




Out here, the W ~t is wild. 

Trace the tracks of wagon trains and discover a 
land rich in Old West legend and lore. Here in evada, 
mustangs run free. Chukar and quail scurry through silvery 
sage. Cowpokes ride timeless days herding cattle, and 
cowboy poets wax eloquent about life on the range. 
Take a ride and discover it yourself. 

Call 1-800- EVADA-8. 
evada Commission On Tourism 

P.O. Box 30032, Reno, V 89520 NV 

Discover 
Both Sides Of 

NEVADA© 



3720 E. Sunset Rd. , Ste .. 107, Las Vegas, NV 89120 

CALL 
TOLL FREE 

1-800-288-3299 

The 
Nevada Group 

For free area and real estate information 
and a level of service you'll find unequalled 

in making your move a success 

Fast, Friendly, Professional Full Service Brokers 

Residential, Commercial, Investment Properties 

PHONE 

1-702-458-8927 
FAX 

1-702-454-7487 

Rock solid in real estate.SM 

C1992 The Prudentiat Reat Estate Affitiates® 

l'hePrudenbIt and ~ are registered service marks 01 The Prudential Insurance Company of AmerICa. Equal Housing Opportunity. (i) 
each Office Independently Owned and Operated. 

Sturgeon's 
Restaurant & Casino 
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1420 Cornell Ave .• lovelock, Nevada 89419 
~ 

ATTENTION: Travel Agents 8e Vacationers 

NEWS RELEASE: Don't look any further! Las Vegas is now at 
the touch of your fingers . Rooms start as low as $35 (per night, 
double occ. midweek, some restrictions apply). 2 for 1 show tick­
ets with all bookings. Highest travel agent commission paid! 

CONTACT AGENT: Call now! Ask for Ext. 52 or send in Reader 
Card for a free brochure and free entry into a drawing for a free 
Las Vegas Weekend. 

800-359-5991 
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EDITOR'S NOTE 

The King 
O nce, Mike Weatherford thought 

Elvis Presley was more faded star 
than King. "I hated him when I was in 
high school," confesses Mike, whose 
story "Elvis: The Vegas Years" is this 
issue's cover story 

Mike changed his tune after a trip to 
Memphis. "1 went to Graceland about 
12 years ago and got hooked on the 
whole saga. Especially living in Vegas 
now, I'm more intrigued by the mythol­
ogy than going home and playing Elvis 
records." 

An entertainment writer for the Las 
Vegas Review-Journal for the past seven 
years, Mike arrived in Nevada by way 
of Tulsa and a stint with the Kansas City 
Star "Some people want to be, say, a 
sports writer, but I always wanted to be 
an entertainment writer," he says. "In 
Kansas City I started covering concerts, 
sitting through five hours of heavy met­
al. Then the veteran reporters would 
send me to review bad movies they 
didn't want to see." 

That training helped Mike watch Viva 
Las Vegas, Elvis' 1964 movie. The plot 
was weak, but the '60s Vegas setting 
was "amazing," he says. "There was all 
that empty desert around the hotels." 
He found more stimulation talking to 
Las Vegans who knew the Elvis of the 
'50s and '70s, like bandleader Joe Guer­
cio and show-biz writers Joe Delaney 
and Bill Willard. Having compiled so 
much material, Mike is looking to the 
next step-a book on Elvis in Vegas. 

Another celebrity whose career was 
shaped in Nevada was Sam Clemens, 
as portrayed in "Mark Twain at the Leg­
islature" by George J. Williams III. The 
Carson City-based author, who like 
Twain enjoys a good story and a good 
cigar, has written four books on the 
former Virginia City reporter. 

Those who enjoy a good hike can fol­
low "Lake Trails" by Julian Rhinehart. 
The Boulder City writer explored Lake 
Mead and Hoover Dam as a longtime 
regional public-affairs chief for the Bu­
reau of Reclamation. 

Deke Castleman of Las Vegas de­
scribes another trail of wonders-the 
665-mile asphalt ribbon of U.s. 95 in 
Nevada. Author of the Nevada Handbook 
and Las Vegas, Deke reveals 95 unusu­
al things to do on 95 in '95 to guarantee 
a happy new year.-David Moore 
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LETTERS 
Limos, casinos, and photos. 

Nevada Perspective 
As long-time subscribers, we appre­

ciate all your magazine has to offer, from 
casino doings, to rural life, and histor­
ical events that have shaped Nevada. 

Many people are unaware that Neva­
da is anything other than a very large 
gambling hall interspersed by long 
stretches of desert. Your magazine puts 
our grea t sta te into perspective, and lets 
non-Nevadans know we have a histo­
ry of our own. 

James and Nancy Whitmore 
Silver Springs 

The Limo Scene 
My husband and I will be vacation­

ing in Las Vegas soon. I was given the 
Sept/Oct issue of Nevada Magazine by 
my travel agent. Not only was it the 
most informative source on Nevada (I 
wrote to 12 establishments and called 
four), but I also got a chuckle from Mike 
Sion's "Secret Lives of Limo Drivers" 
and enjoyed all the Old West stories. 

She's a Gas 

Mrs. Julie Merrill 
Ocean Shores, W A 

Sure enjoyed seeing Clara Hillygus' 
picture by Tom Jones IV in last issue's 
Great evada Picture Hunt. 

We have known Clara all her life, and 
she is a jewel. At her service station in 
Yerington, she doesn't use paper tow­
els, either. She uses cloths and washes 
them every day-and your windshield 
is so clean that it looks like it is broken 
out when she gets through. 

Aku Aku Alert 

Mildred Traylor 
Porterville, CA 

The Great Nevada Picture Hunt in 
Nov /Dec includes Christopher Taylor's 
greatpicture titled "MGM Grand." The 
photo fea tures the Tropicana' s two Aku 
Aku gods in the foreground, which were 
not identified in the caption. 

I thought your readers would like to 
know that the two Aku Aku gods are 
35 feet tall and weigh 300,000 pounds 
each. These fellows are just too big to 
be ignored. 

Ira David Sternberg 
Director of Public Relations 

Tropicana Resort, Las Vegas 

Illustration: Verne Horton 

Searching, Searching 
Regarding "Letters" in the Sept/Oct 

issue about" too much sex'" After care­
fully searching through two years of 
back issues, where? 

Lagging Question 

B. Williams 
Henderson 

I hate it when the editors mess up an 
article. (I assume that the author, Phillip 
1. Earl, knows be tter.) In "Christmas 
1,000 Feet Down" in the Nov /Dec is­
sue, we are told that "lagging" means 
loose dirt. Folks who live in a mining 
state should know the word. In the 
context of the quote, it referred to the 
lining of the mine, most likely made of 
wooden planks. 

Andrew Pickens 
San Antonio, TX 

Andrew, you're right about the planks­
that was one of those dreaded editor's mis­
takes. Thanks for setting us right.-Ed. 

Sacred Cows 
1'd like to correct your answer to "No 

Bull" ("Letters," Nov / Dec) that a steer 
is a male cow castra ted before sexual 
maturity while a bull remains fully 
equipped. The following are the fac ts, 
according to Webster's: 

1. There is 110 male cow A cow is a 
mature female of domestic cattle. 

2. A steer is a castra ted male of the 
cattle family 

3. A bull is the adult male of any 
bovine animal, not having been cut. 

Having been raised on a farm, I have 
answered all of the above correctly. 

JoeCenoz 
Templeton, CA 

Send your letters, comments, and advice to 
Nevada Magazine Letters,1800 Hwy. 50 East, 
Carson Cihj, NV 89710, or fax 702-687-6159. 

HISTORIC NEVADA 

ST. CHARLES 
HOTEL 

CARSON CITY, NEVADA 

c~ True Nevada Experience" 

'* Nevada's Oldest Continually 
Operated Hotel - Est. 1862 

'* Across from the State Capitol 
*: Bar, Two Restaurants, Art 

Gallery and Antiques 

For Room Reservations 
(702) 882-1887 
310 S. C ARSON STREET 
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OPENERS 

---

A Run of Good Luck 
For a long-distance runner in Las Vegas, 

there can be such a thing as too much good luck. 

Las Vegas is a great place to enjoy 
yourself, especially if you have a 
run of good luck. But in the sport 

of cross-country running, too much 
good luck can be a weighty matter. 

It was February 5,1994, and I was in 
town· to run a half-marathon road race. 
Along with several thousand other 
hardy souls I rolled out of bed before 
sunup and bucked heavy traffic along 
the Strip to Vacation Village, the meet­
ing site and finish line for the race. There, 
in the frigid pre-dawn, buses would take 
us to the starting line, 13.1 miles south 
on Las Vegas Boulevard. 

The half-mara thon is held each Febru­
ary in conjunction with the full Las Ve­
gas Intema tiona! Marathon (26.2 miles). 
Last year both events drew the largest 
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By Dale E. Basye 

field of runners ever assembled in Neva­
da-4,182, which was about 800 more 
than 1993. This year's event, scheduled 
for February 4, is expected to draw more 
than 6,000 runners. 

When I ran the race two years ago, I 
didn't allow enough time for traffic and 
almost missed the last bus to the start­
ing line. 

So last year I got up at 3 a.m. and ar­
rived an hour early. It was too cold to 
stand around outside, even dressed in 
a warm-up suit, runner's tights, shorts, 
sweatshirt, cap, and gloves. So I went 
inside the casino to get warm. 

Only a few people were inside-ear­
ly-bird runners like myself, bleary-eyed 
all-night gamblers, and steely-eyed se­
curity guards. I started playing the quar-

ter video-poker machines, dropping one 
coin at a time to stretch my meager grub­
stake. I lost three quarters, then won 
three or four, lost four or five, then won 
seven or eight. 

The next thing I knew, someone 
shouted, "We've got to run! The last 
buses are leaving for the start! " 

I had one quarter left, so I dropped 
it in. Suddenly, the lights started flash­
ing, and quarters showered into the bin. 

Son-of-a-gun. There had to be at least 
$100 in quarters in the bin. In a panic I 
shoveled the coins into my pockets and 
ran to the bus. 

As the bus tooled toward the start, 
my mind raced through my options. 
Should I deposit the quarters in one of 
the plastic bags they gave us for our 

Illustration: John Bardwell 



warm-ups and trust it to be handled by 
a dozen people? Not on your life. 

Should I give the quarters to the bus 
driver to hold for me? I studied him. He 
was tall and lean with long, dark hair 
and a stringy mustache-undoubtedly 
a compulsive gambler. My quarters 
wouldn't last 10 minutes with this guy 

I had no choice but to try to run 13.1 
miles with what seemed like five pounds 
of quarters jangling in my pockets. 

Today's winner probably would run 
the course in just over an hour. Being a 
middle-of-the-pack runner, I was hop­
ing for a time under 1:40. But with all 
those quarters, I had a better chance of 
hitting the big one at Quartermania. 

While other runners watched curi­
ously, I shifted handfuls of quarters to 
equalize the weight in my pockets. 

"You going deep-sea diving?" a guy 
sitting behind me asked. 

"No," I said. "It's a downhill course, 
and I figure the added weight will pull 
me along." 

"Novel theory," another runner 
chimed in. "Say, could I borrow some 
weight? I'm shooting for a 1:30 today " 

It was cold as the dickens at the 
start-ideal for a long run-but I didn't 
bother to warm up. With my load of 
coins, I knew I was going to need every 

The gun sounded at 7 a.m., 

and I ran with 

the pack of several thousand 

toward Las Vegas, 

clanking like the Tin Man. 

last bit of energy I could muster. 
The gun sounded at 7 a.m., and I ran 

with the pack of several thousand to­
ward Las Vegas, clanking like the Tin 
Man. 

The Las Vegas half-marathon is 
downhill for the first nine miles. You're 
feeling pretty good, steaming along into 
Henderson, then striding past Belz Fac­
tory Outlet World. Just as you start to 
get tired, the course flattens and heads 
uphill a little-a double whammy 

Lugging my load of quarters I was 
really laboring after 12 miles. In the dis­
tance I could see the Luxor's black 
pyramidal hulk and the MGM Grand's 
golden lion, but they seemed to recede 
like a desert mirage. On and on and on. 
Jangle. Jangle. 

VOll Don't 
t--Iave To 

Spend Money 
Like A King 

To Be Treated 
Like One. 

a reat service is our crowning achievement at the 
Imperial Palace it comes standard with everything 

we do. From our specialty restaurants and bound less 

night life to the majesty o f our world famous automobile 

collection, we promise service that would please the most 
discriminating of kings, always at the best value on the 

center-strip. Call 1.800.634.644 1 for reservations. 

T he P eople's Place To Playl 

II IMPERIAL PALICE 
3535 LAS VEGAS BOULEVARD SOUTH. LAS VEGAS. NEVADA 89109 

I was so tired, I feared I might black 
out. I thought about jettisoning some 
quarters, like ballast from a s tricken 
blimp. The options were simple: My 
money or my life? Somehow, here in 
Las Vegas, the choice seemed easy-my 
money 

I slowed to a crawl as other runners 
shot past me. I finally crossed the fin­
ish line, weaving and gasping, as the 
digital clock sneered at my perfor­
mance-1:45:16. 

It took the rest of the day to recover, 
but that night I hit the slots again with 
my sweat-stained quarters. 

Well, you guessed it. Lady Luck 
turned, and I lost most of them. 

I'm planning to run the race again 
this year, but I think I'll avoid the slots 
until I've crossed the finish line. \J 

Freelance writer Dale E. Basye divides his 
time "running" between homes in Las Ve­
gas and Foster Cihj, California. The 29th 
annual Las Vegas International Marathon 
and Half-Marathon is February 4, with the 
Vacation Village parking lot as the finish 
line. For an entry form send a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope to Las Vegas International 
Marathon, Box 81262, Las Vegas, NV 
89180; phone 702-876-3870. Also see this 
issue's Nevada Events. 

• Multi-Mi llion Doll r 
Stage Pr duction 

• A riety Of 10 S ecia l y 
Restaurant 

• Independ nt on-s ite 
medica l cli nic 
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The Vegas Years 
Elvis Presley, who would have turned 60 this year, 
once reigned in Las Vegas. Some say he still does. 

By MIKE WEATHERFORD 

W
hen Elvis Presley made his 
Las Vegas debut in 1956, 
the 21-year-old marvel 
from Memphis was driv­

ing a wedge between the generations 
with "Heartbreak Hotel." The booking 

at the New Frontier was an attempt by 
his manager, Colonel Tom Parker, to 
break Elvis out of the Southern honky­
tonk and state-fair circuit and give 
him national credibility Elvis was 
billed in newspaper ads as "The Atom­

ic Powered Singer" 
and an "extra added 
attraction" to Freddy 
Martin and His Or­
chestra and comedian 
Shecky Greene at the 
Strip hotel. 

But on opening night 
Elvis went down "like 
a jug of corn liquor at a 
champagne party," ac­
cording to Newsweek. 

"He was kind of 
weird looking for those 
people," recalls Freddie 
Bell, a lounge singer 
performing at the Sands 
at the time. "He had the 
sideburns, and that 
hair." And he was 
singing rock 'n' roll, 
loudly, in Sinatra's 
town. 

Elvis cruised into Vegas for a disappointing debut in 1956. 

In time Elvis, who 
would have turned 60 
this January 8, became 
an indelible presence in 
Glitter City He last 
appeared live in Vegas 
in 1976, but evidence of 
Elvis is everywhere. 
If he could wander 
around Las Vegas to-

day, he would see his visage in nearly 
every gift shop. He would bump into 
karaoke-singing clones of himself on 
sidewalks along the Strip. Elvis could 
see "tributes" to him any night of the 
week. He might see entire conventions 
of impersonators or watch Flying Elvi 
parachuting from airplanes into casino 
parking lots. 

Las Vegas plays a role in all three acts 
of his short, larger-than-life story. There 
was his 1956 debut, where he tested the 
mainstream waters. Lateritwas Las Ve­
gas where he came to play and make 
movies, and where he got married. Las 
Vegas is most associa ted with the final 
act-Elvis making a triumphant return 
to live performing, only to become an 

isolated, drug-rav­
aged self-parody 

In his glory 
years, when Elvis 
was making his 
twice-annual visits, 
his fans would 
crowd the city, 
seeking an audi­
ence with the King. 

"Sinatra was a 
Freddie Bell show Elvis was a 

happening," says 
Joe Guercio, the Las Vegas Hilton mu­
sical director and orchestra leader for 
Elvis' Vegas shows and tours in the 
1970s. "It was another world. You can't 
get that going again." 

"They loved what he did. They loved 
what he stood for. He was America," 
says Sammy Shore, the comedian who 
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Elvis and Ann-Margret take a spin during the making of Viva Las ~gas in 1963. The two were an item on and off the screen. 

opened Elvis' shows at the International 
Hotel. "He was a Southern boy who be­
came the world's idol." 

Of course, Elvis' success in the desert 
was hardly presaged by his New Fron­
tier debut in April 1956. On opening 
night, Las Vegas News Bureau pho­
tographer Jerry Abbott recalls, "I shot 
one roll of film on him and thought, 
'This is going nowhere.'" Abbott de­
cided to use the rest of his film on 
Shecky Greene. 

Las Vegas Sun columnist Bill Willard 
wrote, "For the teen-agers, the long, tall 
Memphis lad is a whiz; for the average 
Vegas spender or show-goer, a bore." 
Today Willard recalls with a laugh, "I 
predicted a nowhere ending for Elvis 
as far as Vegas is concerned." 

During his Vegas stay, Elvis caught 
Freddie Bell's lounge show at the Sands. 
Later Bell gave Elvis a valuable parting 
gift. Bell says Elvis was so impressed by 
"Hound Dog," Bell's toned-down ver­
sion of a song first recorded by Willie 
Mae "Big Mama" Thornton, that he gave 

Photo: Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences 

the Colonel a copy of the single that had 
been a regional hit for him in the East. 
Bell hoped that if Elvis recorded it, he 
might benefit when his own version was 
released on an album. Alas, few people 
today have heard Bell's recording, while 
Elvis' "Hound Dog" remains one of 
rock's most memorable songs. 

When the two-week engagement end­
ed, Elvis left to star in his first movie, 
Love Me Tender, and the Strip went back 
to nightclub fare. Las Vegas Sun colum­
nist Forrest Duke summed up the prob-

'Sinatra was a show. 
Elvis was a happening,' 

says Joe Guercio, Elvis' 
orchestra leader. 

'It was another world.' 

lem: "With an audience of jaded adults 
he's not quite in his element." Then 

again, Duke noted with foresight, "Who 
needs jaded adults? Elvis Presley?" 

Outside the Nevada club scene, 
Elvis became a major star. He 
recorded new hits like "Jailhouse 

Rock" and "Teddy Bear," purchased 
Graceland, spent two years in the Army, 
and reported for duty in a string of 
cheesy movies. 

Perhaps the best of the lot was Viva 
Las Vegas, which was filmed in and 
around the Flamingo in the summer of 
1963. In Elvis, the controversial Presley 
biography, author Albert Goldman 
claimed that the pairing with the viva­
cious Ann-Margret led to "the only au­
thentic romance in Elvis' long career of 
dating Hollywood actresses." 

That would explain the chemistry that 
elevates Viva Las Vegas above its typi­
cally insipid plot, which-surprising­
ly-has little to do with gambling or 
show business. Instead, Elvis is the 
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Priscilla and Elvis smiled after their 1967 wedding at the Aladdin Hotel, but the hectic, highly publicized event was no piece of cake. 

singing race-car driver Lucky Jackson, 
who woos Ann-Margret as Rusty Mar­
tin, the Flamingo's pool manager, while 
preparing for the (fictitious) Las Vegas 
Grand Prix. Although many of the in­
door sequences were shot on MGM 
sound stages, the movie shows amaz­
ing scenes of a younger, roomier Las 
Vegas with low-slung hotels, classic 
marquees, and acres of barren land 
around the old convention-center 
rotunda. The climactic race stretches im­
probably from Fremont Street to Hoover 
Dam and Mount Charleston. 

Ann-Margret confirmed their long­
rumored off-screen romance in My 
Story, her 1994 autobiography She 
wrote,. "We were indeed soulmates, shy 
on the outside, but unbridled within. 
We both lived on the edge and we were 
both self-destructive in our own ways." 

Complicating matters was the fact 
that Elvis was already attached-to 
Priscilla Anne Beaulieu, whom he had 
met while stationed in Germany. Priscil­
la had moved into Graceland only a few 
months before. 

Freddie Bell remembers that " a lot of 
movie stars" were in Elvis' company 
when he and his entourage made their 
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rest-and-recreation visits to the Sahara 
between films. The Sahara was owned 
by Milton Prell, the Colonel's friend and 
Palm Springs neighbor, and was "a 

Elvis made his comeback in 1969. 

swinging hotel at those times," Bell says. 
Elvis often checked out Bell's lounge 
show but would sneak out when Bell 
did his Elvis impressions. "He was 
afraid I was going to introduce him." 

Whatever happened between Elvis 
and the Hollywood starlets, it was 
Priscilla whom he married in Las Ve­
gas on May I, 1967 She was 21, and he 
was 32. The Colonel made the arrange­
ments, and Prell hosted the wedding at 
his new hotel, the Aladdin. (The exact 
location is a matter of dispute today 
among hotel officials talking about mak­
ing it a tourist attraction.) The ceremo­
ny was performed before a few friends 
and relatives in Prell's private suite be­
fore the party opened up to a celebra­
tion breakfast of 100 friends and guests. 

M arriage and the imminent birth 
of daughter Lisa Marie aside, 
1967 was not a good year for 

Elvis Presley. The Beatles and Rolling 
Stones had given rock 'n' roll a new di­
rection and made soundtrack fluff such 
as "Do the Clam" seem silly and 
anachronistic. Elvis' yearning to restore 
his credibility as a live performer led 
him to do a highly popular TV special, 
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The Colonel told 
Elvis, 'We can take that 
show you just did and 

put it in Vegas and make 
a lot of money.' 

called the Singer special, in 1968. 
Lamar Fike, now a Nashville coun­

try-music agent and publisher, was one 
of Elvis' circle of friends known as "The 
Memphis Mafia." He remembers the 
first talk of playing Las Vegas again. 

"We had just finished the Singer spe­
cial," Fike says, "and had flown into Ve­
gas for a rest, because we'd worked real 
hard on that. The Colonel was in the 
front seat of the limo with his driver, 
and I was in the back with Elvis. The 
Colonel turned around with his cigar 
and said, 'You know, we can take that 
show you just did and put it in Vegas 
and make a lot of money' Elvis looked 
at me, shrugged his shoulders, and said, 
'Sounds like we're playing Vegas.'" 

By the summer of 1969, Kirk Kerko­
rian was ready to open the International 
Hotel. With 1,519 rooms, it was the 
largest resort hotel in the world. To give 
it a proper opening, Kerkorian hired 
two of the day's biggest stars: Barbra 
Streisand and Elvis Presley. 

But who would go first? Fike doesn't 
remember it being an issue of impor­
tance, but Bruce Banke, the hotel's pub­
licist at the time, recalls that because 
construction wasn't finished by open­
ing day, "the Colonel said, 'Open with 
the girl and we'll follow her. Get the 
kinks out of the showroom.'" 

It was one of many smart moves the 
Presley camp made in preparation for 
Vegas. 

"Elvis Presley's preview opening was 
as warm for us as Barbra's was cold," 
proclaimed Joe Delaney, the Las Vegas 
Sun entertainment critic. Delaney re­
centlyexplained, "Instead of Barbra mix­
ing it up, she came out very seriously 
and began singing [songs from the mu­
sical] 'Jacques BreI' and things that 
hadn't really caught on at the time." 

Elvis, however, had been studying 
Vegas. The Elvis who strode onstage at 
the International on July 31, 1969, was 
an all-round entertainer fronting a rock 
band polished and magnified by horns 
and strings. 

Still, there were some pre-show jit-
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The King in 1\vilight 
Elvis was in full form one night at Tahoe. 

By GUY RICHARDSON 

W
hen I saw 
Elvis for the 
firs t and last 

time, he was in the 
twilight of his career. 
This was the Vegas 
Elvis, the Elvis of avi­
ator glasses, scarves, 
and wretched excess. 
The joke Elvis. 

Amazin gly, the 
show was stunning­
ly good. Elvis-by 
then he didn't have a 
last name-had lost 
weight and gained 
voice. Within two 
years he would be 
dead, but on this 
night he was vibrant­
lyalive. 

The kara te kicks, 
the long stares, the 
white bell-bottomed 

through an extreme 
telephoto put me 
about 20 feet from 
the famous face. He 
looked good, except 
that his hair seemed 
shellacked to crash­
helmet stiffness. The 
helmet was dead 
black with the blue­
black highlights of 
a Superman comic 
book. 

jumpsuit with rhine- The rhinestoned Elvis soared 
stones-none of that sartorially during the '70s. 

Also, as they say in 
Elvis' home town of 
Tupelo, Mississippi, 
he sweated like a pig 
in fur. A nerdy assis­
tant followed him 
around, handing 
Elvis a new brightly 
colored scarf every 
minute or two. Elvis 
swabbed his sweaty 
face, then leaned over 
and delivered a sog­
gy scarf to various seemed excessive 

when you watched Elvis live. He 
wasn' t a caricature. He was Elvis. 

He was appearing at the then-Sa­
hara Tahoe (which became the High 
Sierra and is now the Horizon, which 
has enshrined his old hotel room as 
the Elvis Suite). The show was sold 
ou t. No pit boss had any seats left. 
No casino executive, including the 
manager, had enough pull to get any­
one in. The PR department already 
had imploded from press inquiries. 

They got me in, possibly because 
I whined. I saw and photographed 
Elvis from the light booth. The light 
booth is a great place to watch a show 
from, if you ignore people scurrying 

female ringsiders, who swooned over 
the moist scarves as if they contained 
the flesh and blood of the one true 
god . I'm not being deliberately ir­
reverent- most people in that room 
were having something akin to a 
religious experience. When he hit the 
big high notes on "American Trilo­
gy," holiness and hormones filled 
the air. 

Even I, the would-be cynic, came 
back and wrote a babbling review 
Then I put an inch-high extra-bold 
headline over it that read, "The King 
Lives!" 

Seeing Elvis would do that to you. 

about and shouting, "Stage lights Guy Richardson is an editor and writer 
down! Pinks up! " Watching Elvis for the Reno Gazette-Journal. 

ters. "Elvis was nervous because the last 
time he was in Vegas he lost his ass and 
didn't do a damn thing," says Fike. "It 
rattled him. He was bothered by it." 

Sammy Shore had been tapped as an 
opening act after Elvis saw him open 
for young Welsh heartthrob Tom Jones. 
(Goldman'S book claims Presley stole 

his entire Vegas-era stage persona 
from Jones.) After walking onstage, 
Shore discovered his microphone was 
dead. When he was handed a second 
mike, he pretended that one was off, 
too. The gag won the crowd over for his 
25-minute set. "It was so easy to bomb 
in that room," Shore says of the 2,000-
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seat showroom, the largest ever built 
in Vegas. 

As Shore walked off, Elvis was stand­
ing in the wings waiting to go on, and 
he extended a hand. "His hand was 
clammy," Shore recalls . "He was as 
nervous as I was." 

A drum beat ushered Elvis onstage. 
Clad in black with a guitar slung around 
his neck, he struck a familiar pose and 
intoned: "Well, it's one for the money, 
two for the show, three to get ready, and 
go, cat, go!" 

Elvis churned and burned his way 
through "Blue Suede Shoes" and other 
hits like "All Shook Up," "In the Ghet-

'It's the first time I've 
worked in front 

of people for nine years, 
and it may be the last,' 
Elvis told the audience. 

to," and "Can't Help Falling in Love." 
He closed the 1S-song performance with 
a six-minute version of his most recent 

single, "Suspicious Minds." During the 
show he told the audience of invited 
guests, "It's the first time I've worked 
in front of people for nine years, and it 
may be the last. I don't know." 

The audience had no such doubts. 
The show was galvanizing. Elvis' step­
brother Billy Stanley recalls in his au­
tobiography that "we were seeing a 
whole new side of Elvis. More than 
a decade had been erased in one night's 
performance; the 'rebel king' was back 
on top of his profession and on top of 
the world." 

Legend has it that the very next day 
the Colonel and hotel president Alex 

Elvis: He's Everywhere 
Testaments to Elvis 

Presley's remark­
able career-and 

staying power-are preva­
lent in the Silver State. Here 
is a sampling of places in 
Nevada where you can 
pay homage to the King of 
Rock 'n' Roll. 

Southern Nevada 

the Big 6 Wheel at the 
San Remo. Wentzel's 
Elvis hairdo led him 
to shed his dealer 
duds for the costume 
of the late rock 'n' roll 
star. As a hobby, 
Wentzel makes Elvis 
clothes for other im-
personators. 

You never know 
when you're going to 
experience an Elvis 
Sighting. Last summer 
a gaggle of look-alikes 
converged on Las 
Vegas for the Elvis 
Performers Showcase 
Festival (no word yet 
on whether the con-

al times at the Sahara Tahoe (now the Hori­
zon) at Stateline, Lake Tahoe. During his 
first two appearances Elvis threw teddy 
bears into the audience during the song 
"Teddy Bear." The hotel's 1,000-square­
foot Elvis Suite goes for $400 a night and 
has a steam bath, pool table, and kitchen. 
Elvis had a sauna added, which is still 
there, and a round bed, which isn't. 

Another car in Elvis' cavalcade of Cadil­
lacs is on display at the William F. Harrah 
Foundation National Automobile Museum (702-
333-9300) in Reno. The 1973 Eldorado 
Coupe was a birthday gift to Elvis from 
his father, Vernon Presley. Elvis drove the 
car for several months and then gave it to 
his karate instructor in Memphis. 

Elvis' glittering white 
jumpsuit and a bronze stat­
ue of him are displayed in 
the foyer of the Las Vegas 
Hilton, where he played 837 
sold-out shows. The ho­
tel's Elvis Suite, where the 
King stayed during his 
Vegas heyday, was tom 
down recently to make 
way for a group of super 
suites. Colonel Tom Park­

Trent Carlini evokes Elvis in vention will be in Las 

Elvis sightings in Northern Nevada are 
rare, but you'll find a striking represen­
tation of him in the celebrity-imperson­
ation show" American Superstars" at the 
Flamingo Hilton Reno (702-785-7080). "Legends" at the Imperial Palace. Vegas this year). 

Couples tying the 
knot can have the King at their wedding 
at the Graceland Wedding Chapel on the Strip. 
Elvis impersonator Norm Jones will give 

In Sparks, three handguns that were 
owned by Elvis are on display a t Sierra Sid's 
76 Auto Truck Plaza (702-359-0550). The 
"Guns of Elvis" collection has two quick­

er still lives in Las Vegas, and last sum­
mer he celebrated his 85th birthday with 
a lavish private party at the Hilton. Park­
er remains an entertainment consultant 
for the hotel. 

Elvis was crazy for Cadillacs, and one 
of his 1976 baby-blue Eldorados is parked 
at the Imperial Palace Auto Collection (702-731-
3311). 

The King's stage persona is captured at 
the Imperial Palace's "Legends in Concert" 
show (702-794-3261). E.P. King grinds and 
swivels in "Memories of Elvis" at Vegas 
World (702-383-5264), although the show 
will end when the hotel-casino closes 
February 1 for about a year for expansion. 

At the Sands Golden Joe Baker delivers 
a more irreverent impersonation of Elvis 
in "Viva Las Vegas" (702-733-5453) . 

You'll find Elvis impersonator Johnny 
Wentzel dealing blackjack and spinning 
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away the bride and en­
tertain afterward. 

Four years ago, mem­
bers of a Las Vegas sky­
diving club donned 
black-shellacked wigs 
and parachuted into Bal­
ly's parking lot for the 
filming of Honeymoon in 
Vegas. Two groups of 
sidebumed skydivers­
the Flying Elvi and the 
Flying Elvises-began of­
fering the stunt for hire. 

Northern Nevada 

draw pistols and an elaborately 
engraved Ruger Blackhawk .44-
caliber Magnum. The collection 
also includes jewelry, such as a 
gold bracelet engraved with the 
words "Slot Machine," his fa­
ther's nickname. The items were 
gifts from Elvis to Vernon, says 
casino owner Sid Doan, who pur­
chased the collection in 1979 af­
ter Vernon died. "1 showed up 
with $10,000 in each boot, which 
still wasn't enough to make the 
sale," Doan says, but adds that 
the collection is now worth much 
more than he paid for it. 

In the early 1970s, An Elvis costume is -Ann Henderson, Mike Weather-
Elvis performed sever- enshrined at the Hilton. ford, and Carolyn Graham 
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Shoofey struck a five-year deal, offer­
ing Elvis twice-annual engagements at 
$125,000 per week. Bruce Banke says 
there was never a signed contract, only 
a handshake deal. No matter. Elvis' an­
nual "Summer Festivals" in August and 
return engagements in February soon 
became a bonanza for both parties. 

If Elvis' timing in 1956 was poor, in 
1969 it was perfect. The International, 
which became the Las Vegas Hilton in 
1971, was huge but lacked a theme like 
most major resorts have today It was 
more of a convention hotel, sharing a 
parking lot with the Las Vegas Con­
vention Center. Elvis simultaneously 
gave the Hilton a theme and, twice a 
year, a convention. 

"His audiences were now ready," Bill 
Willard says of the '70s. "The kids had 
grown up and now had the nostalgia 
thing going." They still screamed and 
clawed their way to the stage in hopes 
of being anointed with a kiss and a scarf 
while Elvis crooned "Love Me Tender." 

