, some sidehill skiing off 
trails, difficult, bring skis and lunch, meet lOam at 
D. L. Bliss Park office on Hwy. 89, Sierra Area State 
Parks, 916-525-7232 
Handgun Metalic Silhouette Shoot, 25, Reno 
Silhouette Assn ., Washoe County Range, 22 mi. 
north of Sparks on Pyramid Hwy., 345-0225 
'52 Association Handicapped Clinic and 7-
Eleven North American Championship Races, 
26-30, culmination of clinics held for handicap­
ped skiers throughout the U.S. and Canada, with 
top finishers invited, Alpine Meadows, Tahoe City, 
916-583-4232 
Women's Professional Ski Championships, 
31-4/1 open to all women, one qualifying round, 
two elimination rounds for slalom and giant slalom, 
Kirkwood Ski Resort, 209-258-6000 
World Snowboarding Competition , 31-4/ 1 
Boreal Ski Resort, Soda Springs, 916-426-3666 

April 
April Fools Relay Race, 1 1 5-km., 3-man teams, 
lOam, $15 per team, Tahoe Nordic Ski Center, 
Tahoe City, 916-583-0484 
Tanner's World Wide Flea Market, 1 Conven­
tion Center, 382-8355 
Concert, 4, University of Nevada bands, 8pm, free, 
Pioneer Theater, 786-5105 
Reno Wine Adventure, 5-8, food and wine festi­
val held in conjunction with Harrah's Art Compe­
tition Show; wine tastings with 70 western wineries 
represented, a gourmet dinner, two champagne 
brunches, seminars on wine-related subjects, and 
cooking demonstrations; Harrah's Hotel , call for 
times and ticket prices, in Nevada 329-4422, 
outside of state 800-648-3773, and ask for wine 
desk 
''The Robber Bridegroom," 6-7 musical, Brewery 
Arts Center, Carson City, 883-1976 
Arts and Wine Exposition , 6-8, Convention 
Center, 785-4800 
Ladies Invitational Slot Marathon, 6-9, Reno 
Ramada Hotel, call 788-2000 in Nevada, or 800-
648-3600 to be put on the mailing list 
Sierra Para-Ski Championships, 7-8, expert 
parachuters land on the slopes and then race on 
skis, Northstar, 916-562-1010 
Gourmet Ski Tour, 8, cross-country skiers' gour­
met lunch, 6-km. roundtrip, noon, $12 , Tahoe 
Nordic Ski Center, Tahoe City, 916-583-0484 
Donner Camp History Tour, 8, learn about the 
Donner Party, with driving and easy walking routes, 
meet lOam at Donner Memorial State Park Mu­
seum, Old Hwy. 40, 3 miles west of Truckee, call 
916-587-3841 
Piano Duo, 10, concert features works by Mozart, 
Rachmaninoff, Brahms, and Crumb, 8pm, Church 
Fine Arts Theatre, UNR, 784-4444 

(Colltil/L1ed 01/ page 75) 



STAY & SKI WITH NORTHERN 
NEVADA'S FINEST RESORT! 
Make Caesars Tahoe your ski head­

quarters. 21 ski resorts are within a 
short distance from your room. 

Enjoy superstar entertainers, six 
restaurants and Caesars ffealth & 
Racquet Center with indoor heated 
pool and spas. 

Ask about Ski Spectacular room 
and ski packages. 

And . redeem your Reno/Tahoe 
primary destination airline ticket for 
an $18 Bonus Package! (Certain 
restrictions apply.) 

<A~SARS TAH~~ 
Casino &: Hotel • South Shore 

TOLL FREE 800-648-3353 
In Nevada 588-3515 
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I drove into the Lake Mead resort of 
Overton Beach for the first time last 
fall. A conglomeration of camp trailers, 

converted school buses, and mini-palaces 
on pickup trucks filled a clearing off to 
the left of the main road . A permanent 
trailer park was laid out closer to the 
marina area. Right on the beach was a 
tin y RV town, with television antennas 
popping up and neighbors sitting in lawn 
chairs, talking sports and politics. 

At the refreshment stand, a converted 
camp trailer, I talked to manager Fran 
Daly. She sa id there used to be a restau­
rant down near the boat-launching ramp, 
but last yea r's record water sank it. A few 
local campers wandered in. They spoke 
in slow, easy tones and smiled a lot. 

Back outside, I noticed the RVs and 
trailers emptying as people ambled down 
to the beach to watch the sunset. Two 
girls waded out into the water and 
stopped, neck deep, to chat. A small 
fishing boat cut a smooth wake as a lone 
fisherman motored back to the bay. 
Seagulls hovered . 

As the sun lowered in the west, all 
heads turned to the mountains on the 
eastern shore. At midday those hills had 
been pale brown, but now they were lit 
with a golden fire. The hills burned 
briefly against that startling, mercurial 
blue mirror of the desert lake. As the sun 
dropped off, the fire simmered and 
cooled, and stars appeared in the paling 
night sky. I laid back on the beach, 
drinking in the ambrosia of the gentle 
desert. 

I had planned to arrive at Overton 
Beach at the start of the day, rather than 
the end. But it had taken an entire day to 
drive the 65 miles from Boulder City . I 
wasn't quite sure where the time had 
gone, and didn't really care. There 
seemed to be a raw power of replenish­
ment in the vast desert vistas that 
beckoned you to dawdle here and there 
along the way. Cares, worries, ambitions, 
and failures were forgotten. I had been 
soothed and massaged by the desert. 

I had just one more day to explore the 
country, and it wouldn't be enough. What 
I really needed was a week, a month ­
why not an entire season?-to ramble 
down these spellbinding desert roads 
from campground to campground. 

After all, people don't go to Lake Mead 
just to camp-they go there to marvel. To 
explore surrealistic landforms. To set sail 
to secret harbors. To wonder at monu­
mental endeavors like Hoover Dam. To 
touch the petroglyphs carved in rock by 
Indians 1,000 yea rs ago. To lose all track 
of time in this magical land. 

The campers have it best. Lake Mead 
has six marina campgrounds, and Lake 
Mohave has two. For the most part, th e 
campgrounds are standard government 
is ue. Azaleas, oleanders, and palm trees 
line the drives to numbered camp slots. 
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Eleven portals to paradise. 

By Jim Crandall 
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You can use public campgrounds or set off by boat to find your own wilderness camp. Either way, Mead 
al1d Mohave (above) offer serene vistas and unlimited water sports. 

Each has a picnic table and barbecue. The 
grounds offer bathrooms, sewage dumps, 
and running water. The fee is $5 per 
night, and you may stay from 30 to 90 
days, depending on the campgrou nd. 
Overton Beach is an exception- no land­
scaping, no roads, no fees . 

Each campground is part of a mall 
lakeside village . The marinas are run by 
concessionaires, and mo t have a mall 
general store, coin-op laundry, and res­
taurant or coffee shop. They also have RV 
parks and trailer villages with full hook­
up and showers. And, of course, the 
marinas have fishing, skiing, and patio 
boat and houseboats (see chart) for rent. 

A good travel plan is to start at 
Ov rton Beach and then ramble outh, 
seeing the sights unique to each camp­
ground and maybe dining on a few 
catfish, bass, or trout along the way. 
Following are the camping areas from 
Overton Beach to Davis Dam . 

Overton Beach 
Because it has the only free campground 
on the lak , Overton Beach is perfect for 
overnighters who don't mind roughing it 
a littl . 

It's al 0 popular with the "snowbird ," 
retirees from the cold northern states 
who follow the sun to Mead. They're the 
real experts at campground and RV 
living, and they are only too willing to 
hare their expertise- and maybe a cup 

of ugar- with the casual traveler. Many 
of them find odd jobs at the marinas, the 
larger of which employ dozens of people. 

The RV park, which sits right on the 
shore, is a gleaming mini-city of chrome, 
glass, and TV antennas. As all RV parks at 
the marinas do, it comes with full hook­
ups, coin-op laundry, showers, and bath-
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Floating Campsites 
Rental houseboats equipped with 
kitchens, baths, bedrooms, air-condi­
tioning, cassette stereos, and gas 
barbecues are the aquatic RVs of 
Lakes Mead and Mohave. They're 
the most luxurious way to explore 
both lakes and the many hidden 
coves and unmarked beaches acces­
sible only by boat. 

PlayMate Resorts offers house­
boats at Echo Bay on Mead and at 
Katherine on Mohave. The 36-footer 
sleeps six, and during the regular 
season (May 11 to September 20) it 
costs $535 for a three-day weekend, 
$695 for four days midweek, and 
$965 for a full week. Their 50-footer 
sleeps 10 and rents for $675, $875, 
and $1,195 respectively. The 50-foot 
luxury model with bathtub and wet 
bar runs $765, $995, and $1,375. 

Forever Resorts offers houseboats 
at Callville Bay on Mead and at 
Cottonwood Cove on Mohave. They 
have two models, a 36-footer and a 
50-foot luxury model that sleeps 12. 
The regular- eason dates and pricing 
are the same as PlayMate's; the 50-
footer's rental rates are the same as 
PlayMate'S luxury model. 

You can take advantage of off­
season rates from November 2 to 
April 12. Besides di counts on all 
houseboats averaging about 70 per­
cent of regular rate, PlayMate offers 
one-day rentals of $105 for the 36-
footer, to $130 and $150 for the 50-
footers. Forever Re orts has a "super 
saver" special, with 36-footers going 
for $265 and 50-footers for $380, for 
a three-day weekend.-JC 

rooms. Most concessionaires will allow 
non-RV campers to use the laundry and 
showers, ometimes for a fee . 

The marina area is small and casual. 
There are no slips for boats, only buoy , 
but with free taxi service to and from. The 
loading ramp is actually the end of the 
entry road, which spreads wide to dip 
into the water. The small general stor , 
formed within a camp trailer, offe rs the 
forgotten items common to traveling. 

Valley of Fire and Lost City 
Aside from its lakeshore attributes, Over­
ton Beach is the gateway to explorations 
in Valley of Fire State Park, Overton, and 
the Lost City Museum. Valley of Fire, so 
named for its rust-colored sandstone 
mountains, is just five miles east on 

evada Route 169. About two miles into 
the park is the visitor center, which offers 
history, maps, and information on the 
Valley of Fire. There's a campground, too, 
set among the strangely-shaped rocks. 

At the south end of the nearby town of 
Overton is the Lost City Museum, which 
tells the story of the Pueblo Indians who 
lived in the Moapa Valley more than a 
thou and years ago. Models of pueblo 
dwellings are outside the museum, and 
inside you'll find a bounty of arrowheads, 
pottery, and tools discovered in the 1920 
excavations. 

Echo Bay 
The campground here offers a panoramic 
view of the lake and marina, which is 
built on a flat, land-fill peninsula with a 
huge, paved parking area. The peninsula 
creates a protected cove where aluminum­
roofed docks the size of airplane hangars 
offer slip for boaters. Houseboats form a 
bobbing city nearby. 

Fronting the lake is a complex with a 
modernistic motel. The restaurant and 
lounge are decorated in early frigate, with 
oak turnings, captains' wheels, oars, 
blunderbusses, and portholes. Brass lan­
terns in the darkened bar cast an amber 
glow, which is sometimes offset by sports 
broadcasts on the big-screen TV 

Callville Bay 
This marina area is a bustling lakeshore 
outpost where the captains of $100,000 
yachts mingle with first-time navigator. 
A 12-foot-wide dock leads out to the 
main marina area with a store, casual 
restaurant, and bar on the water. The 
dock continues along to a suburb of 
heltered slips and sleek boat . To the left 

of the main area, another dock hosts a 
flotilla of rental hou eboat . And farther 
up the beach is a private yacht club and 
harbor. 

The four campgrounds her are cur­
rentl y under a two-year lease program 
with the conces ionaire . The s ites are 
cattered on the hills overlooking the 

marina and the lake as you enter the area 
and offer tartling panorama . 

Callville Bay hosts the Parade of Lights 



each December, in which jolly sailors 
deck the hulls from stem to stern with 
elaborate displays and colored lights. 
This floating visual exp losion sets sail at 
dusk, stirring Mead with a swirling 
Christmas tribute. 

Las Vegas Wash 
Las Vegas Boat Harbor is at the mouth of 
the Las Vegas Wash, with the camp­
ground perched on a ridge overlooking 
the wash, Las Vegas Bay, and the marina . 
Operated by the Gripentog family for 25 
years, the marina is popular with locals 
for family outings. When the Gripentogs 
first took over the concession, there were 
six trailers and about a hundred feet of 
dock. Now there are 650 slips, a floating 
tackle shop and restaurant, and boats 
(private and for rent) galore. The place 
has a casual atmosphere, and that's the 
way the family likes it. Besides Bob 
Gripentog, Sr., and his wife, Betty, there 
are two sons, two daughters, an uncle, 
and various in-laws running the opera­
tion. If you need help with anything, just 
yell "Gripentog!" But don' t be surprised 
if a dozen heads turn your way at once. 

Boulder Beach 
Boulder Beach and the Lake Mead Marina 
are among the busiest of the two lakes' 
resorts, as the beach is located just six 
miles from Hoover Dam on the south end 
of the Boulder Basin. There are two 
campgrounds here, one at Boulder Beach 
and another to handle overflow campers 
at Hemenway Harbor. The Hemenway 
site can also be reserved from the 
National Park Service for large group 
outings. There are bathrooms, coin-op 
laundry, and showers. The RV park, 
landscaped with mature oleanders, figs, 
palms, and cacti, has 75 spaces with full 
hookups. 

In summer Boulder Beach, the longest 
developed beach on Mead, draws thou­
sands of sun bathers from nearby Boulder 
City, Henderson, and Las Vegas. It also 
draws anglers out for an evening's cast or 
competing in a fishing derby. 

The National Park Service Visitors 
Center, just south of Boulder Beach, has 
books and advice on the Lake Mead 
region, and rangers there are glad to give 
directions and information. The NPS 
gives interpretive programs on spring 
and summer evenings at the Boulder 
Beach amphitheater. 

