


NO I HING LIKE IT. 
ON THE ROAD OR OFF. 

The amazing ride of Delco/Bilstein gas shocks. 
Now available on Chevy S-10 4x4 Pickups and Blazers. 
Imagine. A shock designed for outstanding performance 
in the rough dnd uncanny smoothness on the road. 
Smooth and tough. 8-10's optional off-road package has new 
gas shocks that are designed to fine-tune themselves to provide 
a highway ride so smooth you may forget you're driving a 
truck, and amazing agility and control over brutal terrain. 
Revolutionary 4-wheel drive. When you team these 
technologically advanced shocks with the revolutionary 
Insta-Trac 4-wheel-drive system, you've got yourself one 
tough off-roader. Chevy 8-10 4x4. 

Grille guard shown above is available through your Chevy dealer. 
Let's get it together. . buckle up. 

i OUGH CHEVY TRUCKS 
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Ranting and Riding with 
Long before the car was expected in the 
pits after the first lap of the Laughlin 
Desert Chal1enge, I was standing in the 
shade of Bil1 Stroppe's shiny black semi. 
For 30 minutes, I wondered what in 
heaven's name I was doing watching the 
wind-blown mesquite while holding a 
helmet and wearing a fireproof suit em­
blazoned with the name "Rodney." 

My assignment was unusual: replace 
Jim Fricker in Rod Hall's Dodge Power 
Ram 150 on the second of four laps of a 250-
mile race. Official Jack Parnel1 had told me 
the day before, " If you don't need a bath­
room, if everything is wrapped real tight, 
and if your stomach is tough enough, then 
you may survive." 

I didn't know much about off-road 
racing because my beat as managing editor 
of Car & Driver magazine 15 years ago had 
been road racing. I had covered Can-Am 
and Trans-Am races as a photographer, 
and the rules were very strict. But this 
situation here in the desert seemed absurd. 
How can a journalist ride in a race car, 
during a race? 

Hal1 had told me the day before, "Don't 
worry. I drive real carefu1." He indicated 
that he actual1y would drive slowly (see 
page 39 for the rest of that fantasy). I 
thought it was a huge joke until Donna 
Hal1, Rod's wife, brought me the driving 
suit and helmet, and I was in a state of 
accute agitation when I final1y heard: "Get 
ready now! Rod and Fricker just passed 
the last checkpoint before the pits." 

My guts were churning. I had eight 
pieces of gum stuffed in my mouth to keep 
me from grinding my teeth into dust. I was 
carrying a tape recorder. I thought, "Please 
God, don't let me cause him any prob­
lems." 

Donna Hal1 was peering over the mes­
quite, across the heads of the checkpoint 
officials. She hol1ered when she sighted 
the truck. The crew was ready with new 
tires, shocks, brake pads, and anything 
else that might need to be replaced. 

When the wheels stopped Fricker 
jumped out, I baled in, and in a flash the 
seat belts were tighten ed and secured 
around me. The door was slammed as the 
whee ls turned again. 

the Gunfighter 
From the first spray of grit to the next 

pit stop I was a captive audience for a 
master driver. After the first few seconds 
and a mile of moguls, sand pits, and right­
angle turns, I decided I was involved with 
no ordinary gunfighter. I was traveling at 
times over 100 mph with the ultimate 
desert dancer. This was Fred Astaire in the 
dirt! 

I had seen shocks that had decided to 
self-destruct, vehicle sheet metal parts 
lining the course, pieces of rubber enter­
taining sidewinders; what I hadn't seen 
was a driver who knew how to keep his 
truck in shape no matter what the circum­
stance. Rod Hall kept his wheels stuck to 
the dirt so that every rotation of the rubber 
was forced to count. 

With a constant and crazy grin on his 
face, Hall drove one-handed most of the 
time. With his right hand hovering above 
the transmission knob, he was ready to 
alter the Dodge's RPMs at a millisecond's 
notice. He caressed the course, improved 
it, wasting nothing. He read each rock and 
crease and pit and laid his big, fat BFGs 
into everything he deemed necessary. 

A ride that I thought could have been 
brutal turned into a dream. My fears dis­
appeared as soon as I realized the madman 
to my left, hurtling through dirt and traffic 
without hesitation, was actually in control! 

Even though a mile of moguls before 
the final checkpoint made me close to sick, 
I did make it back to the semi without 
embarrassment, rolling out of the truck 
and under a table to keep out of the way 
while gas and new crew were added. I was 
disoriented but also in a state of euphoria. 

The tape I had recorded in the cab was 
a 52-minute garble of shrieks, grunts, and 
moans mostly overpowered by engine 
noise. Occasionally a call for help could be 
heard as we crested a hill or the truck 
teetered on the edge of a rocky abyss. 

Of course, Hall won. And I can promise 
you that the 60-mile loop I shared with the 
gunfighter at Laughlin was not the terrify­
ing, blood curdling, agonizing, stupid ex­
periment I expected, but a pure and 
envigorating treat. Count me in, Rodney, 
for the next Nevada super race, the Frontier 
500.-Caroline J. Hadley 



LeUers 

Basque Visitations 
I proclaim July/ August '84 to be one of the 
best Nevada Magazines of all time! Ever 
since my first Nevada vacation (in Reno) 
when I found a copy in my hotel room, I 
have subscribed faithfully for lady friend 
in Long Beach and myself. The time is 
getting short; within a few months I shall 
be a bona fide resident of Reno. Having 
recently retired from my job on the Space 
Shuttle program, I am in the process of 
winding up my business in Southern 
California. I love the stories about the 
local Basque innkeepers in the small towns 
in upper Nevada and look forward to visi­
tations in the near future. 

Henry G. Moser 
Bell, CA. 

I was so delighted and surprised to see 
and read Connie Emerson's story, "Redis­
covering Eureka," I can hardly wait to 
visit. 

Also, regarding Andrea Michelsen's 
"Basco's Dozen" article, I would love to 
dine at one of the wonderful Basque 
restaurants she described. Would you 
please tell me which one you would con­
sider your personal favorite of the six 
mentioned in Gardnerville, Reno, and 
Carson City? 

Norman Atkins 
Miami Beach, FL. 

Atkins, sorry. The vote is too close to call.-Ed. 

Who Was That Bearded Man? 
I couldn' t believe it! When I received my 
May/ June issue, the photo of "Roger" on 
the cover threw me for a loop. Roger's 

resemblance to myself was so shocking 
that all the doctors and nurses (I was 
hospitalized at the time) would not believe 
it was not me lying in that bathtub. 

Lynn E. Phipps 
Torrance, CA. 

Error in Story 
I have just read the article "High Times on 
the River," by Bill Willard, in the Nevada 
Magazine July/ August 1984 issue. 

I was quite surprised that such an 
article would be published in a magazine 
partially supported by Nevada Room Tax 
Dollars. Evidently Mr. Willard has a great 
"hate" for the community of Laughlin and 
myself in particular. His statement was 
"the maverick Regency, owned by brothel 
boss Bud Soper of Montgomery Pass, who 
is asking just short of Fort Knox for the 
property." In the first place I have never 
been connected in any way to a brothel in 
Nevada or otherwise. I do not think that, if 
this showed in my history, I would now be 
licensed to operate three casinos in 
Nevada. 

I do not know where this person re­
ceived information about Fort Knox, as I 
do not have a price tag on the Regency at 
the present time. Of course there is always 
someone asking about buying; however, 
there has not been a mention of any 
particular price. 

I do not wish to take any legal action 
which would be embarrassing to the state, 
but I do feel that there should be a public 
retraction in the next issue of the magazine. 

Very truly yours, 
I. S. Soper 

Laughlin, NY 
We deeply regret the error. Mr. Soper owns and 
operates the Montgomery Pass Casino, 110t the 
brothel in that area. His roadside resort is an 
excellent stop for motorists traveling between 
Tonopah and Bishop, with a fine restaurant, 
saloon, numerous slots, and a friendly staff. Its 
parking lot is often packed with family RVs and 
sedans, campers, diesel rigs, and the pickups of 
local ranchers and miners: The pass, at 7, 167 
feet and 12 miles from the California border, is 
in the far southern corner of Mineral County. 
-Ed. 

People and Trains 

The locomotive shown on page 23 of your 
July/ August issue and titled "an old V&T 
engine" is numbered 58. The V&T had no 
engine numbered thus. The engine is 
probably their No. 22, the " Inyo," which 
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Red Shirts and Leather Helmets: 
Volunteer Fire Fighting on the Comstock Lode 

by Steve Frady 
Organized fire fightin g w as 

nonexistent when the first 
serious fire engulfed a Virgini a 
City cabin in 1860. To stop the 
blaze. citizens pelted the burn­
ing structure with snowball s. 
After the incident. volunteer 
fire fighting became organiz­
ed. and by 1865 Virgini a City 
boasted one of the largest f ire 
departments on the W est Coast. 

The rivalry between neigh­
boring companies on the Com­
stock wa s fi erce ly competi tive. 
with members often coming to 
blows to see who would have 
the honor of putting " f irst 
water" on a fire. 

Vo lunteer firemen held a 
pres tigiou s position in town 
soc iety They were a moving 
politi cal force and the center 
o f m any social events. The 
men who wore red shirts and 
leather helmets were consid­
ered the heroe of their day 

Thi s is the first major work 
on any f ire departm ent in 
Nevad a. It te ll s the fasc ina­
ting sto ry o f the harrowing 
and of ten humo rous adven­
tures of the brave men w ho 
p ro tected V irgini a Cit y and 
Go ld Hill f rom the ravages o f 
f ire 

261 pages, Illustrated, Paperback $12.95, Hardcover $19.95 
Chpck your 10, ,, 1 book. to rp o r ord", from 

Uni\lersity of Ne\lada Press. Reno. NV 69557 
(702) 764·6573 

VALLEY ROAD MINI STORAGE 

22 new sizes as 
low as $8.00 
per month. 

10% discount on 
first month 's rent 
on second story 
units or on 6 
month contract. 

Daily, weekly 
and monthly 
rentals . 

2075 VALLEY ROAD. RENO, NV 89512. (702) 322-3522 
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was sold in March 1937 to Paramount 
Pictures and used by them in the movie 
Union Pacific as well as High, Wide & 
Handsome. The number 58 was a renum­
bering to fit the movie script, I'd say. 

Norman Williams 
Canton, NC 

Williams, that's right, except the engine was the 
V&T's No. lB. - Ed. 

Nevada Magazine depicts this state as it 
should be, something natural, beautiful, 
and with a heritage unmatched. 1 believe 
this perception could not be conveyed 
without the same beliefs as you and your 
staff to which 1 say amen. 

Andy Miller 
Las Vegas, NV 

What you don't know about the infamous 
William Jeanes is that he and his accom­
plice-in-crime, Bill Broderick, once rode 
in the Virginia City Camel Races dressed 
up as a couple of Arab sheiks (or is that 
Arab shreaks?) . Jeanes' "Nevada's Olym­
pics: The Games That Got Away" in the 
May/ June issue was great; 1 love the 
magazine, especially Harry Webb's tales. 
Keep up the good work and count your 
lucky blessings- you could be in Detroit 
right now working for Leon Mandel at 
Autoweek! 

Mark Yeager 
Dallas, TX. 

Great state. Great magazine. Visit your 
state every September and can't wait! 

John M. Schmidt 
Park Ridge, IL 

Harry E. Webb, 1887-1984 
Harry E. Webb, well known to Nevada 
readers for his humorous and dramatic 
western tales, died on July 16 in Bur­
bank, California. At age 97, he had had 
a long and varied career- ranch hand, 
government trapper, actor in the silent 
movies, bronc rider with Buffalo Bill's 
Wild West Show, novelist, and prize­
winning short story writer. For three 
decades he also had a ranch near 
Palisade, Nevada, from where he drew 
many of his most faSCinating stories 
and characters. 

But he was first a cowboy, and that 
was a way of life he cherished. Last 
April, in Oklahoma City, he was honor­
ed by the National Cowboy Hall of 
Fame, where he received the Trustees 
Award for a Lifetime Contribution to 
the Western Heritage. Anticipating his 
trip to the Hall, last winter Harry would 
say on occasion, "I just want to last long 
enough to get to Oklahoma." We're 
sure glad he did .-CJH 



TneWiBI1eis 
This year's top finishers played hooky, bribed subjects, 
and worked overtime to get the fairest photos in the land. 

By Jim Crandall 

W hat did it take to be a winner in 
the Seventh Annual Great 
Nevada Picture Hunt? You had 

to catch the attention of judges Howard 
Hickson, director of Elko's Northeastern 
Nevada Museum, Boulder City artist Cliff 
Segerblom, and Nevada publisher c.J. 
Hadley. That's done by shooting high­
quality film through a good camera and by 
having that film processed by professionals. 
That may sound obvious, but of the 843 
photos submitted by 222 entrants this 
yea r, most were eliminated on technicali­
ties-out of focus, badly exposed, poorly 
cropped. Worst of ali, some potential 
winners had been shot on cheap film or 
processed by amateurs. 

The 14 winners easily passed the 
mechanical muster. In picking the top 
finishers, it was a matter of style, subject, 
mood, feeling, and sometimes sheer luck. 

For Pam Bloss of Spring Creek in Elko 
County, it was a matter of timing. Bloss, a 

geologist, had seen the same tumbleweed 
stuck in the same barbed wire fence day 
after day as she drove to and from her 
work near Winnemucca. "On my next day 
off," says Bloss, "the light was real nice, so 
I drove out there and took a few photos." 
She also took first place. 

Craig Primas, a civil engineer from Las 
Vegas, passed up a meal to be a winner. 
He was wading through the tules south of 
Ely on a hunting trip when he spotted a 
sitting duck. "I could have either grabbed 
my camera or my gun," says Prim as. "You 
can't do both." The duck lived. Primas 
won second place. 

For Irene Brennan of Boulder City, it 
took a few bread crumbs and a kind heart. 
She had been feeding an injured raven for 
months as she nursed it back to health. 
"Nevie" (for Poe's "Nevermore") got to 
where he would fly up and land on her 
fence for handouts. "I finally borrowed 
my boss' camera and took a picture of 

1st "Tumbleweed, Near Winnemucca" 
Pam Bloss, Elko, NV ($250) 

Nevie landing," says Brennan. That landed 
her the third-place prize. 

Las Vegas sheet metal contractor Chuck 
Ferris cut work to be a winner. He was 
enroute to a job at dawn when he passed 
the sand dunes near Beatty. "The sun was 
just coming up, and it was so spectacular," 
he says. Ferris drove down to the dunes, 
parked his car, and waited for an hour for 
the light to get just right. Then he shot 
what turned out to be the fourth-place 
winner. He didn't lose his job- he's the 
boss. 

Reno veteri narian Jack Walther's fifth­
place win was a matter of luck. He was in 
the back of a boat, focusing on a water­
skier and hoping to get a good shot of the 
spray from the ski. "Just then the guy took 
a super clobber," says Walther. 