The night before Elvis' first show, the 
Colonel-who is 85 and lives in Las Ve­
gas today-would wait until people en­
tered the showroom for the preceding 

headliner's last 
show Then he 
would have every 
square inch of the 
hotel plastered 
with Elvis posters. 
"By the time peo­
ple came out, 
they'd be walking 
into a different 
casino than when 

Bill Willard they came in," 
Banke says. "He 

prided himself on never leaving an 
empty spot." 

Sinatra and the Rat Pack still drew 
the heavy players, but Joe Guercio re­
calls that Elvis "put bodies in chairs"-
100,000 of them for each engagement, 
counting returnees (like Deadheads, 
Elvis' fans tried to ca tch as many shows 
as possible). "It will never be again. I 
don't care how big the star is," says 
Guercio, now entertainment chief at 
Arizona Charlie's, of the commotion 
surrounding Elvis' shows. 

Las Vegas was good for Elvis-at 
first. For two years he seemed 
happy to be back in direct contact 

with his fans, and the Hilton gave him 
a home base when he wasn't touring. 
The hotel's 30th floor Imperial Suite was 
intended as a retreat for all its headlin­
ers, but eventually it became known as 
"The Elvis Suite." 

Elvis always attracted a crowd. Here he posed with Merv Griffin, Tom Jones, and Norm 
Crosby in Las Vegas. Jones was a good friend and, some say, an onstage role model. 

Whenever Elvis flew into town, road 
manager Joe Esposito would phone 
ahead so hotel officials could dispatch 
limousines to the Howard Hughes Char­
ter Terminal. By the time the limos got 
to the private airfield, "there'd be 500 
fans there," Banke recalls with a laugh. 
"I thought, 'How do they know this?' 
People always seemed to know what 
was happening." The limos then would 
whisk their passengers to the hotel's 
north laundry entrance. 

Elvis was constantly surrounded by 
his entourage, and life in the Hilton pent-

house was a strange mixture of hedo­
nism and homeyness. "He used to want 
everybody in his suite every night," 
Guercio says, but often "they would sit 
around and play gospel music." 

Elvis remained the polite Southern 
boy "He always called me 'sir' even 
though he was a year older," Banke re­
calls. 

The show reached new levels of spec­
tacle. His black karate outfit was re­
placed by a white jumpsuit adorned 
with sequins and upturned collar. Guer­
cio came up with a theme fit for a king 

one night when he and his 
wife went to see a reissue of 
2001. A Space Odyssey. Dur­
ing the opening sequence set 
to Strauss' "Also Sprach 
Zarathustra," his wife leaned 
over and said, "Don't you get 
the feeling Elvis is about to 
walk out?" From that point 
on, Elvis never walked out to 
anything else. 

Elvis and the boys had a 
penchant for pranks. Guercio 
once jokingly complained 
the billboards always said 
"ELVIS" and didn't mention 
the band. Soon he discovered 
a billboard near the Strip that 
said, "The Joe Guercio Or­
chestra," with the word 
"Elvis" in smaller letters in 
one corner. 

Joe Guercio's favorite Elvis billboard is on the left. 
However, no one was 

laughing in January 1971 
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when a Memphis newspaper 
revealed that Elvis had received 
death threats. Security was un­
usually tight, and "the whole 
room was in chaos," Shore said. 
"1 made it funny I kept saying, 
'Remember, I'm just a comic. 
Don't shoot."' 

Two years later, Elvis got to 
display his karate expertise 
when four men rushed the 
stage from their ringside seats. 
Elvis sent the first one flying 
into the audience. The four lat­
er filed suit, claiming they were 
just trying to shake hands. 

"Everyone was riding a 
crest," Shore says." 0 one 
thought it was ever going to 
end. I remember feeling like I 
never wanted this to stop." 

the curtains, asking him to 
stretch his act. Elvis came on­
stage late. "He is still a little 
heavier than he should be but 
not as heavy as on his previous 
visit. The capacity crowd could 
care less," Delaney wrote. 

The ll-day, IS-show en­
gagement ended on December 
12. It was the last Las Vegas 
would see of the real Elvis 
Presley 

Joe Guercio was shopping at 
the Boulevard Mall before 
joining the band in Portland, 

Maine, when he heard the 
news. 

Elvis continued to ride the 
wave, but there were 
signs of trouble. Shore, 

who in a misunderstanding left 
the show to play the Hilton's 
lounge in 1972, noticed a change 
in Elvis onstage. "A few years 
later when I went to see [the 
show] I felt really sad," Shore 
recalls. "He just didn't care any­

The King continued to pack the Hilton theater in the '70s. 

Bruce Banke took a call from 
an Associa ted Press reporter 
who said there were uncon­
firmed reports that Elvis Pres­
ley had died. "1 told him that 
with certain stars, rumors start 
all the time. 'If you hear any­
thing else, call me back."' When 
the reporter called back, Banke 
could hear bells in the back­
ground, sounding the "urgent" 
code on the AP's old teletype 
machines. 

more. It was like showing up and do­
ing a job now I thought, 'Why are you 
letting this all slip away?'" 

Bill Willard found the shows becom­
ing more ritual in the summer of 1973. 
He wrote in Variety, "It's deja vu time­
everyone's been there before, even to 
the 'new' tunes inserted." 

Elvis' admitted loss of enthusiasm for 
Vegas was compounded by his divorce 
from Priscilla in October 1973. Later 
some of his friends said that, despite 
his obvious role in the split, the divorce 
was exceedingly painful for Elvis and 
marked the beginning of his great 
decline. 

In August 1974, citing pneumonia, 
Elvis canceled Hilton shows for the firs t 
time-he had missed only five show 
dates in his entire career, he told re­
porter.s. The next summer he canceled 
most of a Hilton engagement to fly back 
to Memphis to be hospitalized for 
"fatigue." He gained weight, and his 
attitude changed. 

"By 1975 he was bored," says Joe 
Delaney, who wrote his first less-than­
glowing column after Elvis wisecracked 
and insulted band members for most of 
a show before cutting it short. "The at­
titude was just terrible," Delaney says. 

Several authors share biographer 
Goldman's view that Elvis needed a 
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long break from Vegas and concert tours 
but felt it necessary to continue because 
of debts mounting from excessive 
spending and other business pressures. 

Two shows a night-almost unheard 
of in modern-day Las Vegas-were 
still the norm for Elvis, even in the 
later years. "If somebody did it now, 
they'd die onstage," Lamar Fike says. 
"It was the most cruel thing I've ever 
seen in my life. It's a wonder we even 
lived through it. That probably killed 
him more than anything did." 

Public interest again waned. "The last 
two years he still filled the house, but it 
was the die-hards at that point," De­
laney says. On opening night, Decem­
ber 3, 1976, comedian Jackie Kahane, 
Shore's successor, was finishing his rou­
tine when someone whispered through 

Two shows a 
night-almost unheard 

of in modern-day 
Las Vegas-were still 
the norm for Elvls. 

Banke barged in on a meet­
ing between Barron Hilton and the ho­
tel's executive staff. "1 must have been 
white," he says. "1 hadn't been in the 
room a minute when the phone rang. It 
was Colonel Parker calling Barron to 
confirm it." 

The cause of Elvis' death on August 
16, 1977, remains an issue of specula­
tion and controversy Apparently he 
died of heart failure at Graceland, a 
victim of prescription drugs, fatigue, 
and the burdens of celebrity 

Today, it may be hard to imagine the 
King as a 60-year-old rock star with a 
senior-citizen discount card, or as a 
portly sexagenarian singing "Heart­
break Hotel" to a full house of gray­
haired fans. 

But even now he remains a ubiqui­
tous presence in Las Vegas. Inside the 
Hilton, a statue of Elvis is an object of 
homage and curiosity You see him 
everywhere, in tribute shows and even 
wedding chapels. 

He is still the young Elvis struggling 
in his debut, and the older Elvis 
triumphant in his comeback. In Las 
Vegas, Elvis lives forever. \J 

Mike Weatherford is an entertainment and 
feature writer for the Las Vegas Review­
Journal. He is working on a book on Elvis 
in Las Vegas. 
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BUNNY SLOPE 
A snowshoe hare left these tracks in fresh January snow on a ridge above Lee Canyon 

northwest of Las Vegas. Photographer Scott Smith of Logan, Utah, stumbled on 
the day-old prints while lugging a 55-pound pack of camera gear through the Spring 
Mountains in search of wildlife and winter scenes. Smith got lucky and found the 
rabbit's feet around sunset. Then he had to ski back down in the dark. \J 

JANIFEB 95 NEVADA 17 



, 
To celebrate the arrival of 1995, 

here are 95 things to do on U.S. 95 during the new year 

U.s. 95 is Nevada's longest road, 
snaking 665 miles from McDer­
mitt on the Oregon border to the 

California line near Laughlin. Along the 
route are 16 villages, 10 towns, and one 
major city, but often it's just you, the 
ribbon of road, and the horizon, and 
you feel as if you're hurtling into infin­
ity There's also lots to see on U.S. 
95, so, to honor the new year and 
the spirit of the road, here are 95 
things to do on 95 in 1995. 

1 Starting in McDermitt, you can 
buy an Oregon lottery ticket at 

Hutt's Mini-Mart and then cross 
the border to play 21 at the Say 
When Casino. 

2 Also in McDermitt, have a beer 
in the 115-year-old Ore-vada 

Club, one of those few commer­
cial establishments in Nevada that 
is pink but isn't a brothel or a wed­
ding chapel. 

3 At the Fort McDermitt Reser­
vation, pay your respects at the 

historical sign commemorating 
the life of Sarah Winnemucca, author 
of Life Among the Piutes (1883). 

4 Ten miles south of the reservation, 
a fine but washboardy 25-mile side 

trip takes you eastward to Buckskin 
Canyon, the Santa Rosa Wilderness 
Area, and Lye Creek. 

5 A gravel road leads another 15 miles 
to Paradise Valley, an idyllic farm 

village with a row of abandoned wood­
en storefronts that for decades have en­
riched Mr. Kodak and Mr. Fuji. 

6 Speaking of which, if you stay on 
U.S. 95, there's a good (sunset) 

photo op in Orovada. Pull into the Rocky 
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By Oeke Castleman 

View Motel and point and click at crag­
gy Sawtooth Mountain. 

7 Orovada is a little service center for 
big Quinn River Valley farms and 

ranches. Imagine: 15,000 years ago this 
desert valley was underneath prehis­
toric Lake Lahontan. 

8 It's another 40 miles to Winnemuc­
ca, self-proclaimed Buckaroo Capi­

tal of the West. Good time to pop some 
Michael Martin Murphey or Tish Hi­
nojosa in the tape deck. 

9 In Winnemucca, you can visit the 
Buckaroo Hall of Fame at the Con­

vention Center and tour the eclectic 
Humboldt Historical Museum on 
Jungo Road (great name). 

10 Have a picon punch at the Win­
nemucca Hotel, second-oldest 

hotel in the state (circa 1863). 

11 You might stay the night at Scott's 
Shady Court, which was the Scott 

family's dairy farm until 1928. It has an 
indoor pool, rare in Nevada motels. 

12 Before turning in, catch a flick at 
Park Cinemas, the only movie the­

ater between Reno and Elko on Inter­
state 80 and one of only two (the other's 
in Fallon) for 600 miles of U.s. 95. 

13 Riverview Park is a pleas­
ant place to reflect on the 

Humboldt River, which Mark 
Twain once joked was so mighty 
you could drink it dry 

14 u.s. 95 joins Interstate 80 
West for 100 miles, and the 

thing to do on this stretch is pay 
attention. Combat the daze factor 
by thinking of the highway as U.S. 
95 and stop every chance you get. 

15 For example, at Mill City 
you can take a side trip to 

the hamlet of Unionville, where 
Mark Twain tried his hand at sil­
ver mining in 1861. 

16 Or exit at Imlay for a quick 
peek a t Thunder Mountain, 

a bizarre mound of concrete and scrap­
metal folk art (think Watts Tower) con­
structed in the 1970s by a local mystic 
named Chief Rolling Thunder. 

17 Or stop at Rye Patch Reservoir 
and peer over the darn at all the 

Humboldt River water. It may be low­
the reservoir has suffered from eight 
years of drought. 

18 In Lovelock, be sure to see the 
Pershing County Courthouse, one 

of only two round courthouses in the 
country The 1921 neo-classical build­
ing might remind you of Athens' 
Parthenon. Or might not. 

Illustrations by John Bardwell 



19 Note 
the traf­

fic signal a t the 
corner of Main and 
Cornell in Lovelock. It 
was the only stoplight on 
Interstate 80 between New 
York and San Francisco before 
the bypass was built in 1983. 

20 Twenty-three miles south of 
Lovelock, U.S. 95 disengages from 

1-80 and heads due south. On the east is 
the big Carson Sink, where the Carson 
River traditionally has been swallowed 
sour and salty by the desert. 

21 Next stop, Fallon. In the fall, pick 
out a few choice Hearts of Gold 

cantaloupes for the road. 

22 Eleven miles southeast of Fallon 
on U.s. 50, take a stroll on the 

self-guided trail at the Grimes Point 
petroglyph preserve. 

2 3 From Grimes Point you get a long 
view of Fallon Naval Air Station 

across the valley The Top Gun school 
is scheduled to move here in 1995. 

24 Ten miles east on U.S. 50 is Sand 
Mountain, a favorite haunt ofhik-

e rs, 
dune 
buggyists, 
and sand 
skiers. 

25 If it's a week­
endnightinFal­

lon, walk into Stock­
man's and Nugget casinos, 
crowded with military men and 
women. You'll have no doubt that 
the Naval Air Station is Church­
ill County's biggest employer. 

26 La Cocina on Maine 
Street has the world's 

largest tostada. And that's 
the small one ($4.75 with meat); 
the large one is gargantuan. 
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2 7 Be sure to visit the Churchill 
County Museum, located 

in a big old Safeway supermarket 
building and chock-full of Paiute, 
pioneer, and reclamation exhibits. 

28 u.s. 95 has a 109-mile 
alternate route that leaves 

1-80 at Fernley and heads south to 
Silver Springs and Yerington. 

29 South of Silver Springs is 
Fort Churchill State His­

torical Monument, which pre­
serves the skeleton of a frontier 
army base built in 1860. 

30 Mason Valley, one of Nevada's 
prime agricultural locales, 

shepherds the road through Walker 
River country When the sun is setting 
behind the mountains and the big cot­
tonwoods are casting long gray shad­
ows over the wide green fields, it's an 
inspiring sight. 

31In Yerington, the Lyon County 
Museum on Main Street overflows 

with exhibits, including an impressive 
relief map of this corner of Nevada, 
built by high-school earth-science 
students. 

32 Alternate 95 and u.s. 95 rejoin at 
Schurz, headquarters village of 

the Walker River Paiute Reservation. 
The Tribal Administration Building is 
worth a visit to see crafts and photos. 

3 3 Have a bite at the Peesha Kah­
Ma restaurant, which means 

"tastes good" in Paiute. 

34 The Walker River doesn't quite 
flow this far anymore, but look 

to the left to see the trees lining the banks 
ushering the river toward Walker Lake. 

35 Sportsman's Beach on Walker 
Lake is a BLM facility where you 

~2l Barbara Kello, CRS, GRI 
Selling Las Vegas 

Act 1 Realty, Inc. 
" Since 1973" 

Experience Counts 

Relo 
1·800·659·6335 

(702) 451-6485 

** No Cost to Buyer ** 
Ftee Real Estate Information 
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can dine alfresco. The picnic ta­
bles are shaded by weird winged 
canopies; after a windstorm, they 
reportedly have been found as far 
away as Gabbs. 

3 6 At Walker Lake State Park 
you can launch a boat and 

fish for cutthroat trout, but watch 
out for Cecil, the lake's resident 
monster. 

37 Stop at the Clif£house 
Restaurant for some food, 

drink, and great views of the lake. 

3 8 Just north of Hawthorne turn into 
the Army Ammunition Plant, 

where you'll find yourself in a different 
world, with tree-lined boulevards, mil­
itary residences, and a golf course. 

39 You'll notice that Hawthorne is 
surrounded by thousands of con­

crete bunkers reminiscent of sand crea­
tures out of Frank Herbert's Dune. 
Although they're actually full of bullets 
and bombs, it's £un to make up stories 
about these giant alien slugs. 

40 The Mineral County Museum has 
an eyebrow-raising list of social 

rules for early-day schoolteachers. 

41 The El Capitan Casino, opera ting 
since the 1940s, has a display case 

with historic postcards, matchbooks, 
and other memorabilia. 

42 Across the street is Joe's Tavern, 
a Hawthorne institution owned 

by the Viani family for generations­
well, two generations anyway Look at 
the photos of famous politicians and 
loads of unusual Nevada stuff. 

4 3 Con?nue driving. Slow down for 
Lurung. 

44 C~ntinue driving. Slow down for 
Mma. 

45 Approaching Coaldale Junction, 
look west (right) and you'll eas­

ily identify Boundary Peak, tallest point 
in Nevada at 13,143 feet elevation. 

46 The centerpiece of downtown 
Tonopah is the Mizpah Hotel, 

which, built in 1907, recalls this mining 
boom town's heyday. 

47 You can visit the old Mizpah 
Mine's headframe by driving up 

(Continued on page 74) 

Illustration by John Bardwell 



R E CR E ATION 

River Mountain Trail hikers Jeff Bishop (left) and Chris Leedham behold Lake Mead from the Black Mountain overlook. 

lake Trails 
These two hikes will lead you to history and scenery at lake Mead. 

One route reveals Hoover Dam his­
tory in old railroad tunnels. The 
other leads to the summits of the 

River Mountains and panoramic views 
of the present. 

If you like hiking, you will enjoy walk­
ing two recently completed trails near 
Lake Mead: the Government Railroad 
Trail and the River Mountain Trail. The 
two half-day hikes--one easy, one more 
challenging-are both highly scenic and 
within a 35-mile drive of Las Vegas. 

Hikers in the Southern Nevada por­
tion of the Mojave Desert will discover 
a combination of vistas, colors, shapes, 

Photo: Chris Leedham 

By Julian Rhinehart 
and textures found nowhere else. Even 
the casual observer will learn that the 
seemingly silent desert world around 
Lake Mead is, in fact, quite lively 

Government Railroad 
Trail: Tunnel Vision 

The u.s. Government Construction 
Railroad Trail has a long name but a 

relatively short route. The trail follows 
an abandoned railroad grade through 
four tunnels on a level 2.6-mile, one­
way route. It is the less strenuous of the 
two hikes and requires two to three 

hours for the 5.2-mile round trip. 
The hike begins at a trailhead park­

ing area on Lakeshore Drive opposite 
the National Park Service's Alan Bible 
Visitor Center. The visitor center, lo­
cated where Lakeshore Drive meets U.S. 
93 four miles north of Boulder City, is 
the information headquarters for Lake 
Mead National Recreation Area. 

The trail follows the bed of the old Six 
Companies Railroad, completed by the 
federal government in 1931 and oper­
ated by the Six Companies construction 
consortium to transport materials and 
heavy equipment for the building of 

JAN/FEB 95 NEVADA 61 



WASHOE TRADING POST • The Gallery 

We represent over a hundred 
local, national, international 
and Native American artists 
and artisans working in 
dozens of media. 

Open 10 a.m. daily, 10% senior discount, worldwide shipping, complimentary giftwrapping. 

455 U.S. Hwy 395, Washoe Valley NV 89704 • (702) 849-9595 
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Beyond the fourth 
tunnel the 

Government Roilrood Troil 
seemingly deod-ends into the 

foce of 0 mountoin. 

Hoover Dam. The trail's appeal lies in 
both its scenery and history, says Kay 
Rohde, chief interpreter at the park. 

"Even though civilization is nearby, 
within a few steps you feel you are in a 
very remote location," she says. "The 
long afternoon light intensifies colors 
and shadows on the rocks and the lake. 
First-time visitors are really surprised 
by what they find. When you walk 
through the quiet tunnels, it's easy to 
see and hear the ghosts of the steam 
locomotives that puffed through them 
24 hours a day." 

About 300 yards west of the trailhead 
is a massive gate that blocks further 
vehicular traffic. The gate was one of 
two erected on the roadway across 
Hoover Dam during Wodd War II, 
when a battalion of soldiers guarded 
the dam. The gate was installed at its 
present location in 1975. 

Along the trail's first section are vis­
tas ofBoulder Basin, Boulder Beach, and 
Williamsville, or "Ragtown," which 

Trail Notes 
The u.s. Government Construction 

Railroad Trail meanders 2.6 miles 
through four tunnels (5.2 miles round 
trip). The trailhead is across from the 
Alan Bible Visitor Center, midway 
between Boulder City and Hoover 
Dam. Write Lake Mead National 
Recreation Area, 601 Nevada High­
way, Boulder City, NV 89005; phone 
702-293-8907 

The River Mountain Trail winds 
up to three miles in the mountains 
northwest of Boulder City (six miles 
round trip). The altitude gain is up 
to 1,225 feet. The trailhead is about 
.7 of a mile north of Boulder City's 
stoplight. Write Boulder City Parks 
and Recreation Dept., 900 Arizona, 
Boulder City, NV 89005; phone 702-
293-9256 for information. 



Susan, Chris, and young Alison Leedham (hug through the old railroad tunnels. 

Lake Mead now covers. Before the fed­
eral government built Boulder City to 
house dam workers, Ragtown was a 
shantytown filled with Depression­
worn transients looking for jobs at the 
dam. 

Looking down the south bank of the 
firs t graded fill, you can see remnants 
of giant concrete generator-opening 
plugs. When Hoover Dam's power plant 
came on line in 1936, only three gener-

Cd 
~ 

N 

I 

ators were being used . As the subse­
quent 14 units were installed, their plugs 
were removed from the genera tor-hous­
ing area, and a number were dumped 
on the bank of the railroad fill to add 
stability 

Across the lake, the Muddy and Vir­
gin mountains tower in the background. 
To the southeast is the black, fla ttened 
top of Fortifica tion Hill. Jutting from the 
lake below is Sentinel Island with its 

------, ~ 

! .. 1 
Government 

Railroad 
Trail 

_ J 

Boulder C 
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Now is a great time 
to visit Reno and 

Circus Circus Hotel/Casino. 
Enjoy Reno's best 

value with entertainment 
and lodging for the 

entire family. 

All Rooms 
One or Two Persons 

Sunday thru Thursday 
Feb. 5 - March 30, 1995 ... $29 
Apri12 - June 8, 1995 ... $39 
Suites, Weekends, Special Events 

and Holiday periods higher 

JAN/FEB 95 NEVADA 63 



You Too Can Enjoy 
the Nevada advantage 

no matter where 
you live and work 

• The "No-Tax" state 
• Friendly business climate 
• Fastest growing state 
• Privacy protected 

For your FREE copy of our new report 

"THE NEVADA ADVANTAGE" 

CALL NOW 

1-800-364-1630 
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BUSI ESS SERVICES NEVADA 
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' 'YOUR SUCCESS Is OUR COMMITMENT" 

Reno 

Holiday 
For Two! 
Take a break on the banks of 
Reno's beautiful Truckee River 

PACKAGE INCLUDES: 
- Deluxe room for two nights. 

- A Prime Rib dinner for two, with wine, in 

the Shore Room Restaurant. overlooking 

the beautiful Truckee River. 

• A complete breakfast for two. 

• Complimentary cocktails In the River Bar 

& Comstock Lounge. 

• Gaming package for two. 

• Courtesy baggage handling & valet parking. 

·$65·· 0 
Per Person " 0 TEL 

Price based on double occupancy HOLIDAV 
2 NIGHTS, 3 DAYS II 
Ever ything Included CAS I N 0 

DOWNTOWN RfNO 
On the beautiful 

Tnxkee Rille' 

~ 
702-329-0411 
800-648-5431 

Major Credit Cords Accepted. 
SEE YOUR TRAVEL AGENT. OR CALL 
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matching dark lava cap. Both forma­
tions were created volcanically about 
10 million years ago. 

Hikers frequen tly see desert bighorn 
sheep on the higher, rocky slopes. You 
will also see signs of sheep and coyotes 
along the roadbed. More than 250 kinds 
of birds, including golden eagles, are 
found in the area. A colony of bats 
spends the daytime hours on the ceil­
ing of the third tunnel. 

Although the rock is of volcanic ori­
gin, you will see that little additional 
support was needed for the tunnels, 
which are 18 feet wide and 26 feet high. 
In the firs t tunnel, traces of smoke from 
coal-burning locomotives are visible on 
the ceiling. You will see a slight curve 
in the third tunnel, but all four bores are 
short enough tha t flashlights are not 
necessary during the day 

Beyond the fourth tunnel the trail 
seemingly dead-ends into the face of a 
mountain. This is the site of the fifth and 
last tunnel, which was sealed off and 
cosmetically colored to blend in with 
the surrounding rock after fires de­
stroyed the shoring timbers in 1978. The 
Bureau of Reclamation, builder of 
Hoover Dam, hopes to reopen the tun­
nel in the next few years-and then a 
six-mile trail linking Boulder City and 
Hoover Dam will be possible. 

River Mountain Trail: 
Vista Viewpoints 

The attraction of the River Mountain 
Trail is twofold, says Roger Hall, di­

rector of parks and recreation in Boul­
der City' "In addition to a strikingly 
different climb, you are 
rewarded with really 
memorable views. With 
just a turn of your head 
you have vistas of Las Ve­
gas, Lake Mead, Boulder 
City, and the Mojave 
Desert. Also, the easy ac­
cess for large numbers of 
people is another plus." 

Switchbacks built by the 
Civilian Conservation 
Corps in the 1930s 

ease the ascent 
in the steeper sections. 

feet. With a climb of nearly 1,200 feet, 
this hike is moderately strenuous. De­
pending on your enthusiasm, the round 
trip will take three to five hours. 

At first you traverse a desert wash 
where metallic oxides have painted the 
soil red, yellow, and purple. Then the 
trail begins to climb gradually into the 
River Mountains. Switchbacks built by 
the Civilian Conservation Corps in the 
early 1930s ease the ascent in the steep­
er sections. The CCC boys did such a 
good job that their rock work required 
little attention when the trail was im­
proved recently by crews from Boulder 
City, the National Park Service, the Uni­
versity of Nevada, Las Vegas, and local 
Boy Scout and youth groups. 

If you picked up one of the trail guides 
at the kiosk, the climb can turn into a 
workshop in geology Stark volcanic 
formations tell the story of a tumultuous 
past. You will see signs of desert bighorn 
sheep along the trail and may even spot 
one of these majestic creatures, as well 
as ravens and coyotes. 

Two miles from the start the trail forks. 
To the left and west a .3-mile trail leads 

to the Red Mountain 
overlook. The highest 
point on thehike,at3,640 
feet, the overlook offers 
great views of mountains 
and desert. 

Driving toward Hoo­
ver Dam, you will find the 
trailhead parking lot on 
the left (north) side of U.S. The River Mountain Trail 
93, about.7 of a mile north has rugged panoramas. 

To the right and east of 
the fork is an easy half­
mile jaunt to the Black 
Mountain viewpoint. 
From the 3,480-foot over­
look you can see Lake 
Mead, the Muddy Moun­
tains, Boulder City, the 
Eldorado Valley Dry 
Lake, the Las Vegas Val­of Boulder City's lone 

stoplight. The three-mile hike (six miles 
round trip) begins behind the informa­
tion kiosk at the rear of the parking lot. 
Take a minute to pick up a trail guide 
and look at the kiosk's excellent route 
map, which shows trails to Black Moun­
tain, Red Mountain, and Bootleg Wash. 
The elevation at the trailhead is 2,415 

ley, and Mount Charleston. It's a spec­
tacular 360-degree view of the new, the 
old, and the timeless. c:) 

Julian Rhinehart of Boulder City is a free­
lance writer and former public-information 
chieffor the region's Bureau of Reclamation 
office in Boulder Cittj. 

Photo: Chris Leedham 



ROADSIDE ATTRACTIONS 
BOOKSTORES 

Bookish Borders 

Radio waves and roller coaster raves. 

Radio Memories 
VIRGINIA CITY-The crackling tunes of Guy 
Lombardo's orchestra and other nos talgic 
sounds fill the room as you step inside the 
newest museum on the Comstock, the Virginia 
City Radio Museum. 

Loca ted in the old rectory behind St. Mary's 
in the Mountains Catholic Church, the muse­
um is a treasury of cathedral radios, consoles, 
crystal sets, tubes, antennas, and other col­
lectible radio equipment. Museum owner Hen­
ry Rogers has more than 80 radios on display 
The oldest radio in his collection is a one-of-a­
kind Spherical Audion receiver, which dates 
back to 1915. 

LAS VEGAS-Borders Book 
Shop may be one of Southern 
Nevada's largest bookstores, 
but it has an intimate, homey 
atmosphere. Bookworms are 
allowed to browse, enjoy a cup 
of coffee, and settle down in a 
soft chair with their volumes of 
choice. 

The 15,OOO-square-foot store, 
which changed its name from 
Basset to Borders last year, has 
more than 80,000 titles, an ex­
tensive business section, racks 
with major newspapers, a col­
lection of books on Nevada, 
and a children's corner. 

A small cafe serves sand­
wiches, cheesecake, bagels, 
muffins, and gourmet teas and 
coffees. 

Most of the radios in the museum were for­
merly owned by Nevadans, including a 1938 
Zenith 9S262 console that entertained guests 
for years in the lobby of the St. Francis Hotel 
in Reno. The 1924 RCA Radiola Superhetero­
dyne receiver with a Kolster Radio Loop an­
tenna was found in pristine condition in a 
Virginia City resident's attic. Henry Rogers makes waves at his museum. 

Borders Book Shop, which is 
owned by Waldenbooks, is 
open every day from 9 a.m. to 
11 p.m. at 2323 South Decatur 
Boulevard. For more informa­
tion call 702-258-0999. 

Rogers says he is happy to share his knowl- .. . . 
edge of radio history with visitors. He's also glad to give casual appraisals. A:drr.u~SlOr: IS 
$1.50, and children under 12 are free. For hours call 702-847-9047 The Vugmla CIty 
Radio Museum is located behind St. Mary's at F and Taylor streets. -Cynthia Kennedy 

AMUSEMENT 

Roller Coaster Mania 
STATE LINE-At Buffalo Bill's, 
thrill seekers can get their highs on 
the Desperado, the world's tallest 
and fastest roller coaster. 

Not for the weak at heart, the 
ride subjects its passengers to two 
towering drops, one from 225 feet 
and the other a ISS-foot spiral, with 
speeds of up 80 mph. If you can 
stop screaming long enough, you 
can monitor readings on the roller 
coaster's front-car speedometer. 

The two-minute, 43-second ride 
costs $3, and passengers must meet 
a height requirement of 48 inches. 
Buffalo Bill's Resort is 43 miles 

Roller coaster fans take the 
high way at Buffalo Bill's. 

south of Las Vegas on Inters tate IS, and the entrance to the Des­
perado is loca ted inside the casino. Buffalo Bill's also has a tamer 
splash flume ride. Call 702-382-11 l1.-Ann Henderson 

Photos: Patrick Kennedy (top). Richard BisseH (boHom right) 

ICE SKATING 

On Frozen Pond 

WASHOE V ALLEY 
When the pond at Davis 
Creek Park freezes over in 
the wintertime, ice skaters 
converge on the outdoor 
arena to carve turns and 
figure eights. 

-Kate Butler 

Thesmall,scenicrinkis 
surrounded by pines and 
picnic tables and is open Skaters can carve the 
daily, depending on the ice at Davis Creek Park. 
ice and weather. 

Park rangers light the ice on Thursday, Friday, 
and Saturday evenings as skaters and spectators 
wear mufflers and sip hot chocolate in a classic win­
ter scene. 

Davis Creek Park is 20 miles south of Reno near 
Bowers Mansion. Skating is free (bring your own 
skates and hot cocoa), and winter camping is $8 
per night. Call the county park, 702-849-0684, for 
more information.-Carolyn Graham 
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DININCOUT 

Adele's at the 
Plaza: Downtown 
Gourmet 

Downtown and down-home. 

The only problem with 
Adele's is ordering. New­
comers should be prepared to 
be overwhelmed. The print­
ed menu has more choices 
than most restaurants dream 
of. Add to that the long list of 
daily specials, which the serv­
er delivers in a mouth-water­
ing litany, a dozen dishes one 
after another. A special re­
quest? Just ask. If it's in the 
kitchen, Paul will cook it. 

N ear the center of Reno's 
legal and financial dis­

trict, four blocks south of the 
casino hubbub, sits Adele's at 
the Plaza. It's not surprising 
that Paul and Adele Abowd 
decided to open a restaurant 
in this spot three years ago, or 
tha t it has fit the neighborhood 
so well. Paul grew up in a 
restaurant family in San Fran­
cisco, knowing how to cater 
to ci ty tastes, and their Adele's 
in Carson City has been a pop­
ular gourmet house since it 

Adele Abowd and her daughter Cyrina, manager of Adele's at 
the Plaza, visit with Reno newswoman Lynsey Paulo (right). 

Your dinner starts with a 
choice of a large spinach or 
mixed-greens salad. Entrees 
are big, too-take-out boxes 
are the norm-so there's no 
reason to order appetizers ex­
cept pure and simple indul­
gence. It's hard to pass up the 
crab cakes or the smoked opened in 1978. 

The Reno Adele's offers a top-quali­
ty alternative to casino dining. No place 

in town can beat it for a gracious meal, 
one that can meander for hours. 

Midway between Las Vegas and Reno, nestled in the mountains in 
the rustic mining camp of Tonopah! 