Hoover Dam 
Of course, Hoove r Dam isn't a camp­
ground- it's a legend . And it is impos­
sible to pass anywhere near it without a 
vi sit. The four-mile drive to the dam 
winds through herds of randomly-grazing 
stee l stanchions that carry heavy-gauge 
electrical cables. The earth thrusts up­
ward, and each rock formation is a 
different tone-red, magenta, brown, tan . 
The area echoes the volcanic forc es that 
propelled it into being, as if during some 
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Camping & RV Hookups at Lakes Mead & Mohave 

Marina Phone 

LAKE MEAD 
Overton Beach 702-394-4040 free open $7 14 v v v ,I 

Echo Bay 702-394-4000 $5 166 $9 57 v v v 320 vvvv 
Callville Bay 702-565-8958 $5 80 15 v v v v 750 v , vv 
Las Vegas Boat Harbor 702-565-91 I I $5 89 none v 650 ,I v 
Boulder Beach & Lake Mead Marina' 702-293-3484 $5 154 $8.50 75 \/ v' v 528 v v v 
Temple Bar 602-767-3400 $5 153 $9 18 , v , 68 v v v 

LAKE MOHAVE 
Willow Beach 602-767-3311 none $8.50 15 , v v v 175 v v 
Cottonwood Cove 702-297-1464 $5 145 $9 75 v v v v 100 \1 v' \ V 

Lake Mohave Resort (Katherine) 602-754-3245 $5 173 $9 28 v v v 718 vvvv 

NOle: Ramps, dry storage, gas, oil, bait. lackie, and groceries are available al all marinas. Callville Bay, Lake Mead 
Marina, and Cottonwood Cove have hoists. Launching is free. 

, Lake Mead Marina is a mile north of Boulder Beach Campground. •• Overton Beach has 60 buoys. 
t Callville's RV hookups may not be ava ilable in '84 . 
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RURAL NEVADA 
FAMILIES HAVE FUN IN 

AIRPORT 
CITY PARKS 
SWIMMING POOL 

GHOST TOWNS 
3 LAKES • 2 RIVERS 

FISHING & BOATING 
HUNTING 

GOLFING 

24 HR. RESTAURANTS 
AUGUST FAIR & RODEO 

_____ REAL NEVADA 

Send for Our T-Shirts 

MASON VALLEY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
P.O. BOX 327 

YERINGTON , NEVADA 89447 (702) 463-3721 

Las Vegas 
BOATHARBOR 

LAS VEGAS WASH • LAKE MEAD 
BOB GRIPENTOG, OWN ER. 565-9111 

650 SLIPS • 35 COVERED 
RESTAURANT CAPACITY FOR 40 

Bar a Restaurant 
Boat Rentals • Fishing U Skiing 

• Full Marine BOAT SALES 
Professional • Carver 
Facilities • Century 

• Full Service • Boston Whaler 
Store 
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turbulent, bubbling storm of creation, it 
froze. Solid. 

The power stanchions increase in size 
and burden, perching at splay-footed 
angles on cliffs and gullies. A huge 
erector-set power-storage plant looms up 
on the left. The road rounds a corner, and 
there it is-Hoover Dam. 

You'd expect it to hum, or buzz, or 
somehow give voice to its birth and task. 
But it just sits there, a graceful, white, 
concrete wedge fitted snugly into the 
jagged cliffs. A wedge that built the town 
of Boulder City to house dam workers in 
the '30s. That holds enough concrete to 
lay a 20-foot wide strip of roadway from 
California to Florida. That holds back the 
mighty Colorado River, the Virgin, and 
the Muddy. That gave Depression-era 
workers five years of employment using 
their skills and daring on the most 
magnificent engineering and construction 
project of its day. 

At its rim, the tranquil waters of Mead 
lap gently. Seven hundred and twenty-six 
feet below, the Colorado bubbles and 
churns as it resumes its course between 
sheer, vertical canyon walls to swell again 
into Lake Mohave, the product of Davis 
Dam, 67 miles downstream. 

Two 30-foot-high, bronzed, winged 
statues welcome visitors where U.S. 93 
begins its route across the top of the dam. 
Four circular water intake towers rise up 
from the tranquil waters. Of the two 
closest to the dam, each holds a clock in 
its face. The western tower's clock shows 
Nevada or Pacific time, the eastern one 
shows Arizona or Mountain time. The 
dam is split down the middle by the 
Nevada-Arizona border. 

Cottonwood Cove 
A four-foot-high forest of cacti blooming 
with yellow flowers welcomes visitors to 
Cottonwood Cove. The cove is about 
midway on the length of Lake Mohave, 
and its remoteness assures the spring­
time camper an uncrowded visit to a 
mini-paradise. There are two camp­
grounds, one on the right as you enter, 
which gives a view of the cove and 
marina area, and one on the left near the 
water. Both are well landscaped with 
oleanders, cottonwoods, and palms. 

The marina area has a store and a 
restaurant-bar that sits near the water and 
features a bank of windows that look out 
over the marina and bay. The atmosphere 
is friendly and casual at Cottonwood, 
where the campers swap fishing stories 
and secret fishing holes, and the marina 
employees are glad for a little friendly 
conversation. 

Ka therine and Davis Dam 
The next stop is Katherine, which sits at 
the extreme southern end of Mohave 
near Davis Dam and the casino town of 
Laughlin, both good stops along the way. 

The dam, a marvel of design, is 
crossed by Nevada Route 163, which 



leads to Katherine. Halfway across, the 
dam juts out, creating what looks like a 
huge swimming pool. At the face of this 
trough are the flood gates, which from 
below the dam look like the doors of a 
pharaoh's temple. 

There's an asphalt parking and RV 
camping area off to the right and below as 
you approach the dam, great for leg 
stretching and midday picnics and as a 
parking place from which to take the 
dam's self-guided tour. 

Four miles south of the dam, along the 
western banks of the Colorado, is the 
town of Laughlin, which boasts eight 
casinos, some of them highrises, a couple 
under construction, in what seems to be 
an impossible location. But the town 
teems with gamblers, especially on week­
ends. 

Katherine and the Lake Mohave Resort 
have two campgrounds that can handle 
up to 500 campers and offer, among the 
usual amenities, horseshoe pits. The 
entire area is a model of landscaping and 
design, and over the years it has matured 
into a parklike paradise . A rambling 
motel with a lush carpeting of lawn is on 
the left as you enter the large marina 
parking lot. The restaurant and bar, 
decorated with a nautical flavor, is to the 
right on the cove. A covered porch fronts 
the restaurant area, and from its lip, a 
concrete bank leads down at a gentle 
angle into the water 15 feet below. 
Although the feeling of the area seems a 
bit ritzy, Katherine somehow is both 
formal and casual. 

Willow Beach and Temple Bar 
Willow Beach on Mohave doesn' t have a 
campground, but it's a great place to 
launch a boat or rent one and fish your 
way upstream toward Hoover Dam. 

Temple Bar, which is located on the 
Arizona side of Mead near where the 
Colorado flows out of the Grand Canyon, 
is the most remote of all marina camp­
ground areas, and popular as a get-away­
from-it-all destination . Besides the camp­
ground, motel, restaurant, bar, and RV 
park, Temple Bar has four cabins that rent 
for $15 a night. The cabins come with the 
bare essentials, a sink and stove, but you 
have to supply the bedding. Some 
campers reserve a cabin as a break from 
camp trailer fever. 

The vistas here are bold . The Temple, 
from which Temple Bar gets its name, is a 
majestiC peak that rises from the South 
Virgin Mountains across the lake . Rent a 
small fishing boat, drop a line, and troll 
your way slowly east up the picturesque 
canyons that lead to the Grand Canyon 
itself. There are pristine coves and shee r­
faced canyons, ragged cliffs and pastel 
colored rock formations- not to mention 
record-sized bass and catfish . 0 

Jim Crandall, associate editor of evada, plans 
to rough it again on Mead this summer, by 
houseboat. 
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The Full Never Slops 
WheD The Sua Goes Dowa 

You're invited to experience the famed Del Webb hos­
pitality - Nevada Club style - at the friendliest spot 

on the sparkling Colorado River! 'Round-the-clock fun, 
whirling casino action, outstanding dining, 

lively entertainment - plus modem, comfortable 
rooms. We've got it all - especially for you . 

Beauregard says: "Come on over and see us. You're gonna love it!" 

Fun keeps happening at Del Webb's Nevada Club, 
P.O . Box 523, Laughlin, Nevada • Telephone (702) 298-2512 

24 hour dining - live entertainment - On the Banks of the beautiful Colorado River 

IS 

HOUSEBOAT VACATIONS 

l~~!m!~R!!e = 
at Katherine Landing 

602/754-3245 tc"9Jl~~= 
702/ 394-4000 

CHOOSE YOUR LAKE 
Lake Mead & Lake Mohave can provide you 
with the ultimate family vacation . 

Aboard a fully equipped and easy to operate 
houseboat , you can cruise the lakes in 
comfort and style. 

AUlhorized Concession of Nalional Park Service 

Resort . Marinas 322 Lakeshore Rd. Boulder City. NV 89005 

PLEASE SEND ME 
A FREE BROCHURE 

NAME _________________ _ 

ADDRESS 

CITY/ STATE/ ZIP _____________ _ 
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----------­What helped over 
12,000 dreams become REAL? 
Chances are . ou r catalog had a lot to do with it. It's packed with over 30 spectac­
ular designs to choose from and ideas on how to create an imaginative design 
of your own. 

You 'lI also discover how our patented Interlock '" Joinery System makes 
building your dream home so quick and simple. you can do it yourself. Afforda ­
bility. energy efficiency. low maintenance and more: 40 pages of why over 
12.000 people have turned 
their dreams into a Real Name ----------------
Log Home. To receive your 

cata log. fill in the cou­
pon and mail it in 
a long with $6.00. 

Street _______________ _ 

City ________ State ___ Zip __ 

NMD 

III 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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I ------­~ REAL LOG HOMES 

.... "OC'HO"""" ® 

We're the largest and we' re local. 

SIERRA LOG HOMES 
P.o . Box 2083, Dept. NMD 

Carson City, NY 89702 
(702) 246-0590 

Charter Member Log Homes Council . NAHB 
© 1983. Traditional living. Inc. 

CASHMAN 
ECiUIPMENT 
COMPANY 

EAGLE VALLEY FRAMES 

+ 

+ 

+ 

Plus 3 

48 hr. Parts Availability, 
GUARANTEED! 
48 hr. Machine Availability, 
GUARANTEED! 
3 yr. or 5,000 hr. 
Power Train Warranty 
Unmatched Protection, and 
covers anyone of 23 new 
Caterpillar Machines. 

For more details call: 

CASHMAN 
ECilUIPMENT COMPANY 

YOUR CATERPILLAR DEALER 

Las Vegas 
649-8777 

'" SINCE 193 1 

Reno 
358-5111 

Elko 
738-9871 

CiiTerpIII,r , ell and CB Ir! Tr.demarks 01 Cllerpilill TII'10r Co 
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DISCOUNT 
To Members 

Everyday on all: 
• Ready Made Frames 

• Custom Framing 
• Stained Glass Framing 

• Canvas 
• Art Supplies 

8~1e1l aIky fi7wmeJ 

I Two Locations to Serve You I 
4555 South Carson 

(Corner of Snyder & Carson) 
Next to the Bowling Alley 

Carson City • 882-6654 
523 East Prater Way 

(/ron Horse Shopping Center) 
Next to Gemco 

Sparks • 359- 1377 

Come in and visit 
our Art Galleries! 

Nevada 
Notes 

A driv ing dog and a dug-up dum p. 
By Jim Crandall 

Good-bye, Good Buddy 
Buddy, the dri ving d og who captured th e 
hea rts of Nevada Day pa rad e goe rs, th e 
coun try, and th e world, is dead at age 15. 
H is son, Beaver, has inheri ted the d river's 
seat of th e 1926 Model T, says owner Bill 
Williamson of Ca rson City. 

But th e old team of Williamson and 
Buddy will be hard to bea t. There was 
something about the way Buddy seemed 
to lean back and smil e, as if he were out 
for a Sunday d rive with the fa mily. His 
charisma landed him and Williamson on 
TV shows like "Hee Haw," "Rea l People," 
and th e network news; in magazines like 
National Geographic, Nevada, and the Na­
tional Enqu irer; and in newspapers a ll ove r 
the globe. 

Williamson says Buddy didn't care 
much about th e driving; it was the people 
he liked . "During th e last parad e, well, he 
was pretty o ld and wo uld start to doze off 
every few minutes. But th en somebod y 
would ye ll, 'Hey Buddy!' and he'd si t 
r ight up. He stayed awake through the 
entire two-hour parad e li ke tha t." 

Another Man's Treasure 
When bulldoze rs began breaking grou nd 
in Las Vegas fo r a new Burge r King 
restaurant nea r Sahara and Easte rn ave­
nues, the blad es struck his tory. O ld 
bottl es, newspapers, and pre-1950s house­
hold items popped to th e surface. The 
prime rea l estate had been a city dump 
on th e edge of town in 1949 and 1950. 

Skip Swerdl ow, who with fa the r 
George owns six Burge r King franchises 
in Las Vegas, held hi s nose aga inst the 
dump's fo ul od ors as he picked through 
the rubble. "I fo und at least one of each 
pop bottle produced bac k th en, includ ing 
some I've never heard of li ke Da te Cola, 
Whistle, and L-C Cola," says Swerdlow. 
"Also, just as many whiskey and bee r 
bottles. Plus, o ld fashioned Purex and 
Clorox bottles, with the names em­
bossed in th e glass. 

"But what rea lly fasc inated me were 
the old newspape rs, the Las Vegas Review­
Jou rnal, Los Angeles pape rs, and some 
comic books." Swerdl ow, a comic book 
coll ector, saved two for himself, True 
Confidences and Hollywood Diary-tales of 
love and heartbreak in Hollywood. 

Swerdlow will d isplay the re lics in the 
new restaura nt and at the company's 
office at 3380 South Arv ille Stree t. 0 
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Slim and Dna Broughton of 
Las Vegas show their treasures 
at a jasper glory hole. 

Hot Spots for Rockhounds 
It's dirty work, but somebody has to find those beautiful rocks and gems. 

I t's not an uncommon sight in Nevada 
-two or three pickups parked beside 
a rough dirt road, and people scattered 

around a hill, digging with rock hammers 
or washing rocks in buckets of carefully 
squandered water while a gaggle of kids 
run up a wash. If you see a bumper 
sticker reading, "Rockhounds Do It With 
Polish," you're in the company of people 
who would do anything for a garnet. 

But, it's not so much the rock that's 
hounded; the precious minerals within 
the rocks are the bounty. And evada is 
rich in agate, jasper, obsidian, petrified 

By Sharon Schneider 
wood, wonderstone, precious opals, gar­
nets, cinnabar, amethystine, and carnelian 
- all prized for their beauty in jewelry 
and accessories. 