He snapped the photo, entered the 
Great Nevada Picture Hunt, and, like a 
dozen other photographers, made a big 
splash.-Jim Crandall 
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2nd "Hot Creek Inhabitant, Sunnyside" 
Craig A. Primas, Las Vegas, NV ($125) 

THE MERIT AWARDS 

Larry Angier, Carson City, V 
"Old Paint, Belmont" 
and "Parting Out, Tuscarora" 

Gary Archer, Reno, V 
"Jarbidge Wilderness Morning Fog" 

Richard Hanna, Hamilton, MT. 
"Capitol Fence, Carson City" 

Lee G. Miller, Sandy, UT. 
"Jarbidge Sentinels" 

Janet Parker, Gardnerville, NV 
"Yerington Cowboy" 

Kathy Peltier, Reno, V 
"Pogonip Path, West Washoe" 



3rd "Raven Coming In For A Landing, Clark County" 
Irene J. Brennan, Boulder City, V ($75) 

4th "Desert Wind Sculpture, Beatty" 
Chuck Ferris, Las Vegas, V ($50) 

5th "Tahoe Splash" 
Jack O. Walther, Reno, NY ($25) 

6th "Downtown, Las Vegas" 
David Peace, Boulder City, V ($15) 

More winners on 
next page 
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Merit Award "Jarbidge Sentinels" 
Lee G. Miller, Sandy, UT. (visor) 
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7th "Fireworks '82, Reno" 
Leonard Mathes, Sparks, NV ($10) 

Merit "Capitol Fence, Carson City" 
Richard Hanna, Hamilton, MT. (visor) 

Merit Award "Yerington Cowboy" 
Janet Parker, Gardnerville, NV (visor) 



The sign outside 
Tom Duke's store 
proclaims, "Tom ken 
Tack and Togs­
Since 1968." The 
opening date makes 
him a pioneer by 
Pahrump 
standards. 

Pahrump: The Big Valley 
Here in the land of cotton, old times are not forgotten. 

Over in the corral, the buckaroos 
will battle Brahma bulls, and the 
calves will dodge whirling ropes 

as they have done in Nevada rodeos for 
decades. Elsewhere at the Pahrump Har­
vest Festival this fall, the competition will 
involve a delicate trick: picking up a raw 
egg with a backhoe, setting the egg in a 
frying pan, and then putting the pan on a 
table without scrambling the egg. 

The newfangled contest is symptomatiC 
of the peculiar condition in which Pah­
rump finds itself today-partly a tradi­
tional ranching valley and partly a Las 
Vegas bedroom community that is boom­
ing with new construction and real estate 
speculation. 

Only 60 miles from Las Vegas by 
present roads, Pahrump nevertheless 
existed until 30 years ago in such isola­
tion that residents had to read by kerosene 
lamp and the only quick way to contact the 

By A. D. Hopkins 

Lattlrop wellS 
• 

outside world was over Dale Dorothy's 
ham radio. Today, the building that housed 
Nevada's only cotton gin stands idle across 
the street from the Calvada Valley Country 
Club, which has a golf course that some 
people consider the best public links, for 
the green fees charged, in the state. 

It was as recently as 1970 that the last 
old-West-style posse was assembled in 
Pahrump. A motorcycle club with a tough 
reputation stopped for a beer or 60 at a 
roadside bar and argued with the owner. 
The fight escalated until a varmint rifle 
was broken over somebody's head and a 
leading biker caught a rifle bullet just 
under the heart. 

Rumors flew that the fight had been 
merely an opening skirmish in a full hog­
stomper invasion. So every adult male 
who could get his hands on a shotgun was 
conscripted to man the barricades. But the 
invasion never came. The biker chief got 
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The champiol1 ship Calvada layout is kl1 oW I1 for havil1g the greel1est greel1s il1 Southern Nevada. 

well and reassessed his choice of life style. 
In those days the resident Nye County 

deputy sheriff was a man named Ed Siri, 
who did not need a uniform to be recog­
nized as the law, perhaps because every­
body knew his idea of fun was roping 
mountain lions on nearby Mount Charles­
ton. Today, cops in Pahrump wear the 
same sort of uniforms as a policeman 
would wear on the streets of Las Vegas, 
where some of them, in fact, grew up. 
They have been to a state-run academy for 
rural policemen, know how to make drug 
busts, and sometimes do. "But we've also 
been called out in the middle of the night 
to round up a stray bull that was occupy­
ing somebody's lawn," says Deputy Sheriff 
Phil Done. 

The Pahrump Valley appears as a sur­
prise to the visitor approaching from Las 
Vegas. Nevada Highway 160 winds its 
way between rock cuts across rugged 
Mount Potosi, then suddenly breaks free 
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of the mountain, rolling out onto a wide 
slope that ends on a nearly flat valley floor. 
The valley encompasses 350 square miles. 
It is so big that you are not really conscious 
that it is a valley; it looks more like a plain. 
It also looks utterly empty; only as you 
approach the center do ranch houses 
appear, then other signs of life-the cotton 
gin, the country club, signs advertising 
real estate companies, the Saddle West 
Casino, and even a small shopping center. 
It isn't a town with sidewalks, though. 
Even in the central district, businesses are 
so widely scattered that anyone old enough 
to drive travels that way. Pahrump has 
completely skipped one stage of develop­
ment; suburbs growing up without a city. 

The name "Pahrump" is said to be an 
Anglicized version of the Paiute words 
meaning " much water." Some of the 
valley'S springs were home to small pup­
fish, which evolved into distinct species 
over the thousands of years they have 

· been separated from other fish. (One 
species, the Devil's Hole pupfish, now is 
found only in a single spring in the nearby 
Amargosa Valley, making it one of the 
rarest fish in the world.) In Pahrump, as in 
few other places in Nevada, the water 
flowing from those artesian springs made 
the surrounding lands particularly fertile. 
Steve Brown, a 72-year-old Paiute­
Shoshone who has lived in Pahrump 
since boyhood, remembers, "Back then 
most of us lived around a couple of big 
swimming holes. Most of us lived in tents. 
There were even some brush houses still." 

Most famous of the early Indian resi­
dents was Chief Tecopa, a colorful char­
acter who rode about in a wagon while 
dressed in a bandmaster's uniform and a 
top hat. Modern anthropologists doubt he 
really was a chief in the sense that most 
whites understand the word; they believe 
he was a headman who led by influence 
rather than vested authority. 

It was Steve Brown who put the modest 
marker on Tecopa's grave in the Pahrump 
Cemetery. But Tecopa has another monu­
ment- the town of Tecopa, named for 
him and lying just across the line in 
California. It is a small but growing resort 
where motels and trailer courts full of 
snowbirds cluster around the hot springs 
there. 

T he first white settlers in the region 
were cattlemen. After the Comstock 
boom of the 1870s- and their mar­

ket for beef-petered out, the ranchers 
drove their cattle south to graze them 
nearer Southern Nevada's mining areas. 
Although never a particularly lawless com­
munity, Pahrump was known well into 
the 20th century as a place where a man 
might live in hiding, far from passing 
Pinkerton detectives and US. marshals. 
Some people believe that Butch Cassidy 
was not killed in South America but lived 
for years at Johnnie, a small mining camp 
17 miles north of Pahrump, and was killed 
there in a mining accident about 1940. 
Celesta Lowe, a historian who grew up in 
nearby Shoshone, says, "Jack Longstreet, 
who was not a famous outlaw but a pretty 
tough customer, did die at Pahrump." 

In the 1930s some farmers from Cali­
fornia 's San Joaquin Valley moved to 
Pahrump, attracted by the artesian water 
that could be steered into irrigation ditches 
without the expense of pumping. One of 
the settlers was the father of Leon Hughes. 
"We were cotton farmers, and my father 
planted the first crop of cotton in 1937," 
says Hughes, who is now 64. "He didn't 
know this land won't grow cotton the first 
year you till it. He went broke trying to." 

After World War II Leon Hughes re­
turned to Pahrump, leased some land, and 
planted cotton again. "I guess I did it to 
prove my father was right. I also did it 
because I didn't know how to do anything 



else, and Pahrump was where I wanted to 
live." In 1948 he brought in the first 
successful crop, and his father lived to see 
cotton become the main cash crop of the 
valley. It remained so until about three 
years ago, when development took so 
much land out of production that it was no 
longer profitable for the local cotton gin to 
operate; now a commerciallettuce-grow­
ing operation is the biggest agricultural 
endeavor. 

Tim Hafen, a former assemblyman, 
came to the Pahrump Valley in 1951 at the 
age of 18 because he wanted to be a farmer 
yet could not find land in his native 
Mesquite. He found it in Pahrump at a 
price he could afford, but he paid a pre­
mium in inconvenience. Las Vegas, the 
closest town, was only about 45 miles as 
the crow flies, but in those days every­
body but crows had to drive around the 
north side of the Spring Mountains. "It 
was 40 miles to the north on a gravel road 

"----
Pahrump was known as 

a place where a man might 
live quietly, far from 

Pinkertons and U.S. marshals. 
Some people believe 

Butch Cassidy wasn't killed 
in South America but lived 

for years at nearby 
Johnnie and was killed 

there in a mining accident 
in 1940. 

Local deputies like Kel1 Jaspersol1 (left) al1d Phil DOl1e are trail1ed fo r big city crime, but il1 
Pahrump the most actiol1 they're likely to see is a cOl1fro ntatiol1 with al1 escaped cow. 

" Call Him ' 
Draper, a Pahrump town character. "Then 
they got after me because 1 have this habit 
of never selling a car when I wear it out. 1 
kind of park it. So out here, you can still 
have some contact with the city without 
regulations. 

before you even hit the blacktop, and then 
you drove 70 miles southeast to Las 
Vegas," says Hafen. "And 'gravel' does not 
adequately describe that first 40 miles. I 
drove a Ford pickup with eight-ply tires 
and averaged one blowout per trip." That 
40 miles was so dusty that Pahrump 
people usually carried extra clothes and 
changed at a service station on the out­
skirts of Las Vegas. 

Finally in 1954 a hard-surfaced road 
was completed over the mountains. Pah­
rump residents did not merely use the 
road; they celebrated it like the driving of 
the Golden Spike. They held a big party, 
which included the mock wedding of a 
man and woman representing Las Vegas 
and Pahrump. On the same day, the 
Cotton Pickin' Saloon opened for busi­
ness and in time became the town's most 
venerable watering hole. 

Electricity did not arrive until 1963. 
Telephones came two years later; a paved 

Relaxed 

He drives a pickup truck with bedsprings 
fastened to the top and carries his belong­
ings in a sort of kit bag slung over his 
shoulder. With flowing gray beard and 
shaggy haircut, he has been mistaken by 
children for Santa Claus. 

He looks like some kind of old man of 
the mountain, the sort who would live as a 
hermit in a shack at the mouth of some 
abandoned mine. 

But surprisingly, Milton Draper's line 
is electronics. He was a TV repairman 
until he drifted into retirement; now his 
hobby is computers. 

"1 lived in Las Vegas for 25 years," says 

"I was always sort of this way," he de­
clares. "When 1 lived in Las Vegas, people 
came up to me and asked me if I was a bit 
player. They saw me and assumed there 
was a movie being shot in town. 

''I'm not a hippie. I'm an agnostic. What 
1 really am is relaxed. The privilege of old 
age." 

He scratches his chin and looks across 
the valley. "People are afraid of anything 
different. But 1 use my lunatic license, and 
I always had fun . I always had plenty of 
pretty girls around. A Playboy centerfold 
lived with me, and not so long ago, either." 

Were they attracted by his flowing 
whiskers and bit-player looks? 

"Nah," he says. "Anybody can get all 
the girls he wants. You just have to be 
willing to give them your time." - ADH 
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Before they had their own cot/on gin, Pahrump growers would dump the COttOIl (above) into a hay 
baler, then bale it for the trip to the gill ill Bakersfield. Lettuce is 1I0W the lIIain local crop. 

road to the ye County seat in Tonopah 
was finished in 1966. "Once we got tho e 
things," Hafen says, "it became a nice 
enough place that people started coming 
here just to live and for no other reason." 

That brought the biggest change of 
all-real estate development. Many com­
panies participated after Preferred Equities 
started the ball rolling with a large land 
purchase in 1969 and development in 
1972. The '70s brought a confused real 
estate boom and some complaints about 
sales practices. But Robert Weld, deputy 
administrator of the evada Real Estate 
Division in Southern evada, says those 
complaints are no longer heard. "I think 
that most of the people are satisfied with 
what has happened out there," he says. 
"Judging from the addresses on our real 
estate brokers' licenses, even the brokers 
themselves are out there now." 

Many residents of the world's getaway 
place, Las Vegas, maintain a second resi­
dence in Pahrump, escaping on week­
ends to a more rural setting with room to 
raise a garden or a horse. As resorts go, 
Pahrump still is a little slow on nightlife; 
there is no movie theater, for instance. But 
it does have a casino, the Saddle West, and 
the Cotton Pickin' Saloon can be a lively 
place on a Friday night. Besides Nevada's 
ubiquitous slot machines, it boasts a black­
jack table and a room reserved for poker. 
The Waterhole Bar and Cafe Family Res­
taurant has an antique cherrywood bar as 
long as its name. The town also has other 
restaurants, a bowling alley, and two 
motels. 

Pahrump boosters look forward to 
the hard-surfacing of a local dirt 
road that will put Pahrump on the 

shortest road between Las Vegas and 
Death Valley. The present blacktop routes 
through Pahrump are a little longer, but 
they take you past several improbable 
points of interest. About 20 miles on the 
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Las Vegas side of Pahrump, a road turns to 
the left leading straight toward Tecopa, 
the little town that has grown up around 
the hot springs. Eight miles ahead is a 
turnoff with a sign announcing, "Cathedral 
Canyon." There Roland Wiley, a former 
Clark County district attorney, has filled 
niches in canyon walls with religious 
statues and spanned the whole scene with 
a carpeted swinging bridge. Wiley also 
arranged an honorable burial for the bones 
of Queho, the renegade Indian who defied 

Pahrump Pointers 
Pahrump is 60 miles from downtown Las 
Vegas via evada Highway 160. Estimates 
of the valley'S population vary from 3,000 
to 6,000, although 4,500 may be the best 
guess. The community has swelled from 
about 1,000 in 1970, and accurate figures 
are hard to come by. 

Key industries: Agriculture and real 
estate development. Pahrump serves as a 
bedroom community for Nevada Test Site 
workers and some people employed in 
Las Vegas. The town is increasingly pop­
ular as a retirement community. 

Entertainment: Casino, country club, 
two serious Nevada saloons, restaurants, 
bowling alley. 

Amenities: Shopping center and pub­
lic library. 

Overnighters: Two motels. 
Golf Course: Calvada Valley Country 

Club has a fine championship course 
whose grass is green all year. A new 
executive, par-3 course opened last spring. 

Scheduled events: Harvest Festival on 
September 15-16, with rodeo, street 
dance, and barbecue. For information call 
702-727-5800. A farmer's market is open 
at 8 a.m. every Saturday and Sunday from 
spring to late fall. Residents also hold a 
Fourth of July celebration annually, with 
barbecue, fireworks, and dancing.-ADH 

all attempts of lawmen and posses to catch 
him in the early years of this century. 
Queho died free. Admission is free; this 
canyon speaks of a personal dream having 
nothing to do with money. 

Another route leads 28 miles south­
west of Pahrump and brings the traveler 
into California at Shoshone. If you look 
closely here, you can see cave houses that 
old-time miners and drifters built by bur­
rowing into the sides of bluffs. One dwell­
ing was so elaborate it was called the 
"Castle in Clay." Twenty-seven miles north 
of Shoshone is Death Valley Junction, a 
former borax-mining town with a fluctu­
ating population sometimes numbering 
in one figure. In the mid-1960s, ballerina 
Marta Becket fell in love with the town's 
social hall and reopened it as the Amar­
gosa Opera House. She now gives one­
woman shows combining dance and pan­
tomine on Friday, Saturday, and Monday 
nights. It is best to call ahead (Death 
Valley Junction 8) for reservations. 