• Complete 80 room hotel & 24 hour restaurant 
• 24 hour gambling/liberal slots, 21 craps & poker 
• Live entertainment and dancing 
• Sports lounge with large TV screen 

(702) 482-9777 
1100 Erie Main Street· P.O. Box 1351 • Tonopah, NV 89049 
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salmon and sturgeon plate. 
Entrees include a New York s teak 

SBO 
SWIFT Business Opportunities 

WE DO IT BETTER 
FRANCHISES 
T ..... ·MoneyMaker .... ....... S92.5K Texaco · 7 Bays .. .. ... ......... ... S1601< 
8 Paso MeldCM Kithen S35K T ..... x·Auto Tooeup .... ... .. ... . S92.5K 

Auto Services, Est 14 yr ....... $8OK 
SPECIALITY aasslcAut~howroan ....... S175K 

Canput .. St,,:e, SaleslStvs S94K SERVICES 
Melal Fabllcation w~Md ...... St .3M "" _ _ "'-'_"!'!'_"'-'_""-_ 
MacHne Shop CNC ............. $625K CawerienceStere,Ga$ .. ..... S550K 
CoIr4>ut .. s/RetzllVT,ainlng .•. S200K Art G;il,f!I'// + H ... lng ....... .... S45K 
Aerists .. ............................... $225K Hai, Salon • S""m .. lin $225K 
Qild Clre w\j.Md ............... $285K 3 Mal Steres .................. tom $45K 
Qild c.. . ........................... see.5K Nal Saicr1MN ..................... $t 75K 
MJ~ Orienled Bus .............. $675K a.....,. Plus 0."" .............. $385K 
Mri M..-!"On The S~ip' ...... S1501< Pool Routes ...................... S»4OK 
Tax Service .......... ............... . $55OK MachineShop/lMld .... _ .... $2.3501< 
hi. Equip. Rental ............... $97.5K Ha. Salcns .. .. ... $251<,791<, S225K 

ecr-ienoestJeIca'waSl .... $4OOK 

RESTAURANTS/~ 
GOU'metColleeJWestside ...... $69K CONSm UCTION 
PlzzalSardwich Shop .... ........ $39K BLiId .. ,ccr.st Serv . ............. $85OK 
Restar..ranVUnd .................. $4OOK CcrlstuctiaVRoofing ........... $3OOK 
OeiJWestside ......................... $45K Doors ........................... 175K + Inv. 
Bar/Rest·l0slots ............... S1301< ~ooWcrks .............................. 1.3M 
Bar/alb/lMd/Siots ................ $2M 
PlzW5<Jp .. Locaioo ........... SI00K 0Ml .. Assisled F""ncing Avaiable 
Food Co.rVM"" Mal ........ . SI00K On Most Businesses 

Linda Swift, Owner 

(702) 892-7777 
3900 Paradise Rd. Ste. F 
Las Vegas, Nevada 89109 
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As long as you say, "Yes," 
at the Vegas eatery, they keep 

bringing baskets of 
hush puppies, tasty morsels 

made from com meal. 

stuifed with seafood and topped with 
a variety of mushrooms, lamb served 
in a rich ziniandel sauce, and excep­
tional fish preparations. At Adele's you 
choose fish not because it's healthy but 
because it tastes fabulous. Cholesterol 
doesn't enter into your mind when you 
taste halibut with jalapeno-apricot sauce 
or seared ahi ahi jazzed with an Asian 
ginger peppercorn sauce. 

Adele's also has a late-night menu 
from 10 p .m. to 3:30 a.m. daily except 
Sunday. Then, pasta dishes are under 
$10, salads and sandwiches $4 to $8, and 
fresh fish $12 to $14. On Friday and 
Saturday nights, Reno drummer Tony 
Savage and his jazz quartet play from 
10 to 2 for a special after-hours bonus. 

- Sharon Honig-Bear 
Adele's at the Plaza: 425 S. Virginia St., 

three blocks south of the Truckee River, in 
Reno, 702-333-6503. Open for both lunch 
and dinner on weekdays, and for dinner on 
Saturday and Sunday. Late-night menu 
daily except Sunday. Entrees: Lunch $6 to 
$16, dinner $15 to $35. AE, MC, Visa. 
Reservations accepted. 

Hush Puppy: 
Catfish Are Jumpin' 

Twenty years ago, Virginia and 
Charles Ghormley of Las Vegas 

were craving Texarkana-style home 
cooking. Tired of flying all the way to 
Arkansas for a real meal, the couple took 
a cue from Mohammed and brought the 
catfish and all the fixin's to Vegas. 

Today desert dwellers feast on cat­
fish, cole slaw, and hot, tasty hush pup­
pies at the Ghormleys' Hush Puppy 
Restaurant. Diners can sample appe­
tizer oddities, such as alligator and craw­
fish tails, as well as beef, chicken, and 
seafood items. 

The operative phrase here is" All you 
can eat." As long as you say, "Yes," they 
keep bringing baskets of hush puppies­
morsels made from com meal, hand­
rolled, deep-fried, and crisp on the out­
side. The salad bar is a two-tripper. 

Meanwhile, an endless supply of cat­
fish is brought to your table, either as 
steaks, fillets, or whole, and you can 
choose from fresh-water or farm vari­
eties. Other nightly specials feature ribs 
and crab. 

Hush Puppy's decor is so Deep South 
that it's more Polynesian than Arkansas, 
with its bamboo walls and South Seas 
lanterns. Instead of one large dining 
area, a series of smaller rooms are ar­
ranged outward from a central garden. 

When the Ghormleys opened their 
doors in 1975, neither Virginia nor 
Charles, a former construction worker 

HI-FI 
72 minutes 1lll1I1imlmJ1II1I1I 

Take 8 570-mlle scenic train ride through 
Oregon & California aboard the world's most 

103 minutes 

beautiful steam train. It 
was America's Freedom 
Train In 1976. You'll cross 
high steel river trestles and 
battle through deep snow 
of the rugged Cascede 
mountains. Wildlife, 
waterfalls and big clouds of 
steam; highly entertaining 
adventure story! 

HI- FI 
IIIIIIIr!miml11l11ll 
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at the Nevada Test Site, had experience 
in the restaurant business. But the cou­
ple gambled their life savings, and they 
were able to open a second restaurant 
in Bakersfield in 1977 and another in 
Las Vegas, at1820NorthNellis, in 1983. 
The Nellis restaurant has a drive-up 
window to handle the take-out business 
the Ghormleys knew would follow­
even for alligator tail. -Ann Henderson 

Hush Puppy Restaurant: 7185 W 
Charleston Blvd., Las Vegas, 702-363-5988. 
Entrees: $9 to $37, most $10 to $14. Hours 
5 to 10 p.m. (to 11 p.m. Friday and Satur­
day). MC, Visa. Reservations accepted. \J 
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the Nevada Northern. Told 
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aRK waiN 
AT THE 

EGISLATURE 
Reporter Sam Clemens 

discovered humorist Mark Twain 
while covering the 

political parties in Carson City. 

By GEORGE J. WILLIAMS III 
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M
ark Twain spent nearly three 
years in Nevada. He arrived by 
stage in August 1861 as Sam 
Clemens, an unemployed 

steamboat pilot from Missouri. He left 
in May 1864 as Mark Twain, a popular 
writer and territorial celebrity. 

When Clemens joined the staff of Vir­
ginia City's Territorial Enterprise in 1862, 
he learned more than the journalistic 
trade. He met fellow Nevadans who 
would influence his career. He also 
found new inspiration-and his nom de 
plume-while covering such matters as 
the 1863 Constitutional Convention and 
two Territorial Legislatures in Carson 
City. His dispatches from Carson would 
mark an important chapter in his growth 
as a writer and humorist. 

In November 1862, Enterprise editor 
Joe Goodman sent Clemens to the cap­
ital to report on Nevada's second Ter­
ritorial Legislature. Sam stayed at his 
brother Orion's house, which still stands 
on Oi vision Street, with Orion, Orion's 
wife Mollie, and their daughter Jennie. 

As secretary of Nevada Territory, 
Orion Clemens was second in command 
to Governor James Nye. As the broth­
er of a territorial official and as a leg­
islative reporter for the region's most 
powerful paper, Sam Clemens was 
someone to be reckoned with. 

For six weeks Clemens attended 
meetings of the second Territorial Leg­
islature. After the daily deliberations 
and debates, reporters and representa­
tives often adjourned to Carson City's 
saloons. 

A product of those late-night coun­
cils was the Third House, a group of 
reporters,legislators, and citizens who 
gathered in saloons to ridicule legisla­
tive proceedings. Clemens served a term 
as president of this ribald group, whose 
flair for satire survived until recent ses­
sions in a Third House night of skits and 
song staged by reporters. 

In his news stories, Clemens enjoyed 
making fun of politicians who took 
themselves too seriously. Sometimes he 
poked fun at his fellow reporters, too. 
Clement Rice was an experienced re­
porter for the Virginia Union who also 
attended the legislature. After reading 
one of Clemens' reports in the Enter­
prise, Rice published a column ridicul­
ing his friend's political naivete. 
Clemens wrote a rebuttal. Thus began 
a series of lively editorial battles be­
tween the two friends. 

Clemens referred to Rice as "the Un­
reliable," and the name stuck. One day 
Clemens wrote a mock obituary for the 
Unreliable, noting in his story: 

Photo: The Mark Twain Project. The Bancroft library 



The Third House was an irreverent mock legislature that regularly 
conducted its business in Carson saloons. Twain is second from left. 

"I am pained to learn that the Unre­
liable, true to his unnatural instincts, 
came to life again in the midst of his fu­
neral sermon. The frightened con­
gregation rushed from the house, and 
the Unreliable followed 
them, with his coffin 
on his shoulder. He 
sold it for two dol­
lars and a half, and 
got drunk at a 'bit 
house' [low-class 
saloon] on the pro­
ceeds. He is still 
drunk." 

Clemens sent 
reports to the En- Clement Rice, 
terprise while stay- "the Unreliable." 
ing in the capital 
during January 1863. In his dispatch of 
January 31, 1863, Clemens for the first 
time used the byline "Mark Twain." 
There was no fanfare, no beating drums, 
just "Mark Twain" signed to his report 
from Carson City (see page 71). For the 
next 17 months in Nevada, Clemens was 
known as the writer and the person 
Mark Twain. 

those months, he transformed himself 
from a prankster journalist to a com­
mitted writer. His writing improved 
and began to make a genuine impact on 
the Nevada community. Most impor­
tantly, Twain seemed to realize 
that his writing could affect his 
world. 

There were a number of strong 
influences on Twain's thinking 
and writing during this period. 
One was the sheer volume of 
work. He wrote a 4,OOO-word 
political story five days a week, 
followed by a long weekly sum­
mary. At the Constitutional Con­
vention he collaborated with 
shorthand expert Andrew J. 
Marsh to report on the proceed­
ings for Enterprise readers. 

Another factor was Twain's 
change in attitude about his 
work. Whereas in the past he had 
collected or invented news sim­
ply to fill his columns, now he 
took his writing more seriously. 
He still used humor and satire, 
but he seemed to have a new con­
fidence in his ideas. 

Clemens used the 
byline 'Mark Twain' 

for the first time 
in his dispatch 

of January 31, 1863 .. 

justice. Jim Townsend, a marvelous sto­
ryteller whose humor and style were 
akin to Twain's, shared many stories 
with Mark. Dan De Quille, the veteran 
reporter, was Twain's boardinghouse 
roommate. The Enterprise staff was a 
constant source of friendship and sup­
port. 

Twain also was stimulated by the 
crowd of intelligent, educa ted, and 
aggressive people with whom he dealt 
daily (and nightly) in Carson City. Most 
were a ttorneys, men skilled with words. 

One was Alexander "Sandy" Bald­
win. At 22, Baldwin was one of the lead­
ing attorneys in Nevada Territory and 
later a federal judge. Baldwin was bril­
liant; at 14 he entered the University of 
Virginia; at 19 he was a dis trict attorney 
in California. As a Virginia City lawyer, 
Baldwin earned more than a half-rnil-

Twain made an important transition 
during a subsequent tour of duty 
in Carson. From November 1863 

through February 1864 he covered the 
Constitutional Convention and then the 
third Territorial Legislature. During 

His colleagues on the Enter­
prise influenced Twain. Editor 
Joe Goodman encouraged him 
to stick to the facts . Coeditor 
Rollin Daggett taught Twain to 
speak his mind and attack in-

Simmons, Twain, and Claggett (from 
left) were cohorts in Carson City. 
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lion dollars representing mining com­
panies in litigation. 

Baldwin could be cocky in court. Dur­
ing one courtroom battle, Baldwin kept 
interrupting his adversary, William 
Stewart. Finally Stewart yelled at Bald­
win, "You little shrimp, if you interrupt 
me again, I'll eat you." 

Baldwin replied, "If you do, you'll 
have more brains in your belly than 
you've ever had in your head." 

Twain also was friends with Stewart, 
Nevada's most prominent lawyer and 
later a U.S. senator. Stewart made a for­
tune representing Virginia City mining 
companies. 

William "Billy" Claggett was an old 
friend of Twain's from Iowa. Claggett, 
elected to the Territorial Legislature in 
1862 and 1864, was known for his ora­
torical skill and mop of unruly hair. 

Jack Simmons, speaker of the House 
during the 1862 Territorial Legislature, 
was a close friend of Twain's and a lead­
ing member of the Third House. 

Abraham Curry, principal founder 
of Carson City, provided his Warm 
Springs Hotel as a meeting place for leg­
islators. Twain praised Curry's civic 
contributions in Roughing It (1872) . 

James Nye was the first territorial gov­
ernor of Nevada. Twain's first speech 

At the sessions, 
nothing disturbed 
Twain more than 

pretentious windbags. 

was in part a satire of Nye, but the ras­
cally politician accepted the humor in 
stride. Twain gave much space to Nye 
in Roughing It. 

Twain frequently mentioned these 
and other characters, often humorous­
ly,inhis reports from Carson City. Their 
willingness to accept public embar­
rassment in good humor was evidence 
of their regard for their friend Twain. 

There was a good deal of joking dur­
ing legislative meetings. On Jan­
uary 15, 1864, "the Chair announced 

Mr. Sam. L.Clemensasentitled toaseat 
as Reporter for the House, while the 
courtesy of that body should continue 
to hold out." Several days later Twain 
reported, "1 am here on my good be­
havior, as it were." Legislators often 

The Legend Lives On 
At The Liberace Museum 

See the dazzling jewelry, priceless antiques, 
million-dollar wardrohe, and memorabilia 
that made "Mr. ShowmanShip" one of the 
most beloved entertainers of all time! 
Monday· Satm'day 10 - 5, Sunday 1 ·5 

Funding scholarships Jor the arts since 1978. 

JillJ-TIlE 
LIBERACE 

MUSEUM 

1775 E. TROPICANA AVENUE, LAS VEGAS, NV 89119, 702-798-5595 
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treated Twain as if he were a member 
rather than a reporter. 

Twain's daily reports were dry news 
items published without a byline or 
signed "Sam Clemens." However, the 
Sunday reports were casual and hu­
morous. In his autobiography Twain 
recalled, "Every Sunday I wrote a let­
ter to the paper [from Carson City] in 
which I made a resume of the week's 
legislative work, and in order that it 
might be readable I put no end of sea­
soning into it. I signed these letters 'Mark 
Twain."' 

At the sessions, nothing disturbed 
Twain more than pretentious windbags. 
L.O. Sterns was a long-winded delegate 
from Aurora . Toward the end of the 
Constitutional Convention, Twain made 
fun of Sterns' wandering speeches: 

"Mr. Stems said- Mr. President, I am 
opposed, I am hostile, I am uncompro­
misingly against this proposition to tax 
the mines. I will go further, sir. I will 
openly assert sir, that I am not in favor 
of this proposition. It is wrong--€ntirely 
wrong." Sterns, readers learned, theo­
rized that if "this pernicious measure" 
were to pass, " the gaunt forms of want, 
poverty, and starvation, and despair 
will shortly walk in the high places of 
this once happy and beautiful land." 

LOUIS. LORRAINE ERREGUIBLE·S 
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How MARK TWAIN GOT HIS NAME 
"M ark Twain" was not born in 

Missouri, as most of us have 
been taught. Mark Twain was born 
amidst the bitter odors of whiskey, 
gin, and beer in John Piper's bar in 
Virginia City 

Piper's Old Corner Bar was a hang­
out for Sam Clemens and other 
Virginia City reporters and printers 
who produced the Comstock Lode's 
several newspapers in the 1860s. The 
Bohemian crowd gathered at Piper's 
at break time or after they put their 
papers to bed. 

Clemens had the habit of going 
into the bar with at least one friend. 
He would order drinks for himself 
and his pal and ask Piper to "mark 
twain," meaning, mark two drinks on 

Following the Constitutional Con­
vention, the Sta te Nomina ting Con­
vention met, and candidates for political 
offices were chosen . Twain co uldn' t 
resist noting that the candidates "all owe 
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Stateline , NV 89449 
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the wall behind the bar. That was 
where Piper kept track of his 
customers' tabs. Clemens' newspaper 
friends picked up 
on this habit and 
began calling him 
"Mark Twain." 
Clemens first 
used the pseudo­
nym on January 
31, 1863, in a 
dispatch from 
Carson City 

Later, Twain 
wanted to bury Mark Twain in 
his reckless, hard- the 1860s. 
drinking years in 
the West, so he concocted several 
stories about the origin of his famous 

me something for traducing and vilify­
ing them in the public prints, and thus 
exciting sympathy for them." 

Like other citizens and repor ters, 
Twain followed certain bills closely He 

pseudonym. However, they don't 
wash when examined today 

His favori te was that e had stolen 
the name from a New Orlea ns Picayu ne 
writer, but, in fact, the writer appar­
ently didn't use the name Mark Twain. 
Another was that "mark twain" had 
to do with measuring the depth of the 
Mississippi River. 

Both s tories were plausible and 
generally accepted by the public in 
Twain's day, but I am convinced it is 
the Piper's saloon story, revealed in 
a Eureka newspaper story in the 
1870s, that is the truth. I believe Twain, 
who drank hard as a young man, suc­
ceeded in using the tamer stories to 
cover the tracks of his reckless years 
in Nevada. -George J. Williams III 

opposed a telegraph bill that virtually 
gave one company a monopoly When 
another bill was laid to rest by legisla­
tors, Twain took them aside one night 
in February 1864. His report from Car-
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'I convened 
the members in extra 

session last night. 
and deluged them with 

blasphemy' 

son recalls a style and sly wit that we 
now ror"gnize in Innocents Abroad, 
Rough,(lg It, and other Twain works: 

"While I was absent a moment, yes­
terday, on important business, taking a 
drink, the House, with its accustomed 
engaging unanimity, knocked one of 
my pet bills higher than a kite, without 
a dissenting voice. I convened the mem­
bers in extra session last night, and del­
uged them with blasphemy, after which 
I entered into a solemn compact with 
them, whereby, in considera tion of their 
re-instating my bill, I was to make an 
ample apology for all the mean things 
I had said about them for passing that 
infamous, unchris tian, infernal tele­
graph bill the other day" 

Twain had detected the cause of the 
legislators'''rascally conduct'" "Under 
o~umary circumstances, they never 
would have done such a thing-but 

SESSION NOTES 

As they did in Mark Twain's day, 
Nevada's legislators will meet 

in Carson City this winter to de­
liberate matters of state. The leg­
islature, which meets every two 
years, begins its 1995 session on 
January 16. Sessions usually run 
through early summer. 

Visitors are welcome in the Leg­
islative Building, the modern, 
pie-shaped building located just 
south of the State Capitol in the 
center of town. You can watch the 
Senate and Assembly from the gal­
leries and visit committee hear­
ings. Look for a handout guide in 
the main foyer. 

Like Twain and his contempo­
raries, reporters used to poke fun 
at the legislature's two houses in 
the Third House. However, the 
satirical evening hasn't been held 
for the past two sessions. 

upon tha t occasion I think they had been 
fra ternizing with Claggett and Simmons 
at the White House [a hostelry], and 
were under the vicious influence of 
Humbold t whiskey. Consequently, they 
were not responsible to anybody on 
earth or in heaven.-Mark Twain." \J 

George ]. WiLLiams III is a Carson City­
based writer and publisher He has written 
three other books in his Mark Twain in the 
West Series, including Mark Twain: His 
Life in Virginia City, Nevada and Mark 
Twain: His Adventures at Aurora and 
Mono Lake. He has written numerous oth-
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er books on Nevada and California histori­
cal subjects, and is working currently on a 
guide to Nevada hot springs. 

The preceding story is an excerpt from 
Williams' book On the Road With Mark 
Twain in California and evada, which 
visits such Twain-related places as Virginia 
City, Carson City, Unionville, Aurora, 
Mono Lake, Lake Tahoe, and San Francis­
co. On the Road With Mark Twain is 
available at $14.95 from bookstores and (jor 
an autographed copy) from Tree By The 
River Publishing, Box 935-0, Dayton, NV 
89403; or phone toll-free 800-487-6610 for 
orders (add $2.50 for postage). 
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management or investment counseling. 

We do it all! 

1625 Main Street • P.O. Box 2320 
Minden, Nevada 89423 

(702) 782-2205 
1-800-666-5051 

JAN/FEB 95 NEVAOA 73 



95in'95 
(Continued from page 20) 

Florence Avenue to Mizpah Street. 
Butler Park here is named for town 
founder Jim Butler. 

48 TheCentral evada Museum de­
livers an extensive history lesson 

on Tonopah and Goldfield, complete 
with a Stealth bomber exhibit. 

49 The best hotel snack bar on U.S. 
95 north of Las Vegas is at theSta­

tion House Hotel-Casino. Burgers, tacos, 
hot dogs, and shakes are all under $3. 

5 0 Between Tonopah and Goldfield, 
you often can spot wild horses 

early in the morning or evening. 

51 This area is also a conspicuous 
demarcation between Grea t Basin 

sagebrush and Mojave Desert creo ote­
marked by the presence of the Mojave's 
distinctive Joshua trees. 

52 Creep through Goldfield to view 
big stone edifices like the Gold­

field Hotel and the old school, built as 
if the gold boom would last forever, not 
20 years as it did. 

53 The Esmeralda County Court­
house, too, was built of stone in 

1907 but it still serves the 1,340 county 
residents. Walk upstairs to see the best 
preserved courtroom in the state, with 
a bighorn-sheep head overseeing it all. 

54 The Santa Fe Saloon in Goldfield 
has its original porch and bar 

along with the oldest pinball machine 
in evada. 

55 From Scotty's Junction it's a 21-
mile side trip to Scotty's Castle. 

This 25-roommansion, with its 270-foot 
pool (never completed), is at the north­
ern tip of Death Valley National Park 
in that other state next door. 

56 orth of Beatty is Bailey's Hot 
Springs, the only commercial 

bathing place on U.S. 95. Soak in sooth­
ing lOS-degree water that will make you 
forget you've ever been in a car. 

5 7 The video poker machines with 
the best payout schedules on U.S. 

95 north of Las Vegas are at the Stage­
coach Casino in Beatty 
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58 In downtown Beatty, visit the 
Death Valley info center in the 

old post office and stop at the Exchange 
Club to have a Bass ale in a frozen mug 
at the 1905 Brunswick bar. 

59 A four-mile side trip from Beat­
ty leads to the ghost town of Rhy­

olite. The old depot is intact, although 
the bank and school are in tatters. 

60 Rhyolite' main attraction is its 
bottle house, said to have been 

built in 1906 with 50,000 beer bottles. 
Experts, however, believe it's probably 
more like 10,000 or 15K max-which 
will probably generate a ration of grief 
from the Friends of Rhyolite and An­
heuser Busch. 

61 Another Rhyolite curiosity is the 
Ghost Museum. Six sculptures 

were created by arti ts who are rarely 
around, making the Ghost Museum 
itself a ghost. 

62 The Rhyolite road (State Route 
374) takes you into Death Valley 

ational Park. 

63 Fifty-five miles south of Beatty 
on U.S. 95, you pass by Mercury, 

headquarters for America's nuclear 
bomb testing program since 1951. 

64 Indian Springs is a roadside set­
tlement with an Air Force instal­

lation, high-security prison, and casino 
with no name. 

65 As the Big Glow intensifies, you 
can drive up Mount Charleston, 

home of trail , campgrounds, Lee 
Canyon Ski Area, Mt. Charleston Ho­
tel, and Mt. Charle ton Lodge. 

66 Floyd Lamb State Park, known 
as Tule Springs, has a small lake 

stocked with catfish and rainbows. 

67 Finally you arrive: Las Vegas. If 
you'd like to pretend that it's a 

mere mirage in the Mojave, you can bar­
rel straight through on the freeway But 
don't turn your head. 

6 8 ~, on the other hand, you're stick­
ing around, you can stay at one 

of two new 1O,000-square-foot suites at 
Caesars Palace, complete with butler 
and baby grand piano. All you have to 
do is bet $25,000 a hand for a few days. 

69 Head downtown to Binion's 
venerable Horseshoe and treat 

yourself to a late-night ew York steak 
dinner for all of $2. 

70 Then have your picture taken 
(free) in front of 100 rare $10,000 

bills, the coolest mil you've ever seen. 

71 Walk over to the Golden ugget 
to drool over the golden nuggets 

on display including a 61-pound 
monster that was located with a metal 
detector behind a trailer park in Aus­
tralia. 

72 At the Four Queens you can play 
the world's largest slot machine. 

The "Queens Machine" stands 18 feet 
long and nine feet high. 

73 The pirate show in Buccaneer Bay 
at Treasure Island is seven swash­

buckling minutes of pirate-technics. 

74 At Caesars, you can sneak a peek 
at a topless Cleopatra Gulius Cae­

sar's inamorata) welcoming celebrants 
to her barge and a bottomless statue of 
David (Michelangelo's King of Israel), 
which, uncircumsized, is the greatest 
artistic misrepresentation in history 

75 ext stop? The ew Four Cor­
ners at Tropicana and the Strip. 

Here you'll be in the midst of 15,000 ho­
tel rooms at the MGM Grand, Tropi­
cana, San Remo, Excalibur, and Luxor. 

76 The MGM Grand, the largest 
hotel in the world, also has the 

world's largest casino, the size of 100 
four-bedroom houses. 

77 Consider taking a side trip south 
on 1-15 to Boomtown, where you 

can pan for gold. 

78 Continue out 1-15 to Jean, where 
the Nevada Landing and Gold 

Strike offer one of the last 99-cent, 24-
hour, bacon-and-eggs specials. 

Illustration by John Bardwell 



79 From here, you might as well go 
the rest of the way to State Line 

and the new Buffalo Bill's, to ride the 
tallest roller coaster in the world. 

80 Back in town, take the U.S. 
95/93/1-515 high-speed elevat­

ed freeway if you're in a hurry. 

81 Or, better yet, cruise the Boulder 
Highway-the original U.S. 95-

and see the new Boulder Station Hotel. 

82 A mile south is the expanded 
Sam's Town. Although the new 

tower resembles a gymnasium from 
the outside, it's a magnificent 18-story 
Victorian cityscape inside. 

83 In Henderson, the Clark County 
Heritage Museum's Heritage 

Street has a number of historic homes 
and commercial buildings. 

84 After crossing Railroad Pass, U.S. 
95 cuts due south. But first, head 

another three miles east on U.S. 93 to 
Boulder City, the only town in the state 
where gambling is prohibited. 

85 A quick tour of Boulder City 
shows the federal design of the 

town: government buildings on the hill, 
main streets named for Southwestern 
states, and a hierarchy of housing. 

86 Seven miles east at Hoover Dam, 
an elevator drops you more than 

50 stories to the dam's base. 

87 Back on U.S. 95, activate your 
auto-accelerator and auto-steer­

ing for the ruler-straight shot 36 miles 
due south through Eldorado Valley to 
the old mining town of Searchlight. 

8 8 In the Searchlight Nugget casino 
you'll see turquoise cow heads 

with polished horns. 

89 The Searchlight Historic Muse­
umhas displays on mining, local 

personalities, and composer Scott 
Joplin's connection to the town. 

9 0 Ten miles south of Searchlight is 
Cal-Nev-Ari. Have a cuppa in the 

cafe-casino and learn how the town was 
founded in 1965 near a WW II airstrip. 

91 For a 15-mile off-pavement side 
trip, tum left onto a dirt road a 

few miles south ofCal-Nev-Ari and rat­
tle and roll up into the Newberry Moun­
tains. Pull into the parking lot at 

Grapevine Canyon and follow a trail up 
the wash. Keep an eye out for petro­
glyphs, tarantulas, and flash floods. 

92 Detour down State Route 163, a 
fine four-lane road, to Laughlin. 

9 3 If it's not too hot, stroll the river­
walk behind Laughlin's casinos 

or ride the water taxis on the Colorado. 

94 Eight miles south of Laughlin, 
you can visit a Nevada boom 

town in the making. The Fort Mojave 
Tribe is opening a 4,000-acre master-

planned community with four river­
front hotel-casinos, 650 residential units, 
and a 1,600-space RV park. That's just 
the Nevada side. The name? Aha Macav. 

95 Finally, U.S. 95 leaves Nevada 
and there's nothing to do for the 

next 250 miles till the road ends near 
Yurna. c:] 

Deke Castleman of Las Vegas is author of 
the Nevada Handbook and managing ed­
itor of The Las Vegas Advisor. He is 
already making plans for 2,000 things he 
wants to do in Nevada in the year 2000. 
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NEVADA NOTES 
A waitress and an opera house win honors. 

Queen of the Waitresses 

I f you want to meet America's "Most 
Refreshing Waitress," follow the 

truckers pulling into the 
Blue Diamond Auto­
Truck Service off Inter­
state 15 just south of Las 
Vegas. 

Shirley Scheller, who is 
affectionately known as 
"Chicken Legs" by her 
customers, recently won 
top honors in a nation­
wide "Search for the 
Most Refreshing Waitress 
Contest" sponsored by 
Clorets. 

Scheller was nominat­

grandmother. "I was in shock." Because 
of her national title, customers are bring­
ing her flowers and asking for her au­
tograph. "Who in the world would want 

a waitress' autograph?" 
she asks. 

Scheller, 61, beat out 
about 11,000 other wait­
resses with her can-do 
disposition and skills 
gained through 48 years 
of experience. On The 
Maury Pavich Show, Schel­
ler competed against two 
other regional finalists as 
12 experts-all truckers­
judged her efficiency and 
ability to deal with diffi­
cult customers. 

ed by her truck-driving Refreshing Shirley Scheller Thanks to the contest, 
customers, and a formal 
competition was televised on The Mau­
ry Pavich Show last fall. 

"It's crazy," says the tray-toting 

Scheller also is nationally 
known for her "Chicken Legs" nick­
name, a handle given to her by truckers 
for her ultra-trim gams. The name 

PLAY IN OUR WINNER 
WONDERLAND 
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caught on during the taping of the TV 
show when the audience cheered her 
on by yelling, "Go, Chicken Legs, go!" 

"Now my six-year-old grandson even 
calls me Chicken Legs," she laughs. 

The title earned Scheller not only fame 
but also a grand prize-a four-day, all­
expense-paid vacation to the MGM 
Grand, three miles north of the truck 
stop where she works.- Ann Henderson 

Grand 01' Opera House 

The Eureka Opera House, built in 
1879, recently received a prestigious 

National Preservation Honor Award 
from the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation in Washington, D.C. 

The two-story, red brick opera house, 
which sat vacant for three decades, was 
carefully restored to its 1880s splendor. 
In 1990 Eureka County residents voted 
to use $2.3 million in tax money gener­
ated by gold mining to restore the town 
landmark, which reopened as a con­
vention center in October 1993. The 
work included restoration of a 1924 
painted drop curtain and recreation of 
an 1880 painting. The Eureka Opera 
House was one of only 17 buildings in 
the U.S., and the only ever in Nevada, 
to receive the award.-Richard Moreno 

RELOCATING? 
Free Hotel 
(2 nights) * 

WE SERVICE THE 
ENTIRE LAS VEGAS AREA 
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Free Info Packet, Free Maps 
Free Transportation 

TATE 
MOBILE HOME BROKERS 
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Great Performances 
(Continued from page 78) 

7 Wayne Newton: No entertainer has 
performed in Nevada as many times 
as Wayne New­

ton. In 1959, when 
he was 16 and still 
in high school, he 
signed a five-year 
contract with the 
Fremont Hotel. 

ewton, some­
times known as 
"The Midnight 
Idol," has per- Wayne Newton: 
formed more than 26,250-plus shows. 
26,250 times in Las 
Vegas alone, a record not likely to soon 
be broken. He still plays in Las Vegas. 

8 Barbra Streisand: Last year Barbra 
Streisand made her first live ap­
pearance in more than two decades 

when she sang at the opening of the 
MGM Grand in Las Vegas. Streisand 
has a long history with the state. In 1963 
she made her Nevada debut at the Riv­
iera in Las Vegas as the opening act for 
Liberace and later opened for him at 

Photo: Las Vegas News Bureau Photo Archives (top right) 

Harrah's Reno. In 1969 she headlined 
at the grand opening of the International 
Hotel (today the Las Vegas Hilton). 

9 Sinatra and Denver: In August 1975, 
entertainment history was made in 
Northern Nevada when Frank Sina-

tra and John Den­
ver, both at the 
peaks of their ca­
reers, appeared to­
gether a t Harrah's 
Lake Tahoe. The 
National Enquirer 
called it" the 
biggest blockbuster 
in nightclub his­

John Denver sang tory" because it 
duets with Sinatra. paired two stars 

who appealed to 
such different genera tions. Harrah's re­
ceived a phenomenal 672,412 telephone 
calls for show reservations. 

10 Grateful Dead: This band trucked 
into Las Vegas' Silver Bowl for the 
first time on April 27, 1991. Per­

forming two sold-out concerts, the band 
attracted more than 79,000 Deadheads. 
Other successful rock band debuts in­
clude the Beatles, who performed for 
two shows in August 1964 at the Las 

The Fab Four landed in Las Vegas in 1964. 