Searching for precious minerals has 
attractions besides beauty and wealth. 
There's the thrill of finding a gem that has 
been hidden for thousands of years. Each 
gem is unique in design and color 
because nature cannot duplicate the com­
bination of forces that produced it. 

Rockhounding also tends to be a 
family affair, combining exploring and 
camping with gem hunting. While most 

sports require expertise and coordination, 
anyone can dig in the dirt, including 
toddlers. Three generations often can be 
seen working side by side. 

Other enthusiasts enjoy the exe rcise. 
You can choose the amount of hiking and 
digging involved since evada offers a 
range of sites that vary from easy to 
difficult. 

And rockhounding is a sport that 
breeds camaraderie. Despite tales of 
jealous hoarding that sound like Treasure 
of the Sierra Madre, rockhounds are gen­
erally civilized and seldom hesitate to 
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trade tips, equipment, or stones. They 
also are notorious showoffs, as you'll see 
at any mineral show. 

Group ou tings are common. Besides 
having safety in numbers, the fun of 
camping under the stars with friend ly 
people, music and dancing, potluck din­
ners, storytelling, and laughter definitely 
heighten the pleasure of an outing. 

But whether rockhounds are moti­
vated by pleasure or profit, appreciation 
for the minerals' beauty is the most 
common denominator. 

The minerals' uses are as diverse as 
the diggers' motives. Agate, jasper, opals, 
garnets, and carnelian are especially 
lovely as jewelry and make fashionab le 
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rings, pendants, stickpins, and belt buck­
les. All can be used as decorative 
accessories. One acqua intance has a large 
opal permanently encased in a globe of 
water that he uses for an elegant paper­
weight. Some people use large mineral 
specimens to enhance their gardens and 
put smaller pieces in terrarium . Or gems 
can be coll ected and viewed like stamps 
or coins. Plus, stones can be sold or 
traded to other rockhounds eager to 
en large their collections. 

Polishing beautifies rocks by brighten­
ing the colol's and sharpening the 
designs. Rock-polishing can be done pro­
fess iona ll y, or you can buy your own 
equipment. 

Local gem and mineral societies are 
willing to help you get started. ot only 
will members share knowledge, but most 
clubs also arrange weekend expeditions 
to good digging sites. 

Since most of Nevada's rockhounding 
sites are in the desert, there are guide­
lines for ensuring safety and comfort. 

Wear loose, light clothing- long pants, 
a long-sleeved shirt, and a hat. High-top 
boots ward against snakes and scorpions. 
Take a knife or nakebite kit, sunscreen, 
and insect repellent. Don't expect to find 
campgrounds with restrooms, drinkable 
water, o r firewood. If you intend to camp, 
be self-suffic ient. 

Because the desert sun shines hot, 

In Search of 
Henderson Jade 
Gem hunters seem to live on every 
street in Las Vegas, and a good geode 
there gets more attention than Wayne 
Newton at the shopping mall. The area 
has treasures like agate, jasper, won­
derstone, and even turquoise, and the 
mild climate is excellent for serious 
diggers-too hot in summer, but per­
fect in spring and fall. 

Worthy sites are scattered around 
the area and are noted in rockhound 
guides. The following lesser-known 
sites are recommended by Betty 
McCreless, a member of the Las Vegas 
Gem Club. The three are located 
between Henderson and Lake Mead 
off Nevada Route 147 

Amethystine: From Henderson, 
travel northeast on Lake Mead Drive 
until you reach the water tank about 
four miles out of town. Take the dirt 
road that goes around the tank and 
down the hill. Turn left at the bottom, 
then right at next street. Go 0.3 miles, 
and collect to the left. In this area 
you'll find amethystine, a purple 
variety of crystallized quartz, in a 
white matrix. The matrix is snow­
white and suitable for carving. The 
amethystine is deep purple and the 
color gets darker the deeper you dig. 
And it is deep, so digging is strenuous. 

Henderson Jade: The second site is 
1.3 miles further east on the main road 
near the Three Kids Mine. Standing at 
the mine ruins and looking east, you'll 
see a trail going up a hill. Follow the 
trail to the first saddle, and there you 
will find what is known as Henderson 
Jade. It's actually a jasper, but the rock 
is said to polish with the brilliance of 
jade. Chisels are needed for heavy 
digging. 

Black Squigley: About a mile back 
on the same trail you can find black 
squigley, a surface rock that comes in 
large pieces. It's a black material that 
gets its name from the S-shaped lines 
in the rock. It's ideal for bookends. 0 



avo id the summer months. Fa ll and 
spring a re th e best. If possible, tim e your 
trip a ft e r a light ra instorm- rain washes 
dust off mineral s, makin g sparkling ge ms 
eas ie r to recognize. 

Te rrain is rough in most rockhound­
ing sites; th e roads leading into th e a reas 
a re unpa ved, and the clea rance of a 
pickup or fo ur-wheel dri ve vehicl e is 
advised . If you go with a group, odds a re 
someone has a pickup for carpoo ling. Ask 
the loca l she ri ff's offic e about road condi­
tions and tra il e r accessibility. Loca l rock 
shops a re eage r to provide d eta il ed maps 
and tips. 

A wo rd of cauti on about greed : d on't 
stu ff your bags with specimens you ca n't 
possibl y use. It ruins the hunt for oth ers. 
However, take a littl e extra fo r trading. In 
this way, everyone's collectio n expands. 

Unl ess you get pe rmission, private 
cla ims, marked by stakes or s igns, a re off­
limits. 

For equipment, most is ava ilable in a 
hardwa re store or rock shop. If an area is 
desc ribed as "hard -rock," you' ll need a 
sledgehammer, chise l, safe ty glasses, and 
prospector's hammer. For "soft-rock" 
areas, a prospector's hamme r, chisel, 
rake, and tweezers are sufficient . Don' t 
fo rget a knapsack and papers for wrapping 
and bagging fra gil e specimens, and a 
spray water bottle for washing dust off 
your find s. 

Finding rich caches is a skill developed 
by experience and kn owing the right 
peopl e. Two experts are Ca li fo rnians 
Patricia and Christopher Mill er, both avid 
rockhounds for 15 yea rs, whose favo rite 
hunting ground is th e Nevada desert. 

The Mill e rs caught th e bug durin g a 
trip in 1968 to Patricia's native Australia, 
whe re th ey fo und some nice opal. Afte r­
wards they joined the Sacramento Min­
era l Society, and before long Chris was 
cutting and polishing his own stones. 

They have traveled much of the 
United States, Mex ico, Canada, and Aus­
tralia in sea rch of minerals. But, they 
insist, Nevada is tops for its qu ality and 
bounty of rocks and minerals. 

Here the Mille rs share nine of their 
favo rite Nevada rockhounding spots. You 
can take wee ks, o r as littl e as six days, to 
loo p thro ugh th em all. Most require 
dri ving on rough dirt roads. 

Montgomery Pass, about 30 mil es west 
of Coa ldale: Obsidian is the glassy blac k 
treasure in abundance here. Also known 
as Apache Tears and once used in making 
arrowheads, obs idian is volcanic rock and 
true glass . Co lo rs range fro m blac k an d 
red to a bea ut iful go ld-sheen va ri ety, 
which is lying above-ground . Any digging 
required is soft-rock wo rk. 

Monte Cristo Mountains, turn off 65 
mil es east of Coa ldale : Love ly aga te, 
rhyolite, and opa li zed wood are the 
pri zes. Agate, fo rm ed fr om vo lca ni c 
acti vity, is che rished fo r its bo ld pa tte rn s 
and vivid co lors. The patte rn s ca n be 
shaped li ke eyes, plu mes, moss, trees 

Rock Groups 
There are a number of rock and 
mineral clubs around the state where 
rockhounds can gather to share tales 
and techniques. Some clubs have their 
own labs and clubhouses. Guests are 
welcome at monthly meetings and 
outings. Here are some of the state's 
most active rock groups: 

Boulder Gem Club, Box 14, Boulder 
City, NV 89005. Meets on second 
Wednesday of each month at the 
Multi-Purpose Building. 

Clark County Gem Collectors, Box 
7432, Las Vegas, NV 89101. Meets on 
first Tuesday at Lorenzi Park. 

Las Vegas Gem Club, Box 1177, Las 
Vegas, NV 89101. Meets on second 
Monday at Reed Whipple Cultural 
Center. 

Reno Gem and Mineral Society, 
Box 2004, Reno, NV 89505. Meets first 
Wednesday at clubhouse, 430 South 
Rock Blvd. 

Carson City Mineral Society, 147 
Lake Glen Drive, Carson City, NV 
89701. Meets fourth Thursday at 
members' homes. 

Lahontan Gem and Mineral Club, 
Box 623, Fallon, NV 89406. Meets 
second Friday at clubhouse, 955 Air­
port Road. 0 

(called d endrites) , and stripes. Opalized 
wood is petri fied wood whose inte ri or 
has been replaced with o paline silica . 
Rh yo lite, anothe r vo lcanic rock, is a lso 
ca ll ed Nevada wo nderstone when it is 
striped or mottl ed - th e grain comes fr om 
fl ow patte rn s d eve loped whil e still mol­
te n. Loo k fo r green, red, and blue 
rhyolite. All a re ava il able through soft­
rock minin g. As an add ed attrac tion you 
can visit th e ghost town of Gilbert . 

Garnet Hill, fi ve mil es north west of 
Ely: As the name implies, ga rn et fa ncie rs 
need look no further. The ga rn ets cove r a 
few squa re mil es and ca n be fo und by 
brea king up the pink rhyo lite or sea rch­
ing li ght so il fo r dark spots (ga rne ts). 
Ha rd -rock here. 

Gabbs, no rth of town on Nevad a 

Where to Go 
For the price of a crummy geode you 
can acquire the Nevada Bureau of 
Mines special fold-out, Rockhounds' 
Map of Nevada. The 34"x34" map 
and list shows more than 200 sites 
for such ite ms as petrifi ed wood, 
opal, turquoise, agate, jaspe r, sand­
ston e, placer gold, and a host of 
othe r mine rals. The cost is $3, and 
you can o rd e r by writing the Bureau 
at the University of Nevada, Ren o, 
NV 89557 

Route 361: The main a ttrac ti o ns a re 
petri fied wood, obsidian, and foss il s. The 
fossil s a re mostly fi sh, shell s, and worm 
casts. Pe trifi ed wood is plentiful and 
va ried because each tree spec ies petrifi es 
diffe rentl y. 

Fallon, turn o ff U.s. 50 ten mil es east 
of town : Wonderstone Mountain is south­
east of Fa llon and prov id es loads of 
Nevada wo nderstone (banded rhyolite) 
in diffe rent colors. Once you've go tten 
your fill of wondersto ne, head about 20 
mil es east on U.S. 50 to Fre nchma n 
whe re slightl y south yo u can find jaspe r 
(simila r to aga te, but o paque and ea rthie r 
in co lor). Get o ut yo ur rock ha mmer and 
spray bottl e because th e jasper has a 
chalky coating fro m wea therin g and is 
hard to recognize. The same a rea fea tures 
opa li zed wood and the o ld ghost town of 
Rawhide. Both places a re hard-rock dig­
ging. 

Lovelock, take Nevada Route 399 a nd 
turn left toward Eagle Pich e r Mine: This 
is a favo rite co ll ecting spot fo r aga te, 
petrifi ed wood, and rhyolite. Alth ough 
this a rea is under claim, you a re a llowed 
to coll ect just west of Lovelock. Be sure to 
heed a ll " no trespass ing" s igns. 

McDermitt, west of town: Part of thi s 
huge rockh ounding site is in Oregon, but 
Nevad a gets th e credit. Stop at th e 
McDe rmitt Rock Shop fo r a d etail ed map 
of the rockh ounding loo p; it's easy to ge t 
lost among th e many dirt road s. Th e rock 
shop holds cl a im on the green, purple, 
and multico lored agate in th e a rea, but 
rockh ounds a re a ll owed to coll ect up to 
20 pounds. If you' re lucky, you might 
find jaspe r a round th e creekb eds. This 
site is so ft-rock mining. 

Virgin Valley, abo ut 30 mil es west of 
Denio Juncti on: This is the spot if yo ur 
hea rt lusts afte r opals lit w ith fire. Two 
mines here a re ac ti ve ly wo rked and 
charge a nominal day- fee to rockh ounds. 
The Roya l Peacock Mine is open yea r­
round whil e th e Rainbow Ridge Min e is 
open during summer; tours a re ava il­
able. Soft-rock digg ing is su ff icient. 

Pa t Mill e r re membe rs when, as a child, 
she used th e abundant opal as a pebble to 
play ho psco tch in Austra lia. Now, when 
she desires an opal, she heads to Virgin 
Vall ey. 

A form e r Civilian Conse rvati on Corps 
ca mp in the va ll ey has some ca mping 
fac ilities like potabl e wa te r and dry 
to il e ts. 

Black Rock Desert, 20 miles no rth of 
Ge rl ac h by Dry Lake Road : The Mill e rs 
love thi s a rea fo r its plentiful petri fied 
wood . The dilige nt digge r is rewa rded 
also with Ch ristmas jaspe r fo r his hard­
rock wo rk. It's a specia l kind of jaspe r 
with red, green, a nd ye llow co lora ti ons 
that polish beauti full y. Geod es, somewhat 
sphe ri ca l, ho llow she lls fill ed with di ffe r­
ent min era ls, abound he re. 0 

Sharoll ScllIIeider of Carll/ icirael, Califol'llia, is a 
freelallce writer alld appreciates fille jewelry. 
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SAVE EIGHT MILES 
BElWEEN KINGMAN & NEEDLES 

TAKE SCENIC ROUTE 
BY RIVERSIDE CASINO. 
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FISHING E1 
DRIVE-IN FLY-IN BOAT-IN 

FREE 24 HOUR FERRY BOAT 
FLY into Bullhead City Airport, walk across the street and take the free 24 hour ferry 

boat ride to Riverside Resort and Casino! 

RIVER VIEW ROOMS! POOL! 
350 New Hotel Rooms . Advance Reservations Necessary. 

300 SPACE RV PARK - FULL HOOKUPS 

Box 500 • Laughlin, Nevada 89046 

CALL TOLL FREE - 1-800-227-3849 



Tile exqllisitely-appoillted 511 III III it restall ra llt all tile 18til [1001' of Harral/ 's TallOe is rellowlled for gOll rlllet 
dillillg alld spectaclilar pa lloralllas of tile TallOe Basin Best tillle: Sli ll set. 

PoshHorizons 
Restaurants with views so terrific that you won't 
mind the bill . 