Pahrump does have two motels these 
days, but if you are planning to attend the 
Harvest Festival, don't count on staying 
there unless you have reservations; the 
event could draw 10,000 people. How­
ever, the festival committee makes sure 
there is plenty of room for RV parking, 
and Las Vegas' hotel district is only about 
80 minutes away. 

Since this year marks the 20th anniver­
sary of the celebration, it is expected to be 
a particularly lively weekend. The central 
event will be the rodeo, but there also will 
be great interest in the deep-pit barbecue 
that last year served up 3,600 pounds of 
beef, all of it with the special flavor that 
only a slow mesquite fire can give. Other 
events scheduled are the backhoe contest, 
tractor and four-wheel-drive pulls, and a 
midway where, as festival chairman Chuck 
Mohn says, "You can buy anything from a 
T-shirt to a rattlesnake. Actually, I'm not 
sure we sell rattlesnakes, but if somebody 
wants one, some kid in Pahrump will go 
catch him one." 

When the hoorahing is over, Pahrump 
will go back to being a small town again. 
Whatever else has changed in Pahrump, 
that quality has survived. Roma Parsons, 
69, who came to the valley in 1969 and 
started its first casino, still lives there. 

"I've loved small towns all my life," she 
says. "It's like family. If somebody gets in 
trouble or has bad luck, people help him. 
A farmer who lived near me got sick, 
couldn't work, and everybody pitched in 
and brought in his crop for him. I don't see 
that changing. It's more like the new 
people get the same way." 0 

A.D. Hopkins is editor of the Nevadan, the 
Sunday magazine of the Las Vegas Review­
Journal, and a columnist for Western's 
World. His first assignment as a freelancer 14 
years ago was a series of stories on Pahrump. 
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Energy Springs Eternal 
Geothermal energy could cut Nevada's energy bills 

by half and grow food besides, but we are only beginning 
to tap the resources under our feet. 

By Connie Emerson 

H
Ot springs have dotted the Nevada landscape since prehistoric 
times, and over the centuries people have recognized a variety of 
uses for the springs. Nomadic Washoe and Paiute Indians found 

the waters therapeutic and ideal for cooking game. When an epidemic 
threatened flocks in Elko County, ranchers poured chemicals in a spring 
and dipped their sheep in it. Then pioneer farmers discovered that if 
pigs were dumped in hot springs, they could be skinned more easily 

Little did early-day Nevadans dream that those springs contained 
enough energy to someday heat entire cities, produce vegetables, raise 
exotic fish, and drive electric turbines. According to a study by the 
Division of Earth Sciences of the University of Nevada, Las Vegas, there 

At Steamboat 
Springs south of 
Reno, the earth 
gives vent to its 
hissing reserves of 
energy with a 
sulfureous emission 
that leaves passing 
motorists gazing in 
wonder and holding 
their noses. 
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At left, Leonard Battershell inspects onions 
dried at Geothermal Food Processors at Brady 
Hot Springs near Fernley. Above, Dr. Robert 
Taylor (right) and research technician Mayrwrd 
Hanks harvest freshwater prawns raised in the 
cooling ponds of the Fort Churchill Power 
Plant. At right, Taylor displays a typical catch. 
He has moved the operation to the warm waters 
of Wabuska, where he also raises catfish. 

are more than 900 hot springs, gey ers, 
and wells in evada-more sites than in 
any other state. Used properly, that geo­
thermal energy can greatly reduce power 
bills and enhance the state's economy. 

It is small wonder then, that the geo­
thermal exploration and development 
business is heating up in evada. In 
places like Beowawe, Desert Peak, 
Steamboat Springs, and the Fish Lake 
Valley, you may find men in hard hats 
operating super-sized drill rigs, laying 
pipe, or turning dials on testing equip­
ment-all in order to tap the limitless 
energy that comes from beneath the 
earth's crust. 

"All western states have good poten-



tial," says Tom Flynn, a geologist with 
UNLV's Earth Sciences Division, which 
is based in Reno. "Nevada has more 
sites because of its crustal thickness, 
which is less than in most of the U.S. 
Usually the crust will average about 35 
miles, but in the Basin and Range it's 
about 20 miles thick." It is believed that 
the continental push-and-pull on the 
Basin and Range Province, which covers 
Nevada, has stretched the crust to that 
thinness and allowed a greater flow of 
heat to the surface. 

All this hot water and steam can 
directly benefit Nevadans in three im­
portant areas: heating, food production, 
and power. 

With a heating source so simple and 
abundant, it is surprising that evadans 
have used hot springs so little. Many 
who have used them think geothermal 
energy is a hot prospect. In Caliente, in 
Southeastern Nevada, a single geo­
thermal well heats 50 mobile homes at 
the Agua Caliente Trailer Park. Hot 
water (agua caliente in Spanish) is pump­
ed to a storage tank and then into each 

home, where a coil from the back of a 
freezer and a fan serve as the heating 
unit. The system has proven to be 
simple and very cheap. 

Caliente's ample supply of hot water 
is used to heat the local hospital and 
some homes, while a laundry and a car 
wash at the trailer park use the water 
directly from the ground. Flynn says, 
"There's enough hot water in Caliente 
to heat the whole town." Enough for 
fun, too . This summer the trailer park's 
owners opened a six-person spa. 

In Elko, Jim Meeks, Sr., of the Vogue 
Laundry praises the natural hot water 
system he uses. "Our towels come out 
whiter than they've ever been." Officials 
at the Henderson Bank Building have 
even greater cause to be happy. They 
expect their new geothermal heating 
system to reduce energy costs from 
$14,700 to $4,000 per year. Converting 
the old bank took less than $5,000, accord­
ing to Shelly Gordon of Chilton Engineer­
ing, the evada firm that designed the 
network for the Elko Heat Company. The 
Elko utility also serves four other busi-

"----
Nevada has more geothermal 

sites because of its crust. 
Generally the crust will be 
about 35 miles, but in the 
Basin and Range it's about 

20 miles thick. 

" nesses, including the 150-room Stock­
men's Motor Hotel and the town's sewage 
treatment plant. 

N evada's largest concentration of 
water-heated houses is in the 
Reno area. A 1975 study report­

ed 35 geothermal systems in the Truckee 
Meadows. Today the area has about 150 
geothermal wells, and the number is 
increasing by two or three wells per 
month . Most are heating houses near 
Moana Springs in southwest Reno. The 
state's first geothermal subdivision, War­
ren Estates, is being built in the same 
neighborhood. A hot-water well will heat 
all of the homes, domestic water, and 
swimming pools on the development's 60 
lots. 

Probably the most dramatic power­
bill reductions have been realized by 
the Peppermill Inn in Reno. The casino­
resort has saved from $12,000 to $15,000 
monthly in winter and about $4,000 a 
month in summer, according to Mike 
Redinger, technical entertainment 
director. Two 700-foot wells provide the 
water to heat the inn's 240 guest rooms 
and more than 17,000 square feet of 
casino and convention space. The wells 
also supply all of the Peppermill's 
domestic hot water, which goes through 
a purifying system. Up the street, the 
Mark Twain Motel's 65 rooms and 
swimming pool are heated geothermally. 

To install a geothermal home heating 
system a Nevada resident has to pay 
from $8,000 to $15,000, depending on 
the well's depth and the system's sophis­
tication. There are two basic systems to 
choose from : a heat exchanger, which 
transfers the heat to a separate domestic 
water system, and an extractive system, 
which pumps geothermal water directly 
into a home's hot-water and heating 
pipes. 

Naturally, any cheap source of heat 
can help lower overhead expenses for 
industries, and in Nevada food pro­
cessors and hydroponic farmers have 
taken advantage of such opportunities. 
Places like Brady Hot Springs, where 
the hot water reaches the earth's surface, 
make ideal locations. At Brady, east of 
Fernley, Geothermal Food Processors, 
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ELKO HEAT 
COMPANY 

HAS ELKO IN HOT WATER 
GEOTHERMAL, THAT IS! 

• 50% SAVINGS IN HEATING COSTS 
• POLUTION FREE 
• SAFE & DEPENDABLE 
• QUIET COMFORT 
• ALTERNATE ENERGY CREDITS 
• FIXED CONTRACTS TO INSURE PAYBACKS 

-You Too CAN BE IN HOT WATER-

For More Information Phone our Consultant: 

CHILTON ENGINEERING 
Elko 738-2121 Las Vegas 870-7502 Reno 827-6660 

Geologist Tom Flynn samples a hot pool in 
Smith Creek Valley in Central Nevada. 

Inc. uses the water's heat to dry onions 
-as much as 250,000 pounds of them in 
a day. In operation from late May to 
mid-November, the plant employs 80 
workers during peak periods. The dried 
onions are shipped to soup and spice 
companies, TV dinner makers, and the 
McDonald's fast-food chain. "We've also 
dehydrated carrots, celery, potatoes, 
green beans, garlic, and Jerusalem arti­
chokes," says Marvin Dommer, the 
plant's manager. 

At Wabuska, north of Yerington, is an 
experimental prawn-raising operation 
under the direction of Dr. Robert E. L. 
Taylor, chairman of the School of Veter-

Journey From the 
Center of the Earth 
Geothermal energy is as old as the 
planet. The term "geothermal" is derived 
from the Greek words for earth (geo) 
and heat (thermes) . As the name implies, 
it is energy that originates as heat far 
underground . 

On the surface, geothermal activity 
appears in four distinct forms . Two of 
them, dry steam and geopressure sys­
tems that mix hot water and methane 
gas underground, are not found in 
Nevada. Another, called hot-dry rock, is 
geothermal's most common form; it is 
found here but is difficult to work with. 

The Silver State does have an abun­
dance of the fourth geothermal variety, 
hot water convection systems-that is, 
hot springs, geysers, and wells. In this 
process, hot or molten rock heats under­
ground water, creating hot water or wet 
steam. The water rises to the surface 
through deep cracks in the earth or 
through well casings when drillers aim 
in the right spot. 

The Earth Sciences Division in Reno 
has available a full-color map pinpoint­
ing hot springs and wells around the 
state- more than 900 sites in all. The 
45" x68" wall map, "Geothermal Re­
sources of Nevada, 1983," can be ob­
tained by writing the division at 255 Bell 
Street, Suite 200, Reno, NV 89503. The 
map costs $3 if picked up or mailed 
folded, and $5 if mailed unfolded.-CE 



inary Medicine at the University of 
Nevada, Reno. " No one has done much 
fish raising with geothermal," Taylor 
says. "We're having to learn to do all 
this from scratch." Besides a few thou­
sand prawns and some striped bass, 
Taylor is raising 85,000 catfish finger­
lings in 13 ponds on his four-acre site. 

"We had all kinds of technical prob­
lems in starting up," Taylor says. "We 
needed the right algae bloom. Geo­
thermal is sterile water, and we couldn' t 
find anything that would cause the 
ponds to bloom. We finally solved the 
problem by placing fish in the same 
ponds." Another problem Taylor found 
with prawns is that they will eat each 
other if confined in too small a space. 
"Just because you have geothermal 
doesn't mean that all your problems will 
be solved," he says. 

Another catfish farm is thriving on 
the Duckwater Indian Reservation in 
Eastern Nevada. The farm employs reser­
vation residents to process the fish, which 
are sold to Harrah's, John Ascuaga's Nug­
get, and Blue Bounty in Reno. "What we 
need is more capital to expand, to build 
more raceways," says Karen Koch, who 
with her father and a manager operates 
the business that her late husband, Dave, 
began in 1981. 

Other such projects are starting. In 
Carson Valley, one prawn raiser hopes 
to produce many times the usual num­
ber by keeping his prawns in cages. At 
Brady, there was talk of raising tilapia, a 
popular food fish in the Orient, by using 
the onion plant's discharge water, but 
the plant only operates part of the year. 
Hot springs have heated greenhouses 
that grow tomatoes at Wabuska and 
elsewhere, and it is known that fresh­
water clams can be cleaned faster in a 
geothermal system. 

W hile heating is an attractive 
way to use geothermal water, 
Nevada' s greatest potential 

may be in generating electricity. Until 
recently, however, exploration in that 
area has lagged. "The development of 
geothermal in Nevada has been slow 
because Sierra Pacific had a surplus of 
power, and there wasn't a market locally 
for excess power," says Dennis Trexler, 
director of UNLV's Earth Sciences Divi­
sion. Trexler says that geothermal ex­
ploration now is more attractive in the 
state because of markets in Southern 
California. "The shortages in Southern 
California became more acute when 
they stopped building nuclear plants," 
he says. 

Last winter Sierra Pacific announced 
it had agreed to buy power from three 
geothermal development firms . The 
deals include a 10-year contract with 
Phillips Petroleum to buy nine mega-

watts generated by a plant to be built at 
Desert Peak, 25 miles north of Fallon, a 
10-year contract for a maximum of five 
megawatts from a plant at Steamboat 
Springs south . of Reno to be built by 
Geothermal Development Associates, 
and a 33-year contract to supply 10 
megawatts from a National Energy 
Associates-Sequoia Thermal plant to be 
built in the Big Smoky Valley south of 
Austin. Scheduled to be completed in 
two to three years, the plants will use 
different technologies and provide in­
formation on the most efficient way to 
generate geothermal power. 

The U.S. Navy has launched its own 
geothermal search in the desert. Hoping 
to convert hot water and steam under 
the Fallon Naval Air Station and two 
bombing ranges into electric power, the 
Navy signed a contract last year with 
General Intertech, Inc. c.R. Possell, 
president of the San Diego company, 
says his organization is prepared to spend 
$93 million to develop the Navy's geo­
thermal resources. 

Although wells at places like Beo­
wawe have been capped because of a 
lack of demand for power, exploration 
interest remains high around the state. 

Around the World 
With Geothermal 
Other states and nations are taking ad­
vantage of their geothermal resources. 
Here are some examples: 

• Iceland's capital, Reykjavik, is heated 
almost exclusively by geothermal power. 
Most of the country's fresh tomatoes, 
lettuce, and cucumbers are produced in 
geothermally-heated greenhouses, a 
practice that is also common in Hungary 
and the Soviet Union. 

• One of the first industrial firms to 
use geothermal was the Tasman Pulp 
and Paper Company in Kawerau, New 
Zealand. Tasman began using natural 
heat to operate its plant and timber­
drying kilns in the early 1950s. 

• In New Zealand, they' re also raising 
orchids geothermally and in the People's 
Republic of China, alligators. 

• Klamath Falls, Oregon, and Boise, 
Idaho, rely heavily on geothermal heat­
ing for residences and public buildings. 
Boise's Capitol Mall is geothermally 
heated. The city's space-heating pro-
gram started in 1894. " 

• The Geysers in Eastern California 
fuel the largest geothermal power plant 
in the world, with a capacity to produce 
2,000 to 2,500 megawatts. More than 
1,300 megawatts are currently produced. 

• Incidentally, geyser is an Icelandic 
word that means spring forth and is 
related to the English word gusher. - CE 
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With the advents of today's technolo­
gies, the disciplines in Electrical and 
Electronic services are no easy job. In 
fact , it is one of the toughest there is. 
And tougher still when the installation 
is one-of-a-kind ... cultom ... from 
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When you call JENSEN, you are 
getting trained professionals who are 
"WINNERS" Winners get the contract; 
they do the best job; they get repeat 
business; they are sore losers! 