Vegas Convention Center (Pat Boone 
sat in the front row of their first show), 
and the Rolling Stones, who made their 
first evada appearance last October at 
the MGM Grand. c::) 

Richard Moreno, Nevada Magazine's 
publisher wonders if Wa yne Newton's 
"Danke Schoen" should be a state anthem. 
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10 GREAT 

Nevada Performances 
Stars have made show-biz history in the Silver State. 

Twain. Wayne. Barbra. 
John, Paul, George, and 
Ringo. Over the years, the 

biggest names in show business 
have made notable perfor­
mances in Nevada. Following 
are a few of their appearances 
that have become part of Neva­
da lore. 

By Richard Moreno 

1 Artemus Ward : Humorist 
and lecturer Artemus Ward 
appeared a t Maguire's Opera 

House in Virginia City in De­
cember 1863. With his homespun 
wit and caustic tongue, Ward 
made a big impression on ev­
eryone in the audience, includ­
ing Territorial Enterprise reporter 
Mark Twain, who was so in­
spired that a month later he 
made his first appearance as a 
lecturer in Carson City The talk 
was a huge success and marked 

The Rat Pack: Peter Lawford, Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin, Sammy Davis, Jr. , and Joey Bishop. 

the beginning of Twain's remarkable 
career as a humorist. 

2 Emma Nevada: The Silver State's 
first significant home-grown enter­
tainer was Emma Wixom, who 

gained international fame in the 1880s 
as the opera singer Emma 
Nevada. Emma grew up 
in Austin, and her talents 
were first noticed there 
when she sang with a 
church choir. She later 
had great success as an 
opera star in Europe. On 
Dece.r:nber 7, 1885, she 
made a triumphant return 
to Austin, performing to 
standing-room -onl y 
crowds in the Methodist 
Church. 

bandleader Ted Lewis, a major 1930s 
and 40s radio and recording star, be­
gan a one-week engagement at the Com­
mercial for which he was paid $12,000. 
There was no cover charge, and beers 
were a nickel. Lewis, who loved to gam­
ble, lost more than he earned during his 

stay at the Commercial 
and had to sign an IOU 
promising to perform 
again to settle his debts 
(which he did). 

3 
Ted Lewis: Nevada's 
first big-name head­
liner didn't perform in 

Reno or Las Vegas but at 
the Commercial Hotel in 
Elko. On April 26, 1941, 

Pioneering Lena Horne 
played the Flamingo in 47 

4 
Lena Horne: While 
African-American 
performers had ap­

peared previously in 
Nevada (including the 
Mills Brothers at Las Ve­
gas' Nevada Biltmore in 
1946), Lena Horne was 
the first to headline at a 
major hotel when she ap­
peared at Bugsy Siegel's 
Flamingo in January 1947 
The first racially inte­
grated major resort was 
the Moulin Rouge in Las 
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Vegas, which opened in May 1955 with 
the "Tropi-Can-Can" floor show that 
included young dancers Maurice and 
Gregory Hines. 

5 Elvis Presley: Long associated with 
Las Vegas as an entertainer, Elvis 
bombed when he first performed at 

the New Frontier in April 1956 (see page 
10). Elvis' teen followers were too young 
for the Vegas scene, and he was too loud 
for the older folks. His audience had 
grown up by the time he made his Las 
Vegas comeback in 1969. 

6 The Rat Pack: Few engagements 
have been as magical as the three 
weeks in January 1960 when Frank 

Sinatra, Sammy Davis, Jr., Dean Mar­
tin, Joey Bishop, and Peter Lawford­
collectively called the Rat Pack or the 
Clan-performed nightly during the 
"Summit Meeting at the Sands." The 
five entertainers, all of whom were big 
stars in the early 1960s (hence the "sum­
mit" name), were in Las Vegas to film 
the movie Ocean's Eleven. 

(Continued on page 77) 
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D,SCOVER NEVADA'S GHOST TOWNS 

GHOST TOWNS 
NEVADA MAGAZINE CLASSICS 

A brand-new limited collector's edition contains Nevada Magazine's best 
ghost town-themed issues of the last 25 years. Order now because only 

100 copies of these numbered hard-cover collector volumes will ever be made. 
#NMC2, $39.95 

-------~---------------------------
ORDER FORM 

Your Address: 

Name __________________________ _ 

Address ________________________ __ 

City __________________________ _ 

State _____ Zip ______________ _ 

Method of Payment: 
Note: Sorry, no bitt me's on merchandise. 

$10 minimum on credit card orders. 

Check Enclosed 0 
Charge My: VISA MasterCard 0 

#-----------------------------
Card Expires ____________________ _ 

~ 
Clip order form and send to: Nevada Magazine , 
1800 Hwy. 50 E., Suite 200, Carson City, NV 89710 

ITEM CODE PRICE QTY. 

Ghost Town Classics NMC2 $39.95 

Ghost Town Map GTM $5.50 

Nevada's Living Ghost Towns LGT $4.95 

Shipping and hand l ing charges 

SUBTOTAL 

Shipping and handling lor U.S. addresses TOTAL IL..-___ ...J 

Product Total Add 
$6.00 & under $1 .50 
$6.01 to $15.00 $3.00 
$15.01 to $30.00 $3.50 
$30.01 to $50.00 $4.00 

Foreign orders: Please multi­
ply shipping and handling 
charges by three. 

Signature $50.01 & over $5.50 L _ ___ _ _ _ ___ _ __________________________ ~ 

GHOST TOWN MAP 
You can locate long­
forgotten towns like 
Metropolis and Bullfrog 
with NEVADA's Ghost 
Towns and Hi toric Site 
Map. It pinpoints mining 
camps that once were 
thriving cities and lists 
parks, museums, and 
vacation hot lines. 
#GTM, $5.50 

~ 
~ NEVADA'S 
LIVING GHOST TOWNS 

NEVADA'S LIVING 
GHOST TOWNS 
A concise and well­
illustrated guide book, 
" evada's Living Ghost 
Towns" will introduce 
you to some of the state's 
most picturesque-and 
historic-living ghost 
towns. This booklet 
highlights the history 
and legends surrounding 
nine of evada's living 
ghost towns-ranging 
from Austin to Rhyolite 
to Virginia City-with 
brief descriptions of 
another dozen. 32 pages, 
5-1/2" x 8-112" format. 
#LGT, 4.95 
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SPOTLIGHT 

Native Traditions 
Crow Indian Hank Real Bird spins a tale of ropin' and ranchin' at the event. 

Poems on the Range 
The Elko Cowboy Poetry Gathering is an annual rhymer's roundup. 

E 
lko's Cowboy Poetry Gather­
ing, with its rambunctious past 
and promising future, enters 
its second decade this January 

Being an ll-year-old, it likes to ride 
horses, quite often doesn' t comb its 
hair, whoops and hollers every 
chance it gets, and is jampacked with 
surprises. 

The gathering's staff spends all 
year sweating the details from its 
offices in Elko's historic downtown 
Pioneer Hotel-now the Western 
Folklife Center-wrangling togeth­
er this la te-January showcase of 
everything Cowboy 

And Indian, as it happens. This 

Photo: C.J . Hadley 

By Lin Anderson 

year's event, scheduled for January 
21-28, puts the spotlight on the a­
tive American ranching tradition. 
Exhibits and performances during 
the gathering will honor the cow-

At Cowboy Poetry, hats are 
for the most part worn by 

real cowboys, not computer 
programmers trying to 

impress their dates. 

boying ways of the Shoshone, Paiute, 
Tohono O'odham, Crow, Apache, 
Kiowa, and Comanche people. 

The week-long event, held in what 
is normally the coldest, most bitter­
ly forbidding time of year in North­
eastern Nevada, is one of the last true 
American festivals. It's as if the Mag­
nificent Seven took some time off 
from rescuing beleaguered villages 
and reckoned they'd host a little 
Woodstock. 

Thousands of poetry and music 
aficionados pour into Elko, where 
every hotel and motel is jammed. 
(Some advice: If you're going, make 
your lodging reserva tions now .) 
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Songs ofthe West 
Ian Tyson puts poetry 
to music as he 
performs an ode to 
ranchers and 
cowboys. 

Poets Young and Old Yee Hah! 
Elko County's Waddie Mitchell talks to cowboy poetry fans. Too Slim, of Riders in the Sky, sings from the heart. 

Hats are everywhere. I mean every­
where. Elko has, over the past several 
years, become more cosmopolitan, 
which means ball caps outnumber cow­
boy hats about 35 to one. More's the 
pity. But at Cowboy Poetry time, you'll 
see more cowboy ha ts than a t a Garth 
Brooks concert. The difference is, of 
course, that these hats are for the most 
part worn by real cowboys, not 
computer programmers trying to 
impress their dates. 

After all, real cowboys are what 
this event is about. It's no accident 
tha t the ga thering is held a t the end 
of January That's when ranching 
chores slow down and genuine, 
working cowboys have a chance 
to get together, swap stories and 
poems, strum a few guitars, and 
celebra te the things tha t make them 
unique. 

That's the heart of it, most often 
found during the daytime sessions, 
where first-time reciters join their 
more experienced counterparts in 
spinning rhyming tales (sometimes 
set to music) of what it's like to be 
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out there, a single humanoid dot astride 
a horse, outnumbered by the bovine 
herd, beset by the elements, and not 
wanting it any other way 

While the daytime sessions are most­
ly informal affairs, the nighttime per­
formances are polished and profes­
sional and rife with the stars of the 
genre. These shows-held in the 1,000-

Bard Watching 
Guest passes and tickets for the 11th an­
nual Elko Cowboy Poetry Gathering can 
be reserved and purchased from the West­
ern Folklife Center, 702-738-7508. 

A three-day guest pass costs $15 and 
includes a program book and guest-pass 
pin. A one-day pass is $8 (book and pin 
must be purchased separately). Call the 
Western Folklife Center for information 
on evening performance ticket prices and 
availability For hotel and motel infor­
mation call the Elko Chamber of Com­
merce, 702-738-7135.-Lin Anderson 

seat Elko Convention Center theater­
sell out fast. 

The ga thering' s list of highlights for 
1995 begins on Saturday, January 21, 
with the opening of an exhibit of "Im_ 
ages, Trappings, and Regalia of the In­
dian Cowboy" at the Western Folklife 
Center That evening poet Waddie 
Mitchell of Jiggs gets the show on the 

trail, hosting the Cowboy Poetry 
Gathering Preview at the Elko 
Convention Center. 

The event gets rolling in earnest 
on Wednesday, January 25, at 4 
p.m. with the Cowboy Cocktail 
Music Hour at the Folklife Center. 
At 8 p.m. Ian Tyson and special 
guests perform traditional and 
ough t-to-be traditional cowboy 
airs at the Convention Center. 

From then until the event draws 
to its Saturday-night close, there 
are open poetry sessions, music 
jamborees, and dances (including 
the chicken scratch cowboy dance 
and the cowboy fandango). There 
also are special events like "In 
Praise of the Horse," a collection 

Photos: C.J. Hadley (top left and right) . Kate Buller (bottom left) 



There are special events 
like "In Search 

of the Bull," an aptly 
named performance 
of humorous tales. 

of recitations devoted to Triggers, as 
well as "In Search of the Bull," an apt­
ly named performance of humorous 
tales. 

If you thought-or hoped-that 
Cowboy Poetry was immune from 
the current yen for coffee houses (like 
alternative rock, another Seattle­
launched trend that induces the 
shakes), there is a Cowboy Coffee­
house on Friday, January 27, at 8 p.m. 
at the Convention Center. You'll like­
ly hear the phrase" cuppa joe" one too 
many times. 

Also featured are workshops on 
subjects ranging from rawhide braid­
ing and ranch remedies to cowboy 
cooking and the how-tos of poetry 
itself. As with the nighttime shows, 
ordering advance tickets is actively 
urged-some workshops are limited 
to as few as 12 people. 

Outside the performance arena, 
merchants present an array of items, 
which, to stray outside the cowboy 
vernacular, can only be described as 
"exceedingly cool." Bring the plastic. 

And the camera, one hastens to add. 
The Cowboy Poetry Gathering is one 
of those places where photographic 
opportunities don't just abound-you 
pretty much have to beat them off 
with a stick. Very seldom do you find 
so many expressive faces and au­
thentic regalia in one place. 

Be advised that the gathering is 
often a 24-hour proposition. Those 
folks who visit Elko's saloons and 
hotel-casinos after hours will likely 
stumble across jam sessions and im­
promptu poetry readings tha t will be 
as memorable in their own right as 
those of the more organized variety 
Should you be tempted to sing along, 
go right ahead. 

This is, after all, the place for that 
sort of thing. 

Elko writer Lin Anderson thinks the in­
formation superhighway needs more cow­
boy poetry and dirt roads. 

ROOM PACKAGES FROM: 

$39g9. 
GREAT MIDWEEK SPECIALS! 

WE BOOK FOR All MAJOR HOTElS & CASINOS, 
CAR RENTALS AND WEDDINGS 

1-800-94-ROOMS 
LAS VEGAS RESERVATION NETWORK 1-800-947-6667 
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NEVADA EVENTS AND ENTERTAINMENT 

Las Vegas Territory 

The Radio City Musie Hall Roekettes bring their high-kiekin' show to the Flamingo Hilton. Their engagement begins February 1. 

EVENTS 
January 
Family Folklore Exhibit, thruJan.l, photos from 

the Smithsonian Institution Traveling Exhi­
bition Service, Clark County Heritage Muse­
um, Henderson, 455-7955 

"Cinderella," thru Jan. 2, Cashman Field, 222-
0112 

Contemporary Arts Collective Photography 
Show, thru Jan. 3, Spring Valley Library, 368-
4411 

Clark County School District Art Show, thru Jan. 
8, West Charleston Library, 878-3682 

Art Show thru Jan. 18, works by Laughlin High 
School students, Laughlin Library, Laughlin, 
298-1081 

Art Sho.w, thru Jan. 18, works by Kenneth Addi­
son, Reed Whipple Cultural Center, 229-6211 

Art Show, thru Jan. 25, landscapes by Michael 
Graves, Clark County Library, 733-7810 

Art Show, thru Jan. 29, artwork by Rancho High 

Nevada Events is a section of Nevada Magazine. 
To list an event, contact Events Editor Melissa 
Cronin Loomis, 1800 Highway 50 East,Suite2oo, 
Carson City, NV 89710; phone 702-687-5416, fax 
702-687-6159. Nevada Magazi ne (ISSN 0199-
1248) is published bimonthly by the State of Neva­
da. Subscription rates for Nevada Magazine are 
$14.95 for one year, U.s.; $19.95 Foreign. To sub­
scribe call toll-free, 1-800-669-1002. 
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School students, West Las Vegas Library, 647-
2118 

Art Show, thru Feb. 5, artwork by Rundle Ele­
mentary School students, Sunrise Library, 453-
1104 

Art Show, thru Feb. 7, mixed media by artist Lorne 
Cramer, Green Valley Library, Henderson, 
435-1840 

Art Show, thru Feb. 8, mixed media works by 
Phoenix artist Carolyn Lavender, Charleston 

Heights Arts Center, 229-6383 
Art Show, thru Feb. 12, artwork by Cheyenne 

High School students, Summerlin Library, 
256-5111 

Las Vegas-Clark County Library District Staff 
Art Show, thru Feb. 14, Rainbow Library, 243-
7323 

"Unspeakable Places," Jan. I-Feb. 21, artist Mark 
Andrew's vision of the Southwest, Whitney 
Library,454-4575 

HOT LINES 
Charleston Heights Arts Center: Films, art 

exhibits, chamber music, 386-6383 
Fern Adair Conservatory of the Arts: Ballet, 

musicals, theater, 458-7575 
Las Vegas Thunder: International Hockey 

League, Jan. 3 v. Denver Grizzlies, Jan. 10 
v. Cleveland Lumberjacks, Jan. 13 v. Cincin­
nati Cyclones, Jan. 20 v. Phoenix Road­
runners, Jan. 21 v. Minnesota Moose, Jan. 
24 v. Chicago Wolves, Jan. 27 v. Houston 
Aeros, Feb. 7 v. Milwaukee Admirals, Feb. 
10-11 v. Kansas City Blades, Feb. 14 v. At­
lanta Knights, Feb. 17 v. Fort Wayne 
Comets, Feb. 21 v. Indianapolis lee, Feb. 
24 v. Phoenix Roadrunners, Feb. 25 v. Peo­
ria Rivermen, Feb. 28 v. Detroit Vipers, 
March 3 v. Ka lamazoo Wings, March 13 v. 
San Diego Gulls, Thomas and Mack Cen­
ter, UNLV 798-7825 

Nevada Division of State Parks: Hikes, tours, 
stargazing, campfire programs at 21 parks 
around the state, District VI, Las Vegas, 
486-5126 

NHL Hockey (tentative): St. Louis Blues v. 
Anaheim Mighty Ducks, Feb. 9; St. Louis 
Blues v. Los Angeles Kings, March 2, MGM 
Grand Garden, 891-1111 

Reed Whipple Cultural Center: Concerts, film 
festivals, melodramas, 386-6211 

UNLV Basketball: Jan. 7v. UC Irvine, Jan. 26 
v. Pacific, Jan. 28 v. San Jose State, Feb. 16 
v. Utah State, Feb. 18 v. Nevada-Reno, Feb. 
20 v. New Mexico State, March 2 v. Santa 
Barbara, March 4 v. Long Beach State, 
Thomas and Mack Center, UNL V, 739-3267 

UNL V Concerts: Music and dance, 739-3101 
For chamber of commerce and convention 

center phone numbers, see page E-34 



Photo Exhibit,Jan. 2-31, by photojournalist Myra 
Ehrake, Lo tCity Museum, Overton, 397-2193 

Poker Dealers World Championship, Jan. 4, kicks 
off the annual Four Queen Poker Classic on 
Jan . 5-26, Four Queens, 385-4011 

Four Queens Poker Classic, Jan . 5-26, $3-million 
prize pool, Four Queens, 385-4011 

Dr. Martin LutherKing, Jr. Week, Jan. 7-16, King 
Tennis Tournament, youth night, interfa ith 
serv ice, jazz night, lOa m parade on Jan. 14, 
banquet, cultural fes tiva l, various locations 
throughout Las Vegas, 631-1913 

Senior Theatre USA, Jan. 9-13, senior ad ult the­
ater groups from across the na tion present 
productions, Judy Bayley and Black Box the­
aters, U LV 895-3801 

Terrence FalTell Concert, Jan. 11, 8pm, Ham Hall, 
UNL V 895-3801 

Romanticize Realism, Jan. 12-March 5, exhibi­
tion of Char les Rodgers' medieva l-inspired 
paintings of the manuscripts of Sir Thomas 
Malory, Spring Valley Library, 368-4411 

Chamber Music Southwest, Jan. 13, 7:30pm, 
recital by prize-winning soprano Teresa San­
tiago, Ham Hall, U LV, 895-3801 

Home Remodeling and Decorating Show, Jan. 
13-15, Cashman Field, 434-4444 

"Jeffrey," Jan. 13-22, Paul Rudnick's play about 
the victory of love and friendship in the time 
of AIDS, Flamingo Libra ry, 647-7469 

Sound Trek Concert, Jan. 14, 8pm, evada Sym­
phony Orchestra performs contemporary 
chamber mu ic, Summerlin Performing Art 
Center, 792-4337 

Big Band Dance,Jan .14, Walter Boenig Big Band, 
7pm, $5, Charles ton Heights Arts Center 
Ballroom, 229-6383 

Jim Shaw: Dream Drawings, Jan. 16-Feb. 17 
Donna Bea m Gallery, UNLV 895-3893 

A Tribute to the Art of John Lennon, Jan. 19-25, 
exhibition and sale of selected pieces of art­
work by the late John Lennon, featuring more 
than 50 erigraphs, signed lithographs, and 
origina l drawings, 10am-9pm Thurs.-Sa t., 
10am-6pm Sun., lmperial Palace, 800-477-5630 

"Damn Yankees," Jan. 20-22 and 25-29, 8pm, Sun­
day matinees at2pm, Charleston Heights Arts 
Center, 657-5000 

Oz Rendezvous '95, Jan. 20-22, appea rance by 
Mickey Carroll , an origina l munc.hkin from 
TIle Wizard a/Oz, autograph signing and pho­
togra phs, Oz anima tronic and live characters, 
Haunted Fore t, collector' exchange, MGM 
Grand, 891-2075 or 314-27l-2727 

Black and White Ball, Jan. 21, fund-raiser for the 
evada Dance Thea tre, Las Vega Hilton, 732-

3838 
Nevada Symphony Orchestra Concert, Jan. 21, 

10:30am concert especially for chi ldren, 8pm 
concert for ad ults, featuring pianist Santiago 
Rod riguez, Ham Hall , U LV, 792-4337 

Blind Boys of Alabama Gospel Concert, Jan . 22, 
7:30pm, Clark County Library, 455-8200 

Travel Fair, Jan. 22, Cashman Field, 251-5552 
$175,000 Showboat PBA Invitational, Jan. 22-28, 

36th annual, Professional Bowlers Associa­
tion tour stop, free admission, Showboa t, 385-
9190 

War Toys, Jan. 22-March 19, Bella Feldman's col­
lection of metal and wood sculptures, sati ri­
cal commentary on militarism, Reed Whipple 
Cu ltural Center, 229-6211 

American Mothers Show, Jan. 24-Feb. 19, annu­
a l juried a rt competition sponsored by the 

evada Mothers Association, reception 5-7pm 
onJan . 24, West Charleston Library, 878-3682 

Thespians perform during the Senior 
Theatre USA at UNLV in Januanj. 

Chili Supper, Jan. 26, ga mes, entertainment, and 
ca ke walk, 5pm, Mirabelli Community Cen­
ter, 229-6359 

Vegas Ladies, Jan. 27-March 12, exhibit of iris 
Bernikow' female form in terling si lver 
jewelry, Clark County Library, 733-7810 

Snowbox Derby, Jan. 28, sixth annual, 9am -1pm, 
YMCA fund raiser, wacky race with home­
madesnowboxe on the slopes of Lee Canyon 
Ski Area, Mount Charleston, 877-9622 

Gun and Knife Show, Jan . 28-29, Cashman Field, 
525-3266 

February 
Black History Month Exhibit, Feb. 1-Marc.h 12, 

memorabilia of Ida B. Wells-Barnett, a founder 
of AACP reception 5-7pm on Feb. 1, West 
Las Vegas Library, 647-2118 

"The Front Page," Feb. 2-5 and 8-12, comedy, 
8pm, 2pm Sun., Dept. of Theatre Arts, Judy 
Bayley Theatre, UNL V 895-3801 

"More Stories of the Silver State," Feb. 3-5 and 
10-12, collection of evada history, tall tales, 
and music, Rainbow Company Children's 
Theatre, Reed Whipple Cultural Center, 229-
6553 

Challenge of Champions Ballroom Dance Cham­
pionships, Feb. 3-5, Harrah 's Las Vegas, 367-
8194 

Las Vegas International Marathon and Half­
Marathon, Feb. 4, 29th annual race, finish line 
in the south parking lot of Vaca tion Village, 
$57,000 in prize money, 876-3870 

"The Student Prince," Feb. 4, 8pm, Feb. 5, 2pm, 
evada Opera Thea tre prod uction, Ham Ha II, 

UNL V 895-3801 
Ma.rdi Gras Galore, Feb. 4, c.J. Chenier and the 

Red Hot Louisiana Band, zydeco music, 8pm, 
tickets $8/$10, optional Cajun food sa mpler 
buffet at an additional cost, Charleston Heights 
Arts Center Ball room, 229-6383 

Afri can-American Cultural Arts Festival, Feb. 
4-5, second annual, ethnic food, Poetry in Mo­
tion recital group, 10am-5pm, held at the cor­
ners of Jack on, H, and Van Buren streets, 
647-2242 or 649-2238 

BridaJ Spectacular, Feb. 4-5, Ca hman Field, 258-
0188 

Las Vegas Civic Symphony Concert, Feb. 5, 2pm, 
free, Reed Whipple Cultural Center, 229-6211 

A Moment: A Point of View, Feb. 7-Marc.h 26, 
recent work of photographer Rick Holmes, 
Sunrise Library, 453-1104 

Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, Feb. 9, conduct­
ed by Yuri Temirkanov, 8pm, $27.50/$37.50 
tickets, Performing Arts Center, UNLV 895-
3801 

Distant Echoes, Feb. 9-March 28, arti t Sy Col­
lier's acrylics of his to ricaJ African-American 
subjects, reception 5-7pm on Feb. 9, Green VaJ­
ley Libra ry, 4351840 

"Lips Togethe r, Teeth Apart," Feb. 10-19, 
Su m merl in Performing Arts Cen ter, 647-7469 

Antiquarian and Used Book Fair, Feb. 11-12, 
more than 100 antiquaria n and u ed book 
dealers from the U.s. and Canada, Las Vegas 
Convention Center, 384-5838 

Art Show, Feb. 12-March 22, black-and-white 
photographs of dance images by Las Vegan 
Mary Scodwell, Charleston Heights ArtsCen­
ter, 229-6383 

St. Valentine's Day Dance, Feb. 13, ballroom 
dancing to big band in a smoke-free, alcohol­
free environment, Las Vegas Senior Citizens 
Center, 229-6454 

Going to Pieces Jigsaw Puzzle Contes t, Feb. 13-
18, a timed con test for all ages, Clark County 
Community Center, 455-2838 

Sierra Winds Valentine's Day Recital, Feb. 14, 
8pm, Judy Bayley Theatre, UNLV 895-3801 

Once Upon a Time in the West, Feb. 16-Marc.h 
19, Michael Plyler's black-a nd-w hite pho­
tographs of Nevada, Utah, and CalHornia, re­
ception 5-7pm on Feb. 16,Summerlin Library, 
256-5111 

"Visions and Images," Feb. 16-April 23, Phyllis 
Sperber's paintings, reception 5-7pm on Feb. 
16, Rainbow Libra ry, 243-7323 

African-American History Celebration, Feb. 17 
and 19, gospel music and upbeat spiritual en­
te rtainment, Doolittle Community Center, 
229-6374 

Nevada Symphony Orchestra Concert for Kids, 
Feb. 18, athan Tannenbaum hosts perfor­
mance of Tchaikovsky's "Romeo and Juliet 
Fantasy-Overture," 10:30am, Ha m Hall, 
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UNL V 792-4337 
Nevada Symphony Orchestra Concert, Feb. 18, 

8pm, featuring pianist EtheUa Chupryk, Ham 
Hall, UNLV 792-4337 

Ririe-Woodbury Dance Group, Feb. 18, 8pm, 
Judy Bayley Theatre, UNL V 895-3801 

Young at Heart Club's Fifth Birthday Celebra­
tion, Feb. 21, crowning of the king and queen 
of the Young at Heart Club, Eldorado, Hen­
derson,564-1811 

Educators as Artists, Feb. 21-April 9, works by 
Art Teachers of Southern evada, West 
Cha rleston Library, 878-3682 

Ballet Chicago, Feb. 22, 8pm, Ham Hall, UNL V 
895-3801 

Best of NCC 1994, Feb. 23-March 19, juried ex­
hibit of work by Nevada Camera Club mem­
bers, reception 5 to 7pm, Feb. 23, Whitney 
Library, 454-4575 

"Sleeping Beauty, Act III: Aurora's Wedding" 
and "Petrushka," Feb. 23-26, Nevada Dance 
Thea tre production, Judy Bayley Thea tre, 
UNLV,732-3838 

1995 Bottle and Collectors Show, Feb. 24-26, 
Jackie Gaughan's Plaza, 452-1263 

Klezmer Returns!, Feb. 25, Klezmer Conserva­
tory Band, eclectic brand of Yiddish vocal­
instrumental music, 7:30pm, Ham Hall, UNL V 
895-3801 

Tae-Kwon-Do Competition, Feb. 25, Cashman 
Field, 386-7110 

Choreographers Showcase, Feb. 25-26, 16th an­
nual, Las Vegas choreographers present new 
works, $8/$10 tickets, 2pm, Charleston 
Heights Arts Center, 229-6383 

Train Show, Feb. 25-26, Cashman Field, 834-0652 
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UNL V Orchestra Concert, Feb. 26, 2pm, Ham 
Hall, UNLV 895-3801 

" Das Pop," Feb. 27-March 31, art exhibit, Donna 
Beam Gallery, UNL V 895-3893 

March 
Master Series Presents Itzhak Perlman, March 

2, 8pm, Performing Arts Center, UNL V 895-
3801 

Dance Arts Gala, March 3-4, University Dance 
Theatre performance, Judy Bayley Theatre, 
UNL V 895-3827 

Winifred Haun Concert, March 3-4, artist-in-res­
idence, Judy Bayley Theatre, UNL V, 895-3827 

Arvada Gun Club Shoot, March 3-5, gun club 
event, Si Redd's Oasis Resort, Mesquite, 346-
5232 

Craft Festival, March 3-5, Cashman Field, 386-
7110 

Sweet Honey in the Rock Concert, March 4, an 
a cappella ensemble of African-American 
women, 8pm, $8/$10 tickets, Charleston 
Heights Arts Center, 229-6383 

Kite Karnival, March 4, Freedom Park, 229-6729 
Las Vegas Woodwind Quintet, March 5, 2pm, 

free, Reed Whipple Cultural Center, 229-6211 

COMING EVENTS 
Clark County Fair, April 6-9, Logandale, 

398-3247 
Henderson Industrial Days, April 22-29, 

565-8951 
USA Wrestling National Championship, May 

2-7 Las Vegas, 781-3818 

Spring Jamboree and Crafts Fair, May 5-7 
Boulder City, 293-2034 

Clark County Artists Show, May 13, Boulder 
City, 293-2034 

Mesquite Days, May 22-27 346-2902 
Damboree, July 4, Boulder City, 293-2034 
Mesquite July Fourth Celebration, Ju ly 4, 

346-2902 
Billiard Congress of America National 8-Ball 

Tournament, July 20-22, Las Vegas, 351-2112 

SHOWGUIDE 
Jean 

Gold Strike Hotel, 477-5000 or 800-634-1359: 
Tease, thru Jan. 1 

Nevada Landing, 387-5000 or 800-628-6682: Sound 
Chaser, thru Jan. 1 

Las Vegas 
Aladdin, 736-0240: "Country Tonite," revue, indf. 

(dark Tues.); Theatre for the Performing Arts: 
Barry Manilow, Dec. 31 

Arizona Charlie's, 258-5200: "Naughty Lady Re­
vue," indf. (dark Mon.); Palace Grand Theatre: 
Jerry Blake and his Orchestra, Dec. 31 

Bally's, 739-4567 or 800-237-SHOW: Jubilee TIle­
aler:"J ubilee!" indio (dark Fri.); Celebrity Room: 
George Carlin, thru Jan. 1; Panda Lounge: Vivid 
Image, thru Jan. 1 

Boomtown, 800-588-7711: Rattlesnake Ricky's 
Lounge: Entertainment TBA 

Boulder Station, 432-7777 or 800-683-7777: En­
terta inment TBA 

THE 
LITTLE CHURCH 

OF THE WEST 
On the Grounds of the HACIENDA HOTEL 
3960 LAS VEGAS BLVD . SOUTH, LAS VEGAS 

Las Vegas ' Famous Chapel of the Stars 
Since 1942 

739-7971 
Complete Wedding license Information 

'* FLOWERS '* RECORDINGS 
'* PHOTOS 



Bourbon Street, 737-7200: Entertain­
mentTBA 

Caesars Palace, 731-7333 or 800-445-
4544: Smokey Robinson, thruJan.l; 
Tony Bennett, Jan . 11-15; George 
Burns, Jan. 19-22; David Copper­
field, Jan. 27-Feb. 9; Johnny Math­
is / Jeannine Burnier, Feb. 10-14; 
Natalie Cole, Feb . 16-19; Moody 
Blues, Feb. 23-26; Howie Mandel, 
March 2-5; Dionne Warwick / Burt 
Bacharach, March 10-12 

Circus Circus, 734-0410: Free circus 
acts, 11am-midnight 

Continental, 737-5555: Lounge: My 
Brother-N-Me, Dec. 31, Entertain­
mentTBA 

Debbie Reynolds Hollywood Hotel, 
733-2243 or 800-633-1777: Debbie 
Reynolds featuring the Uptown 
Country Singers, Tues.-Sat. and Sun. 
matinee at 3pm 

Eldorado, Henderson, 564-1811: Mar­
garitaville Lounge: Desert Wind, thru 
Jan. 1; Pam Nickels, Jan. 4-15; Mi­
lan, Jan. 18-29 

Excalibur, 597-7600: "King Arthur's 
Tournament," indf.; Wild Bills Sa­
loon and Steakhouse: Country Knights, 
indf. (dark Tues.); Jumpin' Boots, 
thru Jan. 22; Minstrel's Theatre Lounge: 
Far East, thru Jan. 23; Next Move­
ment, thru Jan. 22 

Ventriloquist Ronn Lucas, Scorch, and others appear 
afternoons at the Flamingo Hilton Laughlin. 

Fiesta Casino, North Las Vegas, 631-7000: Old 
San Francisco Steakhouse and Dance Hall: Jason 
Lugo and Bluehorn, Jan. 10-22; Randy An-

derson,Jan. 24-Feb.5; Wheels, Feb. 7-19; Wood 
Brothers, Feb. 21-26; Jason Lugo and Bluehorn, 
Feb. 28-March 12 

Fitzgeralds, 388-2400 or 800-274-LUCK 
(U.s. outside Nevada): Don Cloe 
and Laura Garlick/ Anthony Mic­
co and Peggy Micco, indf. (dark 
Thurs.) 