Ther i mething about a restau­
rant with a fin e view- perhaps the 
trees, or light , o r the cow lowing 

in the pa ture- that makes dining out 
tha t much mo re fun . Around th e tate are 
manye tabli hme nt wher the vi ta a re 
o impre ive tha t you' ll hardly notice 

the bill. And that may be a good thin g 
since many of the menu have prices to 
match their high reputati ons. 

Fo llowing i a ma ll a mpling of 
evada restauran ts with views. Be ure to 

phone ahead fo r re 

Reno-Tahoe 
By Andrea Michelsen 

The trouble with the Bundox in Re no i 
that th e in ide views co mpete with 
outside one . nce you find the p lace, 
which hares a rathe r nond escript en­
tra nce wi th the Ri ve r House Moto r Hotel 
nex t doo r, ou' re in for a few u rp ri e . 

The restaurant i at the fa r e nd of the 
ba r, a dark down town wa tering hole 
where you might expect to ee Humphre 
Boga rt lean ing into h is gi n. few steps 
la ter, it is a bit of a hock to emerge into 
an e legant go ld and blue damask set ting. 
Just as su rp ri sing, a you snake you r wa y 
to a tab le, a re g li mpses of a couple of 
au then tic Reno irs and priceless pieces of 
jade which lin e th e wa ll s. on ti nu ing the 

pectacle i th e Truckee Ri ve r, onl y a few 
feet awa y and in plai n view through 
sliding glass door . 

A Reno day and evening lose their 
chill , th e people at th e Bundo oblige 
cu to mers by ex panding th e dining room 
to the te rrace ove rl ookin g the ri ve r 
Veteran ri ve r wa tche r ad vi e, then, that 
the best time fo r lunch o r dinne r i when 
the Truckee rage during a sto rm o r, 
bette r yet, when the river ma te r in 
Tahoe C ity feed thi clea r Sierra \ a te r­
wa y with Lake Ta hoe' ove rfl ow. Add a 
menu that i e lega ntly ontinenta l and 
e rvice a p rofess ional a any in evada, 

and you will be guaranteed a feast fo r a ll 
you r n e . The Bundox is loca ted at 2 
La ke Street; ca ll 323-0324 fo r rese rva­
tio ns. Open fo r lunch Mo nday through 
Friday fro m 11 :30 to 1:30, with dinner 
Monday through Sa turda 5:30 to 11. 

rhe nice thi ng abo ut th e view a t the 
Donner Trai l Di nner Hou e i th at it 
ta rts long before you wa lk th rough the 

doors of thi tage-stop-turned- restaurant. 
From Reno, take 1-80 west, tu rn off at the 
East Verdi ex it, and fo llow th e road a long 
the Truckee Rivl.' r. As you e nte r th e 
town - that' a loose description for a 
sma ll co ll ec ti on of !-oa loons, restauran ts, a 
post offi ce, and a di repu tab le-look ing 
dog o r two- look for the la rge sig n 
poi nting to the Do nn er Tra il Dinner 

Hou e. Soon you' ll follow the road pa t a 
school, go ove r a one-lane bridg , and see 
the wood-frame restaurant. 

Margare t Capitain (her hu band, Ray­
mond, doe th e honors back in th 
kitchen) will greet you at th e door and d o 
her be t to give yo u a seat with a view. 
This reque t, made with a dinner re erva­
tio n, i worth the time it take to ca ll 
ahead . The word " pa toral" wa made fo r 
th buco lic meadow whe re hor e g raze 
contentedl y out id th window of th e 
Donne r Tra il. o thing co uld be a loveli e r 
backg round fo r th e classic French cui in 
that i th e specialty here. The re tau rant 
i open fo r dinner Tuesday through 
Sunda y from 5 to 11 p .m. and is loca ted a t 
405 Bridge treet in Ve rdi . Pho ne 345-
0664 fo r re e rvati o ns. 

Like the Bundox and Do nn r Tra il , 
Hugo's Roti sserie at Hya tt Lake Tahoe i 
a bit out of the way but worth the ea rch. 
Fir t, find Incline Village on Tahoe's 
north shore and watch fo r th e rath r 
subtl e sign announci ng th hote l. Po int 
yourse lf d own toward the lake, pa th 
tall hote l-casino building, and follow th e 
sign to Hugo' . 

Thi restaurant sits in one of th e 
pre tti e t cove at Lake Ta ho and le nd 
the fee ling o f intimacy you might have if 

our a ilboat we re anchored in its safe 
harbo r. lake it a point to come ea rl y to 
enj oy a pectacula r unse t; th e ba r 
accommodate by ope ni ng at 4 p.m. The 
sun o n th e water, filte red through boughs 
of centuries-o ld pine, i almost guaran­
teed to make you forge t an y problems th 
day (fo r tha t matte r, th e whole ro tten 
wee k) ma y have he ld . If the vi ew doesn' t 
do it, the food urely will. Hugo's re main 
the favo rite o f many o f evada' fin e t 
chefs beause of it consistent quality 
mi xed with a good deal of innovatio n. 
The Fi ve-Star Duckling, which uses fi ve 
diffe rent sauces, i one of Hugo's bes t­
kn own di she. Li ten ca refull y to th e 
changing pecials- these are not ex pe ri­
me nt but fin ely- tuned di he . And, even 
th ough you ma y not lI eed the ca lo rie, th 
do- it-your e lf desse rt buffet d emands 
thJt yo u indulge in spite of your good 
en e. Hugo'S, loca t d at Country lub 

and Lakesho re drives in Incline, i ope n 6 
to 11 p.m. dai ly. a ll 831 -1111, exte nsion 
5405, fo r re e rva ti ons. 

The Summit, at Ha rrah' po h Lake 
Ta hoe hotel-casino, i probably the most 
wid ely-kn own re taurant-with -a-vi ew in 
th e a rea . If yo u are loo kin g fo r a 
pano ra mic vista o f th e lake and d on't 
wa nt to re nt a he lico pter, th e 18th-fl oo r 

ummit offe rs Tahoe' be t va ntage 
po int. 

Fro m th e e legant bea ring o f the maitre 
d ' to the ingle pe rfect ro e tha t ado rns 
th e tab le, thi dining room ex ud es cla s. 
The roo m ha been d e igned so that 
a lmost every table e njoy a view of th e 
spa rkling lig ht of the south shore. Aga in, 
un e t dining i highl y recommend ed, 

altho ugh th e surro unding re ort the m-

Mar/Apr 84 NEVADA 59 



Travel Guide 
HOOVER DAM 

The Amazing 
Facts ... 

The story and photos of 
one of America's great 
engineering achievements­
the building of Hoover Dam. 

In booklet form. $1 , plus 
25¢ postage & handling. 

Write: Hoover Dam 
Nevada Magazi ne 
Carson Ci ty, NV. 89710 

PAHRUMP 

PAHRUMP 
VALLEY 

Jl great place to 
live, play, ,work 

or vacatwn 

FOR A DAY OR 
A LIFETIME 

For information, write or phone 

Pahrump Valley 
Chamber of Commerce 

P.O. Box 42 
Pahrump, Nevada 89041 

(702) 727·5800 
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GENOA 

HOT SPRINGS RESORT 
• Bed & B reakfast 
• Historic Cottages 
• 6 Hot Mineral Spas 
• Sauna & Steam Rooms 
• Massage 
• Weigh t Training Center 
• Figg's Cafe: serving 

Lunch & Dinner from 
HAM to lOP M and 
Brunch on Sunday from 
9AM to 3PM 

For information call or write: 

WALLEY'S HOT SPRINGS RESORT 
P .O. Box 26 

Genoa, Nevada 89411 
(702) 782-8155, or 883-6556 

FERNLEY 

HOME OF 
INDUSTRIAL LAND 

A terrific location between 
Pyram id Lake and Lake 
Lahontan , 30 miles east of 
Reno. 

For more information contact: 

Fernley Chamber of Commerce 
P. O. Box 1606 
Fernley, NV 89408 
(702) 575-4459 

CARSON CITY 

~An~~N 
~ITY 
• Friendly 
• Historic 
Carson City 
Cham bar of Commerce 
702/682-1566 

BOULDER CITY 

Visit Historic 
Boulder City 

Home of Hoover Dam & Lake Mead 

Art Galleries • Cultural Events 

Golf • Camping 

Water Sports • Parks 

m lBOUlder I[][] 
W I City II Nevada I 

For more information contact 

Boulder City Chamber of Commerce 
1497 Nevada Highway 

Boulder City. Nevada 89005 
(702) 293-2034 



selves offer a lovely after-dark spectacle. 
The menu here is loosel y continental, 

with good French influences. The service 
is impeccable, the food superb, and the 
vista conducive to dreaming as well as 
eating. The Summit is famous for such 
desserts as its Grand Marnier Souffle and 
the tableside spectacular, Bananas Foster; 
it would be a shame to pass on such treats 
just for the sake of weight-watching. The 
Stateline restaurant is open each night 
from six to midnight. Call 588-6611 for 
reservations. 

Las Vegas 
By Elliot S. Krane 

The Union Plaza's Centerstage provides a 
spectacu lar view of downtown Las Vegas 
from its bayed restaurant at No.1 Main 
Street. Installed in the area that was 
formerly the hotel's pool, the second­
floor restaurant offers the imaginative 
menu that was served in the Backstage 
Restaurant before recent remodeling. The 
menu maintains the theatrical theme in 
honor of the hotel's Broadway produc­
tions with "Overture," "Between the 
Acts," "Stars," and "Encore" referring, 
respectively, to the hors d'oeuvres, salads, 
entrees, and special coffees. 

There is piano music in the cocktail 
lounge, which has the same Fremont 
Street view as the restaurant. Breakfast 

With inspiring views from the 27th floor, the 
Landmark has been a landmark sillce 1969. 

and lunch are served from 7:30 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m., dinner from 6 p.m. to midnight. 
Call 386-2110 for reservations. 

A few doors away at the Mint, the Top 
of the Mint is approached by an outdoor 
elevator. You can see both downtown 
and the Strip from the 24th-floor restau­
rant. 

A favored entree is the prime rib, 
which is served with spinach salad and 
baked or steakhouse potato. Sunday 
night's special dessert is baked Alaska, at 
no charge. Music for dinner and dancing 
ha been provided for the past 12 years 
by pianist Peter Urquidi, who alternate 
with the singer, Sidra. Hours are 5 p.m . to 
2 or 3 a.m., Friday through Tuesday. Call 
for reservations at 385-7440, especially 

George Carlson: 
A Tarahumara Portfolio 

This limited edition portfolio of six 
full-color prints provides a 
compelling glimpse into the color, 
intensity, and spirit of the 
Tarahumara Indians, a primitive 
tribe living in the remote villages 
of Northern Mexico. Each pastel is 
signed and numbered by widely 
recognized artist George Carlson, 
and printed on one hundred 
percent rag neutral pH paper The 
portfolio is enclo ed in a 
handsome protective envelope and 
includes an essay on the 
Tarahumara by Carlson. Only three 
hundred sets are available for sale, 
with proceeds benefiting the 
scholarly publication program of 
the University of Nevada Press. 

Print size: 17" x 22" 6 prints Portfolio Price: $240.00 

To order, or for a free color brochure describi ng the portfolio in further detail , 
please write or call: 

University of Nevada Press • Reno, NY 89557 
(702) 784-6573 
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Cactus Pete's 
a 

Horseshu 

JACKPOT, NEVADA 
On U.S. Highway 93 at Idaho Border 

LUXURY HOTEL 
SHOWROOM 

INDOOR MALL 
CONVENTION CENTER 

u.s. Highway 93 North is a 
short route to Craters of the 
Moon National Monument in 
Idaho and also to Yellowstone, 
Grand Teton and Glacier 
National Parks. 

- TOLL FREE -
800-821-3935 (inside Nevada) 
800-821 -1103 (outside Nevada) 

For more information contact: 
Carl Hayden 

Box 528 
Jackpot, NV 89825 

What a drag! 

It's still not time 
for the Great 
Nevada Picture Hunt. 

What are those idiots 
at Nevada Magazine 
doing, anyway? 

(Tum to page 30 
and find out) 
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on Saturday night when the 200 seats fill 
up fast. Allow at least two hour for 
dinner, dancing, and watching. 

For the sensation of dining on a posh 
ocean liner, try the Portofino at the 
Desert Inn. Located on the mezzanine 
above the casino, the restaurant has a 
Northern Italian menu and seating along 
the ship's rail that overlook the waves of 
gamblers below. If the scene looks 
familiar, that's because it was the back­
ground for many epi odes of the now-in­
syndication TV show, "Vegas." 

But it is such specialties as Bi tecca alia 
Diana and the Insalata alii Portofino- a 
salad with shrimp, lobster, tuna, and crab 
mixed with artichoke heart, anchovies 
tossed with romaine, and specia l dressing 
-that makes this one of the popular 
restaurants on the Strip. Hours are 6:30 
to 11 p.m.; closed Monday. Call 733-4444 
for rese rvations. 

The Sunset Room of the Landmark 
Hotel has a 360-degree, unobstructed 
view of Las Vegas. To the west, the 
flashing and ever-changing lights of the 
Stardust first catch the eye, followed by 
the aqua Caesars Palace and the reflective 
glass walls of the Maxim. To the north, 
downtown and North Las Vegas shimmer, 
while, on a clear night, the Red Rock 
Canyon makes a dramatic background for 
the expanding city. 

The 27th-floor r staurant, which ap­
peared in the James Bond film, "Diamonds 
Are Forever," a lso offers bargain prices 
for dinners and brunches. For reservations 
ca ll 733-1110. 

The Palace Cou rt in Caesars Palace 
doesn't look over the city, but it does 
afford views of the marble-lined pools 

and landscaping around the hotel-the 
"Ga rden of the Gods," as hotel manage­
ment calls it, which was designed to 
re emble the Pompeii Baths of Rome. 
Directly below the restaurant, a spa 
circulates 14,000 gallons of water every 
21 minutes, and for those enjoying lunch 
at the restaurant, there is always an anti­
pasto of bikini-clad guests decorating the 
lounges. 

The restaurant's most popular dishes 
include the noisettes d'agneau Chanteclair, 
which i spring lamb sauteed with 
vegetables. Touches like roses for women 
guests and glazed strawberries for non­
calorie watchers at dessert enhance the 
view. Luncheon is served 11 :30 to 2:30, 
Thursday through Sunday. Dinner seating 
is nightly at 6:30, 9:30, and 11 p.m. Call 
731-7547 for same-day reservations. 