Let JENSEN show you how to get Two 
Hundred Percent out of your dollars, 
and deliver on time. Our Professional 
Winners are specially trained in 
Electrical Construction , 
Energy Conservation and 
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Power Systems and Lighting . 

Specialists ... worth knowing I 

Sales/Service 
Construction/Engineering 

140 Jensen Street 
Reno, NV 89502 
(702) 322-3100 
303 W. St. Louis Avenue 
Las Vegas, NV 89102 
(702) 385-3500 
4229 Northgate 
Sacramento, CA 95834 
(916) 925-4000 
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Gtt ROOKIE I ) ON fLISHING! 
CATCH ONE OF OUR FAMOUS 

Enjoy the finest fishing the 
West has to offer in one of 
America's foremost fishing 
grounds-the sparkling blue 
Colorado River. We make it so 
easy for you to hook the "real­
ly big ones" and bring them 
home when our experienced 
Colorado River fishing guide 
shows you where these im­
pressive trophy fish are hiding. 
And we supply fishing gear, 
food and drink. All you need is 
your valid fishing license. 

Call or write us for complete 
information and reservations . 

p.o. Box 523 Laughlin, NV 89046 
Call (702) 298-2512 or 
toll free (800) 237-1739 

in Ariz., Calif., Idaho, Ore., Utah 
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FISHING TOURS 

About 800 geothermal leases are in 
effect in Nevada, according to the 
Bureau of Land Management. But a lot 
of kinks can be encountered between 
the water in the gound and the pipes 
conducting heat or the wires bringing 
electricity. Water temperature is an 
important factor. While it's possible to 
hatch fish in 68-degree water, experts 
say it is necessa ry to have water of at 
least 325 degrees to generate electricity. 
Well depth counts, too, since each 
additional foot makes a project more 
expensive. 

Flow rates and distance also can 
make or break a project. Recently those 
factors were considered in a $55.4-million 
proposal to pipe geothermal water from 
Steamboat Springs 10 miles north along 
Reno's Virginia Street. The water would 
have provided space heating for 200 busi­
nesses, homes, schools, and hotel-casinos 
in Reno. It was determined that the cost 
simply was too high. 

Another potential problem is that 
solids in the water can clog and corrode 
equipment and pipes. "Steamboat has 
the dirtiest water we have in the whole 
state," Tom Flynn says. " It has 6,000 to 
8,000 parts per million of dissolved 
solids, as opposed to 1,100 ppm in 
Reno's Moana district and 450 to 500 at 
Caliente. The Caliente water is so pure 
you can drink it." 

In addition, there may be high 
exploration and development costs, or 
uncertainty about the amount of water 
in a given well. The concerns of envi­
ronmentalists-sinking ground levels, 
noxious odors, noise from power plants, 
and even the possibility that drilling can 
trigger earthquakes-also must be con­
sidered. 

Geothermal energy lends itself to 
Rube Goldberg fantasies. After all, the 
promise of an inexhaustible source of 
energy is almost irresistible, even though 
geothermal energy is not a prize with­
out a price. If properly handled, the 
expe rts say, it can mean a power-packed 
future for Nevada. 

Fergus Wallis, manager of the Agua 
Caliente Trailer Park, can testify to the 
wisdom of getting really deep in hot 
water: "We've done it for about 15 
years, but about 1978 we got a grant and 
drilled a bigge r well. Started at about 
160 degrees, but the more we pump, the 
hotter it seems to get. The pump hasn't 
been shut off for two yea rs. It's an 80-
foot well, but we pump from 60 feet. 
And the water's just as clear and clean 
as can be." 0 

Connie Emerson of Reno has written for 
publications ranging from Gambling Times 
to Church Herald . Her second book, How 
to Make Money Writing Fillers, was 
published last year by Writer's Digest Books. 



A Player and a Gentleman 
Poker pioneer Bill Boyd keeps betting when 

others start sweating 

I t's Saturday night, Las Vegas' favo rite 
time of the week, and the action in the 
downtown casino is enough to make 

rush hour at Grand Central Station re­
semble a picture of placidity. Hundreds of 
voices meld into one energized hum, 
punctuated by the methodical clanking of 
silver dollars into metal slot trays and the 
tick, tick, ticking of one-armed bandits. 
Craps dealers bark out their bets like 
carnival callers, and keno runners and 
cocktail waitresses scurry about like ants 
on an anthill. 

A part of it all, yet apart from it, too, is a 
frail-looking 78-year-old man with an easy 
Southern drawl and a sparkle in his eyes 
that indicates he knows a lot more than he 
lets on. Bill Boyd, who retired as Golden 
Nugget poker room manager in 1982 after 
36 years, is seated at a table in a corner of 

By Rob Powers 
the casino's card room, intently presiding 
over an island of calm. Those with him are 
a curious mixture of young and old, male 
and female, old-timers and new-timers. 

Nearby is poker room manager Eric 
Drache, 41, who was playing with build­
ing blocks when Boyd began playing 
cards in Las Vegas shortly after World War 
II. So it was with just a bit of awe that 
Drache assumed the job. He liked the 
challenge, but, he recalls, "It was like 
taking over for Mickey Mantle in center 
field." 

A tinge of reverence in his voice, 
Drache says, "No one's ever said anything 
bad about the guy." 

"An all-around gentleman," chimes in 
Betty Hillers, who started as a shill for 
Boyd eight years ago and now directs 
poker tournaments at the Nugget. It was 

Boyd's honorable ways, Hillers says, that 
helped him build the reputation he has 
among his contemporaries. 

There was "never one hint of a rumor 
of a scam" at the Nugget during Boyd's 
days, the youthful-looking Drache says. "I 
don't know how the heck he did it. To 
match that record, I'll be here until the 
year 2013." 

Most people still don't know what 
Boyd's secret was, although theories 
abound. The simplest explanation is that 
Boyd simply wouldn't tolerate any shady 
dealings in his card room, and everyone 
knew it. He has always possessed a sense 
of chivalry, a scarce commodity among 
some of those who love nothing better 
than to sit down at a table and separate 
people from their money. Boyd has won 
the World Series of Poker five times, and 
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he also is credited with introducing the 
single dealer to casino poker in Nevada, 
making him a gaming innovator of the 
highest rank. 

One of seven children, Boyd was born 
in McNeil, Arkansas, a town of about 800 
located in the southwestern part of the 
state. His father owned a general store and 
did not play poker. "Oh, no, he didn't 
gamble at all," Boyd says, aghast at the 
thought. "I was the black sheep, I guess." 

Boyd, whose smooth face indicates he's 
spent more time indoors than outdoors 
over the years, remembers when he knew 
there was something special about his 
poker-playing ability. "It was in 1928, 
down in a little town in Missouri. It was 
kind of a boom town. They were building 
a dam there." What he did was park 
himself in a saloon and then proceed to 
empty the pockets of those at the table. 

After mowing through the Missouri 
competition, Boyd set out for Montana, 
another dam construction job. "I went 
into a place where they had a little gamb­
ling. It had a bar, a poker game, and a 21 
game. This place was owned by a fellow 
by the name of Ted Shore. There were 
four or five guys sitting at a table, playing 
poker. 

"I didn't realize it at the time, but most 
of them were shills. They invited me 
down." Boyd chuckles. "So 1 got a little 
lucky. There was $1,300 in the game, and I 
won all of it. That was a lot of money then." 

Boyd, not surprisingly, attracted the 
attention of Shore, who was curious to 
know who he was. Shore asked the strang­
er if he wanted to work for him. Boyd 
declined. 

Their paths were to cross again, in Las 
Vegas in 1946. Boyd, who, by the way, is 
unrelated to two other Las Vegas gaming 
figures, Sam and Bill Boyd, was playing 
poker at a place downtown when Ted 
Shore walked in. He had become general 
manager of the Last Frontier and was 
working for the builder of the Golden 
Nugget. He immediately recognized the 
enigmatic character at the table. Again 
Shore made his pitch. 

"He wanted me to run the poker room. 
I told him there was no way. I was doing 
pretty good playing poker," Boyd says, 
but Shore was persistent. " I finally con­
sented to getting it organized," Boyd says 
with a laugh, "and 38 years later I'm still 
trying to get it organized." 

Boyd liked living in Las Vegas. He 
married his sweetheart, Ruth, in 1947, and 
was comfortable with his new job and the 
24-hour lifestyle the city offered. "There 
was a lot of action- I think there was a $25 
limit at the time-and Howard Hughes 
was playing at the Nugget. Nick the Greek 
was around. I played a lot of poker with 
him." Boyd breaks into a wide grin. "Nick 
once told me that all non-gamblers called 
him a gambler, and all gamblers called 
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" 
him a sucker." He laughs heartily. "That 
was the truest statement he ever made. 
Where he got all that money, God only 
knows." 

Boyd never knew Hughes personally, 
but he remembers him vividly. "A tall guy 
with a hat on. At the Flamingo Hotel­
that's where he lived- he'd take a drink 
and stand over in a corner against a wall 
for hours at a time, sipping that drink. Just 
thinking things, I guess. Maybe he had an 
idea." 

The days of Howard Hughes and Nick 
the Greek were heady ones for Boyd, 
whose reputation as one of the five-card 
stud players to beat prompted visits from 
challengers all across the country. He won 
most battles, lost some, and developed his 
own informal theory of winning poker in 
the process: 

"I don't want to sound conceited, but 
you got to be aggressive. You got to have a 
certain amount of patience. One of the 
first things you do, after you've played for 
a while, is you pick out the players who 
will bluff and the people you can't bluff­
the people who are callers. You have to 
know your players. 1 learned over and 
over, you could put a gun in the back of 
some people and you're not gonna make 
'em bluff." 

If the knowledgeable had long sus­
pected that Boyd was the best five-card 
stud player around, then everyone else 
found out before long. In 1970, when he 
was 64, Boyd entered Binion's World 
Series of Poker and placed second. " It was 
just another poker game- I had played 
with most of those folks before." He won 
the championship the next five years. 

The decision to retire as card room 
manager a couple of years ago came only 
after a long and painful deliberation, says 
Ruth Boyd. "Bill's not a big talker," she 
says, "but I know he missed it. Conse­
quently, he spends a lot of time down 
there." 

Ruth, who met her husband-to-be in 
the 1930s, says she never tried to steer her 
husband away from a life of gambling. "I 
didn' t see anything wrong with it," she 

says. " It was the Depression, and jobs 
were hard to come by. He was doing it 
before he met me and I didn't expect him 
to give it up for me. Besides, everything he 
did was always honest. There was nothing 
wrong with that." And he always made a 
good living, she says, a claim many pro­
fessional gamblers can' t make. 

It's not the typical retiree's life he leads 
now, though, Ruth says. Bill enjoys taking 
walks in the morning, seeing their son, 
Bradley, a Las Vegas accountant who dis­
dains gambling, and traveling. Bill and 
Ruth visited Alaska last year and Europe 
severa l yea rs ago . They stopped in 
Monaco, but the only time they gambled 
there was when Ruth played roulette. 

Mostly, Boyd divides his time between 
his ranch-style home in the southwestern 
part of town and the Golden Nugget, 
where he has a room he uses when on a 
card binge. He still plays poker these days, 
and plenty of it, although his game, five­
card stud, is about as hard to find in Las 
Vegas as a maitre d' who keeps both hands 
in his pockets. He can be found at the 
Nugget on any given night playing Omaha, 
a derivation of hold 'em, well into the wee 
hours of the morning. Boyd says he just 
doesn't seem to tire when he gets around 
cards. Last summer, during one winning 
streak, he played for 56 straight hours. 

"He's a very quiet gambler," says James 
"Blacky" Blackburn, 52, a gambler who 
has known Boyd for 20 years. "He don't 
make no noise either way, win or lose. 
And when I'm tired and have to go to bed, 
he's still there gambling." 

Blackburn insists Boyd kept poker to­
gether for 30 years in Las Vegas, primarily 
by giving the game an element of con­
sistency. "He hasn't jumped counties. He 
took a position and stayed with it, so 
people knew where the poker parlor was 
going to be," Blackburn says. "People 
would call from all over the country and 
ask about the game." And Boyd, he re­
members, would tell them when the action 
was hot and when it wasn't. His reputation 
for dealing straight with people soon 
spread, one reason his casino attracted 
many high-limit players. 

Small wonder, then, why Drache calls 
his poker room "the house that Bill Boyd 
built" and why Steve Wynn, the Golden 
Nugget's chairman of the board, is happy 
to let Boyd come and go as he pleases 
nowadays, serving as unofficial host and 
goodwill ambassador. 

During recent meetings held in con­
junction with the hotel's expansion, Drache 
remembers, Wynn presented Boyd with a 
35-year service honor with the words: 
"With all the Golden Nugget's ups and 
downs, we've always had the best poker 
room around." 0 

Rob Powers is Living Editor of the Las Vegas 
Review-Journal. 
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Members of a 96 Ranch fall trail drive near Paradise Valley are, from left, Tex Northrup, Myron 
Smart, Theodore Brown, Mel Winslow, Les and Fred Stewart, a/1d Henry and Clay Taylor. 

All Day in the Saddle 
A cowboy's education comes from fresh air 

and long, hard days on the range. 

By Bud Hage 

A Visi.o, "me '0 my .. nch a rew 
years ago. I took him out on the desert where the crew was involved in 
spring roundup. He looked across the vast white sage and shadscale 
fiats of Ralston Valley, which were backdropped by the Kawich 
Mountains to the east. While watching the long strings of cattle moving 
across this desert vista on their way to summer range, with the cowboys 
trailing alongside and behind them, he said, "That sure looks like a great 
life to me. Living out here in this big open country, beautiful scenery, 
fresh air, and all a man has to do is sit in the saddle all day and enjoy it." 

Buster Dufurre/1a, below, moves some Herefords to better feed 0/1 his ranch near the Pine Forest 
Range. At left, young buckaroo Bra/1don Nuffer dreams of the day he grows into his lariat. 
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Trail drives are much the 
same today as they were 100 
years ago. At right, Herefords 

bask in the sunlight after a 
long day's drive. In the early 
morning, cowhands (center) 

round up horses before 
breaking camp. At bottom, 

1,000 of John Ascuaga's 
cows begin their journey 

from the overnight stop at the 
Sweetwater Ranch and head 

toward Smith Valley. 
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Well, he was right about the beautiful 
scenery and fresh air. Those are things the 
state of Nevada still has an edge on, and 
those of us who live here sure enjoy them. 

His remark, though, about sitting in the 
saddle all day showed me just how little 
some folks understand about what it takes 
to be a good cowboy. There's nothing easy 
about working cattle and horses. Even the 
seemingly simple job of gathering a few 
cattle and throwing them into the herd­
something these fellows were doing many 
times each day-requires a great deal of 
knowledge and the ability to make deci­
sions and act on them quickly. 