Flamingo Hilton, 733-3333: Flamingo 
Showroom: Radio City Music Hall 
Rockettes, Feb. l-indf.; Bugsy's 
Celebrity Theatre: "Twist 'n' Shout: 
The Ultimate Beatles Revue," indf., 
(dark Thurs.) 

Four Queens, 385-4011 or 800-634-
6045: Monday Night Jazz, indf. 

Gold Coast, 367-7111: East Lounge: Sor­
ta Dixie Jazz Band, indf. (dark Mon.) 

Golden Nugget, 386-8100: "Country 
Fever," look-alike musical revue, 
indf. (dark Wed.) 

Gold Strike Inn, between Boulder City 
and Hoover Dam, 293-5000 or 800-
245-6380: Tease, thru Jan. 1 

Hacienda, 739-8911: Lance Burton: 
World Champion Magician, indf. 
(dark Mon.); Bolero Lounge: David 
St. David, thru Jan. 15 

Harrah's Las Vegas, 369-5222 or 800-
392-9002: "Spellbound: A Concert 
of Illusion," indf. (dark Sun.) 

Imperial Palace, 794-3261 or 800-351-
7400: "Legends in Concert," indf. 
(dark Sun.) 

Jackie Gaughan's Plaza, 386-2464 or 
800-634-6575 (U.s. outside Neva­

da): "Hot Rock 'N' Country," ad ul t revue, ind f.; 
"Love Over 40," adult afternoon stage revue 
at 3pm, indf. 
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Quest for the Castle with a casino of legendary splendour. 
Behold 24-hour epic action. Where the dice are always hot. 

Your fortune is in tb.e cards. And by Royal Decree: 
"From machines of plenty fall riches of the Realm. " 

Witness the excitement and circumstance 
of King Arthur 's Tournament. Where brave knights 

perform feats of great strength and skill. 

Dine like roxalty in six glorious restaurants. 
Stroll the Medieval Village with 24 shoppes full of His Majesty's 

treasures. Live the legend of sword and sorcery in the lal? of modern 
luxury. All at a price that's magically medieval. 

' ... • The riches of the realm await you. 

• • • ,," 
800-937 -7777 

24-Hrs. Toll-Free. 

In evacla Call 702-597-7700 

~("!'su'r HOTEL! CASINO I LAS VEGAS 
A Circus Circus Enterprise 

L~ttle Chapel of the Flowers 
! 

A Wedding Chapel 
with Traditional 

Class & Style 

(702) 735-4331 
(800)843-2410 

FAX: (702)735-8577 
I v,s. · 1 1717 S. Las Vegas Blvd., Las Vegas, NV 89104 
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Joker's Wild, Henderson, 564-8100: Against All 
Odds, Dec. 28-Jan. 1; Karaoke on Tues., indf.; 
Live entertainment Wed .-Sun. 

King 8 Hotel, 736-8988: Phlash, thru Jan. 1 
Lady Luck, 477-3000 or 800-523-9582: Melinda, 

the First Lady of Magic, indf. (dark Mon.) 
Las Vegas Hilton, 732-5755 or 800-ST ARLIGHT: 

Andrew Lloyd Webber's "Starlight Express," 
indf. (dark Mon.); Kristine and the Sting, indf. 

Luxor, 262-4000 or 800-288-1000: TBA 
Maxim, 731-4300 or 800-634-6987: "Comed y 

Max," comedy nightclub; "Calendar Girls," 
late-night adult revue (dark Thurs.) 

MGM Grand, 891-7777 or 800-929-1111: Holly­
wood Theatre: Four Tops, Jan. 5-18; Gladys 
Knight, Jan. 19-Feb. 1; Tom Jones, Feb. 2-15; 
Randy Travis, Feb. 16-20; The Righteous Broth­
ers, Feb. 23-Mar. 15; Grand Theatre: "EFX!" star­
ring Michael Crawford, indf.; Catch a Rising 
Star: Comedy Ivarietyclub, indf.; Center Stage 
Cabaret: Clouds, Jan. 2-31 (dark Jan. 8, 15, 22, 
and 29); Santa Fe Lounge: Bobby Dickerson, 
Jan. 1-31 (dark Jan. 9, 16, 23, and 30) 

The Mirage, 792-7777: Siegfried and Roy, mag­
ic spectacular, indf. (dark Wed .) 

O'Sheas Hilton, 737-1343: That's Magic, indf. 
Palace Station, 367-2411 or 800-634-3101: "Roby 

Turner's All Star Variety Show," Mon. nights 
Rio, 252-7776 or 800-888-0400 (continental U.S. 

outside evada): Copaeabana Supper C1l1b The­
ater: "iConga!" m usicaJ, indf. (dark Sun., Mon.) 

Riviera, 794-9301 or 794-9433: Grande Ballroom: 
JeffKutash's "Splash," production show, indf.; 
"An Evening at La Cage," revue, indE. (dark 
Tues.); "Crazy Girls: Sensuality, Passion, and 
Pudgy!" revue, indf. (dark Mon.); "An Evening 
at the lmprov," comedians, thru Jan. 22; "Riv_ 
iera Comedy Club," comedians, indf. (opens 
Jan. 27) 

Sahara, 737-2515: "Boylesque," starring Kenny 
Kerr, indf. (dark Thurs.); "Zsa Zsa GaborCom­
edy Roast," with Sid Caesar, Henny Young­
man, Foster Brooks, Slappy White, Jackie 
Gayle, and Freddie Roman, thru Jan. 1 

Sam's Town, 456-7777: Entertainment TBA 
San Remo, 597-6028 or 800-897-SHOW: "Outra­

geous," adult cabaret show, indf. (dark Sun.) 
Sands, 733-5453 or 800-446-4678: Grand Ballroom: 

EntertainmentTBA; Copa RoolII : "Viva Las Ve­
gas!" indE., 1 and 3:30pm (dark Sat. and Sun.); 
Winners Circle Lounge: Lip Service, thru Jan. 
1; Freddie Bell, thru Jan . 15; Gary Hohman, 
Jan. 16-Feb. 5; Entertainment Committee, Feb. 
15-26; Melissa Spangler, Feb. 27-Mar. 19 

Santa Fe, 658-4900: lee Lounge: Smokey River 
Band, thru Dec. 31 

Sheraton Desert Inn, 733-4566 or 800-634-6909 
(U.s. ou tside evada): Crystal Room: Mel 
Tormel ell Carter, Jan. 1; Starlight Theatre: 
KeelySrnith, Sam Butera and the Wildest, thru 
Feb. 19 (dark Mon.) 

Showboat, 385-9123 or 800-634-3484 (U.s. out­
side Nevada): The JR's, thru Jan. 8 

Stardust, 732-6111 or 800-824-6033 (U.S. and Mex­
ico): " Enter the Night," stage show, indf. (dark 
Tues.); Starlight Lounge: Dave Coady I Phlash, 
thru Jan. 1 (dark Tues.) 

Treasure Island, 894-7111: "Mystere," circus 
theater, indf. (dark Mon., and Jan. 1-2) 

Tropicana, 739-2411: "Folies Bergere," indf. (dark 
Thurs.); "Comedy Stop," comedian, indf. 

Vacation Village, 897-1700 or 800-658-5000: 
Entertainment TBA 

Vegas World, 383-5264 (hotel-casino will close 
indio for remodeling Feb. 1): Bob Anderson, 
singing impressionis t, indf. (dark Thurs.); 
"Memories of Elvis," indf. (dark Thurs.) 



NIGHTLIFE 

Strip Stunts 
By ANN HENDERSON 

A s a pirate in Treasure Island's 
daily swashbuckling sidewalk 

show, Keoni Kramer is lit on fire twice 
a week and blown off his ship's 28-
foot-high rigging several times a day 

Kramer and his shipmates repre­
sent the newest type of Las Vegas en­
tertainer-the stunt man. In a city 
known more for feathered show girls 
than plunging pirates, several ad­
venture-themed shows are appearing 
at resorts hoping to draw family au­
diences. Stunt men (and women) are 
the main ingredients of shows like the 
Excalibur's tournament jousts, the 
Hilton's "Starlight Express," and Cir­
cus Circus' all-you-can-watch big-top 
acts. 

At Treasure Island, hundreds of 
people jam the hotel's wooden walk­
way to watch a spectacularly noisy 
12-minute naval battle between the 
pirate ship Hispaniola and the British 
frigate H.M.S. Britannia. The show uses 
28 stunt men, who play the roles of 
eight pirates and 10 British sailors. 

"We don't want to just amuse the 
audience," says Jewels Love, the ho­
tel's director of entertainment opera­
tions. "We want to scare them. We 
want them to say, 'Wow!'" 

Stunt men are a unique combina­
tion of technician and a th­
lete, according to Love. 
"They hav.e to maintain 
their own stunts and rig­
ging, which demands a 
high level of skill and dis­
cipline not only as actors 
and stunt men, but as spe­
cial-effects experts as 
well," he says. 

While the audience is 
lining up to watch the 
show, Kramer says, the 
stunt men are checking 
and rechecking the equip­
ment. 

Keoni Kramer gets fi red up about his 
stunts during the pirate battle. 

get 100 percent backing on that." 
Kramer's specialty is the body burn 

that visitors can see during the 8:30 
and 10 p.m. battles on Friday and Sat­
urday, a stunt he alternates with a 
fellow high diver, Sonny Tipton. 
Kramer's skin is coated with a flame­
retardant gel while his costume is coat­
ed with a flammable solution. He 
catches on fire when a charge on the 

ship is triggered by remote control. 
When he's not impersona ting a pi­

rate flambeau, Kramer climbs the 
ship's rigging under the skull and 
crossbones, fights another pira te over 
a bag of treasure, and wins the strug­
gle by shoving the shipmate into the 
water. Kramer later gets thrown into 
the drink when an explosion rips 
through the stronghold behind the pi­
rate ship. 

During each performance, 16 tech­
nicians work behind the scenes to or­
chestrate the cannons, explosions, 
falling masts, and sinking-ship finale. 
They also fill the continual need for 
towels and dry costumes after each 
dunking. 

The cast spent about two months 
learning the tightly scripted battle 
plan. Chip Krupe, the show's pro­
duction manager, says they dangled, 
jumped, and perfected hand-to-hand 
combat techniques on wooden repli­
cas a t the former Dunes Hotel. 

Kramer, a 25-year-old native of 
Hawaii who has trained in the mar­
tial arts, has done stunt work for tele­
vision and movies. He says being a 
Las Vegas stunt man offers more than 
just an adrenaline rush-even when 
he's on fire. 

"Every day is different. You never 
know what to expect," he 
says. "Society teaches us 
to be careful, to conform. 
Being a stunt man helps 
me challenge what I've 
been taught. That's when 
you learn to trust your­
self. But," he adds, "I do 
like the adrenaline." 

Battles between the pi­
rate ship Hispaniola and 
the British frigate H.M.5. 
Britannia are waged at 
Treasure Island every 90 
minutes from 5:30 to 11:30 
p.m. daily. Admission is free. 

"If something isn't 
right, we have the au­
thority to cancel a partic­
ular stunt," he says. "We Pirates and pyrotechnics highlight the Treasure Island show. 

Ann Henderson is the Las 
Vegas representative for 
Nevada Magazine. 

Photos: John Gurzinski JAN/FEB 95 NEVADA E·n 
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We extend you an invitation to stay at the Super 8 
Motel. We're located on the Boulder Highway in 
exciting Las Vegas, opposite Sam's Town Casino. We're 
committed to offering you outstanding service and 
accommodations to ensure that your stay is relaxing, 
fun, and fuR of value. See you soon! 

* 24 HOUR RESTAURANT & CASINO ® 

* 150 NEWLY REFURBISHED ROOMS 

* "SNOWBIRD" & SENIOR DISCOUNTS 

* POOL & JACUZZI 

* ALL QUEEN SIZE BEDS 
8 

* LIVE LOUNGE ENTERTAINMENT 

* FREE CABLE IV. 

* GUEST LAUNDRY ROOM 

* NON-SMOKING ROOMS 

* HANDICAPPED ROOMS 

* ELEVATORS 
~ 

N 

A 
8 

* 24 HOUR ARCADE "'=" 8 
5288 BOULDER HWY • LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 8' J 22 

Better known as the Las Vegas "Boulder" Strip 

8 

MT. CHARLESTON 
HOTEL & 
RESTAURANT 

The Great Escape­
Only Minutes 
From Las Vegas! 

• Beautiful Mountain 
Atmosphere 

• Dining Room & Lounge 
• ATV, Jeep, Mtn. Bike, 

Helicopter & Ski Packages 

• Beautiful Wedding Site 
• Banquet & Meeting 

Facilities Available 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 
2 Kyle Canyon Rd, Mt. Charleston , NV 89124 
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Westward Ho, 731-2900: "Hurray, America," 
variety revue, indf. (dark Sat.) 

Laughlin 
Colorado Belle, 298-4000: Big Tiny Little, thru 

May 13; Mickey Finn, Jan. 10-May 14 
Edgewater, 298-2453: Harry James Orchestra, 

Dec. 31 
Flamingo Hilton Laughl in, 298-5028 or 800-435-

8469: Ronn Lucas, Jan. 2-March 3; Mario D' 
Andrea, March 5-April20 

Gold River, 298-2242 or 800-835-7904: "Bottom's 
Up," adult comedy revue, indf. (dark Tues.); 
"Pazazz," dance spectacular, indf. (dark Tues.) 

Golden Nugget Laughlin, 298-7175 or 800-237-
1739 (U.S. outside Nevada): Live entertain­
mentTBA 

Harrah's Laughlin, 298-4600 or 800-447-8700: 
Mariachi Estrella, strolling musicians, daily, 
indf.; Club La Bamba: Enterta.inment nightly 
except Mon. 

Ramada Express, 298-4200: Party Company, thru 
Jan. 15 (dark Mon.) 

Regency, 298-2439: Live entertainment Wed.­
Sun., TBA 

Riverside Resort, 298-2535 or 800-227-3849 ext. 
616 (U.s. outside Nevada): Mel Tillis, Jan.1; 
Charlie Prose, Jan. 5-9; Boots Randolph and 
John and Donald Mills of the Mills Bros., Jan. 
28-Feb. 1; Smothers Brothers, March 3-8 

Mesquite 
Si Redd's Peppermill Oasis Resort, 346-5232 
Virgin River, 346-7777 or 800-346-7721 

State Line 
Buffalo Bill's, 382-1111 
Primadonna, 382-1212 or 800-826-4471: Enter­

tainment TBA 
Whiskey Pete's, 382-1212 or 800-367-7383: En­

tertainment TBA 

GAMING 
TOURNAMENTS 

January 
Poker, Jan. 2-26, Four Queens, 385-4011 
Video Poker, Jan. 10-12, Ramada Express, 

Laughlin, 298-6231 
Slots, Jan. 12-14, Sands, 733-5000 
Slots, Jan. 13-15, Tropicana, 739-2222 
Slots and Keno, Jan. 15, Flamingo Hilton Las 

Vegas, 733-3117 
Video Poker, Jan. 20-22, Tropicana, 739-2222 
Slots, Jan. 24-27 Hacienda, 739-8911 

February 
Slots, Feb. 5 and 12, Flamingo Hilton Las Vegas, 

733-3117 
Slots, Feb. 9-12, Fitzgeralds, 388-2148 
Slots, Feb. 28-March 2, Ramada Express, 

Laughlin,298-6231 

ATTRACTIONS, 
TOURS & MUSEUMS 

Boulder City 
Black Canyon Raft Tours: 1297 evada Hwy., 

293-3776 
Boulder City Histo ric Dis trict: Walking tour, 

1497 Nevada Hwy., 293-2034 



PREVIEW 

A Beatle's 
Collection 

The late John Lennon's mini­
malist pen-and-ink sketches 

will be on display January 19-22 
at the Imperial Palace. 

The" Artwork oEJohn Lennon" 
exhibit fea tures more than 50 seri­
graphs, signed lithographs, and 
original drawings by the former 
Bea tIe, including several rare and 
sold-out editions. 

Lennon's artwork is a reflection 
of his life with his wife, Y oko, and 
son, Sean. The collection includes 
signed works from the original 
portfolio of "Bag One," a series of 
lithographs that chronicles John 
and Yoko's wedding and honey-

moon as well as his plea for world 
peace. The portfolio was first 
shown in 1970 and is part of the 
permanent collection of the Mu­
seum of Modem Art in New York. 

The prints will be displayed in 
the Executive Room on the fifth 
floor of the Imperial Palace's din­
ing plaza. A catalog that describes 
the artwork will be on sale, and 
several of the works will be avail­
able for purchase. Exhibit hours 
are 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday and 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m. Sunday. Admission is free. 
For information call 702-731-
3311.-Katherine McDonnell 

'0 

tMI\Ccm£" ... 11 the. people. 

LlVln, I;f'e. 11\ peac.e 

John Lennon makes a plea for peace in his art. 
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LAKE MEAD 
Callville Bay Marina 

Conveniently located only 
45 minutes drive from 

the Las Vegas strip 

LAKE MOHAVE 
CoHonwood Cove Marina 
A hidden desert oasis 1 hour 
north of Laughlin, Nevada 

Experience a unique 
vacation adventure as the 

Captain of your own 
houseboat rented from 

Forever Resorts. The modern 
houseboats are equipped 
with Central AIC & Heat, 

N, VCR, Stereo, Waterslide, 
2 Refrigerators, 2 Built-In Ice 
Chests, Microwave, Blender, 
1-112 Baths and sleep up to 

10 adults comfortably In 
5 Queen Beds. 

We supply the cooking & 
eating utensils, pillows, 

blankets, linens & towels ... just 
bring your food, beverages 

and play toys! 

HOUSEBOATS AVAILABLE 
YEAR 'ROUND! 

~:c;.;~VE;r 1£50;15 
1-800-255-5561 

(702) 565-7340 
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LAS VEGAS 

Boulder City/Hoover Dam Museum: 444 Hotel 
Plaza, 294-1988 

Hoover Dam: Tours, Bureau of Recla mation, 
U.S. 93,293-8367 

Lake Mead Cruises/Desert Princess: Lake Mead 
Marina, 293-6180 

Lake Mead National Recreation Area: 601 
Nevada H wy., 15 miles eas t of Las Vegas 293-
8907 

Henderson 
Clark County Heritage Museum: World War II 

photojourna l exhibit 1830 S. Boulder Hwy., 
455-7955 

Ethel M Chocolate Factory and Cactus Garden: 
Tours, 2 Cactus Ga rden Dr., 458-8864 

Green Valley Outdoor Sculpture Museum In­
formation Center: 458-8855 

Kidd Marshmallow Factory: Tours, 8203 Gibson 
Rd., 564-3878 

Las Vegas 
A.J. Hackett Bungy: Bungy jumps, 810 Circus Cir­

cus, 385-4321 

Actor and muncl7kin Miclcet) Carrolllfar left ) is Oz' special guest at the MGM Grand. 

HOTELS 

Casino Notes 
Key to Success: Bally's Las Vegas has 

been awarded the 1994 Gold Key 
Award from Meetings and Conventions 
magazine and the Award of Excellence 
from Corporate and Incentive Travel mag­
azine. Both awards reflect the prop­
erty's service to the travel industry. 

Smoke Screen: Slot players will find 
smoke-free gambling in the Gallery of 
Imperial Legends section at the Im­
perial Palace. The Gallery is protect­
ed from drifting smoke by a state­
of-the-art exhaust system at the Strip 
hotel. 

Follow the Yellow Brick Road to the 
MGM Grand for the second annual Oz 
Rendezvous Weekend, January 20-22. 
The MGM's Emerald City and Oz 

characters host the event, which in­
cludes an Oz Cocktail Party and an Oz 
Collector's Exchange. Mickey Carroll, 
an original munchkin from The Wiz­
ard of Oz, will be on hand to sign au­
tographs and pose for photographs 
with Oz fans. 

Earth Mover: Deep Earth Explora tion, 
a new ride at MGM Grand Ad ventures 
Theme Park, simulates a bumpy jour­
ney into the earth's core and subjects 
its riders to a series of hair-raising high­
tech adventures such as rock slides 
and a fantasy world ruled by creatures. 
The theme park will be closed Janu­
ary 2-13 and afterward open daily from 
10 a.m. to 6 p .m. 

Slot Potatoes: Two employees of 

Photo: Mickey Carroll Collection 



Aladdin: Wild life habi tat, 736-0111 
American Museum of Historical Documents: 

3200 Las Vegas Blvd. S., private, 731-0785 
Bonnie Springs Old Nevada: Red Rock Canyon, 

875-4191 
Boomtown: Pan for gold, 1-15 at Blue Diamond 

Exit, 263-7777 
Caesars Forum Shops: Caesars Pa lace, 893-4800 
Desert Demonstration Gardens: Tours, 3701 W. 

Alta, 258-3205 
Excalibu r: Motion machines, hourly ba ttles 

against the dragon, 597-7777 

Palace Station noticed that slot play­
ers who hunch over their favorite 
machines didn' t look comfortable, 
so they invented the Remote Poker 
and Slot Player Handset. Verne 
Holmes, the director of slot opera­
tions, and Linton Mathews, lead slot 
mechanic, say the personal remote, 
weighing about one pound, allows 
players to sit back and let their fin­
gers do the playing. The remotes are 
in play on limited machines a t Palace 
Station and its sister property, Boul­
der Sta tion. 

Classic Machines: A collection of an­
tique slot machines, including one 
that paid jackpots in golf balls, has 
been added to the Classic Car Col­
lection at the Riverside in Laughlin. 
Another notable antique in the free 
mini-museum, located beneath the 
new Riverside Cinema Sixplex, is the 
Little Duke, a slot machine that dis­
pensed gum, your fortune, and jack­
pots-all for a penny 

Cooks With Class: Kitchen engineers 
whose cooking skills range from flop 
to haute are welcome at the Santa 
Fe's free monthly classes. During 
each two-hour session hotel chefs 
prepare dishes that can be made at 
home. The classes celebrate the com­
pletion of the hotel's $18-million ex­
pansion, which added casino space, 
three new restaurants, and a glass 
atrium housing a coffee house, deli, 
and ice cream stand. Call the Santa 
Fe's food and beverage department, 
702-658-4900, for information on 
classes. 

Dining for Dollars: First you could 
play swim-up blackjack at the Trop­
icana. Now the Trop has a new Play 
and Eat Casino where you can 
munch lunch while you play the 
slots. You can order from a variety 
of foods and sit at one of the specially 
equipped slot and video poker ma­
chines. Counter space between the 
slots leaves room for cash, cole slaw, 
and cappuccino. 

fll~ , p ' 9!fCa)!ff~h;'jJef' 
~'v') For the discriminating, who want elegance, individuality 

and special attention to detail 

~6(jOV(}r tAC dffIir(}JUj(} / 

2800 West Sahara, LasVegas 
1-800-344-LOVE (702) 252-4565 

NEVADA TICKET SERVICES 

For Reservations & Information 

1-800-597-SHOW(74691 
Shows * Room/Car * Limo * Wet & Wild 

Tours: Hoover Dam, Grand Canyon, Southern Nevada 
Agent Commissionable/Groups Welcome 

5030 PARADISE ROAD, LAS VEGAS, NV 89119 

Free Train Rides 
• Near the Colorado River in Booming Laughlin, Nevada • 

"All aboar-r-r-rd!" cries the black-clad 
conductor, inviting yo u to cl imb on 
"The Gambler" and take one of the most 
unusual train rides in America through 
vibrant desert landscapes into a Victorian­
style railroad station where 
genteel train antiques meld 
with today's most popular 
gaming. 

You'll have no doubt 
the romance of the rails is 
alive and well at Ramada 
Express in Laughlin. 

From its 1,500 comfo rt­
able "berths" (1,100 new 
gues t rooms and suites 
opened September 1993) to 
the locomotive-shaped pool 
and spa, Ramada Express 
is "on track" with the most 
authentically themed resort 
in Laughl in. 

But you can do much 
more than just "ride the 
rails" at Ramada Express. 

You ca n din e in fo ur exce pt ional 
res taurants experience cabaret 
entertainment nightly take your 
choice of table games play any of 
over 1,400 slot machines or JOin 

the free Slot Club and get 
cash back wi th every pull. 
And don't fo rget the fully 
equipped video arcade and 
nearby water recreation on 
the Colorado River. 

Catch the train to Ramada 
Express make yo ur 
reservations today! 

RAMADA 
EXPRESS 
HOTEL CASINO 

AN AZTAR CORP. CASINO 

1-800-2RAMADA 
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EXPERIENCE THE 
ULTIMATE FANTASY ... 

Be A Fighter Pilot 

• You actually fl y the aircraft 
• No fl ying experience required 
• Actual mi litary fi ghter instructors 
• Video tape of your fli ght 
• Certificate of Completion 
• Fighter pilot manual 

$595.00 
Ca ll for Reservat ions 

(702) 646-5599 

"For The Real Fighter Pilot Experience " 
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ONE CALL DOES IT ALL! 
~ AIR 

~ ROOMS 

~ SHOWS 

~ W EDDINGS 

~ CAR R ENTALS 

~ TOURS 

ALL LAS VEGAS 
HOTELS 

LAS VEGAS • STATELINE 
LAUGHLIN 
LA$VEGA$ 

CENTRAL RESERVATIONS 

1-100-162-1155 

tilt (lE~lIt 

CENTER STRIP INN 
@) $29.95* @) 

Only Steps from the Mirage, 
Caesars Palace & Excalibur 

New Private Spa/Steam Suites $69* 

Toll Free US/Can 1-800-777-7737 
Local (702) 739-6066 • Fax (702) 736-2521 

• FREE Dinner * * 
• FREE complete bacon/eggs or 

pancake/eggs breakfast downtown 
• FREE show tickets * * * 
• FREE local calls , FAX, roomside 

parking 
• FREE Continental Breakfast 
• FREE VCR , The Movie Channel , 

ESPN 

DOWNTOWN ANNEX - $21.95* 
Crest Budget Inn Downtowner 
1-800-777 -181 7 1-800-777-2566 

Only steps from the Golden Nugget, Binion's 
Horseshoe, Union Plaza, EI Cortez & all 

"Glitter Gulch" gambling halls 

* Sgl Sun thru Thurs exc Hoi & spl events 
* * Center Strip Inn Only * * * Mon thru Fri 

LAS VEGAS 

Floyd Lamb State Park: Ponds, 9200 Tule Springs 
Rd., 486-5413 

FunTazmic: 4975 Polaris, 795-4FU 
Grand Slam Ca nyon: Adventure park, next to 

Circus Circus, 800-444-ClRCUS 
Guinness World of Records Museum: 2780 La 

Vegas Boulevard 5., 792-0640 or 792-3766 
(business) 

Hard Rock Cafe: 4475 Parad ise Rd., 733-8400 
Holy Cow Casino: Brewery tours, 732-2697 
Imperial Palace Auto Collection: Imperial Palace 

Hotel,731-3311 
Las Vegas Art M useum: Lorenzi Park, 3333 

W. Washington Ave., 647-4300 
Las Vegas Mini Gran Prix: 1401 . Rainbow 

Blvd ., 259-7000 
Las Vegas Natural History Museum: Includes 

the Wildlife World Art Museum, 900 La 
Vegas Blvd. .,384-DINO 

Liberace Museum: 1775 E. Tropicana, 798-5595 
Lied Discovery Children's Museum: 833 Las 

Vega Blvd. N., 382-KIDS 
Luxor: King Tut's Tomb and Museum, boat ride, 

interactive adventures, 262-4000 
MGM Grand Adventures: Theme park (closed 

Jan. 2-13), 891-7979 
Magic an d Movie Hall of Fame: Second floor of 

O'Sheas, exhibits, 792-0788 
Marjorie Barrick Museum of Natural History: 

UNL V 739-3381 
Mirage: Dolphins, whi te tigers, erupting volcano, 

791-7111 
Mount Charleston: Recreation info., 222-1597 
Nevada State Museum and Historical Society: 

Lorenzi Park, 486-5205 
Old Las Vegas Mormon Fort: Las Vegas Blvd. 

at Washington (enter from Cashman parking 
lot B on ly), state historic park, 486-3511 

Omnimax Theatre: Caesars Palace, 731-7900 
Planet Hollywood: Movie memorabilia, Cae ar 

Palace, 791-7827 
Red Rock Canyon Recreation Area: 363-1921 
Scandia Family Fu n Center: 2900 Sirius Ave., 

364-0071 
Southern Nevada Zoological Park: 1775 

Rancho Dr., 648-5955 
Spring Mountain Ranch State Park: Red Rock 

Canyon, 875-4141 
Treasure Island: Pira te battles, 894-7111 
Wet ' n Wi ld: 2601 Las Vegas Blvd. 5., 737-3819 

Laughlin 
Lake Mohave: Marina at Katherine, 602-754-3245 

Mesquite 
Desert Valley Museum: 346-5705 
Peppermill Gun Club: 346-5232 ext. 3729 

North Las Vegas 
The Pla netari um: Comm un ity Co llege of 

Southern evada, 644-5059 

Overton 
Lost City Museum: 397-2193 
Valley of Fire State Park: 397-2088 

Searchlight 
Searchlight Historic Museum: 455-7955 

State Line 
Buffalo Bill 's: Roller coaster, flume ride, off 1-15 

at ev.-Calif. border, 382-1111 

A Remillder: To confirm dates and times, please lise 
tlte pltone nllmber listed with each evellt. For ollt-of­
state callers, tlte area code is 702 throughollt Nevada. 
For hotels' toll free phone nllmbers, cnIlBOO-555-1212. 



PREVIEW 

Black History Month 
By VICTOR I GRAM 

February is Black History Month, 
and in Nevada you'll find cele­

brations, exhibits, lectures, and oth­
er events honoring the contribu­
tions that blacks have made to the 
state. 

Cultural diversity and awareness 
will be at the forefront of these events. 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.'s birth­
day on January 15 will provide mo­
mentum for several celebrations. 

In Southern Nevada, the slain civ­
il rights leader will be honored dur­
ing King Week, January 7-16, a IS-year 
tradition in Las Vegas. Plans include 
a King Tennis Tournament, youth 
night, interfaith service, jazz night, 
parade at 10 a.m. on January 14, cul­
tural festival, and banquet. The event 
is sponsored by the Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Committee of Las Vegas. 

The Las Vegas Sentinel Voice will 
showcase events as they occur 
throughout Black History Month. 
The newspaper celebrates 15 years 
of providing culturally intensive 
news to the public. 

There will be a Black History Month 
exhibit at the West Las Vegas Library 
featuring memorabilia of Ida B. 
Wells-Barnett, a founder of the 
NAACP The exhibit will be on dis­
play February 1 to March 12, with a 
reception on February 1 from 5 to 7 
p .m. 

Also in Las Vegas, the second an­
nual African-American Cultural Arts Fes­
tival will be February 4-5. The festival, 
held a t the corners oU ackson, H, and 
Van Buren streets, will offer cultur­
al foods, arts, entertainment, and sou­
venirs. The festival is a fund-raiser 
for the future African-American Mu­
seum and Research Center in Las Ve­
gas, which will include museum 
founder Gwen Walker's life-long col­
lection of artifacts, clothing, and 
paintings from various regions of 
Africa. 

"Our museum will serve as an out­
reach to those thirsty for African­
American history," Walker says. 

At Henderson's Green Valley 

Photo: APlWide Wortd Photos 

Martin Luther King's dream is still 
alive at events statewide. 

Library, "Distant Echoes," artist Sy Col­
lier's acrylic paintings of historical 
African-American subjects, will be 
on display February 9-March 28. 

In mid-February the Community 
College of Southern Nevada in North 
Las Vegas will hold a Black History 
Celebration with ethnic food, cultural 
arts, and a guest speaker. 

Gospel music and upbeat spiritu­
al entertainment will highlight the 
African-American History Celebration Feb­
ruary 17 and 19 at Las Vegas' Doolit­
tle Community Center. 

In Reno the Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Birthday Celebration will be January 
13-16. The celebration's tentative 
plans call for African-American en­
tertainment as well as cultural ex­
hibits throughout Reno. 

See this issue's events listings for 
more information on related cele­
brations. 

Victor Ingram is an African-American 
freelance writer for Nevada's only 
African-American newspaper the Las 
Vegas Sentinel Voice. 

Happy times are 
yours with a Carson 

Nugget Fun Pack! 

Only $39 per couple with 
this ad ••• Here's what you get: 

2 Buffet Dinners .................... . 
4 50¢ Keno Credits ................ . 
4 Cocktails ....... ..................... . 
4 Lucky Bucks ...................... . 
4 $1.00 Gaming Tokens ......... . 
Deluxe Motel Room 
1 Night per couple ................. . 

Total Value 
Your Price Only 

Value 
$ 14.00 
$ 2.00 
$ 8.00 
$ 4.00 
$ 4.00 

$44.00 

$76.00 
$39.00 

Second night room only $22.50 plus tax 

Here's aU you do: 
I . can City Ce-ntt' r Motel 1·800·338· 7760 

for your room n'servation & ml'ntlon 
Drlve ·Up. 

2 . Upon am,'al. cht't'k Into tht' City C,'ntt'r 
Motel. prt'st' nt this ad . pay dt'sk 
de-rk $39. and reeeive your Carsoll City 
Nult/(et Fun Pack coupo book! 

3 . Go to t he- Carson Nult/(t'"l 0 rroet'llJ 
thost' coupons for : 
Gaming 21. Craps. RoulNtt' . Slots and 
I'rol(ressh't' I'ok,'r Machlrws. 
Fine Food Buffets. Oystt'r Bar. Snack 
Ba r. ColT .... Shop.and St .. ak Iloust'. 