Completely remodeled at the end of 
1983, the Rhapsody at the Tropicana 
features an art deco interior and a sweep­
ing view of the hotel's pool and gardens. 
Many of the trees and sh rubs were 
planted in the early 1960s and today give 
the impression of a carefu lly-tended 
Engli h garden. The room is arranged so 
that all diners can enjoy the view. 

One fixture of the room is Alfredo 
Lucchesini, the assistant maitre d' Luc­
chesini, who opened the hotel and the 
gourmet room, worked under the legend­
ary Perino of Los Angeles. The Belgian 
chandeliers, beautiful linens, and fine 
china have been retained, although Perino, 
who was paid $100,000 for the use of his 
name, has long since left. 

Dinner hours a re 6 to 11 p.m . daily, 
and the bar is open till two. For dinner 
reservations, ca ll 739-2222. 0 

The Palace COllrl reslallralll al Caesars ill Las Vegas overlooks lire Cardell of Ihe Cods, wlricll was 
desiglled 10 resell/ble lire opl/lelll POII/peii Batlrs of allcielll ROil/e. 



Sagebrush 
Gourmet 
A diner's guide to the Silver State. 

Following IS a selectIVe gUide to reader-approved 
Nevada restaurants whose advertisements ap­
pear In this sec lion. Besides descflptions of menu 
and atmosphere, the listings Include prices, hours 
and other details for your convenience. If you have 
any comments on the establishments listed, drop 
us a line at Nevada Magazine, Sagebrush Gour­
met, Capitol Complex, Carson City, NV. 89710. 

BAGEL DELI 
1091 S. Virginia at Bagel Alley 
Reno. 322-9458 
"Home of the Stuffed Bagel" and Reno's only 
Bagel Factory and Kosher Style Delicatessen. As 
the winner of Nevada State Journal's award, "Best 
Oddball Food Treat," thiS restaurant features 16 
different varieties of bagels (sesame, onion, onlon­
garlic, cinnamon apple, cheese, etc.) baked fresh 
daily. Bagel Deli offers 14 di fferent varieties of 
homemade cream cheeses, including avocado, 
date-walnut. strawberry and jalapeno pepper. 

EXCELLENT 
FAMILY STYLE 

BASQUE 
RESTAURANT 
STAR * HOTEL 

Dining Room 

European Style Food 
Specializing in 

our Famous Steaks 

ELKO, NEVADA 
ON THE CORNER 

OF 3rd AND SILVER 
(702) 738-9925 

ROOMS RENTED 

Dinner 5-9:30. Closed Sunday 

Kosher style meats Include hot pastrami, corned 
beef and turkey. The combinations for sandwiches 
are endless and all of the above may be combined 
to form an omelette of your dreams! Best home­
made spicy chill In the West. Cafeteria style or 
counter service. Eat a little or eat a lot for a little. 
Don't miss this treat. Open Tues.-Fri .. 8-4:00; Sat., 
8:30-4:00. Delivery prOVided. 

CATTLEMEN'S 
Hwy. 395, Washoe Valley 
Between Reno and Carson City. 849-1500 
A ranch-style restaurant, the cozy Catt lemen's 
offers excellent meals at a moderate price. The 
special SirlOin steak dinner IS a popular and good 
buy. Currently 56.45, thiS dinner Includes a baked 
potato, salad , bread , ranch-style beans, SirlOin 
steak and a glass of wine. Other entrees range 
from a simple hamburger steak to a filet mignon 
and lobster. The Alaska king crab is deliCIOUS! 
Open seven days a week for dinner from 5 p.m. No 
reservations. AE , MC, VISA. 

WHY 
WOK 

FuRTHER? 

Steaks. Lobster. Ribs 
Lamb. Banquets • Drinks 

Prime Rib 

849-1500 
Halfway between Carson and Reno 

555 Highway 395, South Washoe VaHey 

REAL 
BASQUE 
REVELRY 

AUTHENTIC BASQUE FOODS 
SERVED FAMILY STYLE 

LU NCHEON 1130-130 • DINNER FROM 6 PM 

PRIVATE DINING ROOM FOR SPECIAL PARTIES 
Honoring 

AMERICA N EXPRESS • BANKA MERICARD 
MASTERCARD • CAR TE BLA NCHE 

PHONE 323-7203 
301 EAST FOURTH STREET 

FREE PA R KIN G JUST 3 B LO C KS FRO M CA SIN OS 

"RENO'S MOST UNIQUE 
DINING EXPERIENCE" 

SPEcmn 
BIIIEIS 

YOUR CHOICE OF 
1 lb. New York Steak 

~ • .G 
Chicken Cordon Bleu 

~.~ 

Rainbow Trout 
A1mondine 
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"Not just 
a bagel, 

but a tradition." 
at 

E i leen and Larry Feldm an's 

BAGEL DELI 
"Home of the Stuff ed Bagel" 

322-9458 
1091 So. Virgin ia and Bagel A lley 

HOUR : Tue day thru 
F'riday :OOam to 4:00pm 

aturday- :30am to 4:00pm 

Truly International Dining 
at the Desert Inn and Country Club 

Authentically prepared. our world 
famous French cuisine has made 

this the Las Vegas home for the 
French gourmet connoisseur. 

Partifirw 
Dining is refreshed with the 

distinctive navors and 
seasonings unique to the 

northern regions of Italy. 

Refined American Continental 
fare served 24 hours a day 

overlooking the pool and gardens 

}IoWan 
A new plateau in Chinese dinIng blends 

The finest gourmet 
Dining in Las Vegas 

served in atmospheres 
incomparable. Settle for 

nothing less than the 
Desert Inn and sample the 

tastes of the world. 

DE8EI\1} 
INN 

and Country Club 
LAS VEGAS 

the elegance of the Orient crisped in cool 
linens with the ceramic setting of Old Peking 
all overlooking the pool and gardens 
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DESERT INN & COUNTRY CLUB 
3145 Las Vegas BOulevard South 
Las Vegas. 733-4444 
For superb international dining , the restaurants of 
the Desert Inn & Country Club are unmatched in 
Las Vegas. The Monte Carfo Room IS authentic 
French gourmet in every sense of the word. The 
Portof ino , overlooking the beautiful Desert Inn 
casino, features unparalleled cuisine from the 
northern regions of Italy. Ho Wan is a veritable 
treasure of exquisite Chinese dining, while the 
tasteful LaPromenade serves great American 
specials 24 hours a day. All major credit cards 
accepted. 

LOUIS' BASQUE CORNER 
301 E. 4th Street 
Reno. 323-7203 
Louis' restaurant offers a warm, unhUrried atmos­
phere that hints of yesterday. Master chefs pre­
pare genuine Basque cuisine such as Tripes 
Callos, Poulet a la Basquaise, Paella, Boeuf 
Bourguignon, and entrees including Coq au Vln 
(chicken in red wine sauce), Lapin Chasseur 
(hunter's rabbit) , and Ris de Veau (sweetbreads) as 
well as many other delicious French and Spanish 
Basque dishes all served family style with compli­
mentary wine. You can enjoy a famous picon 
punch, cafe royal or perhaps an Izarra or choose 
from Louis' extensive wine list. Basque culture is 
reflected in the pottery, artifacts and pictures from 
the Pyrenees which grace the walls of the two trad i­
tional dining rooms. Louis and Lorraine Erreguible 
host many special dinners and parties in this 
authentic Basque restaurant. Ample free parking. 
Lunch: Mon.-Frl., 11 :30-1 :30; Dinner nightly at 6 
p.m. All major credit cards accepted. 

MINER'S CAFE AND SPECIALTY HOUSE 
Comstock Hotel and Casino 
Second and West Street 
Reno. 329-1880 
The decor of thiS 24-hour cafe is a colorfu l and 
faithful reproduction of the Virginia City of the 
1800s when silver was pounng out of her mines. 
Photos of the Comstock diggings cover the sou­
venir type menu and the bill of fare IS literally a 
page from the past with tasty entrees honoring 
bygone mining pioneers. Located on the mezza­
nine IS the SpeCialty House Restaurant featunng 
Chicken Cordon Bleu, Idaho Rainbow Trout and 
the Comstock's famous I -lb. New York Steak 
dinner With all the tnmmlngs for $5.99. The Miner's 
Cafe and SpeCialty House is open 24 hours daily. 
AE , MC, VISA. 



SAM'S tOWN 
5111 Boulder Highway 
Las Vegas, 456-7777 
Don't let the Sam's Town ambiance fool you. In 
Diamond Lit's, you may crave a skilletful of ribs 
(and the "secret sauce" will enslave you forever) , 
but you can also order Beef en Brochette with all 
the trimmings, topped with Sauce Bordelaise and 
'most anything in between. Luscious appetizers, 
side "delectables" plus a mouth-watering selec­
tion of desserts and beverages. Sun.-Thurs. 5-11 
p.m., Fri .-Sat. 5-12 p.m. Sunday Champagne 
Brunch, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Willy and Jose' s Cantina 
offers traditional Margaritas to the highly­
imaginative Chimichangas and Sam's Gone Ba­
nanas and a taste-tingling array of Mexican food 
specialties. Every night's a winner. Sun.-Thurs. 5-
11 p.m., Fri.-Sat. 5-12 p.m. Sunday Brunch from 11 
a.m.-5 p.m. The Stagecoach Restaurant is a 24-
hour, full menu family eating spot, with a special 
menu for the youngsters. There are "graveyard 
specials" from 11 p.m. to 11 a.m. as well as special 
breakfast combinations to please everyone's palate 
and pocketbook. AE, Carte Blanche, Diners, MC, 
VISA. 

STAR HOTEL 
245 Silver (at Third) 
Elko. 738-9925 
Built in 1909 as a boardinghouse for Basque 
sheepherders and ranchers, today the Star Hotel 
still houses sheepherders. But now it also offers an 
extraordinary family-style restaurant specializing 
in hearty meals, European style. Joe and Anita 
Sarasua offer entrees including steak, seafood , 
chicken, oxtails, and roasted bits of lamb pre­
pared with onion and red pimientos. Try a picon 
punch and the Friday chef's special of lobster, 
bacalao or rice and clams (in season). Dinner 
includes an ample supply of soup, salad, entree, 
vegetables, beans, spaghetti and french fries fol­
lowed by ice cream or sherbet. Fine and plentiful 
fare. Dinners only: 5-9 p.m. Closed Sundays. No 
reservations. No credit cards. 