For example, let's say a man rides up on 
a small bunch of cattle. In a matter of 
seconds he must make the following ob­
servations and take action accordingly. 
Who do they belong to? He reads the 
brands and earmarks to determine owner­
ship. At the same time he is observing 
how many dry cows, bulls, steers, heifers, 
wet cows, cripples, and sick animals may 
be in the bunch. In looking over the wet 
cows (those with calves) he must be able 
to tell quickly whether each one's calf is 
with her. If not, the cowboy must be able 
to sense from the cows actions whether 
the calf is nearby and worth a search or 
perhaps is hidden at a distance; in the 
second case the cow has to be dropped 
back. He should be able to tell at a glance, 
by observing the cow, approximately how 
old her calf is. If a sick or crippled animal is 
involved, the cowboy has to make a quick 
veterinary prognosis of its condition and 
then decide whether to move it, leave it, or 
rope it and doctor it on the spot. If the 
cows are wild, he might have to make all 
his observations at a dead run. 

On top of all that he has to call upon 
years of experience to handle the horse 
he's riding, rope something when he has 
to, read the ground for tracks, and count­
less other tasks. There is an extensive 
education involved in being a good cow­
boy. You can't learn it in the classroom, or 
at the local horse show, or at the rodeo 
arena. It has to be learned out in the 
sagebrush. There you get fresh air and 
spectacular scenery along with those days 
in the saddle that run from daylight to 
dark. 

Most cowboys start out young, watch­
ing from the corral or the barn door, 
listening at the dinner table, and doing the 
work, as they grow up in this outdoor life, 
until someday they become a hand. 

It's a good thing there are still a few 
youngsters who have what it takes to learn 
the trade. They're the ones who will help 
keep Nevada's ranches running, and with­
out them the West's most important tradi­
tion would just fade away. 0 

Bug Hage owns the Pine Creek Ranch near 
Tonopah. 



IN OFF-ROAD RACING, NOBODY 
WINS CHAMPIONSHIPS UKE DODGE. 

When a Dodge truck goes out to 
play, it plays for keeps. Take in a day 
of off-road racing and you'll see what 

we mean. Please notice the rocks 
and gullies. The engine-eating heat 

and sand. And some of nature's 
nastiest potholes to torment tires and 

shocks and frames .. including the 
human ones inside. Those veteran 

Dodge boys, Walker Evans and Rod 
Hall , eat it all up with their specially 

Walker Evans and Rod Hall ... the Dodge Boys. 

~FI 

modified Dodge trucks. To list all the 
triumphs of these two would take a 
volume. But just for the record, Rod 
Hall won the SCORE sanctioned 
Class 4 Championship for 1983. 
Evans took SCORE's Class 8 
Championship and 1983 "Man of the 
Year" honors. And SCORE also 
favored Dodge with its coveted 
"Pickup Manufacturer of the Year" 
award. So, if you think winning is 
more important than just finishing, 
better think Dodge. 



unexpectedly 
excitin~ 

Jackpot, Nevada 
For information and reservations call 

(702) 755-2321 from Nevada; (800) 821-1103 outside Nevada 
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Excitingly 
unexpected. 

cactus u~r~..,c~ 
Jackpot, Nevada 

For information and reservations call 
(702) 755-2321 from Nevada; (800) 821-1103 outside Nevada 
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Growing Up in the Country 
In Ely we didn't have an 
opera or good radio 
reception, but who cared? 
We had the mountains 
and hunting season. 

By Dave Mathis 

T
aking to the field in the fall for many Nevadans is part of the 
experience upon which their lives are structured. It's in their 
fibers. And when you think about it, you can understand why 

hunting to a Nevadan is as natural as a mountain stream running 
downhill. 

Take Ely, where I grew up. Ely didn't have operas, museums, 
beaches, good radio reception, Burma Shave signs, or major league 
baseball. But it did have the mountains- the Schell Creek, the Snake, 
the Egan, and the White Pines. It had Hamilton and 30-Mile, Ellison 
Basin and White River, Chimney Rock and Milk Ranch, Bullwhack 
Summit, Horse and Cattle Camp, Moser Canyon. There was Mount 
Wheeler and Decathon Canyon, John's Wash, and on up Spring Valley, 
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Blue Mass and the Antelope Range. 
The uplands substituted for the things 

Ely didn't have in the way of entertain­
ment. And when fall came with its "mad 
moon" and then winter, the mountains 
became home grounds for the hunter. In 
late August the season began with sage 
hen and ended in February- after deer, 
antelope, elk, blue grouse, quail, and 
waterfowl- with cottontail. What Jim 
Oxborrow once said about Lund is true all 
over: "We have two seasons-summer 
and deer season." 

A big hunt was a social occasion, an 
Indian summer festival. Take the annual 
Milk Ranch deer hunt, for example. In the 
earlier days, the camp at the Milk Ranch 
Creek corral would be set up for a week or 
maybe 10 days. As many as 20 or more 
horseback hunters and a few on foot 
operated out of the camp at anyone time. 
There was good food and plenty of it, and 
lots of stirring up the dust from Sheep 
Pass on the south to the head of School 
House Canyon and Lone Pine on the 
north. 

Most hunters in those days were much 
more than just sportsmen. They had 
first come to the country and settled it as 
pioneers, or were the sons of such men. 
To know them was something like a 
modern New Englander sitting down and 
talking to those who had landed at Ply­
mouth Rock. By the time hunting season 
came, they had the wood hauled off the 
mountain and split, had the smoked sides 
and hams hanging, a couple of barrels of 
kraut and maybe one of wine, and potatoes 
and carrots in the cellar. They had pro­
vided. Maybe only one thing was left, and 
that was to get a nice fat buck for fresh 
venison steak, maybe some jerky, and 
something out of which to make mince­
meat. 

To such people, hunting was a major 
topic of conversation. There were always 
the big buck, Field and Stream kind of 
stories-those that featured gigantic, 
mythical animals that always, somehow, 
seemed to elude the rifles. Once in a while 
there was an accounting of one that didn't 
get away. There were other tales, too, tales 
that provided human insights. Here are 
three that I heard as a boy, each in the 
manner of the hunter who told it. 

"We'd walked all day in Ellison Basin, 
al! of us, and by the time we got baEk to 
Bob's 1932 Chevy, we were completely 
bushed - plumb wore out and just anxious 
to sit down. It was one of those days we'd 
seen deer, but nobody had been lucky 
enough for a good shot, leastwise not one 
close enough to the car. Well, the six of us 
piled into the Chevy, three in the front 
and three in the back seat. We piled all the 
rifles in a corner of the rear seat. We hadn't 
gone a mile when everybody but poor 
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" Bob, who had to drive, was sleeping like 
babies. My next recollection was that I 
seemed to be fighting out of a fog, aware 
vaguely that the car was skidding and 
coming to a stop. And then I sawall 
around the car what seemed to be a 
hundred deer-all around and close. 

"The action started then, fast and 
furious. One of the Chevy'S back doors 
was broken, and Bob had wired it shut. 
Gene tried the other back door but pulled 
off the handle. The guys in the front were 
trying to get their rifles from the back. The 
guys in back were trying to climb over the 
front seat to get out. Somehow, everyone 
finally untangled and cleared the car. The 
shooting sounded like a showdown be­
tween the white hats and the black hats in 
a Gene Autry movie. 'I got that one: 
somebody yelled. 'That one's down: an­
other shouted. 'That buck just rolled over: 
a third called. When quiet was restored 
and the shooting over, the six of us went 
out to gather up the deer. Didn't find one. 
Not even a drop of blood. Doyle said, 'I 
figured it was a dream all the time any­
way.'" 

"The three of us were just kids-you 
know, about 17 We were hunting the 
lower end of Cave Valley, out of Haggerty 
Ranch. All day long we'd hunted around 
Long Canyon working south toward Cot­
tonwood Canyon. We hadn't had much 
luck. One thing that caught our eye, 
though, was that around the springs and 
creeks, along the deer trails and in the dry 
washes, we had seen pug marks-that is, 
mountain· lion tracks-about as thick as 
deer tracks. But lions hunt at night, and 
they are wary as an animal comes. We, of 
course, saw none, but all day long you 
figured those amber cat eyes were watch­
ing you, and they probably were. 

"Along about three in the afternoon, 
with the shadows already beginning to fill 
the canyons, Guy jumped a fine buck on 

the south side of Cottonwood. He shot the 
deer. It fell just about 20 yards over a high 
pass above the canyon. We dressed the 
deer and tied our horse up near it. We 
continued hunting, hoping to maybe get 
another before sundown. 

"It was almost dark when we returned 
to the deer. Damn, the horse had broken a 
rein and taken off. (We'd all known for 
years you don' t tie a horse by the reins, but 
we were in a hurry and thought the old 
horse plumb gentle.) Guy said, 'We got to 
get out of here tonight. He's been at 
Haggerty all summer, so that's probably 
where he'll go. You and Jerry go after him. 
I'll build a big fire here on the pass and 
wait for you to get back: So just as the sun 
disappeared behind Long Water Peak, 
Jerry and I took off for Haggerty, about 
five miles away. We hadn't gone far when 
it turned pitch black. It was then that Jerry 
and I thought abou t the lion tracks. Things 
rustled and cracked in the dark. Shadows 
seemed to move. Fear bounded up and we 
crashed forward. But we made Haggerty. 

"Although we saw horse tracks and a 
rein drag-mark by the ranch gate when we 
lit matches, we couldn't find the horse. We 
went into the ranch house, took the Cole­
man lantern and Guy's old Ford and went 
out for another look. No luck. As we 
neared the ranch on our return, we just 
about ran off the road when we saw a light 
in the ranch house. We'd left it dark. No 
one around for miles. If a car had been 
approaching we'd have seen the lights, 
and heard it. Just who in hell was in that 
ranch house? 

"Hearts in our throats, we crept up to a 
window. We gathered courage and peeked 
in. There sat Guy, looking a little shaky, 
with his hands clasped in front of him. We 

. went in, and he told his story: 
'''I built a big fire there on the pass. 

Beyond the fire's light it was really black. 
Pretty soon I heard noises. Sounded like 
they were coming from where the deer 
was. I heard a low growl. I thought there 
was sniffing. It was scary. I felt sure some­
thing was around that deer. Then the fire 
began to die. I was afraid to leave it to 
gather more wood. I lifted my rifle . 
Couldn't see the sights. I figured whatever 
it was I'd have to fight it off with my knife. 
And I remembered the lion tracks. Pretty 
soon I could take it no more and charged 
off that mountain. I think something chased 
me all the way. I really picked them up and 
laid them down. When the moon came up 
I figured I was doomed: 

"Next morning, in the light, we found 
the horse. We went back to the deer and 
carefully scanned the ground around it. 
No sign of any animal. Nothing was eaten 
on the deer. Not a hair was out of place. 
We finally figured that the old mountain 
with the wind in the yellowed dry-leafed 
aspen and limber-pine boughs was talk­
ing to Guy. Trouble was he couldn't 
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2298 "A Cowboy's Prayer" 
(poem by Badger Clark inside) 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year-artist Bill Moyers 

1986 May Christmas bring Friends 
to your Fireside, Peace to your 
Pathway, and Good Health through­
out the New Year-R. Wagoner 

2296 Ho, ho, ho .. .It's Christmas 
again! May yours be a joyful one 
and your New Year happy!-artist 
Richard Barth 

3253 "Take Time to See" 
(inspirational nature poem inside) 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year-artist Ted Blaylock 

1 May Christmas bring to you 
the music of laughter ... the warmth 
of friendship and the spirit of 
love-artist Richard Barth 

2262 Never a Otristrnas ... but 
someone thinks of .. . old 
friends. Merry Christmas and ... a 
Happy New Year-artist Stewart 

2252 It's Christmas again! May 
yours be a joyful one and your New 
Year happy!-artist HiltJred 
Goodwine 

2309 The splendor of Quist's 
... birth, the love of friend for 
friend. Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year-artist Cj Smith 

22 78 Nevertoo cold for kind­
ness, never too deep the snow, to 
wish you the Merriest Christmas 
our Good Lord can bestow!-Winter 

Box 9500-R-SK89, Boulder, CO 80301 

WESTERN 
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2285 Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year-artist Hildred 
Goodwine 

2033 May Christmas bring Friends to your 
Fireside, Peace to your Pathway, and Good Health 
throughout the ew Year-artist Russ Vickers 

frttGUtOlcr! 
See Coupon For Details. 



We 're proud to call you Pardner when it comes to having a true Western Cbristmas. Our beautiful 5" x 7" cards sbow all tbe fun and 
flavor of tbe great West witb color and character. Order your cards today, from a company wbose business has been Western for 35 

years. See coupon for details. 

2276 May Christmas bring 
Friends to your Fireside, and 
Peace ... Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year-G. Cummings 

2257 To those we love and see 
each day and other loved ones far 
away ... Merry Christmas from the 
two of us!-artist J W. Claflin 

2304 May Christmas bring Friends 
to your Fireside, Peace to Your Path· 
way, and Good Health throughout 
the New Year- artist Parkinson 

2277 May your blessings be ... a 
warmth to remember. Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New 
Year-;-artist Buck Teeter 

1903 Greetlngs ... May there 
come to you at this holiday time 
... Health , Happiness and Enduring 
Friendships-artist Ron Crooks 

2284 To those we love and see 
each day and other loved ones far 
away ... Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year!-artist Russ Vickers 

2299 Hello there, folksl ... any 
time you 're here about, you 'll find 
our latch string hanging out. Merry 
Christmas ... Happy New Year-Deuel 

r 

2302 Merry Christmas and Best 
Wishes for a Happy New Year­
artist Lisa Danielle Lorimer 

2308 This time of year when 
the air' s full of cheer ... Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New 
Year-artist Melvin G. Warren 

1151 (Quotation from Keats 
inside) May every happiness be 
yours at Christmas and throughout 
the New Year- artist Lowdermilk 

1602 CHRISTMAS WISHES 
COME TRUE Merry Christmas and 
best wishes for a Happy New Year 
artist Hildred Goodwine 

1822 Christmas Greetings 
Wishing you a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year-artist 
Charles M. Russell 

1897 Britches patched. Vittles 
skeerce .. . Both horses lame, but 
Merry Christmas just the same! (S. 
Omar Barker)-artist Jack Roberts 

3310 (Quotation from William 
Cullen Bryant inside) May Peace be 
your Gift at Christmas and your 
Treasure .. . alI the Year-H. lyon 
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1304 May God hold you In 
the hollow of His hand. Merry 
Christmas and Best Wishes for a 
Happy New Year-artist Snidow 

1140 May Christmas bring Friends 
to your Fireside, Peace to your 
Pathway, and Good Health through· 
out the New Year-artist Shaddix 

1872 May the Christmas Spirit 
remain within your hearts and 
home throughout the Coming 
Year-artist Duane Bryers 

2011 To those we love and see 
each day and other loved ones far 
away ... Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year-l.K Parkinson 

2173 Times change ... but not 
... friendship. Let us keep 
Christmas ... the warmth and joy of 
remembering friends .-J Claflin 

2205 Whatever else changes ... 
Christmas remains .. . May its light... 
bless you with joy and happiness 
throughout the ... Year. - Blaylock 
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Order ~ m t : handling. Enclose payment with order form . MasterCard and VlSA our es ern . accepted. 0 C.O.D.'s. (Canadian orders will be charged a customs 
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4192 "Glory to God ... " (Luke 
2: 14 Inside) May the Peace and Joy 
of Christmas be with you through 
all the Year-pboto by F Manley 

3252 Never a Christmas ... ends, 
but someone thinks of...old friends. 
Merry Christmas and Best Wishes 
for a Happy New Year-artist Wise 

L-
1674 Merry Christmas ... and 
best wishes for a Happy New Year 
from our Outfit to Yours-artist 
Vic Donabue 

2313 "A Cowboy's Christmas 
Prayer" (Western poem by S. Omar 
Barker Inside) Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year-artist Marks 

1979 This time of year ... what 
could be better ... than to wish 
Merry Christmas to all whom we 
knowl-artist Melvin C. Warren 

2259 To those we love and 
see each day and other loved 
ones ... Merry Christmas and Hap­
py New Year-artist] W Claflin 

1462 " Peace on Earth" May 
Peace be your Gift at Christmas and 
your Treasure through all the Year 
artist Brummett EcboHawk 

1315 Whatever else .. . changes , 
Christmas remains ... May the Spirit 
of Christmas abide with you through­
out the Coming Year-B. 1'bomas 

2022 Greetings .. . May you 
have the Spirit of Christmas which 
Is Peace ... the Heart of Christmas 
which Is Love-artist T. Blaylock 
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1657 CHRISTMAS EVE IN A 
MANGER May the blessings of 
Christmas be with you today and 
always-artist Hildred Goodwine 

1140 1903 
1151 1979 
1304 !.2.86 
1315 2011 
1462 2022 
1602 2033 
1657 21li. 
1674 2205 
1822 2252 
1872 2257 
1897 2259 

CHRISTMAS CARD PRICE LIST 
Cards 

15 
20 
25 
30 
40 
50 
75 

100 
125 
150 
175 

Cost 
85.85 
57.80 
89.75 

811.70 
$15.60 
519.50 
529.25 
$39.00 
$48.75 
$58.50 
$68.25 
878.00 200 

over 200 34¢ per card 

Number of cards 

Cost of cards 5 

Name printing (cards only) $ 

Address printing (en;~I;rs S 

CO. res. add 3 % sales 
tax; CA. res. add 6% S 
use tax. 
Postage and Handling 
Total Order P&H 
Under S9.99 $2.00 S 
$10-19.99 $2.50 
$20 & Over S3.oo 

TOTAL S 

ames to be printed 

2262 2304 
2276 2308 
2277 2309 
2278 2313 
2280 3252 
2284 3253 
2285 3261 
2~ 3310 
2298 4192 
2m 
2302 

bnprintingSennas(opdonm) 
Your name can be printed inside 
cards and your address on 
envelopes. Costs listed below are 
for each separate service. 