Entertainment LtV<' Musle <'wry nll(ht 
(cX('epl Monday) In our Thealt'r LOlIII!(t·. 
Cocktails At the Bonan/.a Bar or th,' 
Intimate Cork and Balt\e- Lounge. 

Limit one Fun Pack per couple per 
week. 

Both must be 2 1 years of age. This 
offer. In a ll or part, Is subject to 

cancellation or revision at any time. 
Rooms subject to availability. 

The Carson Nugget 
The Happiest Cas(no In the World 

507 N. Carson St., Carson City, Nevada 89701 

City Center 
MOTEL 

800 N. Carson St., Carson City, Nevada 89703 

1-800-338-n60 
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NEVADA EVENTS AND ENTERTAINMENT 

Reno-Tahoe Territory 
EVENTS 

January 
Homewood Holiday Season Celebration, thru 

Jan. 1, Ski Homewood, 916-525-2992 
Heavenly Winter Holidays, thru Jan. 2, ski events, 

Heavenly, 586-4451 
Erin Goodwin-Guerro Art Show, thru Jan. 20, 

Sheppard Gallery, U of N, 784-6682 
IGT Presents: The Art of Gaming, thru Jan. 28, 

Nevada Museum of Art, 329-3333 
Robert McChesney: A Retrospective, thru Feb. 

5, exhibit of abstract expressionism, evada 
Museum of Art, 329-3333 

Art Show, thru Feb. 28, early 20th-century paint­
ings of Nevada by Sheldon A. Pennoyer, eva­
da Historical Society, 688-1190 

Beyond Gum San: The Chinese in Nevada, thru 
April 30, exhibit details the importance of Chi­
nese immigran ts in the develop men t of Neva­
da, evada State Museum, Carson City, 
687-4810 

"Ice: A Frozen Fantasy," Dec. 29-Jan. 30, starring 
1994 U.S. Open Professional Gold Medalist 
Caryn Kadavy, Harrah's Lake Tahoe, 588-6611 

South Lake Tahoe Winter Celebration, Dec. 31-
Jan. 31, throughout the Sou th Shore, 916-544-
5050 

Several Tahoe-area resorts are snowed under with ski races like this one at Heavenly. 

Alpenglow Lake Tahoe 10K Classic Race, Jan. 
1, Tahoe Donner Ski Resort, 916-587-9484 

"Snow Sale-ing," Jan. 3-31, winter art sale, Artists' 
Co-Op Gallery, 322-8896 

Concert in the Atrium, Jan. 6, free noon concert, 
light jazz with the Eric Middleton Trio, Air­
port Gardens Office Bldg., 329-1324 

Hard Corps Skier Challenge, Jan. 6-7 televised 
event, Heavenly Ski Resort, 916-544-5050 

Reno Classic Dart Tournament, Jan. 6-8, novice 
and professional competitors, 800-233-4939 

Celebrity Sports Invitational, Jan. 6-8, celebri­
ties race for charity, Resort at Squaw Creek, 
916-581-1946 

Winter Celebration, Jan. 6-29, South Lake Tahoe, 
586-7000 

Sharkey's Serbian Christmas Dinner, Jan. 7 
Gardnerville, 782-3133 

USASA Series Half-Pipe Competition, Jan. 7 
U.S. Amateur Snowboard Association event, 
Boreal and Soda Springs ski areas, 916-426-
3666 

In ternational Ice Scu I pti ng Com peti tion, Jan . 7 
Embassy Suites, Lake Tahoe, 916-544-5050 

Jeep Challenge Series, Jan. 7-8, public ski races, 

Sierra-at-Tahoe Ski Resort, 916-659-7453 
USASA Series Slalom Competition, Jan. 8, event 

for United States Amateur Snowboard Asso­
ciation competitors, Boreal and Soda Springs 
ski areas, 916-426-3666 

Art Show, Jan. 9-Feb. 3, Gardnerville artist Emi­
ly Silver will show her paintings and designs 
through exhibits and workshops, Gardnerville, 
463-3066 

Glass Media Group Show, Jan. 9-Feb. 24, glass 
sculpture and blown glass exhibit, CITY 2000 
Gallery, Reno City Hall, 329-1324 

Night Race Series, Jan. 11, Wed . night races will 
continue throughout the winter, Boreal Ski 
Area, 916-426-3666 

Concert in the Atrium,Jan.13, free noon concert, 
Perfect Touch performs classical music on vi­
olin and vibes, Airport Gardens Office Bldg., 
329-1324 

"Nunsense," Jan. 13-14, 20-21, and 27-28, musi­
cal comedy presented by the Proscenium Play­
ers, Brewery Arts Center, Carson City, 883-1976 

C.E. Sports Snowboard Race, Jan. 13-15, profes­
sional snowboard series race, Squaw Valley 
USA, 916-583-6985 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Birthday Celebra­
tion, Jan. 13-16, locations TBA, Reno, 800-FOR­
RENO 

HOT LINES 
Nevada Division of State Parks: Hikes, tours, stargazing, campfire programs at 21 parks 

around the state, District II, Carson City, 687-4379 
University of Nevada Basketball: Jan. 9 v. Santa Barbara; Jan. 11 v. Long Beach State; Jan. 19 

v. UNLV; Jan. 21 v. New Mexico State; Feb. 9 v. Cal State Fullerton; Feb. 11 v. UC Irvine; 
Feb. 25 v. Utah State; March 2 v. Pacific; March 4 v. San Jose State 

University of Nevada Music Dept.: Concerts, recitals, 784-6145 
For chamber of commerce and convention center phone numbers, see page E-34 
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Fantasy Wedding Faire, Jan. 15, benefit for the 
American Heart Assn., Reno-Sparks Con­
vention Center, 322-7064 

Bowling: America's Favorite Sport, Jan. 16-March 
6, international bowling exhibit, ational Au­
tomobile Museum, 333-9300 

"Music From Moscow," Jan. 17 Reno Philhar­
monic plays Russian compositions by Scri­
abin, Tchaikovsky, and Stravinsky, Pioneer 
Center for the Performing Arts, 825-5905 

Concert in the Atrium, Jan. 20, free noon jazz con­
cert with the Hanepen-Venuto Trio, Airport 
Gardens Office Bldg., 329-1324 

Sierra-at-Tahoe Bump Series, Jan. 20, pro/am 
ski races, Sierra-at-Tahoe Ski Resort, 916-659-
7453 

King of the Mountain Downhill, Jan. 20-21, tele­
vised ski race, Heavenly Ski Resort, 586-4451 

Sheep Dip 31, Jan. 20-21, annual spoof of com­
munity leaders, Flamingo Hilton, 785-7080 

"HOT L BALTIMORE," Jan. 20-29 and Feb. 3-4, 
comedy set in a rundown hotel, Reno Little 
Theater, 329-0661 

A Common Thread, Jan. 20-April 15, exhibit of 
the fine crafts of Nevada and the Great Basin, 
Nevada Historical SOCiety, 688-1190 

Reno Grand Prix and Pro Indoor Track Racing, 
Jan. 21, Reno Livestock Events Center, 800-
FOR-RE 0 

Freestyle Mogul Event, Jan. 21, Ski Homewood, 
916-525-2992 

USSA Masters Race: Preb Motley, Jan. 21-22, 
Alpine Meadows Ski Area, 916-583-4232 

USASA Northern California/Nevada Snow­
board Series, Jan. 22, Sierra-at-Tahoe Ski Re­
sort, 916-659-7453 

17th Annual Telemark Race and Telebration, 
Jan. 22, orthstar-at-Tahoe,916-562-1010 

Bump Series, Jan. 23, Sierra-at-Tahoe Ski Resort, 
916-659-7453 



PREVIEW 

Festivals of Fun 
By KATHERINE McDoNNELL 

Wintertime is cause for 
celebration in the Lake 

Tahoe area, and throughout 
the region you'll find several 
festivals and ski events that 
offer wacky ways to weather 
the cold. For instance, you can 
join the polar bears for an icy 
dip in Lake Tahoe, dress up 
your dog like Marilyn Mon­
roe, or participate in a variety 
of other wild winter activities 
that are held during Tahoe's 
snow-festival season. Fol­
lowing are some of this win­
ter's highlights. 

find Dalmatian owners wear­
ing spots and dogs donned with 
wigs to compete in categories 
like "Looks Most Like Your 
Owner" and "Rock Star." An­
other dog-eat-dog showdown 
at Snowfest is the Tahoe Localman 
Triathlon, where Sierra survival­
ists race to install tire chains, 
stack wood, and shovel snow 

Warm-blooded swimmers 
will gather during Snowfest's 
Polar Bear Swim, a ISO-yard dash 
in the 40-degree water of Lake 
Tahoe. Not surprisingly, the 
event attracts more spectators 
than participants, says Snowfest 
director Joy Doyle. She esti­
mates that 500 to 800 onlookers, 
warm drinks in hand, will watch 
from the deck of Gar Woods 
Grill and Pier in Carnelian Bay, 
host and headquarters of the 
swim, while fewer than 30 
hardy souls take the plunge. 

Fireworks and a torch-light 
parade down Heavenly's 
World Cup Run will ignite 
Tahoe's third annual Winter 
Celebration . More than 30 
events, from ski races to par­
ties, are scheduled January 6-
29 throughout the Tahoe 
basin. For a taste of the South 
Shore night life, Turtles night­
club at Embassy Suites will 
host a hot-drink contest with 
creative hot-libation recipes 

North Lake Tahoe's Snowfest events, which this year 
will be March 3-12, can get doggoned competitive. 

"As long as we get a few crazy 
people out there trying it, we'll 
always get a few more crazy 
people watching it," Doyle says. 

and enthusiastic cheering sections. 
During the day, Embassy Suites will 
have an ice-sculpting competition, 
and Heavenly will host televised ski 
races including the Jeep Hard Corps Ski­
er Challenge and the Celebrity Ski Classic. 

At Squaw Valley, Hollywood and 
sports celebrities will unite for the 
Resort at Squaw Creek Celebrity Sports In­
vitational January 6-8. Stars will com­
pete in events like broom ball, a 
hockey-like competition in which 
players use brooms to push a ball on 
the ice, as well as ski races. 

Races and snow sculptures are part 
of the festivities during the Universi­
ty of Nevada's Winter Carnival. The Reno 
and Tahoe events take place January 
30 to February 4. 

The U.S. Women's Pro Tour will schuss 
into Squaw Valley February 17-19. 
Following the races on February 19, 

Photos: Vance Fox (top), Aaron Lynch (bottom) 

top dogs compete at the Pedigree 
Petathlon, where pooches run pylons 
and paw their way through a snowy 
obstacle course. 

From January through March 
Homewood will offer the "Not Neces­
sarily Mature" Snow­
boarding Clinic for adults 
who want to stay clear 
of shredders while 
they weather the 
bumps and bruises of 
introductory snow­
boarding. 

Fireworks and laser­
light shows will bright­
en the skies over North 
Lake Tahoe and Truc­
keeduringthe 14th an­
nual Snowfest March 

The North Lake Tahoe gay 
and lesbian community will host an 
AIDS fund-raiser on March 16 at the 
Horizon at Stateline during the Win­
terfest celebration March 16-19. Oth­
er Winterfest events include a St. 
Patrick's Day party and ski days. 

The California Gold 
Nuggets Kids Race pans 
out at Royal Gorge 
Summit Station on 
March 25. Tots will 
race on an obstacle 
course with curves 
and wooden animals. 
Participants can shake 
off the chill afterward 
at the cake and hot 
chocolate social. 

3-12. At the Dress-Up- Fireworks sizzle on the 
Your-Dog Contest, you'll slopes at snow-festival time. 

Katherine McDonnell 
goes swimming in Tahoe 
only in the summer 
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1995 Downhill Skier's Guide 

N evada's ski resorts offer a vari­
ety of terrain-whether you like 

to schuss through deep powder high 
in the pines or prefer the bunny 
slopes. Most ski areas have beginners' 
packages tha t include rentals, lessons, 
and lift tickets. Several resorts have 
children's learn-to-ski programs that 
include lessons and rentals, and some 

offer licensed child care. To ski on the 
cheap, you often can find price breaks 
mid-week or with season passes or 
packages that pair hotel rooms and 
lift tickets. Several resorts offer dis­
counts for students and seniors. 
For evening fun on the slopes, Squaw 
Valley, Donner Ski Ranch, Boreal, and 
Lee Canyon offer night skiing. 

Mill! Child Prices 
Top Raling Snow· Dally Hall·Day Dally Hall·Day Ski 

Area lPhone Elevalion Verlical Lifts 8g· lnt·Adv boards lift TICket Lift TICket Ski Renlal Ski Rental Lessons 

Lake Tahoe Basin 
Alpine Meadows 
916-583-4232 8,637' 1,800' 12 25-40-35 $43/$29 $18/$12 $201$15 $171$12 $201$15 

Boreal 
916-426-3666 7,800' 600' 9 30-55-15 ./ $33/$10 $25/$10 $19/$14 $16/$13 $22 

Diamond Peak 
702-831-3211 8,540' 1,840' 7 18-49-33 ./ $35/$14 $271$11 $171$11 $13/$7 $29 

Donner Ski Ranch 
916-426-3635 7,751 ' 720' 6 25-50-25 ./ $201$10 $15/$10 $12 

Granlibakken 
916-583-4242 6,480' 280' 2 50-50-0 $12/$6 $15/$12 $15 

Heavenly 
702-586-7000 10,040' 3,500' 24 20-45-35 ./ $42/$18 $19/$10 $28 

Homewood 
916-525-2992 7,880' 1,650' 10 15-50-35 ./ $32/$11 $18/$12 $33/$25 

Kirkwood 
209-258-6000 9,800' 2,000' 12 15-50-35 ./ $39/$5 $201$14 $1 2 

Mount Rose 
702-849-0704 9,700' 1,440' 5 30-35-35 ./ $34/$14 $18/$12 $22 

Northstar 
916-562-1010 8,600' 2,200' 11 25-50-25 ./ $42/$18 $28/$1 2 $22/$14 $25/$20 

Sierra-at-Tahoe 
916-659-7453 8,852' 2,212' 10 25-50-25 ./ $371$17 $201$14 $25 

Soda Springs 
916-426-3666 7,352' 650' 2 30-50-20 ./ $201$5 $13/$5 $18/$14 $22 

Squaw Valley 
800-545-4350 9,050' 2,850' 33 25-45-30 ./ $43/$10 $29/$5 $201$12 $26 
916-583-6985 

Sugar Bowl 
916-426-3651 8,383' 1,500' 9 20-30-50 ./ $371$10 $19/$13 $25 

Tahoe Donner 
916-587-9400 7,350' 600' 3 50-50-0 $26/$12 $17/$13 $22 

Mount Charleston (Las Vegas) 
Lee Canyon 
702-646-0008 9,510' 1,000' 3 15-80-5 ./ $25/$18 $201$15 $15 $15 

Elko 
Elko Snobowl 
702-587-9400 7,000' 620' 3 Rope Tows ./ $6 Free 

All prices subject to change. Call resorts for information about children's programs. 
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Tournament of Champions Race, Jan. 23-25, 
Squaw Valley VSA, 916-583-6985 

Alfredo Rolando Ortiz Concert, Jan . 25-26, South 
American harpist, Brewery Arts Center, Car­
son Ci ty, 883-1976 

V.S. Pro Tour Far West Challenge, Jan. 26-29, 
men 's pro tour ski racing, Heavenly Ski Re­
sort, 586-4451 

Concert in the Atrium, Jan. 27, free noon concert 
fea turing the Sierra String Quartet, Airport 
Gardens, 329-1324 

National Custom Gunmakers and Engravers Ex­
hibition, Jan. 27-29, Sands Regency Hotel, 
Reno, 829-2810 

Chrysler Celebrity Ski Classic, Jan. 28, Heav­
enly Ski Resort, 586-4451 

Reno Chamber Orchestra Concert, Jan. 28, works 
by Weber, Hindemith, Sehibler, and Mozart, 
Nightingale Hall, V of N, 784-6847 

Corporate Ski Classic, Jan. 28-29, corporate teams 
compete in dual slalom format, Sierra-at-Tahoe 
Ski Resort, 916-659-7453 

Mohlson Ski Challenge, Jan. 28-29, Kirkwood 
Ski Resort, 209-258-6000 

Harvey Reid in Concert, Jan. 29, guitar and man­
dolin selections, Brewery Arts Center, Carson 
City, 883-1976 

Mitsubishi Motors Diamond Ski Class ic, Jan . 
29, Ski Homewood Resort, 916-525-2992 

Indian Head Challenge, Jan. 29, cross-country 
ski race, Sorenson's Resort, Hope VaJJey, 800-
423-9949 

Winter Carnival, Jan. 30-Feb. 4, activities TBA, 
V of ,784-6505 

February 
"Small Paintings for Small Places," Feb. 1-28, 

featuring miniatures and medium-sized paint­
ings by members of the Artists' Co-Op, 322-
8896 

"Voices: Great Moments in Literature," Feb. 2, 
prominent evadans select readings from 
books that have changed their lives, benefit 
for the university libraries, Nightingale HaJJ, 
V of ,784-6564 

Concert in the Atrium, Feb. 3, free noon concert 
of classical chamber music by the Aurora Brass 
Trio, Airport Gardens, 329-1324 

Nevada and California Legislators Cup, Feb. 3, 
ski races at Sierra-a t-Tahoe Ski Resort, 916-
659-7453 

Janacek Philharmonic Orchestra, Feb. 3, Pioneer 
Center for the Performing Arts, 333-4330 

N 
.& 

Miles 

~o 

Lake Tahoe is surrounded by ski resorts. 



National Bowling Stadium Grand Opening, Feb. 
3-4, downtown Reno, 827-7603 

Digital Media Technology and Process Art Show, 
Feb. 3-March 3, multimedia event featuring 
nationally known artists, Sheppard Gallery, U 
of N, 784-6658 or 334-9696 

USTSA Telemark Regionals, Feb . 4-5, Alpine 
Meadows Ski Area, 916-583-4232 

World's Largest Cribbage Tournament, Feb. 4-
5,1,000 players compete for $100,000 in prize 
money, $67 entry fee, 800-233-4939 

Peking Acrobats, Feb. 5, Caesars Tahoe, Stateline, 
586-2044 

Carson Valley Bridal Affair, Feb. 5, wedding at­
tire, planning, and catering advice, Carson Val­
ley Inn, Minden, 782-9711 ext. 615 

Chocolate and Champagne, Feb. 5, Capital City 
Community Band fund-raiser at the Brewery 
Arts Center, Carson City, 267-2604 

No Sweat No Sand Volleyball Tournament and 
Professional Exhibition, Feb . 5, Associated 
Pro Volleyball team members play far from 
their beaches, Sierra-at-Tahoe Ski Resort, 916-
659-7453 

Ski the Huts Marathon Tour, Feb. 5, cross-coun­
try ski tour, Royal Gorge Summi t Sta tion, 916-
426-3871 

Modem Mandolin Quartet, Feb. 8, Nightinga le 
Hall, U of N, 784-6847 

Martha Graham Ensemble, Feb. 9, ballet touring 
company performs contemporary works, Pi­
oneer Center for the Performing Arts, 333-4330 

The Soul of Nevada, Feb. 9-March 12, indepen­
dent exhibitions of three Nevada realist 
painters, Nevada Museum of Art, 329-3333 

"The Miracle Worker," Feb. 10-11,17-18, and 24-
25, Gothic North Community Theater, Laxalt 
Auditorium,401 W. Second St., 852-PLA Y 

Concert in the Atrium, Feb. 10, free noon concert, 
classical chamber music by the Great Basin 
Brass Quintet, Airport Gardens Office Bldg., 
329-1324 

National Football Players Assn. Challenge, Feb. 
11, ski racing, Alpine Meadows Ski Resort, 916-
583-4232 

Civil War Era Valentine's Ball, Feb. 11, silent auc­
tion, dancing to 19th century music, Califor­
nia Building, Idlewild Park, 246-3393 or 
972-4521 

Alpine County Canine Connection Sled Dog 
Races, Feb. 11-12, Markleeville, 916-694-2466 

Truckee Lions Sierra Sweepstakes Sled Dog 
Races, Feb. 11-12, Truckee-Tahoe Airport, 916-
587-3276 

USASA Series Slopestyle Competition, Feb. 12, 
snowboarding event, Boreal and Soda Springs 
ski areas, 916-426-3666 

Bud Mogul Series, Feb. 12, professional mogul 
skiing competition, Heavenly Ski Resort, 586-
4451 

Beer and Bard Festival, Feb. 12, regional micro­
breweries serve their best brews and contem­
porary poets read original compositions, 
Comstock Arts Council fund-raiser, Knights 
of Pythias Hall, Virginia City, 847-9ART 

Argenta Trio and Friends Present Brahms and 
the Romantic Classicists, Feb. 16, Nightingale 
Hall, U of N, 784-6847 

Sierra-at-Tahoe Bump Series, Feb. 17 pro/a m 
ski races, Sierra-at-Tahoe Ski Resort, 916-659-
7453 

Concert in the Atrium, Feb. 17, free noon t:Oncert, 
classical music by the High oon String Quar­
tet, Airport Gardens Office Bldg., 329-1324 

Women's Pro Tour, Feb. 17-19, ski races, Squaw 
Valley USA, 916-583-6985 

"Art Books," Feb. 20, special exhibit at the Sierra 

95* 

Best Bet Special 

Two nights deluxe accommodations, complimentary 
cabaret show, $5 food credit and a coupon for free slot 
play all for under $50. So collect your allowance and 

call us at 1-800-648-5966 to make a reservation. 

' Per person, double occupancy. Offer good through Jan. 28,1995, 
Sun.-Thurs. only 010lidays excluded). Subject to availab ili ty. 
$79.95 per person, double occupancy Jan. 29-0ct. 19, 1995. 

elDORaDO 
HOTEL • CASINO • RENO 

JAN/FEB 95 NEVADA E-21 



RENO-TAHOE 

NIGHTLIFE 
tourist in the world," she said. "The 
frustrating part is when we're some­
place really cool, and I don't have any 
time. It always seems when you're in 
some little town is when you have two 
or three days." Dunn on the Road 

By GUY RICHARDSON 

For performers, the road is a killer. 
Days and days of blurred scenery, 

nights of playing to crowds in dark­
ened halls that also blur together. Rock 
bands on tour often have roadies print, 
"This is (name of town)" and "Today 
is (day of week)" on the monitors. 

Holly Dunn began her music career 
in 1979 after a brief stint as a recep­
tionist for Nashville music publisher 
CBS Songs. Dunn wrote songs for oth­
er people-notably ''I'm Not Through 
With Loving You Yet" for Louise Man­
drell-and by 1984 signed her own 
recording contract. 

After three albums, she got hot in 
1987 and stayed on the road for a full 
year. She earned enough awards and 
plaques and scrolls, as publicist Eve­
lyn Shriver put it, "to stock a good-

sized pawnshop." That was the year 
she first sang in Nevada, opening for 
the Oak Ridge Boys at 
Harrah's Lake Tahoe. 

Now her pace has 
slowed to 120 dates a year, 
which translates to about 
150 days yearly on the 
road. "That'snottoo bad," 
Dunn said. "Some cotm­
try performers are on the 
road 300 days a year." 

About the longest she's 
out now is three weeks. "I 

That's one of the reasons she likes 
working gigs like Harrah's Reno, where 
she gets a chance to play tourist even 

if she is on a tour to pro­
mote her new album, 
distributed by Polygram. 
Even with the promo­
tional stuff, she'll get to 
walk across the river to 
the auto museum or stay 
in and get lunch at the 
new Planet Hollywood. 

find if I'm gone longer you Singer Holly Dunn. 

Often on the road she 
doesn't get to be a tourist. 
"I've been within a hun­
dred miles of the Grand 
Canyon at least 10 feel like guppies in a bow 1 

you begin to eat your young. " 
When Dunn finds herself in guppy 

mode, she tries exercising in her hotel 
room or taking a walk. "I like to get out 
and see the town-I'm the biggest 

times," Dunn said. "Each time we blow 
past it without time to stop. Or take na­
tional parks like the Grand Tetons or 
Yellowstone. We have to wave at the 
exit sign and keep going." 

For Surefire Savings, join our 

caRSOr~ITY 
Seniors Strike 

Silver Club 
SellicU's SCI-ike Sih/e.- Club 

MEMBER 
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If you're 50 or older. stake your claim to dynamite 
discounts in Carson City. Save up to 113 with a "Seniors 
Strike Silver" card -

-2 or 3 Night Getaways. From $66 for two, with two 
breakfasts, two dinners, $2 in nickels ... 

-Discounts on Dining. Casual to elegant. 

-Great Deals on Gaming. To add to your winnings. 

-Recreation Rebates. Year-round. 

While you're here, explore our historic district. Follow 
the blue line "trail" along our sidewalks for a 2.5 mile 
walking tour of over 60 points of interest. To request a 
trail map, your "Seniors Strike Silver" card, or 
reservations, call today 1-800-NEVADA-I. 

CARSON ~ITY 
Carson City Convention & Visitors Bureau 

1900 South Carson Street, Suite 200, Carson City. NV 89701 



Earlier this year she discovered the 
celebrity miniature golf tournament, 
which is exactly what it sounds like. 
Instead of watching a thousand yards 
away as Willie Nelson hits, or miss­
es, a teeny white ball, spectators can 
see celebrities doink their ball past 
windmill blades. "Doink," by the 
way is a technical term used most­
ly by miniature golf hustlers. 

Dunn discovered the fun of doink­
ing in a tournament for Southwest 
artist Armada Pefia. "It was the most 
fun I've had for a long time," she said, 
"and I came in third." 

So what are the chances of seeing 
a Holly Dunn Miniature Golf Tour­
nament any time soon? 

"Hmm," she said, and laughed. 
"When you think about it, it's very 
hip. I may do that. " 

Whatever keeps the road guppies 
atbay 

Holly Dunn appears at Harrah's Reno 
February 7-19. 

Guy Richardson is an editor and writer 
for the Reno Gazette-Journal. 

Arts Foundation, 329-1324 
Jack Gladstone, Feb. 21, singer, songwriter, and 

storyteller, Brewery Arts Center, Carson City, 
883-1976 

"Cosi fan tutte," Feb. 23 and 25, presented by 
Nevada Opera, Pioneer Center for the Per­
forming Arts, 333-4330 

Adopt-A-Car Wax and Shine Party, Feb. 24, Na­
tional AutomobiJe Museum, 333-9300 

Concert in the Atrium, Feb. 24, free noon con­
cert, classical music by the Argenta Trio, Air­
port Gardens, 329-1324 

"The Learned Ladies," Feb. 24-25 and March 1-
5, Moliere play presented by Nevada Reper­
tory, Redfield Proscenium Theatre, U of N, 
784-6847 

Playboy Winterfest, Feb. 24-26, ski races and par­
ties, Heavenly Ski Resort, 586-7000 

Reno Little Theater Lip Sync Show and Con­
test, Feb. 25, $10 entry fee, Reno Little The­
ater, 329-0661 

Coors Light Freestyle Aerial Competition, Feb. 
25-26, Northstar Ski Area, 916-562-2286 

"Breaking Away: The Romantic Story," Feb. 26, 
Argenta Trio with guest viola player Virginia 
Lenz, Nightingale Hall, U of N, 784-6847 

USASA Northern California/Nevada Snow­
board Series, Feb 26, half-pipe competition, 
Sierra-at-Tahoe Ski Resort, 916-659-7453 

Emigrant Trail Tour, Feb. 26, cross-country ski 
tour from Summit Station to Rainbow Lodge 
along the historic Emigrant Trail, Royal Gorge 
Cross-Country Ski Resort, 916-426-3871 

Big Air Snowboard Competition, Feb. 26, Sier­
ra-at-Tahoe Ski Resort, 916-659-7453 

Carson City Chamber Orchestra Concert, Feb. 
26, Carson City Community Center, 883-4154 

International Police Winter Games, Feb. 26-
March 3, Heavenly Ski Resort, 586-4451 

I 
I 

(ThEN I TOOK A SAUNA.) 
Experience Caesars newly 
remodeled casino with our 
"Roman Holiday:' You'll get 3 
days and 2 nights of spectacular 
enjoyment starting at $119* per 
person. Indulge in: 
• Deluxe double accommcxlations 
• $30 dinner credit 
• One-day membership for two 

='-----"-....:=--

in our luxurious Health Spa 
(Yes, that's where the sauna 
comes in.) 
• Breakfast Buffet Daily 

for Two 
For reservations, call us now at 
1·800·648·3353 and ask for a 
"Roman Holiday:' Then come 
conquer the new Empire. 

• 

'the 
Grand£gdy 

of Carson City 
Will rf(eopen Soon! 

DRmSbq HOUSE 
Carson City's Premier Hotel Casino 

Call 702·882·1890 to book your 1995 
conventions, banquets, meetings, and hotel rooms 

Anticipated Opening: January, 1995 
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ID 
A Legacy of 'Tr ue Legend' 

Fa:rnily Fun Year .£.round 
Lodging @ Camping @ Dining @ Shopping @ Entertainment 

Only Minutes from Lake Tahoe, Reno & Carson Cit y 

·.~eiiSh 
Virginia "City's 
Historic .Legacy 
'of Jour"nalisnt 

and Literature •.. 
. Disco'ver where 

Ma,rk 'Twqin 

began his . 

liter~iry career. 

Visi t the Comstock Lode 
@ Ride the V&T Railroad 

@ Walk the Boardwalk 
of The Silver Kings 

@ Narrated Tours 

@ Museums & Mansions 

@ Legendary Home of 
TV's BONANZA 

VIRGINIAr CITY 
H istor y Made Fun 

For Information Call (702) 847-0311 

Funded by the VeCTA and the Nevada Commission on Tourism 

WINTERTIME 
GOODTIME. 

Our lOth Anniversary 
2-night Package 

$ 39 9 5 - 1\vo nights accommodations 
• - One dinner certificate per person. 

per person 

Ski Packages 
From $64.95 per person 

2 or 3 night pacKages with 
lift tickets at Heavenly or Kirkwood. 

Suite Deal 
$99.95 per couple 

A night in a suite plus one dinner 
certificate per person . 

Rates are plus tax, Sun. · Thurs., Holidays excluded , double occupancy. 

Winter package 
Can {orsrochure. 

Must be 21. Other restrictions apply. 

HOTEL • CASINO • RV RESORT 

Call 800-321-6983 
(702-782-9711 in NV), 
ext. 629 for reservations. 

1627 US Highway 395 N - Minden, Nevada 89423-4323 
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Snowboarders Ride Against AIDS, Feb. 27, Sier­
ra-at-Tahoe Ski Resort, 916-659-7453 

March 
"Wing and a Prayer," March 2, Sarah Bogard's 

dance ensemble, Middle School Gym, Virginia 
City,847-9ART 

Concert in the Atrium, March 3, free noon con­
cert featuring jazz harpist Liza Rey, Airport 
Gardens Office Bldg., 329-1324 

Snowfest, March 3-12, wintercarnlval with a Po­
lar Bear Swim, Localman Triathlon, and Dress­
Up-Your-Dog Contest, North Lake Tahoe, 
800-TAHOE-4-U or800-GO-TAHOE 

"The Seasons," March 3-31, Betty Mills' eclectic 
paintings in oils, acrylics, and watercolors, 
Artists' Co-Op of Reno, 322-8896 

Comstock Student Art Show, March 5-18, Sun 
Mountain Gallery, Virginia City, 847-9ART 

Reno Chamber Orchestra Concert, March 6, fea­
turing guest violinist Itzhak Perlman, Reno 
Hilton Showroom, 348-9413 

Greg Brown Concert, March 10, singer-song­
wri ter appears at the Brewery Arts Center, 
Carson City, 883-1976 

Friends of Pyramid Lake, March 10-June 30, ex­
hibitofphotosand Pyramid Lake-related ma­
teria\, Nevada Historical Society, 688-1190 

"Someone Who' ll Watch Over Me," March lO­
ll, Proscenium Players present the play by 
Frank McGuiness, Brewery Arts Center, Car­
son City, 883-1976 

" Bullshot Crummond," March 10-25, satirical 
farce, Reno Li ttle Thea ter, 329-0661 

"World War II," March lO-July 4, traveling ex­
hibit of National Archives material, National 
Automobile Museum, 333-9300 

Cowboy Jubilee and Poetry, March 11, Sons of 
San Joaquin and cowboy poets perform, Car­
son City Community Center, 883-1523 

Kid Stuff Weekend, March 11-12, entertainment 
for kids of all ages, National Automobile Mu­
seum, 333-9300 

Laura Spitzer Concert, March 15, classical pianist, 
Carson City Community Center, 883-1079 

Winterfest Lake Tahoe, March 15-19, gay and 
lesbian winter festival featuring skiing, snow­
boarding, sleigh rides, St. Patrick's Day par­
ty, proceeds to benefit the Lake Tahoe AIDS 
Task Force, various Lake Tahoe properties, 
800-824-6348 

COMING EVENTS 
Mother Earth Powwow, March 16-18, Carson 

City,882-1808 
Cowboy Culture Weekend, March 31-April 2, 

Minden, 782-9711 ext. 679 or 800-321-6983 
RSVP Spring Fun Fair, April 26-30, Carson City, 

687-4680 
Rod Halllnvitational/Reno 300 Off-Road Race, 

April 28-30, 800-FOR-RENO 
Fiesta Nevada Hispanic and Latin Celebration, 

May 4-7, Sparks, 353-2284 
Asian-Pacific Spring Festival of Fortune, May 

19-21, Sparks, 800-843-2427 ext. 3312 

SHOWGUIDE 
Reno/Sparks 

Bob CasheWs Horseshoe Club, 323-7900: Boots 
Bar, Grill, and Dance Hall: DJs nightly, free 
dance lessons Tues.-Sat. 