VERDI INN 
Second and Bridge Streets 
Verdi , 345-0288 
The famous old Verdi I nn, owned and operated by 
the Engel family for the past 22 years, is situated in 
Verdi , Nevada, eight miles west of Reno, and has 
an antique bar 120 years old. The Inn is a dinner 
house with a Gay '90s atmosphere and serves 
such delicacies as frog legs, Coquille St. Jacques, 
prime rib, lamb, and steaks, iust to name a few. 
Open seven days a week; Sun.-Thurs.5:30-1 0 p.m., 
Fri.-Sat. 5:30-11 p.m. AE , Diners, MC, VISA. Reser­
vations accepted. 0 

~~~~~ 
GOURMET DINNERS 

STEAKS • SEAFOOD· PRIME RIB 

100 YEAR OL D 
H IS TO RI C BAR 

AUT HEN TIC 
EAR L Y A M ERI CAN 

HOSPIT A liT Y & 
AT M OSPH ERE 

"lIt\, wnrtlt tlte brine!" 
8 miles west of Reno - Hwy 80 to the Verdi turnoff 

American Express ,~~~~ 
Maste.rcharge , Visa 'k ~ ~ -
and Diner 's Club. ___ _ 
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APPEARING SOON IN LAS VEGAS 
A Brand, Spanking New International Airport 

For Dusty Mac, our pesky Nevada 
sourdough Miner, it's a dream come 
true. He's been tearing up the place 
for so long looking for his legendary 
"lost McCarran Mine," we had to 
practically build a new airport . 

GOODNEWS 

And the good news is that Dusty 
Mac has "thrown in with us" to make 
McCarran International Airport big­
ger and better. He's advising people 
who use the airport where there might 
be some construction going on and 

how to best use the facility (actually, 
we think Dusty is still diggin' around, 
but we don't want to call him out on 
that). 

TREMENDOUS GROWTH 
The new airport, when completed, 

will be the talk of the aviation industry. 
It is being remodeled, at no cost to 
local taxpayers, to handle Las Vegas' 
tremendous growth needs through the 
year 2000 and beyond. So bear with 
us and give yourself a little extra time 
to catch your airplane. It's worth 
waiting for. 

McCarran EB 
INTERNA TIONAL AIRPQRT 

We'll make it 
bigger ... and better! 

McCarran~ 

The Clark County Board of Commissioners 



Where the stars and shows 
are playing this winter. 

Shows & Stars 
Following is a muster of the stars, revues, and 
extravaganzas you can see in Nevada showrooms 
in March and April. Schedules can change, so it's 
wise to call ahead for times, dates, and reserva­
tions. For out-of-state callers, Nevada's area code 
is 702. For the hotels' toll-free phone numbers, call 
1-800-555-1 21 2. 

Las Vegas 
Aladdin, 736-0111 Entertainment TBA 

Barbary Coast, 737-7111 Irish Showband, 
9:30pm, midnight & 2am; Royal Dixie Jazz Band, 
noon-6pm; no cover, no minimum 

Caesars Palace, 731 -7333: Wayne Newton, thru 
3/5; Sammy Davis Jr./Bill Cosby, 3/7-12; Joan 
Rivers, Smothers Brothers/Jim Stafford, 3/ 14-27 

Circus Circus, 734-0410: Circus acts, 11 am­
midnight, free 

Desert Inn, 733-4566: "Dream Street," indl.; 7pm 
& 11 pm cocktail shows Tues.-Sun., dark Mon. 

Dunes, 737-4110: Entertainment TBA 

EI Rancho, 796-2222: Lounge entertainment 
nightly, 1 drink minimum 

Flamingo Hilton, 733-3333: City Lites, revue, 
indl.; 8pm dinner show Irom $14.50, midnight 
cocktail show $6.95, includes 2 drinks; Casino 
Lounge: Jerry Sun/Dae Han Sisters, thru 3/ 12; 
John Wills/Jerry Sun's Fantasy, 3/ 13-26; Gary & 
Sandy/John Wi lls, 3/27-4/9; Bach/ Liz Damon,4/1 0-
23; Sonny Turner/ Liz Damon, 4/24-5/ 7 

Four Queens, 385-4011 Dondino, indf. (except 
Mon.); Sam Butera, thru 3/ 11 (except Mon.); Sun­
spots, thru 3/ 1 7 (except Sun.); Witnesses, 3/20-5/5 
(except Sun.) 

Frontier, 734-0240: Siegfried and Roy in Beyond 
Bel ief, indf.; 7pm & 11 pm Tues.-Sun., dark Mon., 
family show on 3/2 & 4/6 at 6pm with 9:15pm & 
12:15am cocktail shows 

Fremont, 385-3232: Skin Tight, revue, indl.; 8pm 
& 10pm Sun.-Wed., 8pm, 10pm & midnight Fri.­
Sat., dark Thurs., $9.95, includes 2 drinks 

Hacienda, 798-0571 Fire & Ice, ice spectacular, 
indf.; 8pm optional dinner show from $13.95 , 8pm 
and 11 pm cocktail show $9.95 

Holiday, 369-5000: Wild World of Burlesque, indl., 
10pm & 12:30am Mon.-Thurs., 8pm, 10pm & 
12:30am Fri.-Sat., dark Sun., $6.95, includes 2 
drinks 

Imperial Palace, 733-0234: Legends in Concert, 
indf., 8pm cocktail show $9.95, 11 pm cocktail 
show $6.95; dark Sun., Mickey Finn Show, indf.; 2 
& 4pm; dark Sun., $8.95, includes 2 drinks 

Landmark, 733-1110: Nightly entertainment 

Las Vegas Hilton, 732-5755: Bal du Moulin 
Rouge starring Suzanne Somers, indl.; 8pm dinner 
show from $16.50, midnight cocktail show $12.50; 
Casino Lounge: Bach/John Wills, thru 3/ 12; Bach/ 
Dae Han Sisters, 3/12-26; Jerry Sun's Fantasy/ 
Dae Han Sisters, 3/27-4/9; Jerry Sun/Jonas, 4/ 1 0-
23; Jonas/The Reycards, 4/24-5/7 

Las Vegas Inn & Casino, 731 -3222: Entertain­
ment TueS.-Sun. 

MGM Grand Hotel , 739-4567' Ziegfeld Theatre: 
Jubilee! indl.; 8:15pm & 11 :45pm, $23.50; Celeb­
rity Room: Mac Davis, 3/1-14 

Marina, 739-1500: Flashdance Fever, revue, indf., 
8:30pm & 1 0:30pm Sun. and Tues.-Thurs., 8:30pm, 
10:30pm & 12:30am Fri.-Sat.; dark Mon., $6.95 

Maxim, 731 -4300: Old Tyme Burlesque, indl., 
8pm, 10:15pm & midnight; dark Thurs., $9.75, 
includes 2 drinks 

Mint, 385-7440: Entertainment TBA 

Riviera , 737-1755: Johnny Mathis/Jeannine 
Burnier, 3/5-11 8pm dinner show; Mickey Gilley/ 
Janie Fricke, 4/2-7 & 4/ 10-15; 8pm dinner show, 
midnight cocktail show 

Royal Casino, 733-4000: Nightly entertainment 

Sahara, 737-2424: Nightly entertainment 

Sam's Town, 456-7777' alternates indl. between: 
Gary LeMaster, David St. David, Perfecto & Motion 

Sands, 733-5453: Entertainment TBA 

Sliver Slipper, 734-1212: Boy-Lesque, revue, indl.; 
8pm, 10pm & midnight; dark Thurs., Branded, 
revue, indf.; 9pm & 11 pm Mon.-Thurs ., 7pm, 9pm & 
11 pm Fri.-Sat., dark Sun., $5 .95 

Stardust, 732-6325: Lido de Paris, indl., 7pm & 
11 pm nightly; $17.50, includes 2 drinks 

Sundance, 382-6111 Nightly entertainment 

Suzanne Somers gets a lift in Bal du Moulin 
Rouge at the Las Vegas Hilton. 

Atlas 
Thrift 

OF NEVADA 

RENO 
4016 Kietzke Lane 
Crossroads Center 

826-8704 
CARSON CITY 

2468 Highway 50 East 
883-7900 

LAS VEGAS 
4952 E. Tropicana 

(Tropicana at Nellis) 
456-0479 

4640 Meadows Lane 
Suite A-1 at Decatur 

870-9121 
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Winnemucca Travel Guide 
For 
good 
times 
and 
good 
meetings. 

Motel 
scon 
SHADY 
COURT 
("Your Home Away From Home. '') 

70 UNITS, ALL HAVING 
STEAM HEAT & AIR CONDITIONING 
DIRECT DIAL TELEPHONES 
COLOR TELEVISION 
INDOOR, HEATED POOL 

FOR YEAR- ·ROUND SWIMMING 
SAUNA BATH 
CHILDREN'S PLAYGROUND 

3 BLOCKS OFF HWY 95 

2 BLOCKS NORTH OF 
WINNEMUCCA BOULEVARD (1-80) 

AT PAVILION & FIRST STREETS 
P.O. BOX 672 (702) 623-3646 
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Refuel your tank or 
satisfy your appetite. 

Get 
Together In 
Winnemucca 

Winnemucca Convention & 
Visitors Bureau 

50 Winnemucca Blvd. , West 
Winnemucca, NV. 89445 

(702) 623-5071 

Come visit us at Odds and Sorts 
look around and tell your thoughts, 

We've baby gifts and festive joys 
embroidery and children's toys, 
Assorted teas and coffee beans 

antiques and prints of various scenes, 
Many ·a quaint and beauteous thing 

with which we hope some joy to bring, 

And last of all we speak of flowers 
when entertaining think of ours, 
We will arrange for you to cater 

for banquets, weddings, now or later, 
The most exquisite flower display 

in silk and dried or basket gay, 

For your festive next occasions 
let /0 Ann and Kay provide creations 

Which will add a splendid look 
just phone them up, they're in the book. 

Odds and Sorts 130uttque 
602 So. 'l3ridge SI. 

'Wi1lt1emUCCa, Yb?v. 89445 
7elephot1e 623 -5348 



Tropicana , 739-2411 Folies Bergere, indl., 8pm 
dinner show from $16.95, 11 :30pm cocktail show 
$13.95 

Union Plaza , 386-2444 : Broadway entertainment 
nightly; 8pm dinner show from $11.95, 11 :45pm 
cocktail show from $7.50 

Lake Tahoe 
Caesars Tahoe, 588-3515 (800-648-7469): 
Allen & Rossi , 3/8-10; Don Williams, 4/5-7 

Crystal Bay Club, 831-0512: Nightly entertain­
ment 

Del Webb's High Sierra , 588-6211 Doug Ker­
shaw/Cork Proctor, 3/5-18; Jimmy Rodgers, 3/ 19-
4/9; Montana, 4/9-22 

Harrah's Lake Tahoe, 588-6611 South Shore 
Room: Sammy Davis Jr., thru 3/ 1 Mel Tillis/Jim 
Stafford, 3/ 2-8; Wayne Newton, 3/9-15; The Oak 
Ridge Boys, 3/ 16-22; Rich Little, 3/23-29; Don 
Rickles, 3/30-4/5; Engelbert Humperdinck, 4/6-
12; Roy Clark, 4/ 13-19; Loretta Lynn/Jerry Van 
Dyke, 4/ 20-26; George Benson, 4/ 27-29; Larry 
Gatlin & The Gatlin Brothers Band, 4/30-5/3; 
Stateline Cabaret: Tower 01 Power, thru 3/4 ; The 
Plalters, 3/6-18 (except Mon.); The Turtles, 3/ 20-
4/ 1 (except Mon.); Rain: A Tribute to The Beatles, 
4/3-8; Society of Seven, 4/ 17-29 (except Mon.) 

Harvey' s, 588-2411 Top of the Wheel: Ron Rose 
Sound, indf.; Doris Cole & Co., 3/ 1-4; Livacious, 
3/ 6-4/ 1 Vanda, 4/4-15; Fortune, 4/24-5/20; Casino 
Theatre Lounge: Saddle Tramps Revue, indl., Too 
Hot To Handle, indf.; Edell Anglin, indl., Linda Riley 
& the Texas Playgirls, 3/ 1-4; Jenevie, 3/ 1-4; Hot 
Lava, 3/5-25; Laura Lee, 3/5-19; Sun Spots, 3/20-
4/ 15; De Marche Sisters, 3/26-4/ 15 

Hyatt Lake Tahoe , 831-1111 Winchester 
Cathedral/Frank & Lehea, thru 3/ 11 Gartin Gather­
ing/Arne Grobler, 3/ 13-25 

Nevada Lodge , 831-0660: Nightly entertainment 

Reno, Sparks 
& Carson City 
Carson City Nugget, 882-1626: Cheryl Cotton 
Show, thru 3/ 18; Chris David Show, 3/ 20-4/ 1 

Ci rcus Circus, 329-0711 Circus acts, 11 am­
midnight, Iree 

Fitzgerald' s, 786-3663: Nightly entertainment 

Harrah's Reno, 329-4422: Headliner Room: 
Tony Orlando, thru 3/7 ' Debbie Reynolds, 3/8-21 
Bill Cosby, 3/ 22-4/4; The Smothers Brothers/Patti 
Page, 4/5-18; Neil Sedaka, 4/19-5/2; Casino 
Cabaret: The Platters, thru 3/4 (except Mon.); The 
Turtles, 3/6-18 (except Mon.); Rain: A Tribute to The 
Beatles, 3/20-4/ 1 (except Mon.); Jacklyn Frost, 
Best of Bette Midler, 4/3-15 (except Mon.) 

MGM Grand Hotel, 789-2285 (800-648-3568): 
Ziegfeld Theatre: Hello Hollywood Hello, indl., 
8pm dinner show from $22; midnight cocktail 
show $18.50; Lion 's Den: Gary Raffanelli & Sandy 
Selby/Sizzle, thru 3/6; Danny Marona/Franco & 
Mary Jane, 3/7-4/3; Leo's Lair: Vince Cardel l/One 
+ One + Karen Cavanagh, thru 3/6 

John Ascuaga's Nugget, Sparks, 358-2233 (800-
648-1177): Casino Cabaret: "PSSST!" indl., Mon­
tana, thru 3/ 4; Liz Damon's Orient Express, 3/ 20-
4/8; Muglestons, 4/10-20; Wright Brothers, 4/ 22-
6/ 10 

George Trullinger is Buddy Holly in Legends in 
Concert at the Imperial Palace. 

Ormsby House, Carson City, 882-1890: Mark 
Twain Bar: Glenna Allen & Fortune" thru 3/4 ; 
Roommates, 3/6-25; Four Tunes Plus One, 3/27-
4/15; Supper Club: Twice As Nice, thru 3/ 11 

Peppermill , 826-2121 Country Casanova, thru 
3/ 4; Buckboard, thru 3/4 

Peppermill's Western Village, Sparks, 331-1 069, 
Nightly entertainment 

Reno Hilton, 785-7100: Opera House Theatre: 
Razzle Dazzle, indl., 8pm & 11 :30pm cocktail 
shows Tues.-Sat., 4:30pm family show & 8pm 
cocktail show Sun., dark Mon., Rainbow Cabaret: 
Reycards, thru 3/26; Sonny Turner, 3/2 7-4/ 23 

Reno Ramada , 788-2000: Nightly entertainment 

RiverSide, 786-4400: Dancing to records of the 
'40s, '50s & '60s, Tues.-Sun., no minimum 

Shy Clown, 358-6632: Nightly entertainment 

Rural 
Elko: Commercial Hotel, 738-3181 and Stock­
men's Hotel, 738-5141 Red Lion, 738-2111 

Ely: Hotel Nevada, 289-4414 

Fallon: Fallon Nugget, 423-3111 

Gardnerville: Sharkey's, 782-3133 

Hawthorne: EI Capitan , 945-3322 

Jackpot: Cactus Pete's, 755-2321 and Horse­
shu Casino, 755-2331 

Laughl in: Riverside Resort, 298-2535; Del Webb's 
Nevada Club, 298-2512; Regency Casino, 298-
2439; Edgewater Hotel & Casino, 298-2453; The 
Colorado Belle, 298-2425 

Mesqu ite: Peppermill's Western Village, 346-5232 

Tonopah: Mizpah Hotel, 482-6202 ; Station House, 
482-9777 

Topaz Lake: Li Brandi's, 266-3321 and Topaz 
Lodge, 266-3339 

Wendover: GOldrush Casino, 664-2255; Nevada 
Crossing, 664-4400; State Line Casino, 664-2221 
Red Garter Casino, 664-2111 

Winnemucca: Star Hotel & Casino and Winners 
Hotel-Casino, 623-2511 

Yerington: Casino West, 463-2481 and Lucky 
Club, 463-2868 

KNOWING THE PLAYERS 
Two name changes you should know about: the 
Sahara Tahoe is now Del Webb's High Sierra, and 
Sierra Sid's is now Peppermill's Western Village in 
Sparks, which is not to be confused with Pepper­
mill's Western Village in Mesquite. Got that? 

YOUR SPORTS HEADQUARTERS IN 
THE RENO AREA 

M ARK FORE~ STRIKE 

A huge selection of fishing, hunting, 
camping and boating accessories. Tennis 
equipment and backpacking gear. 

Nevada & California fishing licenses. 
Friendly advice and directions. 

490 Kietzke Lane 1-80 

322-9559 
LO Ql 
Ol -" 
~ !:! 

~ Ql 
(l) ::.2 

Near downtown Reno 'e 
.~ Mill 
::; o MGM 
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BACKCOUNTRY 