# Cards Ordered Cost 
50 & under S4.OO 

51 -100 $5 .00 
101-200 $6.00 

Over 200 S7. 00 

~BB 
Choose one envelope color. 
(If no choice,white will5e shipped) 

o FREE GIFT! 
Check the box above if 
total order is 520.00 or 
more and receive an 
assortment of 10 
Western all-occasion 
cards free , worth 57.00. 

o FREE CATALOG 
Check the box above to 
receive a FREE full-color, 
full-length catalog show­
ing many more Leanin ' 
Tree products. 

• on Christmas cards _______________ _ 

• Send cards and/or 
• freecataJogto _________________ _ 

• Rte., St. ,BoxNo. ________________ _ 

• City _________ ---»Stlite. ___ Zip, _____ _ 

o MasterCard D VISA 

: Signature ___________ ExplrationDate ___ _ 
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Box 9500-R-SK89, Boulder, CO 80301 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your Money Backl 
Our 35th Year in Business 
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North America's leader in log homes 
wants you to see the most efficient, 
weather-resistant log joining system on 
the market today 

just one of the reasons Real Log Homes is #1 in the log home industry. We offer over 
30 standard log home designs, or have us help you design your dream house . Send 
today for our magnificently illustrated 40-page color catalog ($6 .00) or pick up your 
copy at our model home located west of Carson City. 
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Justin Boots 
Pendleton Shirts 
Tony Lama Boots 

H Bar C Ranchwear 
Stewart Boots 

Pioneer Wear & Scully Leathers 
Lucchese Boots 
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understand what it was saying, a mistake 
any of us would have made at the time. It 
takes a year or two to get to know the 
mountain." 

" It was Bill's last hunt. I couldn't be­
lieve the difference a year made. You 
know, he was dying of cancer. The year 
before he appeared as healthy as my 17-
year-old kid. We all thought a hunt would 
be too much for him, but he demanded to 
go. When we set up camp, Bill said one 
day was enough for him. We all volun­
teered to spend it with him. He said, no, 
one could stay and the rest of us need not 
waste the day. Since I had always been his 
partner, I stayed. 

"I was surprised as we got ready for 
bed that night when Bill said he wanted to 
get up before dawn. And he watched as 
the light began to touch the highest crags, 
bathing them in a yellow warmth. In fact, 
he stood there for some time as if waiting 
for the sunlight to come down to him. 
Pretty soon he said, 'Let's walk up the 
trail.' We hadn't gone far when he paused. 
He had spotted deer tracks in the dusty 
path. He studied them and moved on. 
Where the trail dipped to the creek's edge 
he stopped and, with his toe, broke loose 
some ice that had formed along the banks. 

"When we reached a patch of quakies, 
he said, 'Let's rest a minute.' He placed his 
hand on a quakie to brace himself and 
surveyed the patch thoroughly. The white 
bark of the aspen left a chalky powder on 
his hand as he lifted it away, and he looked 
at the substance. He stooped down and 
picked up dry, yellowish, rust-colored 
quakie leaves. He crumpled them in his 
hand. Then he said to me, 'You bring that 
cup with you. I'd like to get a drink from 
the creek. I like that touch of bitter that 
flavors it when the aspen leaves fall thick 
into it.' 

"We just finished the drink when up on 
the side hill we heard a noise and, looking 
up, spotted a bunch of deer not more than 
200 yards away. There were four bucks in 
the herd. One of them was pretty good. I 
said, 'Bill, shoot.' He said, 'Too far.' Well, 
you know, Bill was the finest shot any of us 
ever knew. He could have bedded down 
all four of those bucks with no trouble. But 
he made no attempt, just watched them 
with a pleased look on his face. It puzzled 
me, but as we walked back I came to the 
conclusion that Bill had come here to pack 
up a few things to take along with him 
when he went. Things he cherished. I 
guess the actual act of killing a deer wasn't 
one of them." 0 

Dave Mathis is News Editor for the College of 
Agriculture at the University of Nevada, Reno. 
He says he doesn't hunt as much as he used to, 
but he still loves to get out in the high country, 
especially when the aspens are turning. 



In Las Vegas, Mariano's owner Mariano DeMasi, right, takes the meaning of family-run 
restaurants to heart. From left are his sister Adelaide, father Rio and mother Olga, brother 
and partner Oscar, brother Lino, and Lino's wife Antonietta. 

All in the Family 
Here are eight restaurants where, even for the 
proprietors, it's often just like home. 

Reno 
By Andrea Michelsen 
I am no stranger to "ma and pa" restaurants. When I was 16, 
proudly working Saturdays at the local boutique in Hermosa 
Beach, California, my mother would meet me for lunch at Frank 
and Ada's. This tiny cafe-no more than four or five tables and a 
long narrow counter-was memorable for its meat loaf sandwiches, 
apple pie, and Ada. The food was certainly passable, but we went 
there for her friendly chatter and the smile of recognition when we 
walked through the door. Frank, cooking in the back, would 
occasionally poke his head out of the kitchen for a minute's 
flirtation. For a shy teenager, that was pretty heady stuff. 
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Kiah has been serving soul food to a faithful following in Reno for years. 

Some 20 years later, I still look for 
places where I can eat and be welcomed as 
a friend in the bargain. They don't have to 
be just like my home, but they must be like 
somebody's. Maitre d's are not allowed, nor 
are "Please Wait to Be Seated" signs. The 
food can be anything from tuna fish to 
grits, because the important thing for a 
good "rna and pa" place is the sum of its 
parts: people, menu, mood. 

For instance, only Kiah Lumpkin could 
overcome the gilt-and-formica atmosphere 
of a downtown Reno hotel, where he 
welcomes faithful local customers and 
out-of-towners to the new Kiah's Cafe. 
His old Squeeze Inn, a victim of the high­
buck real estate scene on Virginia Street, 
closed late last year. After some searching, 

Lumpkin found a new home in the Golden 
Reef Hotel on Fourth Street. 

Old fans mourn the passing of the 
Squeeze Inn, but Kiah responds cheer­
fully, "Nothing's changed but the name, 
darlin'" And the menu bears him out­
homemade barbecue (in this kind of cook­
ing it's a noun, not an adjective), fresh 
mustard greens and ham hocks, ribs, and 
frog legs. These are the same dishes Kiah 
has served up to Reno residents and 
entertainers since 1962. Although there is 
no "rna" around, this man's wide smile 
and easy hospitality make everyone who 
walks in feel like part of the family. Wait­
resses here may fuss at you a little if you 
don't clean your plate, but it's the well 
intentioned fussing of an aunt, and no sur-

Wayne "Big Daddy" Kemmerle and wife Ann greet customers like long lost fr iends. The 
atmosphere of warm feelings, coupled with good food, spell success. 
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liness is intended. Unlike most family 
operations, this one stays open 24 hours a 
day. It's located in the lobby of the Golden 
Reef Hotel, 567 West Fourth Street. 

"Welcome the second generation" is 
posted on a sign above the kitchen at 
Smokey and Dee's, an operation that 
immediately reminds you of some body's 
family room with restaurant booths added. 
Pre-fab paneling and shutters on the win­
dows set the tone for this nine-year-old 
business of the Davis family- Smokey, 
Dee, Mike, Bill, Sandy, Debbie, and Tim. 
Daughter Sandy Clark of the second gen­
eration runs the place now, freeing her 
parents to pursue other interests. 

Many regulars have been coming there 
so long that they occasionally get together 
to play practical jokes on Smokey. Sandy 
recalls the time the senior Davis walked 
into the packed restaurant on his birthday 
and was greeted by a belly dancer, cour­
tesy of his satisfied customers. 

Don't worry about surprises from the 
kitchen, however. Sandy makes sure that 
the food's quality remains constant. The 
menu, for breakfast and lunch only, fea­
tures old favorites like ham and eggs, 
biscuits and gravy, liver and onions, pork 
chops, and homemade fried potatoes. 
Helping to qualify Smokey and Dee's as a 
home-style restaurant are misspellings 
like "hueves rancheros" and penciled-out 
items on the xeroxed menu. The young 
waitresses move like old pros- no Cali­
fornia-chic aloofness here. Open from 6 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday through Friday, 
6:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on Saturday, and 7 
a.m. to 2 p.m. on Sunday, you can find the 
restaurant just south of Second Street at 
301 Kietzke Lane in Reno. 

There's no mystery about where Big 
Daddy's gets its name. Wayne Kemmerle 
stands significantly over six feet and has 
the build of a professional athlete. He also 
greets customers as if they were long lost 
relatives, or at least very close friends. 
Hustling around, seating someone here, 
pouring coffee refills there, this man is 
perpetual motion in a golf shirt. Even 
when the restaurant empties out, Kem­
merle lounges at a table in the back with 
his eye constantly on the front door or the 
kitchen. Even when seated, he's moving. 

This veteran of more than 20 years in 
the food wholesaling business views Big 
Daddy's as "kind of a throwback." He 
observes that it is a place where single 
people can come and be greeted with 
genuine friendliness and eat the kind of 
food they would never fix for themselves. 
Hence the specials like meat loaf or cab­
bage rolls with mashed potatoes. He even 
adds four breakfast specials a day, includ­
ing such exotica as brains and eggs. Ann 
Kemmerle, the "rna" side of the team, also 
gives high marks to the newest menu 
addition, casseroles. Homemade soups 
are a favorite, too. 



" ----I;'~.w The Country Inn has a 
fountain, rock garden, and 

pines on the side of the 
restaurant. 'We decided 
people wouldn't want to 
look at a '53 Ford while 

they were eating,' 
says Terry Conk. 

" Kemmerle has tailored his business to 
the needs of the surrounding community. 
The restaurant is located in the Moana 
West Shopping Center, surrounded by 
apartments and condominiums that are 
filled with singles and couples, young and 
old. Two and a half years ago he targeted 
this location and figured out what it 
needed, and so for a well-fed, growing 
group of customers, Big Daddy's is a kind 
of home-away-from-home. 

Find it at 3466 Lakeside Drive (Lake­
side and Moana Lane). It's open from 6 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday, 7 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Saturday, and 8 a.m. to 2 
p.m. on Sunday. 

Las Vegas 
By Elliot S. Krane 
In a city that has more than 700 places to 
eat, a few family-run restaurants stand out 
because of longevity, good food, and com­
fortable atmospheres that their fancier 
counterparts on the Strip can't match. 

One such family-run place is Chicago 
Joe's, a notable Italian restaurant in a 40-
year-old house halfway between down­
town and the Strip. Tables with checkered 
linen are clustered in several rooms, and 
many decorations-maps and photos, a 
"Richard Daley for Mayor" button, street 
signs-are from the Windy City, like 
many regulars. So are the owners, Joe and 
Joan Pennacchio, Joe's sister Gigi Collura, 
and her son Joey and daughter Mary. 
After 25 years in the business in Chicago 
and many Southern evada vacations, 
the clan moved to Las Vegas in March 
1975. Two months later the restaurant at 
820 South Fourth Street was open. 

"When you come here, you're coming 
to Mom's house," Joey says, and the 
speedy service and good food bear him 
out. Chicago hot shrimp is the menu's 
fastest moving item, followed by stuffed 
artichoke and chicken vesuvio. Meatball 
sandwiches are popular at lunch, and 
dinner specialties include lasagna, linguini 
with clams, and calamari. The kitchen is 
the women's domain. "Joe and I work out 
front," Joey says with a laugh. "We're 
smart, not like the French." 

When Gigi does the cooking at Chicago Joe's, the men stay out of the kitchen. 

Across the city at Chin'S, owner Tola 
Chin draws on traditional recipes of the 
Canton and Szechwan regions of China. 
"People come here because of good food, 
good service, and it's clean," says Peter 
Chin, Tola's brother and a partner in the 
new Chin's II. 

Both places are in shopping centers. 
Chin's is sandwiched between a donut 
shop and a pool supply store at 2300 East 
Desert Inn Road . Chin's II also has a low­
profile exterior at 1801 East Tropicana. 
Inside both places, however, the gleam­
ing white tablecloths and attentive waiters 
indicate that food well served is their main 
business. 

The great attraction of both Chin's are 
the intriguing variations of traditional 

Chinese dishes that Tola has devised. 
Dinner menus include an excellent shred­
ded chicken salad, shrimp soup, puddings, 
and Chin's beef, in which marinated flank 
steak is cooked in a wok and served over 
rice noodles. Dinner time at both places is 
5 to 10 p.m. nightly, while Chin's II also 
serves lunch from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

A few blocks from Chin's at 2425 East 
Desert Inn is the Country Inn with its own 
green arbor-fountain, stream, rock gar­
den, and pines-on the side of the build­
ing. "We decided people wouldn't want to 
look at a '53 Ford while they were eating," 
says co-owner Terry Conk. Such homey 
touches are common at the Inn, which 
Terry and his brother Phil opened here in 
1978. Other family members you might 

The "pa" at the COUl1try Inl1 is Cliff Conk, who is also a baker. His delectable concoctions sweeten 
the homey atmosphere of the Inn 's colonial decor. 
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Ifnua'i Dldtlt !hint Parlor 
LIMITED EDITION 

350 SIGNED AND NUMBERED PRINTS 

BY NEVADA ARTIST JEFF NICHOLSON 

B&W, 12"xI6" 18.00 ea. 