Circus Circus, 329-0711 or 800-648-5010: Free cir­
cus acts, 11am-midnight 



Johnny Cash appears at John Ascuaga's 
Nugget in Sparks February 23-24. 

Clarion, 825-4700 or 800-723-6500: Bands play 
nightly 

Eldorado, 786-5700, 800-648-5966 (U.s. outside 
evada), or 800-648-3024 (Canada): Rob Han­

na 's Salute to Rod Stewart, Dec. 26-Jan. 16; 
Danny Marona, Feb. 2-26 

Fitzgeralds, 785-3300 or 800-648-5022 (U.s. out­
side Nevada) 

Flamingo Hilton Reno, 785-7080: Flamingo Show­
rool1l:" American Superstars," indi. (dark Tues.) 

Harolds Club, 329-0881 or 800-648-5022: Dick 
Clark's American Bandstand Club: OJ and live 
bands alternate, Tues.-Sat. 

Harrah's Reno, 788-3773 or 800-HARRAHS: Sam­
my's S/lOwroom: "Hit City!" and "Skin 
Tight"(dark Tues.); Phyllis Diller /Tony Till­
man, thru Jan. 1; Patti Page, Jan. 14-22; Bill 
Medley, Jan. 24-Feb.5; Holly Dunn, Feb. 7-19; 
Blood, Sweat and Tears, Feb. 21-Mar. 5; Ren­
dezvous Bar: Savage, indf. (dark Sun.); Sail­
winds, indf. (dark Mon.-Thurs.); High Lirni t, 
indf. (dark Wed.-Fri.) 

John Ascuaga's Nugget, Sparks, 356-3304 or 800-
648-1177 (U.s. and Western Canada): Celebri­
ty Showroom: Brenda Lee, Dec. 27-29 and Jan. 
1-11; Paul Anka, Dec. 30-31; Johnny Cash, Feb. 
23-24; Casino Cabaret: Flashback, indf. 

Peppermill, 826-2121 or 800-648-6992: Cameron, 
thru Jan. 1; Tommy Bell, thru Jan. 8; Lelands, 
thru Jan. 8 

Reno Hilton, 789-2285 or 800-648-3568 (U.S. out­
side evada): Goldwyn Ballroom: Dennis Miller, 
Dec. 31; eville Brothers, Jan. 1; Hiltol1 The­
atre: Jeff Kutash's "Splash," water-theme show, 
indf.; jllst for Lallghs Comedy Cillb: comedians 
perform nightly, indf. 

Reno Hotel, 788-2000 
Silver Club, Sparks, 358-4771 or 800-648-1137 

(U.s. outside evada): Tammy Allen and 
RSVP, thrll Jan. 1; Dynatones, Dec. 28-31; Joey 
Carmon, Jan. 2-16; George Pickard, Jan. 2-22; 
The Act, Jan. 16-22; White Wing, Jan. 23-29; 
Sierra,Jan. 23-Feb. 6; Pa radise, Jan. 30-Feb.12; 
Cheryl Cotton, Feb. 6-19; Inside Out, Feb. 13-
19; David Proud, Feb. 19-March 5; Silk, Feb. 
19-March 5; Tammy Allen and RSVP March 
6-12; Double Edge, March 6-12; Madison Av­
enue, March 13-19; George Pickard, March 13-
April 2 

Western Village, Sparks, 331-1069 or 800-648-
1170: St. Romaine, thru Jan. 1; Garfin Gather­
ing, Jan. 2-15; Powerhouse, Jan. 23-29 

Carson City/Carson Valley 
Carson City Nugget, 882-1626 or 800-426-5239 

(continental U.S. outside evada): Entertain­
mentTBA 

Carson Station, Carson City, 883-0900: Enter­
tainment TBA 

Carson Valley Inn, Minden, 782-9711 or 800-321-
6983 (continental U.s. outside Nevada): The 
Act, thru Jan. 7; Tommy Bell, Jan. 9-14; Edy 
Gainer and Dezire, Jan. 16-28; Get Ready, Jan. 
30-Feb. 4; Whiskey Ridge, Feb. 6-11; White 
Wing, Feb. 13-18; The Game, Feb. 20-25; 
Paradise, Feb. 27-March 11; Slick Gypsy, 
March 13-18 

Sharkey's Nugget, Gardnerville, 782-3133 
Topaz Lodge, Topaz Lake, 266-3339 

Lake Tahoe 
Bill's Lake Tahoe, Stateline, 588-2455 
Caesars Tahoe, Stateline, 586-2044 or 800-648-

3353: Circus Maximus: Beach Boys, Dec. 31-
Jan. 1; Doobie Brothers, Jan. 13-15; Huey Lewis 
and the News, Jan. 27-28; Peking Acrobats, 
Feb. 5; Moody Blues, Feb. 17-19 

Cal-Neva Lodge, Crystal Bay, 832-4000 or 800-
225-6382 

Crystal Bay Club Casino, Crystal Bay, 831-0512: 
Tammy Allen and RSVP, Jan. 10-22; Heidi Wil­
son and the Affair, Jan. 24-Feb. 5 

Harrah's Lake Tahoe, Stateline, 588-6606 or 800-
HARRAHS: South Shore Room: "Ice: A Frozen 
Fantasy," starring 1994 U.S. Open Professional 
Gold Medalist Caryn Kadavy, Jan. I-Jan. 30; 

Price is per room, per night, Sunday-Thursday, excluding holidays and subject to 
promotional room availability. Other days slightly higher and some restrictions may apply. 

Up to 4 adults per room at no extra charge r *Regular tower room rate $99. 

l.J orne on. Plant your feet on 21 and our more than 1200 slots 
winning ground, at the Peppermill and video ma chines, yo u just 
Hotel Casino in Reno. The biggest might find yourself grounded in 
Little City's our hometown, too, good fortune. 
and we're ready to show you how Plus, all of this instant vacation 
to land, in style. fun is never more than a one-stop 

Here you 'll find the elegant away from anywhere in the Reno 
appointments of 632 rooms and Air air. And it's waiting for you for 
suites towering above a captivating as little as $46 a night. 
casino. With our Super Bonus Keno, 
the liberal rules of our Single-deck Happy landings ... at the Peppermill. 

For Reservations (800)942-6521 
And ask for the Nevada Magazine $46 rate. 

2707 SOUTH VIRGINIA STREET, RENO, NEVADA 89502 LOCAl. (702)826-2121 
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RENO-TAHOE 

HOTELS 

Casino Notes 
Stadium Parking: The Club Cal-Neva 

is adding a $10-million, 775-space 
parking garage designed to look like 
a baseball stadium. The garage, which 
is scheduled to be completed by next 
spring, will be linked to the casino by 
a 95-foot-wide skyway across Center 
Street. 

Radio Signals: John Ascuaga's Nugget 
broadcasts a live radio program from 
its lobby every Thursday during foot­
ball season. A sports panel runs down 
the list of the week's college and NFL 
games. The show is broadcast on AM 
1270 KPL Y, and the public is invited 
to watch each week from 4 to 6 p.m. 

Striking It Rich: The opening cere­
monies for the country's first Nation­
al Bowling Stadium will be February 
3-4 in Reno. The event also will kick 

Discover the 
Carson Valley. 

Golf Nevada's fine t 
courses. Soar in a glider. 
Ride in a balloon. 
Play the casinos. 
Enjoy Ba que dining. 

Lose the crowds. 
Leave the hassles 
behind. 

The Carson Valley ... 
It' beautiful. 
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The National Bowling Stadium's grand 
opening ceremonies will take place in 
Reno on February 3-4. 

off the six-month American Bowling 
Congress Centennial Tournament. 
The downtown facility will house 80 
championship Brunswick lanes and 
a state-of-the-art scoring system. 

Berry Good Drink: The Peppermill re­
cently toasted day-shift bartender Di­
ane Peters for her concoction "Berried 
Treasure," which was recognized by 
the food and beverage magazine 
Cheers. The libation consists of two 
rums, Southern Comfort, orange and 
cranberry juices, and Grand Marnier. 

Silver Stakes: The Silver Club in 
Sparks announced plans for a $20-mil­
lion expansion. Phase One, which is 
expected to be finished by summer 
1996, will add 260 rooms in a nine-sto­
ry hotel tower and 8,000 square feet 
of casino space, bringing the total guest 
rooms to 1,000. 

Bridge Over Sparks: The $235-million 
Victorian Square Project, a downtown 
Sparks renovation project, includes 
plans to transform Victorian Square 
into a 19th-century festival center and 
to connect John Ascuaga's Nugget to 
the Silver Club by bridges. The six­
block area also will have shopping, 
restaurants, high-tech rides and 
games, a cinemaplex, and an IMAX 
movie theater. Completion is expect­
ed by 1996. 

Photo: Lonnie Peck/Reno News Bureau 



Dr. John, Feb. 3-4; "High Voltage," Feb. 8-April 
15; Harry Belafonte, Feb. 17-20; Casino Center 
Stage: Inside Out, thru Jan. 2; Louie Fontaine 
and the Rockets, thruJan. 8; Mitch Woods and 
His Rocket 88s, Jan. 6-9; Entertainment Com­
mittee, Jan. 10-22; The Outsiders, Jan. 13-16; 
Next Movement, Jan . 24-Feb. 5; Garfin Gath­
ering, Jan. 21-23, 27-30, and Feb. 3-6; Sneak 
Preview, Feb. 7-19; The Outsiders, Feb. 10-13; 
Steppin' Stonz, Feb. 21-March 5 

Harveys, Stateline, 588-2411 or 800-HARVEYS: 
Emerald Theatre, "A Blast From the Past," indf.; 
Llewellyn's: Ron Rose Sound, indf. 

Hyatt Regency Lake Tahoe, Incline Village, 832-
1234: Entertainment TBA 

Lake Tahoe Horizon, Stateline, 588-6211 or 800-
648-3322: "Cheers," variety revue, indf. 

Lakeside Inn, Stateline, 588-7777: Entertainment 
TBA 

Tahoe Biltmore, Crystal Bay, 831-0660 or 800-
BILTMOR: Bands p lay Tues.-Sun.; The 
Robey's, Jan. 17-29; Sierra, Jan. 31-Feb.12; Bob 
Dee and Co., Feb. 14-26; L.J. Lawrence, Feb. 
28-March 12 

ATTRACTIONS, 
TOURS & MUSEUMS 

Carson City 
Amuseum of Northern Nevada: 813 . Carson 

St., 884-2226 
Great Basin Wildlife Center: 3770 Butti Way, 

887-2172 
Kit Carson Trail: Self-guided walking tour, 882-

1565 or 800-638-2321 
Nevada State Capitol: 687-5030 
Nevada State Library and Archives: State Con­

stitution exhibit, 100 Stewart St., near State 
Capitol, 687-5210 

Nevada State Museum: 600 N. Carson, 687-4810 
Nevada State Railroad Museum: S. Carson St. at 

Fairview Dr., 687-6953 
Roberts House Museum: 1207 Carson, 882-1805 
Stewart Indian Museum: 5366 Snyder, 882-1808 
Warren Engine Co. No.1 Museum: 777 S. Stew-

art, 887-2210 

Genoa 
Genoa Courthouse Museum: 782-4325 
Mormon Station State Historic Park: Seasonal, 

782-4325,687-4379 
Walley's Hot Springs: 2001 Foothill Rd ., 782-8155 

Lake Tahoe 
Lake Tahoe Nevada State Park: 2005 Hwy. 28, 

Incline Village, 831-0494 
M.S. Dixie II Sternwheeler: Zephyr Cove, 588-

3508 
Ponderosa Ranch: Seasonal, Incline Village, 831-

0691 
Tahoe Gal Paddlewheeler: Tahoe City, 916-583-

0141 
TallOe Queen Sternwheeler: South Lake Tahoe, 

CA, 800-23-TAHOE 
Tahoe Rim Trail: 916-577-0676 
U. S. Forest Service Visitors Center: Tours, 916-

573-2600 
Vikingsholm: Tours, 916-525-7232 

Reno 
Bull Creek Ranch: Verdi, 345-7600 
Fleischmann Planetarium: U of N, 784-4811 
Liberty Belle Slot Collection: 4250 S. Virginia St., 

in Liberty Belle Sa loon, 825-1776 

Bed & Breakfast: 

Take a cruise on th-;' 
Riverboat Hotel & 

Casino 

Offer valid Sun· 
Thurs. Holiday.s 

excluded. Basee on 
double occul?ancy. 
Weekends slightly 
higher. SUb/'ect to 

availabi ity. 

Don't 
forget to ask 

about our exciting 
Superbowl Slot & 

BlaclCjack Tournament, 
Party,and Room 

Packages! 

Home of the Guaranteed 
$200.000 Giveaway 

CALL FOR RESERVATIONS 800·888·5525 

TONOPAH 
HISTORIC 

MINING PARK 
TWO OUNCE .999 SILV ER COl 

S3S.DD + 2.50 Shipping 

Order your collectors coin now and 
help preserve Central Nevada's rich 
mining history. Proceeds from coin 
sales will help further development 

of the Tonopah Historic Mining Park 

TONOPAH HISTORIC MINING PARK 
PO BOX 965 · TONOPAH · V 89049 

PHO E (702) 482·5920 

30 YEARS OF PUBLIC RADIO 

NPRNews, 
Classical Music, 

Jazz, 
and More 

KUNR FM 88.7, 
public radio for northern Nevada and 

eastern California, is an outreach service 
of the University of Nevada, Reno 
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VISIT HISTORIC 

WALKING TOUR OF HISTORIC ROUND COURTHOUSE 
AND OTHER VINTAGE BUILDINGS 

Original Train Station • Marzen House Museum 

SHADY CITY PARKS 
Picnic • Swim • Relax 

SIDE TRIPS 
Lovelock Indian Caves • Tufa Formations 

Ghost & Mining Towns • Rye Patch State Park 

LODGING • DINING • GAMING • CAMPGROUNDS 

PERSHING COUN7Y CONVENTION 
& VISITORS CENTER 

P.O. Box 986. Lovelock. NV 89419 
(702) 273-7144 

Shootit1g· • the West 
. . the Nevada Photography Experience 

In its seventh year! 
March 10, 11 & 12, 1995 
Winnemucca, Nevada 

Featuring Special Guests: Galen Rowell • Sam Abell 
Doug Keister • Ruth Danner 

and Bob Goodman as moderator 

Honoring John Tyson as Nevada Photographer of the Year 
Wi.th special presentations, exhibits, workshops 

... and much, much more! 
1994 Nevada Magazine Contest Winners 
Walden books • UNR Press • Trade Show 

For more information write: Shooting the West VII 
85 E. Fifth Street, Winnemucca, NV 89445 

or call (702)623-6388 
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RENO-TAHOE 

Mackay School of Mines Minerals Museum: U 
of N, 784-6052 

Nevadl Historical Society Museum: 1650 N. Vir­
ginia St., 688-1190 

Nevada Museum of Art, E. L. Wiegand Gallery: 
160 W. Liberty St., 329-3333 

Numana Hatchery Visitors Center: Pyramid 
Lake, 574-0290 

Raymond I. Smith Truckee River Walk and 
Wingfield Park Amphitheater: 334-2077 

Reno Tahoe Gaming Academy: Tours, 300 E. 
First St., Suite 103, 329-5665 

U of N Anthropology Dept. Research Museum: 
U ofN, 784-6704 

Wilbur D. May Arboretum and Botanical Gar­
den: Rancho San Rafael Park, 785-4153 

Wilbur D. May Great Basin Adventure: Seasonal, 
Rancho San Rafael Park, 785-4064 

Wilbur D. May Museum: Rancho San Rafael Park, 
785-5961 

William F. Harrah Foundation National Auto­
mobile Museum: 10 Lake St. S., 333-9300 

Sparks 
National Air Race Museum and Hall of Fame: 

1570 Hymer Ave., 356-7544 
Sparks Heritage Foundation and Museum: 820 

Victorian Ave., 355-1144 
Wild Island: Wild Island, Adventure Golf and 

Raceway, 250 Wild Island Ct., 359-2927 

Virginia City 
Chollar Mine: Tours, seasonal, 847-0155 
1869 Territorial Prison Museum: Tours, 847-0500 
Fourth Ward School Museum: Seasonal, 847-0975 
Julia C. Bulette Red Light Museum: 847-9394 
Liberty Engine Co. No.1 Comstock Firemen's 

Museum: Seasonal, 847-0717 
Mackay Mansion: 847-0173 
Mark Twain Museum of Memories: 847-0454 
Nevada Gambling Museum: 847-9022 
Piper's Opera House: Seasonal, 847-0433 
Ponderosa Mine: Tours, 847-0757 
Territorial Enterprise Mark Twain Museum: 

847-0525 
The Castle: Seasonal, 847-0275 
The Way It Was Museum: 847-0766 
Virginia and Truckee Railroad: Seasonal, 847-

0380 
Virginia City Radio Museum: 847-9047 
Wild West Museum: 847-0400 

Washoe Valley 
Bowers Mansion Park: Pool, 849-1825 
Davis Creek Park: 849-0684 
Washoe Lake State Park: E. Lake Blvd., 687-4319 

GAMING 
TOURNAMENTS 

January 
Slots, Jan. 6-11 and 16-18, Fitzgeralds, 785-3381 
Keno, Jan. 20-22, Comstock, 329-1880 
Slots, Jan. 22-23, Pepperrnill, 689-7125 
Keno, Jan. 27-28, Clarion, 825-4700 
Slots, Jan. 29-31, Clarion, 825-4700 

February 
Blackjack, Feb. 3-4, Peppermill, 689-7125 
Slots, Feb. 3-5, 10-12, and 20-22, Fi tzgeralds, 785-

3381 
Slots, Feb. 20-21, Pepperrnill, 689-7125 
Slots, Feb. 24-26, Comstock, 329-1880 
Slots, Feb. 26-28, Eldorado, 786-5700 



NEVADA EVENTS AND ENTERTAINMENT 

The Rural Territories 
PREVIEW 

Dances With Bulls 
You'll find lots of bulls, beef, and boot-scootin' during 

Fallon's 28th annual Nevada Cattlemen's pre-sale 
dinner and dance on February 17 at the Fallon Commu­
nity Center. The dinner and dance kick off the Nevada 
Cattlemen's Association All-Breeds Bull and Heifer Sale, 
which will be held on February 18. 

The evada Cattlewomen cook up a hearty meal of tri­
tip roasts, baked potatoes, salads, and cakes for the more 
than 300 people who attend the dinner. Although the beef 
is occasionally donated, the Nevada Cattlewomen 
provide most of the food. After dinner, a live band takes 
the stage, and you can dance till the cows come home­
usually about midnight. 

The evening event originally was created for the 40 or 
so bull sellers from Nevada, Utah, Oregon, Idaho, and 
California as well as the 40 to 100 buyers who gather for 
the annual sale at Gallagher's in Fallon. 

"Over the years it's turned out to be a big social event," 
says Betsy McFarland, executive director of the Nevada 
Cattlemen's Association. 

Cocktail hour is at 6 p.m. with dinner at 7 p.m. The 
dance begins between 8:30 and 9 p.m. Tickets for the 
dinner and dance cost $10 per person with $5 going 
toward a raffle ticket to win a calf. For more information 
call Betsy McFarland at 702-738-9214.-Monie Byers There's lots of bull in Fallon at Februan/s dinner and sale. 

COWBOY COUNTRY 
To ndn ,.'011. 

January 
Art Show, thru Dec. 27 ink, pencil, chalk, wa­

tercolor, and computer works by Don Collins 
ofBruneau, Idaho, orthea tern evada Mu­
eum, Elko, 738-3418 

Ansel Adams and Edward Weston Photographs, 
thru Jan. 24, ortheastern evada Museum, 
Elko, 738-3418 

Photography Show, Dec. 3D-Jan. 24, photos by 
Lorraine Giurlani of Winnemucca, orth-

Photo: Kate Buller 

eastern evada Museum, Elko, 738-3418 
1995 Blizzard Open Golf Tournament, Jan. 10-

15, second annual, open play is Jan. 10-15, on 
Jan. 14-15 the tournament will include indi­
vidual stroke play, two-per on best ball, and 
couples best ball; play i on nine-hole indoor 
arena golf cour e laid out in ide the Spring 
Creek Horse Palace with water haza rds, sand 
trap, and tree on the par 36 cou r e, Spring 
Creek, 12 miles south of Elko, 753-6295 

Cowboy Poetry Gathering, Jan. 21-28, cowboys 
and cowgirl ga ther and recite poetry about 
life on the range, includes exhibits of ative 
American ranching technique , mu ie, work­
shops, and evening shows, Western Folklife 
Center, Elko Convention Center, 738-7508 

Shakespeare's "Villians, Fools, and Clowns," 
Jan. 25, Marc Wei haus act out scenes from 
the Bard' play and poem, Per hing Coun­
ty Community Center, Lovelock, 273-2082 

ative American Cowboy Exhibit, Jan. 2 -March 
15, gear and crafts of area ative American 
cowboys and craft people, o rtheastern 

evada Museum, Elko, 738-3418 

February 
Snobowl Canoe Races, Feb. 4, Elko, 738-2050 
Slot Tournament, Feb. 5-6, Peppermill, Wen-

dover, 664-2255 
Eagles Crab Feed, Feb. 11, Community Center, 

Lovelock, 273-7144 or 273-2611 
Gun Show, Feb. 11-12, Elko Convention Center, 

738-4091 
Mule Deer Expo, Feb. 17-19, hunting equipment, 

display of trophy heads, Elko Convention Cen­
ter, 738-4091 

HOT LINES 
evada Division of State Parks: District 

III office in Fallon: 867-3001; Di trict IV 
office in Elko County: orthfork 6493; 
Di trict V office in Panaca: 728-4467 

For chamber of commerce and conven­
tion center phone numbers, see page 
E-34 
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RURAL EVENTS 

PREVIEW 

Texas Blues in Fallon 
Texas blues singer Keri Leigh 

has been compared to Janis 
Joplin and Bonnie Raitt. Concert­
goers will have the chance to hear 
the 24-year-old vocalist, who has 
a four-octave range and a voice 
that can go from a whisper to a 
fierce growl, in Fallon on Satur­
day, January 2l. 

Leigh and her Austin, Texas­
based band, the Blue Devils, per­
form music that both celebrates 
tradition and expands the genre. 
They have released two albums, 
"Blue Devil Blues" and "No Be­
ginner," on the Amazing Records 
label. 

The band is led by Leigh's hus­
band, guitarist Mark Lyon, who 
plays a down-and-dirty steel gui-

tar. Leigh writes many of her own 
songs, and the group also covers 
the work of blues giants like 
Charlie Patton, Ida Cox, Hound 
Dog Taylor, and Little Milton. 

Keri Leigh and the Blue Devils 
will make their only Nevada 
appearance on Saturday night, 
January 21, at the Fallon Conven­
tion Center. Doors open at 7 p.m., 
and the show starts at 8 p.m. There 
will be a no-host bar as well as 
dancing. 

Tickets are on sale for $12 and 
are available in Reno at Sound­
wave CD's, in Fallon at Jeff's 
Office Supply and Lady Faire, in 
Carson City at Kennedy's Books, 
and through the Churchill Arts 
Council (702-423-1440). Keri Leigh sings in Fallon January 21. 

WELCOME TO OUR VALLEY! Dilly 60 miles west of Las Vegas 

Sponsored by: 
Pahrump Valley Chamber of Commerce 
Harvest Festival, Economic Development 
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For Information, Call 

1-800-633-WEST or (702) 727-5800, Ex t. 1 

Or Write 

P.O. Box 42, Pahrump, NV 89041 

Photo: Cindy Light 



Bill Haley's Comets bring rock 'n' roll to 
Cactus Petes in Jackpot January 3-8. 

PONY EXPRESS 
TERRITORY 

To 
To W(>U.ufl d 
£ Iho W(tlldover 

January 
Hidden Cave Tours, Jan. 14 and 28, free, meet at 

9:30a m a t the Ch urchill Coun ty Museum, 
Fallon, 423-3677 

Keri Leigh and the Blue Devils, Ja n. 21, Texas 
rhythm and blues band, Fallon Convention 
Center, 423-1440 

February 
Art Show, Feb. 1-28, works by Robert Morrison, 

Churchill Public Library, Fallon, 423-1440 
Hidden Cave Tours, Feb. 11 and 25, free, meet at 

9:30a m a t the Churchill County Museum, 
Fallon, 423-3677 

Nevada Cattlemen's Assn. All-Breeds Bull and 
Heifer Sale, Feb. 17 -18, 28th annual, pre- ale 
dinner and dance on Feb. 17 auction on Feb. 
18, Ga llagher's Livestock, Fa llon, 738-9214 

PIONEER TERRITORY 

January 
Berlin-Ichthyosaur Fossil House and Berlin 

Photo: Jack Hoffman 

Ghost Town Tours, sta te park rangers lead 
tours of 225-million-yea r-old ichthyosaur 
foss ils and the Berlin ghost town site, call for 
days and times, Berlin-Ichthyosaur State Park, 
23 miles east of Gabbs, 964-2440 

Ms. Nye County Senior Pageant, Jan . 8, Amar­
go a Multi-Purpo e Building, Amargosa, 372-
5655 or 372-5459 

Freeway Philharmonic Concert, Jan. 20, four­
member band combines the classics wi th jazz 
using guitar, electric violin, and chapman stick, 
Catholic Center, Yerington, 463-3066 

Stagecoach Blackpowder Shoot, Jan. 21-22, Beat­
ty,553-2424 

February 
Hawthorne Volunteer Fireman's Ball, Feb. 25, 

featuring Papa Clutch and the Shifters, annual 
fund-raising dance for Hawthorne's volun­
teer fire department, Hawthorne Convention 
Center, 945-2497 

March 
Loren Kahn Puppet Theatre, March 3, short plays 

fo r adults and children, 7:30pm, $8 general 
admission, $6 students and seniors, Catholic 
Center, Yerington, 463-3066 

COMING EVENTS 
Rachel Days, April 1, 729-2515 
Mason Valley Gem and Mineral Society Spring 

Festival, April 30, Yerington, 463-2245 

&tep Back Into History! 
A stroll down Main Street in Eureka will take you back 100 years ago when 

Eureka was a thri ving mining camp. 

Visit our historiccourthou e, the Eureka Opera House, and the Eureka Sentinel 

ewspaper Building (now a fine museum). 

Explore the side treet and discover dozen of historic buildings - each with 

its own fascinating story. 

Experience hi tory in Eureka, evada, the be t pre erved town on Highway 50 

the " Loneliest Road in America." 

For your free copy of "A Self Guiding Tour of Eureka," call us at 702-237-5484 

Eureka County Chamber of Commerce and Economic Development Authority 
P.O. Box 14 · Eureka, Nevada 89316 
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• HOTEL & CASINO -
APPROVED 

~~ ~pJ.!~. 

Indoor Pool & at Tub 

EVERYTHING IN ELY 
On u.s. 93 & 6 ~ At Avenue I 
Ely, Nevada * 702-289-4884 

----- -

TONOPA~ 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

& MINES, INC. 

'* GHOST TOWNS 

'* CASINOS 

'* MUSEUM 

'* MINING HERITAGE 

Relax and enjoy our 
friendly atmosphere. 

We are waiting to greet you! 

Jim Butler Days 
Every Memorial Weekend 
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Jurassic Park. 
And More. 

From Mineral County, you can vi it 
Nevada' Ichthyo auru , or ufi h 

lizard," fo sil that was found in Lower 
Juras ie-period rock. It's a whopper! 
Check out our famous ghost towns 

for signs of more recent inhabitants, 
or enjoy livelier activities like water-

skiing, sai lboarding, or jet skiing. 
It' like nowhere eI e on earth! 

MINERAL COUNTY 
Where the days just aren't long enough! 

For more information, call 
(702) 945-5896 

RURAL EVENTS 

Cinco de Mayo Celebration, May 5, Amargosa 
Valley, 372-5459 

Cinco de Mayo Festival, May 6, Wendover, 664-
3414 or 800-426-6862 

Desert Oasis Bluegrass Festival, May 12-14, 
Fallon, 423-4556 

BluBlocker Nevada 100, May 20-21, auto race, 
Ely, 289-8877 

Smith Valley Strawberry Festival, May 21, Smith 
Valley, 465-2481 

Jim Butler Days, May 26-29, Tonopah, 482-3859 
" Best in the Desert" Grand Prix, June 10, 

motorcycle race, Ely, 289-8877 
Gridley Days, June 16-18, with fiddling contest, 

Austin,964-2200 

RURAL 
SHOWGUIDE 
Cowboy Country 

Battle Mountain: Owl Club, 635-5155 
Elko: Commercial Hotel, 738-3181: Comedy on 

Wed. Red Lion, 738-2111 or 800-545-0044 
(Western U.s. outside evada). Stockmen's 
Hotel,738-5141 

Jackpot: Barton's Club 93, 755-2341. Cactus 
Petes, 755-2321 or 800-821-1103: Gala Show­
rOOI1l: Tammy Wynette, Dec. 31-Jan. 1, Bill 
Haley's Comets, Jan. 3-8; The Diamonds, Jan. 
10-15; Bill Pinkney's Original Drifters, Jan. 17-
22; The Kingston Trio, Jan. 24-29; Boxcar 
Willie, Feb. 14-19; Cabaret Lounge at Cae/us 
Petes: Mike and Jackie Nigro, Jan. 2-15; Ross 
Lewis Duo, Jan. 16-29; Soft Touch, Feb. 13-26; 
Blue Flame, Feb. 27-March 12. Horseshu Casi­
no, 755-7777 

Mill City (on Interstate 80): Burns Bros. Casino, 
Mr. B's Lounge, 538-7306: Flat Creek Band, 
Dec. 29-31 

Wendover: Mac's Casino and evada Crossing 
Hotel, 664-4000: The Robey's, Jan. 3-15; Sier­
ra,Jan. 17-29. Pepper mill, 664-2255 or 800-648-
9660 (U.S. outside evada). Red Garter, 
664-2111 or 800-982-2111 (continental U.S. out­
side Nevada): The Living Daylights, Dec. 27-
Jan. 1; Neil Miller Duo, Jan. 3-22; Alan Redstone, 
"The One Man Band," Jan. 24-Feb. 12; Ross 
Lewis Duo, Feb. 14-March 12. Silver Smith, 
664-2231 or 800-354-3671: Nightly entertain­
ment. State Line, 664-2221 or 800-648-9668: 

ightlyentertainment 
Winnemucca: Winners Hotel, 623-2511: R.c. and 

Lonesome Heart,Jan. 3-15; Herb McQuay,Jan. 
24-29; karaoke on Mon .; comedy on Wed .; live 
entertainment Tues.-Sun. 

Pony Express Territory 
Ely: Hotel Nevada, 289-6665: Comedy Night is 

on Tues. 
Fallon: Bonanza Inn, 423-3111 ext. 47 Fallon 

Nugget, 423-3111 

Pioneer Territory 
Beatty: Stagecoach, 553-2419 or 800-4BIGWIN 

(U.S. outside Nevada) 
Hawthorne: El Capitan, 945-3321: Entertainment 

TBA 
Pahrump: Saddle West Casino, 727-1111 or 800-

GEDDY-UP 
Tonopah: Mizpah Hotel, 482-6202. Station House, 

482-9777 
Yerington: Casino West,463-2481: Karaoke, indf. 

Dini's Lucky Club, 463-2868: Entertainment 
TBA 



Golfers can tee up on a nine-hole indoor 
course during Spring Creek's Blizzard 
Open Golf Tournament JanuanJ 10-15. 

ATTRACTIONS, 
TOURS & MUSEUMS 

Cowboy Country 
Bonneville Salt Flats: Wendover, 801-977-4300 
Buckaroo HaJJ of Fame: 50 Winnemucca Blvd. 

W., Winnemucca, 623-2225 
Giant Tufa Park: West of Lovelock, 273-7213 
Humboldt Museum:Jungo Rd. and Maple Ave., 

Winnemucca, 623-2912 
Jarbidge Wilderness Area: 208-543-4129 
Marzen House Museum: Marzen Ln., Lovelock, 

273-7213 
Northeastern Nevada Museum: 1515 Idaho St., 

Elko, 738-3418 
Western Folklife Center: 501 Railroad St., Elko, 

738-7508 
Wild Horse State Recreation Area: 65 miles north 

of Elko, 758-6493 

Pioneer Territory 
Belmont Courthouse State Historic Site: 867-

3001 
Berlin-Ichthyosaur State Park: 22 miles east of 

Gabbs, 964-2440 or 867-3001 
Cathedral Gorge State Park: Panaca, 728-4467 
Central Nevada Museum: Tonopah, 482-9676 
Death Valley National Park: Via Beatty,619-786-

2331 
Lincoln County Museum: Pioche, 962-5207 
Lyon County Museum: 215 S. Main St., Yering­

ton, 463-3341 ext. 255 or 463-3721 
Million Dollar Courthouse: Pioche, 962-5182 
Mineral County Historical Museum: 400 10th 

St., Hawthorne, 945-5142 
Pahrump Valley Vineyards: Winery tours, 3810 

Winery Rd ., 727-6900 
Rhyolite Bottle House, Historic Site: 553-2424 
Spring Valley State Park: Pioche, 962-5102 
Walker Lake State Recreation Area: Hawthorne, 

945-5896 

Photo: Elko Daily Free Press 

Pony Express Territory 
Cave Lake State Recreation Area: 15 miles south 

of Ely, 728-4467 
Churchill County Museum and Hidden Cave: 

Tours, 1050 S. Maine St., Fallon, 423-3677 
Dayton State Park: 687-5678 
East Ely Railroad Depot Museum: 289-1663 
Eureka Opera House: Open Mon.-Fri. or by ap-

pointment, tours ava ilable, 10201 Main St., 
Eureka, 237-6006 

Eureka Sentinel Museum: Eu reka, 237-5010 or 
237-5484 

Fort Churchill State Historic Park: Silver Springs, 
577-2345 

Great Basin National Park: Baker,65 miles east 
of Ely, 234-7331 

Hickison Petroglyph Recreation Site: 24 miles 
east of Austin on U.S. 50 

Nevada Northern Railway Museum: Seasonal, 
East Ely, 289-2085 

Sand Mountain: 20 miles east of Fallon, U.s. 50, 
885-6000 

Ward Charcoal Ovens State Historic Site: 16 
miles (11 dirt) south of Ely 

White Pine Public Museum: 2000 Aul tman St., 
Ely, 289-4710 

A Reminder: To confirm dates and times, please li se 
the phone /llill/ber listed with each event orattrnction. 
For out-oj-state callers, tire area code is 702 throllgh­
out Nevada. For hotels' toll-free pho/le /lumbers, call 
800-555-1212. 