FISHING 

Reeling them in at Walker, Wild Horse, 
and other rural waters. 

In early spring, Nevada's rural lakes 
and streams offer serene vistas, un­
crowded fishing holes, and hungry 

fi sh just waiting for a wriggling worm or 
dangling fly. At this time of year the 
roadways and campsites are beginning to 
lose their winter layer of mud and snow, 
but there's still ice fishing in the higher 
climes. 

And, with the heavy snows of the past 
two winters, the water is up and the fish 

lildhorse 
lanch & Resort 

Ice FI.hlng ~.:.., 
Snowmobiling . ~ 
Cross Country SkIIng A 

Restaurant. Bar. Ice 
Rooms. Mobile Home Rentals 

Boat Rentals. RV Park 
Fishing & Hunting Licenses 

Fishing Bait 
Gas & Diesel. Propane 
X-C Ski Trails & Rentals 

Ice Auger Rentals 
Laundry. Showers. Restrooms 

General Store 
Slot Machine. Video Games 

Private Airport with 5500 It. runway 

Your Hosts - Archie & Betty Corbari 

65 miles norlh of Elko 
Phone: Norlhfork 6471 or 6472 Ihru 
Elko or. wrile for brochure and rales: 

Via : Elko, Nevada 89801 
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By Don Franks 

are healthy. Three yea rs ago, Walker Lake 
was so low the Lahontan cutthroat was in 
danger of extinction because of the lack 
of oxygen. Now th e lake is up 15 feet, and 
the trout a re fat and fri sky. "The fishing 
has been getting better every yea r," said 
Walker fisherman Don He rtenstein, who 
lives in Hawthorne. He said the winning 
catches in the lake's annual fishing derby 
have gone from five pounds three years 
ago to more than eight pounds last year. 

FESTIVALS 
& FAIRS 
Mar. 1-Apr. 2 
June 2-3 

June 14-17 

June 15-17 
June 27-Aug. 9 

June 30-Julyl 
July 6-8 

JUly 13-14 

Aug . 9-Sept. 8 

Aug . 31-Sept. 3 

Sept. 15 
Sept. 15-16 

Oct. 1 
Oct. 11-13 

" Nevada 84" Art Exhibit 
Elko Co. Amateur Golf 
Tourn. 
Nev. High School 
Rodeo Finals 
Western Festival 
Cliff Segerblom 
Exhibition 
National Basque Festival 
Northeastern Nev. 
Quarter Horse Show 
ElkoCo.2 Man Best Ball 
Golf Tourn. 
I.B.M. Exhibit­
Leonardo DeVinci 
Inventions 
Elko Co. Fair & 
Livestock Show 
Festival of Planes 
Mixed Best Ball Golf 
Tourn. 
Man-Mule Race 
Big Sky Cutting 
Futurity/Sale 

For more information call: 
ELKO CONVENTION & VISITORS AUTHORITY 

702-738-4091 

Early spring is when the cutthroat spawn 
and thus can be caught in shallower 
water. 

If you go to Wild Horse Reservo ir, 60 
miles north of Elko, pack a drill or 
pickaxe with your pole since Wild Horse 
is usually frozen through March and is a 
favorite spot for ice fishing. But if you're 
not the cold-weather type, April and May 
offer good bank and boat fishing. The 
State Department of Wildlife (D.O. W.) 
stocks more than a million rainbow trout 
annually in addition to many Ge rm an 
browns and largemouth bass. 

Fifteen miles south of Ely is Cave 
Lake, a 32-acre reservoir (and state park) 
in one of the most scenic mountain areas 
in Nevada. It has rainbow and brown 
trout, which D.O.W stocks periodically 
throughout the spring and summer. Last 
October, a new state-record German 
brown, weighing 17 pounds, 8 ounces, 
was taken from its pristine waters. 

At Rye Patch Reservoir, walleye are 
the prize. A member of the perch family, 
the wa ll eye is coveted as a delicious 
freshwater fish . It's also respected as a 
tenacious fighter, with sharp teeth that 
can slice through light-gauge fishing line. 
"Spring is the best time to fish for walleye 
in Rye Patch," says Reno fisherman 
Duane "Big Foot" Ramociotti, a Rye Patch 
regular. " But wait for a cloudy, overcast 
day. I think that makes the wa ll eye feel 
safer." Crappie, white and black bass, 
chan nel catfi sh, and Sacramento perch 
are a lso abundant in Rye Patch but easier 
to hook in the warmer months. 

Two well-known but out of the way 
fishing holes are Spring Valley and Echo 
Canyon, both state parks and 20 and 12 
miles east of Pioche, respectively. At 
Echo the best time for trout is in May, 
right after D.O.W stocks the reservoir. 
Most are pan-sized, but there are lunkers 
lurking in the depths. Nearby Pioche and 
Caliente offer supplies and a taste of 
vi ntage rural Nevada cha rm. 

Spring Valley is a 65-acre reservoir 
with rainbows, cutthroats, and Alabama 
striped bass. The ice fishing is chillingly 
delightful until the ice thaws in early 
spring. The months of May and June may 
offer the best shore and boat fishing in 
years. Last win ter D.O.W installed an 
underwater pump to circulate bottom 
waters and help provide oxygen for the 
fish. Aquatic weeds, which rob the water 
of oxygen, have threatened the fish in the 
past. 

You also can fish for browns in the 
stream below the reservoir at Spring 
Valley. If you come back with an empty 
creel, well, that's a good excuse to get 
supplies or dinner down the road in 
Pioche or Ca liente. After all, a fishing trip 
is a great way to explore the history and 
scenery of the cow counties-and maybe 
catch some dinner along the way. 0 

0011 Fral1ks of Reno is a widely-traveled fish er­
man and hunler. 



WE'VE GOT A CORNER 
ON THE BEST SIDE 

ELKO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
1601 IDAHO STREET 
ELKO, NEVADA 89801 
(702) 738-7135 

OFNEVADA __ 

ELKO CONVENTION & VISITORS AUTHORITY 
700 FESTIVAL WAY 
ELKO,NEVADA89801 
(702) 738-4091 
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WILD 
ENCOUNTERS 
With keen hearing and eyesight, the bobcat is a renowned stalker, although it usually prefers 
rocky slopes to tree limbs. Adult bobcats can grow to three feet in length . They are most active 
at night and thus rarely seen by people. 

Slightly more approachable is the sage grouse, or as it is more commonly called , the sage 
hen. At left, a sage hen is in the midst of a mating dance. In this springtime ritual the male 
bows, shivers his wings , and makes a loud, throaty call. Sage hens are found in all but the 
extreme southern part of the state, usually in high, grassy desert. 

Bobcat: Dick Benoit, Reno 
Sage hen: Tony Diebold , Gerlach 
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COMMEMORATIVE PRINTS 

Nevada's 50 Years 
Of Legalized Gaming (1931-81) 
By Emi Cabat 
These beautiful, 16" by 20" limited edition prints are lithographed on fine quality paper, 
signed and numbered by the artist, Erni Cabat, the noted Southwest painter and world­
traveling instructor. 

BACCARAT BLACKJACK 

NAME Please send me: 
o Roulette, $50 
o Baccarat, $50 
o Blackjack, $50 

CITY o Slots, $50 
o Poker, $50 

STATE & ZIP o Keno, $50 
o Craps, $50 

CHECK ENCLOSED $ o Set of seven, $300 

Nevada Magazine, Capitol Complex, Carson City, Nevada 89710 
Call (702) 885-5416. Dealer inquiries welcome. 

KENO SLOTS 

Edition limited to 150 prints of 
each painting. Image size is 
16" x 20" with a 3" border. 
(Full size 22" x 26".) Each 
collector will receive a certificate 
of authenticity. Shipped pre­
paid ready for framing. Orders 
filled promptly with payment, 
subject to prior sale. 



CALENDAR (Colilililled [ro/ll page 46) 

Art Exh ibit , 12-29, juried show by school children 
of Northern Nevada and Eastern California, grades 
1-12, free, Sierra Nevada Museum of Art,329-3333 
All N lghtSki-A-Thon, 13, Boreal Ski Resort,Soda 
Springs, 916-426-3666 
" The Robber Bridegroom," 13-14, musical, 
Brewery Arts Center, Carson City, 883-1976 
" The Mikado," 13-14, Gilbert and Sullivan's 
operetta, 8pm, Nevada Opera Assn., Pioneer 
Theater, 786-4046 
Reno Home Improvement & Modern Living 
Expo, 13-15, Convention Center, 323-6055 
Elect ronics Exposit ion '84, 13-15, Convention 
Center, 785-4800 
Grover Hot Springs Campfire and Hike, 14, 
meet at 6pm at Grover Hot Springs State Park, 4 
miles west of Markleeville, Hwy. 89, Sierra Area 
State Parks, 916-525-7232 

') 

) 

Pro-Am Slammers 
Three-time winner Nancy Lopez will be slamming 
balls and coaxing putts to defend her title at the 
Desert Inn's $200,000 LPGA J&B Scotch Pro-Am 
on April 9-15. Amateurs and guest celebrities join 
the touring pros for the first three days of play at 
the 01 and Las Vegas country clubs, with the pros 
playing the final round for the $30,000 first prize 
on Sunday at the 01. 

Sierra Mountain Race VI, 15, individual and 
relay divisions, 10-km. cross-country skiing fol ­
lowed by 1 O-km. run and 30-km. bicycling, Squaw 
Valley Nordic Center, 916-583-2264 
PASCO Wave Camp, 15-22, 18th annual flying 
and wave camp, Pacific Area Soaring CounCil , 
Douglas County Airport , Minden, 782-7627 
Easter Week Fun Celebration, 15-22 , daily con­
tests for children 12 and under, daily races, Easter 
egg hunt on 21 st, Sierra Ski Ranch, 916-659-7453 
Easter Holiday Adventures, 16-20, children in 
this program en joy five days of movies, games, 
team sports, Easter party, c rafts, and snow trip to 
Lake Tahoe, 8am-5pm Mon.-Fri ., $35, Reno Rec­
reation Dept., Billinghurst Gym, register by calling 
785-2262 
" Sword and The Stone," 17, children's film,3pm, 
$1 chi ldren under 5 must be accompanied by 
parent, Reno Recreation Dept., Billinghurst Gym, 
785-2262 
Reno Padres v. Modesto Athlet ics, 17-19, class­
A pro baseball , 7pm, Moana Stadium, 825-0678 

Annual Para-Ski Meet, 19-22, skydiving and ski 
racing, Kirkwood , 209-258-6000 
" The Robber Bridegroom," 20-21 musical, 
Brewery Arts Center, Carson City, 883-1976 
University of Nevada College Rodeo, 20-2 1 
State Fairgrounds, 785-4306 
Reno Padres v. Rohnert Park, 20-22, class-A pro 
baseball , 7pm on Fri., 1 :30pm on Sat.-Sun., Moana 
Stadium, 825-0678 
National Amateur Bowlers Tournament, 21-22 , 
handicap singles tournament, Starlite Bowl , 356-
6355 
High Power Rifle Silhouette, 22 , 8am registra­
tion, shooting begins at 9am, club barbecue 
follows, Palomino Valley Gun Club, 22 miles north 
of Sparks on Pyramid Lake Hwy., 323-3950 
Easter Egg Hunt, 22, Lampe Park, Gardnerville, 
782-7456 
Easter Sunday, 22, egg hunt for children, Easter 
bunny, Echo Summit Ski Resort, 916-659-7154 
Hilton's $1 Mill ion Pot-O-Gold Playoff, 24, all 
winners of pot-a-Gold jackpots between March 
16, 1983, and March 16, 1984, will playoff for a 
$1 million grand prize, Reno Hi lton, 322-1111 
Shakespeare' s Clown, 24, Dic Bagwell as "Merry 
Wil" Kemp, 7:30pm, $4 , Brewery Arts Center, 
Carson City, 883-1976 
Black Angus Show, 24-5/1 Western States Angus 
Assn ., State Fairgrounds, 503-257-8819 
Barbershop Singers Competition , 28, quartet 
and chorus competition of barbershop si ngers 
from Northern Nevada and California, Carson City 
Community Center, 345-0555 
Handgun Metalic Silhouette Shoot, 29, Washoe 
County Range, 22 miles north of Sparks on Pyramid 
Lake Hwy., 345-0225 

Coming Attractions 
May 
World Series of Poker, Binion 's Horseshoe, Las 
Vegas, 382-1600 
Helldorado Rodeo, 5-13, Las Vegas, 385-1221 
J im Butler Days, 24-28, Tonopah, 482-3859 

June 
Winnemucca Basque Festival, 9-10, 623-2225 
Reno Rodeo, 19-24, 329-3877 

July 
National Basque Festival , Elko, 738-7111 
Ely Basque Festival , 289-4426 

August 
Las Vegas Jaycee' s State Fair, 457-8832 
Pony Express Days and White Pine County 
Fa ir, Ely, 289-8877 
Reno Basque Festival, 825-9636 

September 
Winnemucca Rodeo and Tri County Fair, 
623-2225 
Elko County Fai r, 785-5141 
Nevada State Fair, Reno, 785-4306 
Clark County Basque Festival , Las Vegas, 
385-5147 
Reno National Championship Air Races, 
826-7500 
Virg inia City Camel Races, 847-0311 0 

A Rem inder: to confirm dates and times, use 
the phone numbers listed with each event. For 
out-of-state callers, the area code is 702 
throughout Nevada. 

I ndex to Advertisers 
Atlas Thrift 
Bagel Deli 
Boomtown 
Boman & Associates 
Boulder City Chamber of Commerce 
Bowser Realty & Associates 
Cabat Collectibles 
Cactus Pete's & Horseshu 
Caesars Tahoe 
Carson City Chamber of Commerce 
Cashman Equipment 
Cattlemen's 
Circus Circus 
Classified 
Club Cal-Neva 
Comstock Hotel Casino 
Del Webb's Mint Casino/ Hotel 
Del Webb's Nevada Club 
Desert Inn & Country Club 
Desert Mountain Realty 
Eagle Valley Frames 
Eldorado Hotel Casino 
Elko Convention Center 
E1ko Festivals & Fairs 
EMDE Medical Research 
Fernley Chamber of Commerce 
First Federal Savings 
First Interstate Bank 
Forever Resorts 
Four Queens Hotel 
Gray line Tours 
Harolds Club 
Harrah's 
Harvey's Resort Hotel 
Hilton 
Holiday Casino 
Hyde & Associates 
Jensen Electric 
Karl's Silver Club 
KOH Radio 
Las Vegas Boat Harbor 
Louis' Basque Corner 
McCarran International Airport 
Mark Fore & Strike 
Mason Valley Chamber of Commerce 
Maxim Hotel 
Miner'S Cafe 
Model T 
Motel Scott Shady Court 
Nevada First Th rift 
John Ascuaga's Nugget 
Odds & Sorts Boutique 
Pah rump Chamber of Commerce 
Pepperrnill's Western Village 
Play Mate Resort Marinas 
Real Log Homes 
Riverside Casino, Laugh lin 
Sam's Town 
Showboat 
Skagit Station Press 
Star Casino, Winnemucca 
Star Hotel, Elko 
Station House, Tonopah 
Stockmen's Motor Hotel 