TO ORDER SEND CHECK 
OR MONEY ORDER TO: 

JEFF NICHOLSON 
706 N. DIVISION ST. 

CARSON CITY, NY 89701 

• 

Take 
Delivery 

Take delivery when you invest in precious 
metals with The Vault, Inc. 

The Vault is now offering silver brokerage 
service through Engelhard Industries, a 
world leader in the refining and fabrication of 
silver and platinum-group metals since 1875. 

Upon purchase, your silver will be directly 
shipped to The Vault where you can pick it 
up. And, if you wish to safely store your in­
vestment with us, we can easily arrange that 
for you. 

Trust The Vault, Inc. to keep all of your val­
uables absolutely safe. Our system also 
guarantees your privacy. 
For further information, please call 785-8408. 

Affiliated with 
.. Flnt Ffterol 
lL.IiI~ngs 

The Vault is open 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week, 
365 days a year. 
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50508 Meadowood Mall Circle 
Reno, Nevada 89502 

• 

• 

meet are their parents, Evelyn and Cliff 
Conk, and respective wives, Becky and 
Sue. 

The family tradition dates back to the 
1940s and their Grandma Prestwich's 
restaurant in Utah and, after 1959, a series 
of successful restaurants in Las Vegas. 
Today the Inn's colonial setting includes 
oak tables, wing-backed chairs, and a 
massive fireplace. Grandma Prestwich, 
now 80, is herself a Sunday regular. 

Brothers Terry and Phil alternate be­
tween the dining room and kitchen. "All 
our recipes are homemade," Terry says, 
"so we have to be right on top of it." 
Breakfast is a feast of eggs, potatoes, pan­
cakes, and sausage or bacon. The scones 
and baked ham are treats, and turkey is 
featured in many dishes. The Inn is open 
daily from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. except Friday 
and Saturday nights, when it's open an 
hour later. 

At Mariano's Ristorante, a mile west of 
the Frontier Hotel, the customers may be 
treated like royalty, but the proprietors are 
of royal lineage. Through Rio DeMasi, the 
father of proprietor Mariano DeMasi, the 
family descends from a baron of the court 
of King Francesco, first ruler of Napoli in 
the 19th century. 

So as a family restaurant, this is a 
somewhat stylish one. Dress is casual, 
though. Service is warm and efficient and 
overseen by family members; among those 
you'll meet may be Mariano, his mother 
Olga, father Rio, who Mariano says was 
"th e best maitre d' in all of Europe," and 
brother Oscar. The Northern Italian menu 
includes unusual dishes like linguini tuuo 
mare and agnolotti alia crema, a pasta 
stuffed with spinach and served with 
cream sauce. Mariano's is open for lunch 
weekdays and for dinner nightly at Valley 
View and Spring Mountain Road. 

Downtown, there is a culture shock in 
store for the diner who walks along Fre­
mont Street, past the Las Vegas Club and 
the blaring Granny Goose Arcade, and 
opens the white door leading down to 
Cosmo's Underground. Located at First 
and Fremont, Cosmo's is said to be the 
only below-surface restaurant in Las 
Vegas. But it's not a dingy basement. 
Customers sit at white tables with um­
brellas or at latticed booths among plants 
and green carpeting. The effect is that of a 
cool garden. 

Tony Calabrese and his parents started 
the place six years ago, offering dishes like 
homemade ravioli, chicken Sicilian, and 
mother Betty's outstanding meat sauce. 
You can taste the Calabreses' Southern 
Italian cooking seven nights a week from 5 
to 11 p.m. 0 

Andrea Michelsen of Reno is a nurse, health­
plan coordinator, and restaurant watcher. Elliot 
S. Krane is an entertainment and dining 
columnist for the Las Vegas Sun. 



The Desert Fox 
Rod Hall, an off-road racer with gunfighter's eyes, 

is proof that nice guys do finish first. 

By Jon F. Thompson 

H e's a man of the West. His rolling walk, his drawling talk, his 
manner of dress all tell you that. He's tanned, trim, and fit, and 
in spite of the shade from his wide-brimmed hat, you can see 

that his face is deeply lined. Especially around his eyes. In the end it's 
the eyes that captivate. They're calm, rock steady, and confident, with a 
solid glint of good humor. 

But in Rodney Hall's life, just as in the lives of the gunfighters of the 
old West, there comes a time to drop the hammer, a time to concentrate 
on maximum effort, a time to put aside all concerns but winning. When 
that time comes for Hall, his eyes narrow. And when he drops the 
hammer, he does so better than most. Hall's exceptional skills are the 
reason he's survived in a difficult, competitive, dangerous game. 

Rod Hall is an off-road racing driver. Some say that Hall is, in his 
business, like Wyatt Earp was in his, the best there ever was. 
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Off-road racers push their beefed-up dirt machines past the point of logic in their conquest of seemingly impassable terrain. Above, a racer slams 
into a Southern Nevada stream, hoping he has enough speed on impact to half-float, half-dig his way across. 

Hall, his wife Donna, and sons Josh and 
Chad live in Reno. Given the kind of jet­
set lives many racing people live, that 
could be considered an out-of-the-way 
place for a man with his commitments. But 
given the kind of territory Hall races over, 
Nevada and Reno make perfect sense. 

There's nothing fancy about his chosen 
field. Off-road racing is just what its name 
suggests- running flat-out over unim­
proved surfaces. It's hard on men, hard on 
equipment, but that hasn't stopped Hall. 
Notched there in his trophy case, just like 
file marks on a Navy Colt, are the results 
of his victories. 

Nevada's Mint 400, run over excruciat­
ingly rough country near Las Vegas, is 
known as the roughest, toughest off-road 
race anywhere. To be successful there you 
don't win; you just survive its 400-mile 
length. Incredibly, Hall has won the race 
seven times. 

Then there's the Frontier 500, a 500-
mile-long epic run through the desert 
from Las Vegas to Reno. Hall has won his 
class both times that event has been run. 

Nevada just seems to suit Hall, both as 
a place to race and as a place in which to 
raise his family. But it took him a while to 
find that out. 

"We had been living in rural Southern 
California, in Hemet," he says, "but had 
been looking for a better place to live for 
about five years. We looked in Washing­
ton and in Oregon but didn't find much 
that suited us. Then Donna and I came to 
Reno on business. While I was taking care 
of business she looked around and re­
searched the place pretty thoroughly. We 
decided Reno was the right place." 

Hall has been making the right choices 
for a long time. He bought his first off­
road vehicle, a 1955 Jeep, when he was 15 
years old. "Where I grew up in Hemet, 
four-wheeling was the thing to do, but that 

At races like the Laughlin 250 onlookers get close to the action, while Rod Hall (right) and Jim Fricker are usually in the middle of it. 

40 NEVADA SepVOct 84 



first Jeep was all wore out," he says. " It 
taught me how to be a Jeep mechanic. 
That's what I started with and it really got 
into my blood." He'd work in a gas station 
all day and go up and play all night in the 
snow and mud at Idlewild, a mountain 
hamlet on the flank of Mount San Jacinto. 

"After high school I tried a year of 
college," he says ruefully. "Cal Poly. That 
was a poor choice. It was all guys. I felt 
really deprived." So Hall dropped out of 
college and bought a service station in 
Hemet with the man who later would 
become his father-in-law and embarked 
on a career in business. 

Pretty soon he bought another gas 
station. Then a car wash. Then a Jeep 
dealership. "I bought a little property and 
I sold it," Hall says, remembering those 
days. "I made a lot of mistakes, but I did 
make money. I wouldn't call myself a 
sharp businessman." 

Sharp businessman or not, Hall was 
equipped with the things he needed to 
become successful. How successful? 
More so than he ever imagined. "My 
position has changed so fast I don't know 
what to think," he says. "I never expected 
this status or success, not in my wildest 
dreams. A fellow asked me the other day 
how much money I make. That's kind of 
personal, but I make enough now that 
poverty scares me. 

"I get a lot of satisfaction out of racing. 
I'm successful at it. I don't think I do it to 
prove a point; maybe I did at one time, but 
not anymore. I enjoy being a professional. 
I enjoy being a celebrity of some sort. I 
enjoy the benefits-travel, for instance. 
And my wife travels with me, handling my 

Reno racer Hal/, who slows down a little only when his partner threatens to get out and walk, 
hasn't yet been required to show a pilot's license. 

PR, my bookings, and our newsletter. She 
really adds class to what I do." 

In racing, of course, Hall is in a class by 
himself. In addition to his successes in the 
Mint and Frontier races, he's won his class 
in the famed Baja 1000 six times, the Baja 
SOO/ Baja Internacionale (same course, dif­
ferent name) nine times, the Parker 
(Arizona) 400 seven times. He was first 
overall in a 12,OOO-mile race around Aus­
tralia which took 13 days, mostly on dirt, 
against 284 other cars. Of 37 recent races, 
he placed first 3S times. Hall is, in short, an 
absolute terror. 

He's also one of the most dedicated 

professionals in racing, but he started his 
racing career as a lark. He went to Pismo 
Dunes on the California coast for a Labor 
Day race and came home hooked. So 
hooked, in fact, that he decided to run the 
first Baja 1000. 

"So I bought a brand-new Jeep," he 
says, "put double shocks on it and a roll 
bar that was bolted to the fender wells­
good thing I didn't roll it-and was the 
fastest four-wheel drive vehicle in the 
race." That was 1966, and Hall took home 
a win for production four-wheel drives. It 
was the first of many. 

He raced on his own for a couple of 

Buggy racer Doc Ingram checks his tubed-in air supply before attacking the Laughlin 250. 

• 
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years, and then race car preparation wizard 
Bill Stroppe offered him a ride. "He had 
been having a hard time beating my Jeep 
with his Bronco," Hall laughs. 

It was the beginning of a long and 
profitable association. In 1969 the pair 
won the Baja 1000 overall, beating even 
the motorcycles to the finish in La Paz. "I 
slowly got more involved in racing," Hall 
says. "But still there was no money in it. I 
had to finance myself." So he continued 
with his business ventures, taking time off 
to go racing. He did this through 1974, 
when he was overall champion for South­
ern California Offroad Racing Enterprises 
(SCORE, a major off-road race promoting 
organization). It was a good year for Hall 
on the desert race courses but it also was 
pivotal for his career. He decided to bail 
out of racing. He moved his family to 
Reno, opened an off-road shop, and settled 
down. 

Things ran smoothly for 18 months, 
until Chrysler contacted Hall. "They want­
ed to know if I would go racing for them, 
on a limited scale, in a Dodge 4x4 pick­
up," he says. "I said yes, if they'd get 
Stroppe to build the truck. I didn't know it 
but at the same time they'd contacted 
Stroppe and asked him to build a truck. 
He said he would if they'd get me to drive 
it for them." 

In 1977, his first full year out with the 
Dodge, Hall won SCORE's overall cham­
pionship, and racing started to become a 
profession for him. 

He recalls, "Chrysler came in, recog­
nized the sport as a showcase for products 
and a means for building an image, but the 
tide really turned for me with BFGood­
rich. When that company came into racing 
I had to make the decision to sell my 
business or quit racing because I couldn't 
do them both well at the same time. Both 
Chrysler and Goodrich felt they'd stay in 
racing so I decided to give it a shot. That 
proved to be a wise decision ." 

Wise, it should be added, not only for 
Hall but also for Chrysler and for Good­
rich, because Hall has been very nearly 
unbeatable in the production four-wheel­
drive class. The only man capable of 
running with him has been Roger Mears, 
brother of two-time Indy 500 winner Rick. 
And these days Roger Mears concentrates 
mostly on his own Indy-car career, leaving 
the deserts to Hall. 

Hall will take the desert, and the victo­
ries, any way he finds them. Bill Stroppe 
tells a story about Hall and Jim Fricker, 
Hall's long-time friend and riding me­
chanic-navigator, at the 1980 Barstow 250. 
"I was chasing Hall and Fricker in the 
chase truck," says Stroppe. "We had made 
all the check points and were pretty much 
home free. Rodney was leading. Then I 
heard Fricker say over the radio, 'Stroppe, 
we've burnt the transmission out: I started 
off to find them, then I heard one of the 



Desert Daredevils 
The foundations of off-road racing 

were laid in the deserts of Baja Cali­
fornia more than two decades ago by a 
band of free-spirited individuals. No one 
remembers the first participants, but the 
first race grew out of a friendly argument. 
Someone said, "My buggy can beat yours 
to that next fork in the road," and a sport 
was born. 

Today, off-road racing thrives in the 
motorsports suburbs. Very important and 
ever-expanding in the Pacific Southwest 
deserts, it is still out of the national spot­
light, which is reserved for Formula One, 
Indy cars, and stock cars. 

Thanks to drivers like Rod Hall, how­
ever, off-road racing is making a name for 
itself. 

One of the biggest names is Rick Mears. 
Mears, whose brother Roger also races, 
ran the Baja long before he first sat on the 
pole at Indianapolis or won a 500. He 
credits much of his Indy-car success to the 
patience and attention to car care that he 
learned from off-road racing. Mears has 
spun only once in his Indy-car career, a 
tribute in part to off-roading's motto, "To 
finish first, first you must finish." 

But Mears was neither the first nor the 
biggest star in desert racing. The heroes of 
the desert are as diverse as the classes in 
which they drive. 

Partisans of the pickup truck look up to 
Hall of Reno and Walker Evans of River­
side, California. In addition to appearing 
in a number of Dodge commercials, both 
hold all-time class victory records for the 
Mint 400, and Evans is the only driver 
ever to win the Baja 1000- the grand­
daddy of all off-road races-in a pickup. 

There are Ivan Stewart, whose solo 
dashes added the name "Iron Man" to the 
off-roader's vocabulary, and the fabled 
team of Malcolm Smith and Dr. Bud Feld­
kamp; Las Vegas' single-seat ace Jack 
Johnson and the father-sons team of 
Corky, Mark, and Scott McMillin from 
Bonita, California; veterans like Parnelli 
Jones and Bill Alsup, who came to off­
roading from other forms of racing, and 
little known drivers like Marty Letner, 
Roger Mears, Manny Esquerra, and John 
Baker who on the right day can beat the 
desert. 

Most of the time, however, the desert 
wins. 

Just finishing is a victory in off-road 

racing, where the 30 percent finish ratio in 
last spring's Mint 400 was higher than 
average. One finisher out of every four 
starters is par for the course. 

Alone, a good car or a good driver is 
not going to win an off-road race. In no 
form of motorsports is the success of the 
team so dependent on both primary parts 
-driver and car. During a SOO-mile race, 
something is sure to break on the vehicle. 
When a shock absorber goes, it starts 
working on the spring; when the spring 
fails, it starts working on the axle-and so 
it goes with the engine and the electrical 
system, all at the same time. Meanwhile, 
the driver is getting thrashed from one 
jump to the next, going from sandy washes 
to river crossing to rock climbing. In such 
situations, drivers have been known to 
hallucinate and plunge off cliffs where 
their minds told them were roads. 

~/fINI5H -

This is the long and winding course that racers 
in the Frontier 500 will take from Las Vegas to 
Reno on October 13. The route follows back 
roads and washes and crosses the highway 
several times. 

Watching an off-road race like the 
Frontier 500 can be almost as exciting 
as driving in one - if you know what 
to look for. 