Plan a day of your Las Vegas vacation to see Zion 
this winter, our most incredible national park ... or 

play golf all year in southern Utah's Dixie. 

When your tired of the Las Vegas casino crowds, or trying to get a tee time, 
take a short drive north. In just two and a half hours you can be enjoying Zion 
National Park in the winter and experience one of nature's truly magnificent 
achievements. The park is not as crowded in the winter and temperatures are 
moderate during the winter season. It's exhilarating just getting away to a place 
so beautiful. 

Or bring your golf clubs and relax on one of eight impeccably manicured 
courses in St. George and Utah's Dixie ... where you can golf all year, and at 
prices you never thought you'd see again in your lifetime. 

Plan a day, maybe two, to visit 
southern Utah's Dixie. We have all the 
amenities to make your stay enjoyable 
and complete. 

Send for our FREE 
32-page visitor guide 
listing accommodations , 
golf packages and other 
places to visit in 
southern Utah's Dixie . 

Call toll free : 

1-800-869-6635 

t.

"" . . · .. ;:; . " . ~ _)1,1.: , ,.-'-
" , 

~* ". ~ 

WASHINGTON COUNTY TRAVEL AND CONVENTION BUREAU 
The Dixie Center 425 South 700 East 8t. George, Utah 84770 
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THE NEVADA TERRITORIES 

Vacation Hot Lines 
Where to call or write for travel tips. 

W hen planning your 
Nevada trip or va­
cation, be sure to 

write or phone these one-stop 
sources for information. 

If you plan to stop by a cham­
ber (C of C) office, chances are 
it will be open in the daytime 
Monday through Friday. 

When calling long distance 
within Nevada, first dial the 
state's area code (702). 

Statewide Information 
Nevada Commission on Tourism: 

Capitol Complex, Carson City, 

NV 89710; 687-3636 or 800- ~~~;on~~~~-""........:.. __ --------"'" NEVADA-8 anywhere in U.s. 1 
and Canada 

Las Vegas Territory 
Boulder City C of C: 1497 Nevada 

Hwy., Boulder City, NY 89005; 293-2034 
Boulder City Visi tor Cen ter: 100 Nevada H wy., 

Boulder City, NY 89005; 294-1220 
Henderson C of C: 100 E. Lake Mead Dr., Hen­

derson, NY 89015; 565-8951 
Henderson Convention Center: 200 Water St., 

Henderson, NY 89015; 565-2171 
Hoover Dam Visitors Services: Box 60400, Boul­

der City, NY 89006; 293-8367 
Jean Visitor Center: Interstate 15 Rest Area (8 mi. 

south of Jean), Jean , NY 89019; 874-1566 
Las Vegas C of C: 711 E. Desert Inn Rd., Las Ve­

gas, NY 89109; 735-1616 
Las Vegas Convention and Visitors Authority: 

3150 Paradise, Las Vegas, NY 89109; 892-0711 
Latin C of C: 829 S. Sixth St., Las Vegas, NY 89101; 

385-7367 
Laughlin C of C: Box 2280, Laughlin, NY 89029; 

298-2214 or 800-227-5245 outside Nevada 
Laughlin Visitor Center: 1555 S. Casino Dr., 

Laughlin, NY 89029; 298-3321 
Mesquite Area C of C: 250 W. Mesquite Blvd., 

Suite 8, Box 785, Mesquite, NY 89024; 346-2902 
Mesquite Visitor Center: Interstate 15 Exit 122, 

Mesquite, NY 89024; 346-2702 
Moapa Valley C of C: Box 361, Overton, NY 89040; 

397-2193 (Lost City Museum) 
Nevada Black C of C: Box 4850, Las Vegas, NY 

89106; 648-6222 
North Las Vegas C of C: 1023 E. Lake Mead Blvd., 

North Las Vegas, NY 89030; 642-9595 
Southern Nevada Arts Hot Line: Local arts and 

cultural events; on touch-tone phone ca ll 385-
4444 and enter code 2172 

Reno-Tahoe Territory 
Carson City C of C: 1900 S. Carson St., Suite 100, 

Carson City, NY 89701; 882-1565 
Carson City Convention and Visitors Bureau: 

1900 S. Carson St., Suite 200, Carson City, NY 
89701; 687-7410 or 800-NEVADA-1 in U.S. 

Carson Valley C of C and Visitors Authority: 
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Territories 

To assist you in 
your travels 
through Nevada, the 
state has been divided into 
five territories: Las Vegas, 
Reno-Tahoe, Cowboy Country, 
Pony Express, and Pioneer. Indian 
Territory encompasses all of Nevada. 

1524 Hwy. 395, No.1, Gardnerville, NY 89410-
7814; 782-8144 or 800-727-7677 in U.s. 

Greater Reno-Sparks C of C: 405 Marsh Ave., 
Reno, NY 89505; 686-3030 

Incline Village/Crystal Bay C of C: 969 Tahoe 
Blvd., Incline Village, NY 89451; 831-4440 

Incline Village/Crystal Bay Visitor and Con­
vention Bureau: 969 Tahoe Blvd., Incline Vil­
lage, NY 89451; 832-1606 or 800-GO-TAHOE 
anywhere in U.S. 

Lake Tahoe Visitors Authority: 1156 Ski Run 
Blvd., South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150; 916-544-
5050, 800-AT-TAHOE in U.s., or 900-776-5050 
for updated visitor info. ($l/min. charge) 

North Lake Tahoe C of C: Box 884, Tahoe City, 
CA 96145; 916-581-6900 

Reno-Sparks Convention and Visitors Author­
ity: 4590 S. Virginia St., Reno, NY 89502; 827-
7600, 827-RENO, or 800-FOR-RENO in the U.S. 

~heO 
PanacaO 

ffi) iJ 
Caliente 

Q Alamo 

Reno-Sparks Indian Colony 
Tribal Council: 98 Colony Rd ., 
Reno, NY 89502; 329-2936 

South Lake Tahoe C of C: 3066 
Lake Tahoe Blvd., S. Lake 
Tahoe, CA 96150; 916-541-5255 

Sparks C of C: 831 Victorian Ave., 
Sparks, NY 89431; 358-1976 

Tahoe-Douglas C of C: Box 7139, 
Stateline, NY 89449; 588-4591 

Tahoe North Visitors and Con­
vention Bureau: Box 5578, 
Tahoe City, CA 95730; 916-583-
3494 or 800-824-6348 

Virginia City C of C: V&T Rail­
road Car, C St. , Virginia City, 
NV 89440; 847-0311 

Cowboy Country 
Battle Mountain C of C: Box 333, 

Battle Mountain, NV 89820; 
635-8245 

Elko C of C: 1601 Idaho St., EIko, 
NY 89801; 738-7135 

Elko Convention and Visitors 
Authority: 700 Moren Way, 
Elko, NV 89801; 738-4091 or 
800-248-ELKO outside Nevada 

Jackpot Visitors Information: Box 
508, Jackpot, NY 89825; 755-
2321,800-821-3935 in Nevada, 
800-821-1103 anywhere in U.s. 

Jarbidge Community Assn.: c/o 
Trad ing Post, Box 260072, 
Jarbidge, NY 89826; 488-2315 

Lovelock C of C: Box 821, Love­
lock, NY 89419; 273-7213 

McDermitt Information: Box 278, 
McDermitt, NY 89421 

Wells C of C: Box 615, Wells, NY 
89835; 752-3540 

Wendover USA Visitors/Con­
vention Bureau: Box 2468, Wen­
dover, NY 89883; 664-3414 or 
800-426-6862 outside Nevada 

Winnemucca C of C: 48 W. Win­
nemucca Blvd., Winnemucca, 

NY 89445; 623-2225 
Winnemucca Convention and Visitors Bureau: 

50 W. Winnemucca Blvd., Winnemucca, NY 
89445; 623-5071 

Pony Express Territory 
Austin C of C: Box 212, Austin, NY 89310; 964-

2200 
Dayton C of C: Box 408, Dayton, NY 89403; 246-

7909 (open Thurs.-Sun.) 
Ely's Bristlecone Convention Center: Box 958, 

Ely, NY 89301; 289-3720 
Eureka County C of C: Box 14, Eureka, NY 89316; 

237-5484 
Fallon Area C of C: 100 Campus Way, Fa llon, NY 

89406;423-2544 
Fallon Convention and Tourism Authority: 100 

Campus Way, Fa llon, NY 89406; 423-4556 or 
800-874-0903 anywhere in U.s. 



Fernley C of C: Box 1606, Fernley, NY 89408; 575-
4459 

Great Basin C of C: Baker, NY 89311; 234-7302 
Silver Springs EDASS (Econ. Dev. Authority of 

Silver Springs): Box 269, Silver Springs, NY 
89429; 577-2008 

White Pine C of C: 636 Aultman, Ely, NY 89301; 
289-8877 

Pioneer Territory 
Amargosa C of C: HCR 69-2 Box 401 W, Amar­

go a, NY 89020; 372-5459 
Beatty C of C: Box 946, Beatty, NY 89003; 553-

2424 
Caliente C of C: Box 553, Caliente, NY 89008; 726-

3129 
Gabbs, City of: Box 86, Gabbs, NV 89409; 285-

2671 
Goldfield C of C: Box 225, Goldfield, NY 89013; 

485-9957 
Goldfield Historical Society: Box 178, Goldfield, 

NY 89013; 485-6365 
Greater Smoky Valley C of C: Box 2020, State 

Route 376 at Carver's Station, Round Moun­
tain, NY 89045; 377-2490 

Lincoln County C of C: Box 553, Caliente, NY 
89008; 726-3129 

Mason Valley C of C: 227 S. Main St., Yerington, 
NV 89447-2536; 463-2245 

Mineral County C of C: Box 1635, Hawthorne, 
NY 89415; 945-5896 

Pahrump Valley C of C: Box 42, Pahrump, NY 
89041; 727-5800 or 800-633-WEST 

Pioche C of C: Box 127 Pioche, NY 89043; 962-
5544 

Tonopah C of C: Box 869, Tonopah, NY 89049; 
482-3859 

Tonopah Convention Center: Box 408, Tonopah, 
NY 89049; 482-3558 

Indian Territory 
Inter-Tribal Council of Nevada: 806 Holman Way, 

Sparks, NY 89431; 355-0600 
Indian Territory Chair: Stewart Indian Museum, 

5366 Snyder, Carson City, NY 89701; 882-1808 

State and National Parks 
Death Valley National Park: Death Valley, CA 

92328;619-786-2331 
Great Basin National Park: Baker, NY 89311; 234-

7331 
Lake Mead National Recreation Area: 601 eva­

da Hwy., Boulder City, NY 89005; 293-8907 
Nevada Division of State Parks: Capitol Com­

plex, Carson City, NY 89710; 687-4387 
Red Rock Canyon National Conservation Area: 

Box 26569, Las Vegas, NY 89126; 363-1921 

More Outdoor Activities 
Bicycling in Nevada: Nev. Dept. of Transporta­

tion: 1263 S. Stewart St., Carson City, NY 89712; 
687-4997 

Bureau of Land Management: Main: Box 12000, 
Reno, NY 89520; 785-6402; Box 26569, Las Ve­
gas, V 89126; 647-5000; Box 831, Elko, NY 
89801, 738-4071 

Humboldt National Forest: 976 Mountain City 
Hwy., Elko, NV 89801; 738-5171 

Nevada Dept. of Wildlife: Main: Box 10678, Reno, 
NY 89520, 688-1500; Southern Nevada: State 
Mail Complex, Las Vegas, NY 89158; 486-5127 

Pyramid Lake: Pyramid Lake Fisheries: Star Route, 
Sutcliffe, NY 89510; 476-0500 

Toiyabe National Forest: 1200 Franklin Way, 
Sparks, NY 89431, 331-6444; 2881 S. Valley View, 
Suite 16, Las Vegas, NV 89102, 873-8800 

CHOOSE FROM A WIDE 
SELECTION OF HOTEL PACKAGES: 
• 1 Night Room & Tax 
• Laugnlin Funbook , ". -
• Mucn, Much More ... 1~ HOTEL. CASINO 

HILTON 

LAUGHLIN 

IfJ1flCASlNJ~W 

BE SURE TO ASK ABOUE 
• Room-Only Rates • SpeCial Group Rates 
• Ren tal Car Specials • Wedding Packages 
• Rooms in Las Vegas • Sightseeing Tours 
• Las Vegas Hotel Packages • Show Tickets 

Candlelight 
WEDDING CHAPEL 

• Florist, Photos, Rings • Church Organist 
• Minister • Video Tapes of Ceremony 
• Wedding Packages • Receptions Available 

735-4179 - ALWAYS OPEN 
Out of State: 800·962·1818 

2855 las Vegas Blvd. South , las Vegas, Nevada 

LAUGHLIN. NEVADA 

HOTEL·CAS NO 

Featured on 
NBC's "Today Show" 

• Located ill the Heart o/the Las Vegas Strip • 
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DINING 
DIRECTORY 

The following Nevada dining direc­
tory includes current magazine ad­

vertisers. Each listing gives sample dish­
es, whether breakfast, lunch, or dinner 
(B, L, D) are served, and accepted cred­
it cards. Price ranges refer to typical en­
tree price per person: up to $10 ($), $11 
to $20 ($$), $21 to $30 ($$$), and more 
than $30 ($$$$). To phone from out of 
state or long distance in-state, the area 
code is 702 throughout Nevada. 

LAS VEGAS 
AMERICAN 

Diners can feast on steak and seafood at the Eldorado's Grill and Rotisserie in Reno. 

Excalibur Hotel/RoundTable Buffet-597-7777. Hot 
and cold entrees in abundance. B, L, D. $, major. 

Excalibur Hotel/Sherwood Forest Cafe-597-7777. 
Burgers, spaghetti, and a variety of sandwiches. B, 
L, D. $, major. 

Riviera HoteVKady's Coffee Shop-794-9318. Deli-style 
restaurant open 24 hours with daily specials, deli, 
and kosher items. B, L, D. $-$$, major. 

Sam's Town/Mary's Diner-SIll Boulder Hwy., 454-
8073. A '50s flair. Blue plate specials served 24 hours. 
B, L, D. $, major. 

Sam's Town/Smokey Joe's 24 Hour Cafe & Market-
5111 Boulder Hwy., 456-7777. Barbecue specialties 
served 24 hours. B, L, D. $, major. 

Sam's Town/Uptown Buffet-SIll Boulder Hwy., 454-
8048. B, L, D. $, major. 

FRENCH/CONTINENTAL 
Las Vegas Hilton/Le Montrachet-732-5111. Gourmet 

French cuisine, jackets required, reservations 
suggested. D. $$$$, major. 

INTERNATIONAL 
Riviera HoteUMardi Gras Food Court- inequick-ser­

vice restaurants serving food from around the world. 
B, L, D. $, no Cc. 

Riviera HotellWorld's Fare Buffet-794-9400. Features 
a different international cuisine every day. B, L, D. 
$, major. 

ITALIAN 
Excalibur HoteliLance-A-Lotta-Pasta-597-7777. lasa­

gna, fettuccine Alfredo, plus 14 differen pasta cre­
ations. L, D. $, major. 

Nevada's Cowboy Country! 
wl,ere tile great western tradition is still alive 

- 1995 EVENTS CALENDAR -
-JANUARY-

Elko: Cowboy Poetry Gathering 
Wells: Hole in the Mountain Cross Country Ski Race 

-FEBRUARY-
Wells: Invita tional Chariot Races 

-MARCH-
Winnemucca: Shooting the West VII (A Nevada Photography Experience) 

-APRIL-
Elko: International Collegiate Mining Competition 

Wendover 100: National Hare & Hound Motorcycle Race 
-MAY-

Winnemucca: Barrel Racing Fu turity & Derby, USTRC Team Roping 
Lovelock: Portugese Festa 

Oasis: Pequops Mountains Bike Challenge 
-JUNE-

McDermiH: Red Mountain Ind ian Pow Wow and Rodeo 
Winnemucca: AMA Mule Show & Races, North American Basque Festival 

Elko: Mining Exposition, Cowboy Music Gathering 
-JULY-

Elko: National Basque Festival, Silver State Stampede Rodeo 
McDermitt: Ranch Hand Rodeo 

Jackpot: Carl Hayden Daze 
Jarbidge: Discover Jarbidge Days 

Wmnemucca: IR::A W>rld Olampionship Roping 
Wendover: Bonneville Land Speed Opener 

BaHle Mountain: Mining Madness & Bed Races 

Write or Ca ll: Nevada's Cowboy Country, 50 West Winnemucca Blvd. 
Winne m ucca, Nevad a 89445 1-800-W MCA-NEV 1-800-962-2638 
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Imperial Palace/Pizza Palace-794-3261. Pizza, pasta, 
and salads. L, D. $, major. 

Las Vegas Hiltonl Andiamo--732-5lll. Northern Italian 
cuisine prepared in an exhibit kitchen, fish and 
poultry specialties. D. $$, major. 

Riviera HoteVRistorante Italiano--794-9363. Vermicelli 
salsa bella vista, lobster Francaise, and fresh seafood. 
D. $-$$$$, major. 

MEXICAN 
Las Vegas Hilton/Margaritagrille-732-51ll. Fajitas, 

burritos, chimichangas, and tostadas. D. $$, major. 
Sam's TownIWilly and Jose's Mexican Cantina-SIll 

Boulder Hwy., 454-8044. Authentic Mexican dishes 
in Old Mexico setting. D. $, major. 

ORIENTAL 
Imperial Pa lace/Ming Terrace-794-3261. Mandarin 

and Cantonese cuisine, aba lone, kung pao shrimp, 
roast duck. D. $$, major. 

Las Vegas HiltoniBenihana Village-732-51l1. Two 
traditional-style Japanese restaurants: hibachi and 
roba ta. D. $-$$$, major. 

Riviera Hotel/Rik'Shaw-794-9537. Pineapple duck, 
orange roughy with black pepper sauce. Beef, shrimp, 
chicken, and pork sauteed with Chinese vegetables 
in oyster sauce. D. $-$$, major. 

STEAK AND SEAFOOD 
Excalibur HoteliCamelot-597-7777. Escargot, sea bass 

St. Michel, rack of lamb, filet Canterbury. D. $$, 
major. 

Excalibur HoteVSir Galahad's Prime Rib Room-597-
7777. Prime rib, English-fashioned desserts, entrees 
with soup, sa lad, potatoes, creamed spinach, and 
Yorkshire pudding. D. $$, major. 

Excalibur HotellWild Bill's Saloon & Steakhouse-
597-7777. T-bone steaks, sirloins, ribs, fish, and 
chicken. D. $, major. 

Imperial Palace/Seahouse-794-326l. Alaskan king crab 
legs, appetizers, seafood salads. D. $$, major. 

Las Vegas Hilton/Hilton Steak House-732-5111. Steaks 
and seafood. D. $$$, major. 

Riviera HoteVKristofer's-794-9233. Steak, seafood, and 
chicken. Complete dinners include glass of house 
wine, vegetable tray, breads, salad, entree, and dessert 
bonbons. D. $$, major. 

Sam's TowniDiamond LiI's-5ll1 Boulder Hwy., 454-
8009. Fresh fish and seafood daily. D, Sun. brunch. 
$-$$, major. 

LAUGHLIN 
Colorado Belle/Orleans Room-298-4000. Sunset 

supper menu. D. $, major. 
EdgewaterfBountiful Buffet-298-2453. B, L, D. $, no 

Cc. 
EdgewaterlThe Hickory Pit Steak House-298-2453. 

Steak, seafood, prime rib, barbecue ribs, and 
chicken. D. $$, major. 

Gold River Resort/Cafe Victoria Coffee Shop-298-
2242. Open 24 hours. B, L, D. $, AE, MC, V. 

Gold River Resort/Opera House-298-2242. Buffet. B, 
L, D. $, AE, MC, V. 



Gold River ResortlPasta Cucina-298-2242. ltalian din­
ners. $$, AE, Me, V. 

Gold River ResortfThe Lodge-298-2242. Steakhouse. 
D. $-$$$, AE, MC, V. 

Ramada ExpresslDining Car Coffee Shop-29 -4200. 
Open 24 hours. B, L, D. $, major. 

Ramada ExpressfPassaggio Italian Gardens-298-42oo. 
Homemade sauces, pastas, pizzas. D. $, major. 

Ramada Express/Roundhouse Buffet-298-4200. B, L, 
D.$, major. 

Ramada Expressrrhe Steakhouse-298-4200. Specia l 
flame-broiled meats. D. $, major. 

RENO-CARSON AREA 
AMERICAN 

Carson ugget/Buffet-882-1626. Sun. champagne 
brunch, Sat. breakfast buffet, Fri. seafood buffet. B, 
L, D. $, major. 

Carson uggetlCoffee Shop-882-1626. Open 24 hour . 
B, L, D. $, major. 

Carson Valley InnfFiona's-Minden, 782-4347. Steaks, 
seafood, vea l, soup and salad bar. L, D, Sun. brunch. 
$-$$, major. 

Carson Valley InnlKatie's-Minden, 782-9711. Four­
course prime rib dinner, steak and lobster, half-pound 
burgers. B, L, D. $-$$, major. 

Carson Valley Inn/Michael's-Minden, 782-9711. Rack 
of lamb and fresh seafood crea tions. D. Closed 
Tue days. $-$$, major. 

Fitzgeralds RenofMolly's Garden-785-33oo. Omelets, 
prime rib, sandwiches, sa lads. Open 24 hours. B, L, 
D.$, major. 

Fitzgeralds Reno/Starlight Buffet-785-3300. Open dai­
ly. B, L, D. $, major. 

Holiday Hotel Casinorrhe Shore Room-Reno, 329-
0411. Fresh salmon in chive sauce, chicken, prime 
rib. Steamed vegetable basket. B, L, D. $, major. 

John Ascuaga's uggetlGeneral Store-Sparks, 356-
3300. Prime rib, giant apple pancake, seafood Louis. 
B, L, D. $, major. 

John Ascuaga's Nugget/Rotisserie-Sparks, 356-3300. 
Buffet. L, D, Sun. brunch. $-$$, major. 

Ormsby House HotelN & T Coffee Shop-Carson City, 
882-1890. B, L, D. $, major. 

Riverboat Res taurant and Coffeeshop-323-8877. 
Chicken and rib, Cajun-baked chicken with beef or 
pork ribs, open 24 hours. B, L, D. $, major. 

Sharkey's ugget-Gardnerville,782-3133. Prime rib 
i hou e specialty. B, L, D. $, no Cc. 

BASQUE 
Louis' Basque Corner-30l E. 4th St., Reno, 323-7203. 

Sweetbreads, tripe, paella, other seafood dishes. L, 
D. $$, major. 

FRE CH/CONTINENTAL 
Eldoradorrhe Vintage-786-57oo. Continental cuisine, 

daily specials, choice dry-aged beef, mesquite-grilled. 
Complimentary wine tasting from awa rd-winning 
wine list. D. $$, major. 

INTERNATIONAL 
Eldorado/Choices-786-5700. An express cafe with 

hofbrau, deli, bakery, ice cream. B, L, D. $, major. 
Eldoradorrivoli Gardens-786-57oo. Multi-ethnic, 24-

hour restaurant and entertainment attraction. Italian, 
South American, Ca ribbean, Thai, Szechwan, 
Vietnamese, Cantonese, and American cuisine. B, L, 
D.$, major. 

ITALIAN 
Eldorado/La Strada-786-57oo. orthern Italian cuisine 

with veal, chicken, and seafood entrees plus home­
made pasta, sauces, and desserts. Award-winning 
wine list. D. $$, major. 

ORIENTAL 
John Ascuaga's Nuggetrrrader Dick's-Sparks, 356-

3300. Cashew chicken, Szechwan specialties, 
flaming dagger brochette. L, D. $$, major. 

STEAK AND SEAFOOD 
Carson uggetlOyster Bar-882-1626. L, D. $, major. 
Carson uggetlSteak House-882-1626. Veal scalop­

pini, scampi in di ll sauce, chicken picata, escargot. 
D. $$, major. 

Eldorado/Grill and Rotisserie-786-57oo. Mahogany­
fueled roti erie and grill, fresh fish, fowl, lamb, and 
USDA choice dry-aged beef, soup and salad bar. D. 
$$, major. 

John Ascuaga 's uggetlJohn's Oyster Bar-Sparks, 
356-3300. Lazyman's cioppino, seafood stews. L, D. 
$$, major. 

John Ascuaga's Nugget/Steak House-Sparks, 356-3300. 
Prime rib, steak and lobster, snapper, shrimp Louis. 

L, D. $$, major. 
RiverboatlOyster Bar-323-8877. Riverboat cioppino, 

bay shrimp cocktail. L, D. $, major. 

LAKE TAHOE 
AMERlCA 

Caesars Tahoe/Cafe Roma-Statcline, 588-3515. Lamb 
chops, prime rib. B, L, D. $-$$, major. 

ITA LIA 
Caesars Tahoe/Primavera-Stateline, 588-35] 5. Linguini 

carbonara, tenderloin pizzaiola, polio allo spumante. 
D. $$, major. 

ORIENTAL 
Caesars Tahoe/Empress Court-Stateline, 588-35]5. 

Szechwan, Mandarin. D. $$, major. 
STEAK A D EAFOOD 

Caesars Tahoe/Broiler Room-Stateline, 588-35]5. Prime 
rib, seafood, Cajun specialties. Reservations for large 
parties. D. $$, major. 

Caesars Tahoe/Pisces-Stateline, 588-3515. Salmon, 

lobster, hrimp, sea bass. Flown in fresh daily. D. $$, 
major. 

AROUND THE STATE 
Elko: Stockmen'S Motor Hotel-738-514]. Casino cof­

fee shop, evening dinner house. B, L, D. $-$$, major. 
Ely: Copper Queen-289-4271. Coffee shop, family din­

ing room . Steaks, prime rib, seafood. Fri.- at., 5-]0 
p.m. B, L, D. $-$$, major. 

Fernley: Sturgeon's-575-2222. Coffee shop, family din­
ing room. Steaks, seafood. B, L, D. $-$$, major. 

Lovelock: Sturgeon 's-273-2971. 24-hour coffee shop, 
family dining room. Fiesta Room Supper lub Tues.­
Sat. Steaks, seafood, Mexican. B, L, D. $-$$$, major. 

Mt. Charleston: Mt. Charleston Hotel/Canyon Dining 
Room-872-55oo. Tournedos of beef, steak Diane, 
shrimp campi, chicken picatta. B, L, D. $$, major. 

Tonopah: Station House/Mary's Kitchen-482-9777. 
Casino restaurant, breakfasts, hamburgers, steak, 
and eafood. B, L, D. $, AE, MC, V. 

Right between Reno and Las Vegas is 
Pioneer Territory, full of natural wonders and 

hi toric towns-some populated, some not! 
You'll love our heartland hospitality and spirit. 

Take a drive and get caught up in it today. 

For more information , write 

Nevada's 

PIONEER TERRITORY 
P.O. Box 1958, Hawthorne, NV 89415 
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REVIEW 

Monday Night Music 
By JOHN L. SMITH 

Jazz and the night were meant for 
each other. There is something about 
the great American music's synco­

pa ted rhythms and deep-blue moods 
that make jazz an art form best suited 
for around midnight, the time when ro­
mance blossoms and hearts get broken. 

For proof, look no further than Alan 
Grant's award-winning Monday Night 
Jazz at the Four Queens. For the past 13 
years Grant has served up a veritable 
jazz hall of fame each week from the 
cozy French Quarter Room lounge at 
the downtown Las Vegas casino. For 
jazz aficionados, the scene is akin to a 
baseball fan experiencing a weekly 
"Field of Drearns" vision. From live per­
formances by guitar great Joe Pass or 
top vibraphonist Bobby Hutcherson to 
saxophone legends Pete Christlieb and 
Eddie "Cleanhead" Vinson, the Mon­
day-nigh t program has highligh ted 
many of the giants of traditional jazz. 

For Grant it's like having old friends 
visit him once a week. At 75, the Brook­
lyn native is a one-man jazz network. 
The music stirred him from the start, 
and he quickly gravita ted toward New 
York nightclubs and radio broadcasts. 
He hung out with Billie Holliday and 
gained a reputation as a jazz insider. 
With ABC Radio in New York, Grant 

Grant's place is jammed 

with jazz lovers. The 

listening is intense, 

the music memorable. 

hosted and produced broadcasts from 
Carnegie Hall and Philharmonic Hall. 
He emceed the renowned Newport Jazz 
Festival, and his ABC broadcasts from 
the Half Note lounge in Greenwich Vil­
lage were heard in 72 countries. Along 
the way Grant befriended n umerous 
jazz notables, including John Coltrane, 
Art Blakey, Dizzy Gillespie, and Wes 
Montgomery. Although he has outlasted 
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Bobby Hutcherson (left) and Joe Pass jazz up the Four Queens' French Quarter Room. 

many of those legends, Grant's personal 
network of contacts remains vast. 

"All these great musicians worked 
along with me during those years," 
Grant says. "When I came here, I asked 
the people at the Four Queens to give 
me a contract for three months. I knew 
it would work. That three months has 
turned into 13 years." 

Several years ago, Grant began broad­
casting a weekly radio show featuring 
live performances from the Four 
Queens. As it had four decades earlier, 
the music drifted around the world. To­
day, jazz night from the Four Queens is 
heard on as many as 140 radio stations. 
In 1988 Grant's program was honored 
at the World's Fair as the best radio pro­
gram of its kind. 

Thanks in part to the radio show, the 
Monday-night scene is special. Rarely 
a week goes by that tourists from Aus­
tralia, England, and across America fail 
to converge on the French Quarter 
Room, jazz albums tucked under their 
arms, hoping to catch a few words with 
their heroes. 

"Most of the players are so happy to 
do it," Grant says. "When I first began 
asking them to come in and play, they 
said, 'Who's going to come and see us 
in Las Vegas?' But a jazz audience is 
such a great audience. People will come 
in even when they don't know who's 
appearing." 

In a city flooded with lounge enter­
tainment, Grant's place is jammed with 

jazz lovers. The listening is intense, the 
music memorable. 

Perhaps the show's wildest evening 
featured a guitarist known more for 
blues than jazz. The evening Buddy Guy 
and his harmonica-smoking partner, 
Junior Wells, played the French Quar­
ter Room is one Grant never will forget. 
Midway through his set, Guy plugged 
a long extension cord into his Harmo­
ny six-string guitar and strolled right 
through the lounge-and straight out 
into the casino. The gamblers stopped 
playing, and the pit personnel scram­
bled to control the chaos. They didn't 
know whether to applaud Guy or ar­
rest him. 

The guitarist wound up with a thun­
dering ovation, and Grant was re­
minded tha t deep emotion and artistry 
rule jazz and blues. 

On Monday night at the Four Queens, 
the jazz makes anything possible. 

John L. Smith is a columnist for the Las 
Vegas Review-Journal. 

Jazz Notes 
The Four Queens' Monday Night 
Jazz programs begin at 7:30,9:30, 
and 11:30 p.m. in the French Quar­
ter Room. The $4 cover charge in­
cludes one drink. Reservations are 
recommended. Call 702-385-4011. 



A TASTY COMBO 
Things are really cooking at NEVADA MAGAZINE. In the coming months, our talented staff 

will serve up a delectable array of features and photos designed to tickle the palate of 
even the most discriminating Nevada connoisseurs. To sweeten the pot even more, if you 
subscribe now you'll receive FREE this idea-filled collector's item: 

THE GREAT NEVADA COOKBOOK 

The 32-page GREAT NEVADA COOKBOOK is a sampler of the unique cuisines found in Nevada, 
from Dutch Oven to Basque, from African-American to Greek, and a whole lot more. So order 
a full year's subscription (six issues) for only $14.95, which includes your FREE BONUS­
THE GREAT NEVADA COOKBOOK. 

To order, please call our toll-free number' 

1-800-669-1002 



M 0 R E W A V S TOP L A V ! 

The best part of Nevada is 
the place with more ways to 
play ' Reno/Tahoe. Where 
you'll find exciting casinos, 
luxury hotels, outstanding 
dining, and dazzling enter­
tainment. It's also where youll 
find America's best outdoor 
fun from skiing to sailing, 
lively Nevada history from the 
mining towns of the Comstock 
to the museums of the capital, and a calendar of special events 
with year-round fun for everyone. Best of all, it's all a great value. 

Call for room reservations and a free 34-page Visitor Planner. 

800·FOR·RENO", 

RENO 
ReNO SPARKS CONVeNTION!\. VISITORS AUTHORITY © 1994 RSCVA 
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