Union Plaza Hotel 
University of Nevada Press 
Verdi Inn 
Walley'S Hot Springs 
Wild horse Ranch & Resort 
Winnemucca Conven tion Center 
Winners Hotel Casino 
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Classified 
AIR CHARTER 

LARRY A. SIMI LEY 
Pr •• ident 

COMMERCIAL AIR CHARTER, INC, 
Grand Canyon tours also. 

(702) 798~060 
B.eper: 38 t -6225 

5030 Paradi.e Rd, .8-206 
La. Vegas, Nevada 89119 

BOOKS 

" TALE OFTAHOE" by David tollery,Lake 
Tahoe new paper columni t. Fourth printing. 
250 page of Tahoe hi tory and legend. Illu -
trated. Order from David tollery, P. O. Box 
1792, Encino, A., 91316. $10. 0 po tpaid. 

OLD WE T BOOKS, DOC MENTS & 
PHOTOGRAPH ,We tern Americana, Fron­
tier Military, Indians, Cowboy, etc. end 1.00 
postage tamp for Ii t to: CHRI SOWIN, 

436 amra Dr., Canoga Park, A. 91304. 

AMEL IN THE WEST, by Deane & Peggy 
Robert on, 16-page newly re earched booklet 
on imported camel at work in 19th Century 
Wa hoe and the West. Rare illu trations. $2 .95 
plu 55¢ po tage and handling. California resi­
dents plea e add 20¢ ales tax. Arcade Hou e, 
P.O. Box 214744, acramento, A 95 21. 

" A LA T LOOK" - A book for all evada 
lover. Nevada' helitage, pre erved in thi hard­
bound edition contain superb contemporary 
photo of evada' bygone era. Free offer with 
detail : De erio Gallery, P.O. Box 1163, edona, 
AZ 6336. 

The New Dynamic ofI1\'VE TING IN LAND: 
A Guide to Building a Fortune in the 19 0 , by 
John E. Cyr AFLM . Learn how to make money 
inve ting in land the way many expert have 
done. end, .95 (include tax & handling) to 
John Cyr, P.O. Box 1567, to kton, A.95201 
0 1' Prentice Hall Inc. .Y 

COLLECTOR'S ITEMS 

CASINO CHIPS 
FROM ALL MAJOR CASINOS 

FOR SALE 
Authentic Casino Chips & Tokens Available in 

ANY QUANTITY, 
(Single Chip Orders Accepted) 

ALSO AVAILABLE 
• Profes wool "Casino Chip .. Poker ets . 
• Casino Cards, Dice, Layouts, Token , etc. 

end $2 for AMPLE CHIP & CATALOG 
(We also Buy, ell, Trade, Casino hips & Tokens) 

- MAIL INOUIRIES ONL Y -

CASINO CHIPS 
P.o . BOX H· 14827 • LAS VEGAS. NV 891t4 

,lIT WM F BORLAND. POSSESSOR 

BETIOR'S PIN 
Decorate your lapel 01' hat with thi hand orne, 
rainbow enameled pin reading," evada, Bet On 
It." $2 each. end addre and check to: 

EVADA Magazine Pin, Cal on ity, V. 9710. 

JEWELRY 

Ludel's Jewelry 
Invest in Diamonds 

Leonard Ludel, Diamond Cutter 
Fou nder 

Your opportunity to obtain fine diamond 
DIRECT FROM THE MAN FACT RER 

ee your very own gem tone 
CUT and weighed for you 

Examine them under magnification on our copes 

OUl' Diamonds al'e cut in Nevada 
Fine J ewe lry & Diamonds 

By Appointment Only 
1452 . Hwy. 395, Gardnerville (702) 7 2-2646 

MAPS 

NEVADA GHO T TOWN MAP. Over 300 
gho t town on evada topo map. end. 3.00 to: 
Gho t Town Map , P.O. Box 5995, Reno, V 

9513. 

NEVADA MAGAZINE CLASSIFIEDS 
Have your 6-time ad read by almost a million Nevada Magazine readers. 

RATES 1-time 3-times 6-times Rates are per insertion . Column Width: 2 5/ t 6" 
'h'" $ 23 S 18 S 14 Height. 3 " max., 'h" min. Logos and line shots, 
1" 46 37 30 no extra charge Halftones. $40 extra per 
2" 92 74 60 insertion . All classified ads are accepted at 
3" 138 111 90 Publishers discretion 

' 40 characters per line including spaces and punctuation . 'h" equals 3 lines 
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MAPS 

Explore old town sites with 
PRECISE MAPS OF aLa WESTERN TOWNS 
Large pnnts of thousands of detailed fire Insurance maps are 
available for S2 a sheet (rom our standard library 35mm 
microfilm. For ordenng Informallon on ellhel the pnnts or the 
reels. wrue 
VlAD SHKURKfN. PUBLISHER (415) 232-7742 

6025 Rose Arbor, San Pabfo. CA 94806 

MINING 

SPICER MINING CO. INC. 
Nevada Mines & Minerals 

Evaluation, exploration, development. 
Located at the Boiling Pot Outfit, 

8 mile north of Beatty on Hwy. 95. 

JIM SPICER, Mining Consultant 
P.O. Box 27 , 

Beatty, evada 9003 
(702) 553-23 ,553-2442 & 553-2444 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

DON DONDERO, Photographer, for tho e 
people who want the be t & to whom price i 
econdary. P.O. Box 7256, Reno, V 9510. 

(702) 25-7348. 

REAL ESTATE 

40 acre ranche . Highway 50. Day ton- ilver 
pring. From $24,000. 10'i'r down. cali e 

Realty Realtor 359-0406. 

RESTAURANTS 

Sharkey's 
NUGGET 

omething for everyone 

P L T HE GREATE T 
E T 

Hwy.395 
Gardnerville, evada 

TOURS 

ALA KA YA HT CHARTER . Fishing, ight­
. eeing, cruising. Good rate. . Free Brochure. 
7 50- Glacier Hwy. Juneau , AK 99 01. 



TREE TRIMMING 

COMPLETE TREE SERVICE - Our 24th 
year. Top, trim, remove, etc. Dangerous work our 
specialty. Free estimates, serving all of evada. 
Capital Tree Co., Carson City, V 882-4666. 
7am-9pm Licensed-Insured. P.S. Brush grinder 
rental. 

WESTERN STORES 

Western, English 
and Ranch Outfitters 

Two locations in Northern Nevada: 
Western Store 

1020 E. 4th Street 
Reno 

329-9107 

Hitchin' Post 
3080 Hwy. 50 East 

Carson City 
883-3633 

"Outfittenist Outfit in Nevada" 
Establishe,1 in 1964 

ELKO 
GENERAL 

MERCHANDISE 
416 Idaho Street Elko 

Rugged clothing 
for 

every season 

Levi/ Lee/ Wrangler/ Tony Lama 
Santa Rosa / La Crosse/ Carhartt 

WIN 

WIN-WITH DICE CONTROL 
Call your shots in any dice game anytime! 
anywhere! with honest dice control. No crap 
out on come out roll, plus advantage on all 
point throws. FREE DETAILS: Frank 
Robert, 7324 Reseda Blvd. Suite 105, 
Reseda, CA 91335. 

NEVADA PINUPS 
Three of NEVADA Magazine's finest color pho­
tographs, enlarged to 24x18", capture the es­
sence of Nevada beauty. "In God's Light," by 
Linda Dufurrena; "Elephant Rock" and "Winter 
at Tahoe" by David Muench. $7.50 each. Set of 
three: $18. Please see insert envelope to order. 

Statement of Ownership, 
Management and Circulation 

I. Date of filing: September 30, 1983 
2. Title of Publication: NEVADA Magazine, 

ISSN01991248 
3. Frequency of issue;. Bimonthly 

3A. Number of annual issues: six 
3B. Annual subscription price: $8.95 

4. Office of publication : 101 South Fall Street, Carson 
City, NV. 89710 

5. Mailing address: Same 
6. Name and address of publisher and editor: Caroline J. 

Hadley, 101 South Fall St., Carson City, NV. 89710; 
Managing editor: David E. Moore, 101 South Fall St., 
Carson City, NV. 89710 

7. Owner: State of Nevada, Capitol Complex, Carson 
City, NY. 89710 

8. Bondholders: Not applicable 
9. Nonprofit status: Not applicable 
10. Extent and nature of circulation 

12-Month Actual Nearest 

A. Total number copies: Average Filing Date 

62,000 62,000 
B. Paid circulation: 

1. Dealers, carriers, vendors 
7,003 6,231 

2. Mail subscription 
47,871 47,841 

C. Total paid circulation: 
54,874 54,072 

D. Free distribution: 505 414 
E. Total distribution: 55,379 54,486 
F. Copies not distributed : 

1. Office use, left over, 
unaccounted, spoiled 

960 nl a 
2. Return from 

news agents: 5,661 nl a 
C. Total: 62,000 62,000 

I certify that the statements made by me above are correct 
and complele.-Caroline ]. Hadley, Publisher 

Real Estate Marketplace 
Real Estate Marketplace Rates: 
$46 per column inch (2-5/16"), per issue. 
Maximum size 4" minimum size 1" 
Frequency discounts available on request. 

For more information write: Nevada 
Magazine, Capitol Complex, Carson City, 
NV. 89710 or call Patty at 702-885-5416. 

Serving the best of two worlds 
Lake Tahoe & Carson Valley 

• Bowper 
Realtv 

&AssDc. 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 

p.o. Box 10829 
Zephyr Cove, Nevada 89448 

Louise M. Manoukian 
Licensed Real Estate Salesman 

Bus. (702) 588-6241 
Res. (702) 782-2308 

Serving all of }lorthern }levu, 

ltesidential • COInInercial 
Business Opportunities 

ltaw Land. FUIn &. ltanch 

DESERT MOUNTAIN 
REALTY, INC. 

(702) 299-9410 or (702) 299-3039 
1060 Avenue F • East Ely, IV 99316 m 

'UAL10R' 

INVEST IN NEVADA 

Residential - Industrial 
Commercial - Vacation 

Property 

LANOULOTS 

BOMAN & ASSOCIATES, INC, 

til 
P.O, Box 2094 = Carson City, NV 89702 

(702) 883-2902/03 _n 

r-"" - -HYDE .. 
ASSOCIATES 

L1UJlSED ilEAL ESTATE BROKER 
1325 ARIZONA STREET 

BOULDER CITY, NEVADA 89005 

I-. -- -

HOMES - LAND - BUSINESS 
INVESTMENT CONSULTANTS 

Live in what some call the Beverly Hills 
of Las Vegas. Views of Lake Mead, 

the golf course and mountains. 
Your needs are our goal. Home or Estate. 

Barton Hyde-Broker 702-293-6014 
FREE INFORMATION on buying 
or selling anywhere in the country, 

1-800-523-2460 ext. F510 
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Training 
Charley 

From the time Charley Pratt was old 
enough to remember how Lola 
Montez had brought "civilization" 

to the fightiIlg mining camp of Nevada 
City, California, by her golden voice, he 
had wanted to be a railroader. But after he 
and his mother moved to Nevada, Charley 
spent most of his life following knife­
blade streaks of silver in his mine below 
Palisade. There was a single exception: 
his short stint-a very short one-as fire­
man on the wood-burning, narrow-gauge 
locomotive. 

78 NEVADA Mar/Apr 84 

Charley Pratt's career 
with the railroad 

was uphill all the way. 

By Harry E. Webb 

As the years passed, Grandma Pratt 
became known to every generation of 
Palisaders as well as the trainmen on the 
SP and WP as she sat on the lower step of 
her little house puffing smoke from her 
clay pipe, waiting for their shouts and 
waves. 

But getting back to Charley's railroad 
job. His chance came after weeks of 
badgering the Eureka-Nevada's general 
manager for a job. In those days hundreds 
of tons of freight were trundled across the 
depot platform bound for Eureka, and the 

narrow gauge was bringing back thou­
sands of tons of ore from Eureka's bustling 
mines. 

With the road's carpenters busily build­
ing gondolas and freight cars, the general 
manager suddenly found himself short of 
crewmen. " Now kid," he told Charley, 
"this first day will be a tough one as you 
and the engineer will have to be the whole 
crew to get this train through. Sudden 
illness of some of the crew has me behind 
the eight ball, so I'm depending on you 
two." 

At last Charley was in the cab, being 
instructed by the engineer how to feed the 
three-foot lengths to the firebox while 
watching the steam gauge. And, when 
they stopped at the foot of Garden Pass, 
how to pile all the wood possible on the 
tender as a long, steep grade lay ahead. 
Charley was making mental notes of his 
duties when his mother brought down his 
lunch bucket and stood watching as the 
two-crew train got under way. 

Looking back and waving, Charley 
proudly grabbed the whistle cord and 
held it down until they were across the 
long, curved river bridge, when he was 
yanked from his happy reverie . "You 
damn lummox," the engineer yelled, 
"you've whistled me outta steam. Now get 
heaving that wood!" 

Sixty years later, in relating that epi­
sode to a group of us bench warmers on 
Frank Martinelli's porch, Charley said, 
"You fellows have no idea how much cord 
wood that dinky locomotive could con­
sume! When we pulled into the wood and 
water station at the foot of Garden Pass, 
the engineer told the wood handler and 
me to "stack it extra high" because we had 
an awful heavy train this trip and might 
run short on the long grade below Eureka. 
He also stressed a fear the little locomotive 
might stall on the heavy grade ahead. '1 
sure don' t want that to happen: he told us, 
'and roll back down and crack up in the 
gulch .' 

"After a mighty effort that little engine 
put us over the pass, and the engineer 
wiped his brow with his red bandana as if 
it had been him done all the work. 
'Charley: he said once we were humming 
along, ' for a minute back there I thought 
we were going to stall, but thanks to you 
keeping a full head of steam for me, by 
God the old girl made it! But 1 was scared 
and no fooling! ' 

"Him calling me Charley made me feel 
pretty sure I was due for a steady run. I felt 
good. 'Yes: I told him, 'your talk with that 
wood fellow about maybe stalling and us 
cracking up had the pee-waddin' scared 
out of me, too . That's why I went back and 
tightened down all the brakes I had time for 
before we tackled that summit.'" 0 

Harry E. Webb, who once rode with Buffalo Bill's 
Wild West Show, has been a cowboy, trapper, 
actor, and author. He recently was named to the 
Cowboy Hall of Fame in Oklahoma City. 





It's wintertime at Lake 
Tahoe but at Harvey's, 
it hasn 't cooled off one bit! 

From the warmth of a 
luxurious room or a world­
class meal in one of seven 
outstanding restaurants, 
to the sizzling heat of the 

action in our casino -
winter at Harvey's is hot! 

Play Harvey's ne't' Bonus Bbard, 
the exciting electronic marvel 
where everyone's a winner! 
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