By Bill Center 

Off-road racing, as the supreme endur­
ance test of men and machinery, attracts 
strong-willed individuals. That is why 
there are so many vehicle classes in off­
road racing. Everyone has a different idea 
of the best way to go-from single-seat 
exotic buggies powered by Porsche en­
gines, to big and little pickup trucks, to 
stock VW bugs, to eight divisions of 
motorcycles, as well as a class for riders 38 
years of age and older plus three three­
wheel categories. 

Two organizations have been behind 
the growth of off-road racing-the Las 
Vegas-based High Desert Racing Associa­
tion run by founder Walt Lott and the 
Baja-pioneering Southern California Off­
Road Enthusiasts. 

The desert rats who don't race watch, 
and spectating at an off-road race can be 
just as rugged an adventure as driving in 
one. 

The secret is to find a section of the 
course that (a) offers the most expansive 
view of a long stretch and (b) is not 
accessible to crowds. On the day before 
the race, four-wheel into the area using 
roads other than the course's (which the 
drivers will be using for their all-import­
ant pre-run shakedowns) and plan to 
camp out for a day or two. Many off-road 
and four-wheeling clubs in Nevada and 
Southern California plan caravans to their 
secret viewing areas for certain races each 
year. 

For the less adventurous, off-road view­
ing can be done where the course crosses 
a major highway. There are eight such 
crossings in the Frontier 500 run from Las 
Vegas to Reno this October 13 (see map) . 
It should be noted, however, that check­
points and pits are usually clustered 
around the crossings, so the racers will not 
be traveling at top speed there. 

It won't take the novice long to pick out 
the best racers even if there aren' t many 
head-to-head duels, which there typically 
aren' t since vehicles start an off-road race 
at 30-second intervals and run more 
against time than one another. Watch how 
a driver attacks the course; the driver who 
is smooth across the bumps usually is also 
the fastest. 0 

Bill Center covers sports for the San Diego 
Union and frequently writes about off-road 
racing. 
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"----Hall has won the Mint 400 
seven times and his class in the 

Frontier 500 both times 
it has been run. Of 37 recent 

races, he placed first 35 times. 
Hall is, in short, a terror 

on the desert. 

" race officials say that Rodney was going 
over the course backwards. The main race 
official came back over the radio and told 
him to tell Rodney that you can' t do that! 
Then this official said that Rodney was 
going in the right direction, but that he 
was doing it in reverse! 

"It turned out that reverse was the only 
gear they had left. So Fricker had climbed 
up into the bed, turned the driving lights 
on top of the cab around-it was very late 
at night- and they were racing backwards. 
They had a 20-minute lead on the next 
guy with 22 miles to go. I finally caught up 
with them and found that the only trouble 
they were having was that Rodney couldn't 
see through the dust on the rear window. 
So I knocked it out. And I'll always re­
member what Rodney said. He said, 'Boy, 
this is duck soup now!''' 

When Hall and Mears were racing 
each other, the competition was 
something to see, embodying 

all the sound and fury of racing at its best. 
Hall says of those years, "Roger taught me 
how to go fast just to keep up with him. He 
made us update our cars to handle better, 
to ride better, and to last longer. He really 
brought our racing class alive." 

Hall has heard the claims that he has no 
competition these days, but he insists that 
just isn't so and ticks off the names. But the 
fact remains that no one has beaten Hall. 
The only one capable of that, apparently, 
was Mears. Hall says, "I expect a healthy 
change in our class of racing because Jeep 
is about to enter a factory effort. They' ll try 
and beat me, which I think is good. I don't 
want to lose races, but I don't want to 
dominate, either." 

Hall is a very competitive man, how­
ever, and it's pretty easy to see that he 
doesn't take losing lightly. That doesn't 
mean he'll abuse his equipment or drive 
over his head just to win. Well, not often, 
anyway. He'll do both of those things, a 
little, when he has to. But he knows that 
doing so is a sure way into trouble. 

"I don't gamble very often when I'm 
racing," he says. "Occasionally you have 
to, but if you roll the dice often enough, 
you' re going to lose. I do gamble now only 

when I'm passing. I used to be more con­
servative, but to just lay back there in 
somebody else's dust burns up too much 
time. So now I try to take calculated 
chances. When you're out on a desert race 
course there really is no good time to pass, 
so I just pass at the first available oppor­
tunity." 

That doesn't always work too well. 
"One time I hung back behind a Baja Bug 
and finally came around a curve and 
decided to go around him," Hall says. 
"This was in Mexico. I couldn't see be­
cause of all the dust. It turned out that we 
were turning onto a dike, and when I 
turned out to go around, we just flew 
down the side of the thing. It's a wonder 
we didn't rip out the transfer case or trans­
mission on the rocks. By the time we got 
back up to the road surface that Baja Bug 
was long gone." 

Hall was fortunate that time, but at one 
race in Baja he wasn't quite so lucky. 

"It was in the San Filipe race about four 
years ago," Stroppe recalls. "Hall and 
Fricker had that race won over Roger 
Mears, but Rodney and Mears had been 
fight in' all day long, and when Rodney 
finally passed Mears they only had about 
30 miles left to go. 

"He came up on this dune buggy, and 
the guy didn't seem to want to let Rodney 
by. Rodney didn't want to ram him [the 
not-so-subtle hint a faster desert racer 
uses to tell a slower one to move over) be­
cause sometimes you can ram a guy and 
get him into trouble, and get yourself into 
trouble, too. 

"So finally the buggy moved over to 
the right and Rodney thought the guy had 
finally gotten the word, so he poured it on 
around the left. He just barely got up 
alongside the buggy and all of a sudden 
the whole truck fell into a great big ditch. 
The buggy had moved over to miss the 
ditch. They were going about 70 miles an 
hour at the time, and they end oed six or 
eight times, end over end over end, and 
finally the truck rolled over on its side and 
came to a halt. Both men were shaken up 
real good; one of them had a real sore back 
and the other was dizzy. The truck had 
three flat tires. We had to totally rebuild it 
after that. But they fired it up and they 
probably could have finished the race, but 
we didn't have enough fresh tires to put 
on it." 

Hall says there are three ways of know­
ing he's driving too fast- ways short of 
actually crashing. The first is when he's 
flying the truck through the air too much, 
or bottoming the truck's suspension fre­
quently. "Then it's time to make an adjust­
ment," he says. "Or when you miss turns 
at 60mph. When this happens you're 
overdriving your ability, or the race car's." 
The final way is when Jim Fricker tells him 
to slow down. 

This doesn't happen often, but it did 

The Frontier 500 
On Saturday, October 13, the tiny hamlet 
of Sloan south of Las Vegas becomes a 
colorful, noisy city as spectators and camp 
followers join more than 400 drivers for 
the start of the Frontier 500. Irs one of 
Nevada's biggest desert races, pitting 
drivers and machines against a grueling 
500-mile course that ends in Reno. 

The Sloan muster comes after two days 
of free and open-to-the-public tech in­
spections at the Frontier Hotel in Vegas. 
At 7 a.m. on race day, the four-wheelers 
parade down the Strip to queue up for the 
starter's flag at Sloan, 17 miles south. At 
8 a.m., an hour after the motorcycle entries 
have left, the four-wheel drives begin 
leaving at IS-second intervals, roaring off 
toward Goodsprings. 

Along the rugged dirt-road route, 
crowds gather on straightaways and in 
rural towns the racers drive through, such 
as Beatty, Goldfield, Gabbs, and Dayton. 
The race goes near Pahrump, Tonopah, 
and Virginia City, too. The finish line is at 
Rattlesnake Mountain in southeast Reno, 
which most of the leaders will reach by 
6 p.m. They aren't racing just for glory, of 
course. There's about $250,000 in purse 
and manufacturers' contingency awards 
in this third annual race. 

Off-Road Race Roster 
Here are some of the desert derbies taking 
place in Nevada during the coming year, 
along with start-finish locations and spon­
soring groups: 

SNORE 250: September 7-9, start and 
finish at Jean, SNORE. 

Frontier 500: October 11-13, Las Vegas 
to Reno, HDRA. 

Silver Dust 400: November 17, Las 
Vegas, SDRA. 

Carson City International Pro Rally 
500: December 7-9, Carson City, SCCA. 

Frontier 250: December 14-16, Las 
Vegas, HDRA. 

Bottom Dollar 150: January, Las Vegas 
area, SNORE. 

Laughlin Desert Challenge: February, 
Laughlin, HDRA. 

Delamar 400: June 8, Caliente, SDRA. 
Twilight 150: June 29-30, Good­

springs, SNORE. 
Midnight Special 250: July 27-28, Las 

Vegas Speedrome, SNORE. 
Nevada 300: August, Pioche, SDRA. 
For information, contact: SNORE, 

Southern Nevada Off Road Enthusiasts, 
(702) 363-6456; HDRA, High Desert Rac­
ing Association, 361-5404; SDRA, Silver 
Dust Racing Association, 459-0317; SCCA, 
Sports Car Club of America, Reno region. 
Call Cam Warren Enterprises, 323-7446. 
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happen in the 1983 Mint 400. "We were 
airborne passing cars," Hall says with a 
telltale twinkle in his eye. "I guess I had 
decided to get into the lead in the first 10 
minutes, or something- and Fricker told 
me to slow down or he was getting out. I 
asked him how he was going to do that, 
and he said, 'Probably through the wind­
shield: So I kinda pulled it down." 

The Hall-Fricker friendship has to be 
one of racing's longest-running partner­
ships. The pair has been together since the 
late '50s. Hall says, "He worked in a Buick 
dealership next to my gas station. I'd get a 
carburetor or something apart and I'd 
have to take it to him to get it put back 
together." He muses, "I've always been 
good at taking things apart, but putting 
them back together is not the same." 

Fricker remains a mechanic at that 
same Buick dealership in Hemet, and 
though the two seem to enjoy a jolly 
fellowship when they're off racing to­
gether, bantering wisecracks and sarcasms 
back and forth, things just aren' t the same 
for them. Hall says, "We used to be really 
close friends. We went four-wheeling to­
gether, we'd go to the local pool hall and 
play dominoes- but the move to Reno 
kind of brought that to a halt." 

Still, the move has had its benefits. "I 
have more time for my family than when I 
was working 18 hours a day. I was gone so 
much I wasn't an ideal father or husband. 
We're probably closer now than we were 
10 years ago. Now I appreciate things 
more than I used to," he says. " I have a 
nice home, I appreciate my wife. When 
you're young you don't appreciate nothin' 
Now I enjoy driving a nice car, being a 
leader, a trendsetter in off-road racing. 
Luxury is nice. If I'm smart and I work 
hard, there's no reason to go back to 
poverty." 

What Hall is interested in is slowing 
down a little, getting back to the activity 
that launched his racing career- basic 
recreational off roading. He's been doing 
more of that lately in the Sierra, just out­
side Reno, in his Ramcharger. 

''I'd like to stay in racing," he says, "but 
maybe as a spokesman for the company. I 
think off-road racing needs to improve its 
image. I wouldn't mind playing a small 
part in raising the awareness of the general 
public towards off-road racing. That's what 
I'm trying to achieve." 

Rod Hall can be beaten. He says so 
himself. But the driver who can beat him 
hasn't come along yet. In the meantime 
Hall will continue living in Reno, smiling 
his easy smile, sizing up would-be com­
petitors with his gunfighter's eyes, and 
then gunning them down on the race 
course. 0 

Ex-Renoite Jon F. Thompson is a Los Angeles­
based freelance writer and photographer who 
really would rather be living in Washoe. 

Tower addition Opening December, 1984. 





Muencns 
Gallery 
Photographer David Muench 
visits Lake Mead Country. 

An autumn sunset brightens the sky 
over Lake Mead and the canyons 
carved long ago by the Colorado 
River. In the foreground is a sturdy 
symbol of the Mojave Desert, the 
Joshua tree. This relative of the 
desert yucca was so named by early 
settlers because it reminded them of 
the praying Biblical figure of Joshua, 
the Israelite leader. The Joshua tree 
can be found in many spots in 
Mead country, sometimes, if you 
wish, right when the sun goes 
down. 
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STAY ~ SKI WITH NORTHERN 
NEVAD~S FINEST RESORTI 
Make caesars 'Tahoe your ski head­

quarters. 21 ski resorts are within a 
short distance from your room. 

ErJioy superstar entertainers, six 

restaurants and caesars Alpine Health 

Spa with indoor heated pool and spas. 
Ask about Ski Spectacutar room 

and ski packages. 

And redeem your Reno/'Tahoe 

primary destination airline ticket for 

a cash Bonus Package! (Certain time 
restrictions apply. ) 

<A~$AR$ TAH~~ 
casino & Hotel' South Shore 

TOLL FREE 800-648-.3.35.3 
In Nevada 588-.3515 



Julia BuleHe was 
number one in the 
hearts of her 
admirers 

Julia Bulette, the darling of Comstock 
folklore, has survived a century of faded 

memories, historians' investigations, 
and her own murder. 

{lj efore climbing into bed on the 
evening of January 20, 1867, news­
paperman Alf Doten, as always, 

recorded the day's events in his diary. He 
wrote that singing, a turkey dinner, and 
champagne had eased the bite of the Vir­
ginia City winter, but an evening excur­
sion had left him cold. Doten and a friend 
had gone to view the body of a woman 
"foully murdered in her bed." He had 
little to say about the victim: "about 35 
years old-prostitute." 

In a few days, though, every resident of 
the Comstock and half the West knew that 
the woman's name was Julia Bulette and 
that she had been the victim of what the 
Territorial Enterprise called "the most cruel, 
outrageous, and revolting murder ever 
committed in this city." Prophetically, the 
Virginia Daily Union stated, "Let a tear of 
sorrow for her frailties take the place of 
scorn for her weaknesses, for she may yet 
bloom on the tree of immortality." 

Such stories were to launch a legend. 
Her background and violent death proved 
to be rich material for storytellers, and 

By Susan James 

Bulette in time found an impressive niche 
in Nevada's heritage. With the help of 
impassioned newspaper stories, dime­
store novels, and popular imagination, 
she became a legend, the "Queen of the 
Red Ughts," the darling of Comstock folk­
lore. Thanks to so much attention, by the 
middle of the 20th century Julia Bulette 
the frontier prostitute had been trans­
formed into a stunning and affluent cour­
tesan. 

In fact, if "Jule" Bulette's friends read a 
modem biography of her, they would 
probably not recognize her. She was 
neither wealthy nor beautiful. She was 
little more than typical. 

Julia and other prostitutes came to the 
Comstock in the early 1860s, keenly aware 
of how much money they could make in a 
mining town where the men outnum­
bered the women by nearly 40 to one. 
Journalists dubbed these camp follow­
ers "the fair, but frail." Respectable 
society shunned them, but prostitutes of­
fered pleasure as well as companionship 
to the men who labored in the hellish 

abyss of the mines, enduring extremes of 
heat and cold as they dug the silver-rich 
ore from Mount Davidson. The delights of 
o Street's bawdy district gave them a 
chance to leave the inferno behind, if only 
for a while. 

During her four years on the Com­
stock, Julia Bulette enjoyed moderate suc­
cess. In the early morning hours of Jan­
uary 20, 1867, however, someone decided 
that Julia had more to offer than compan­
ionship. After a desperate struggle, the 
villain strangled her and fled unnoticed 
into the night with a booty of furs and 
jewels. The coroners report said that she 
had sustained several heavy blows to the 
head before she died. 

A friend and fellow prostitute, Gertrude 
Holmes, discovered Bulette's contorted 
body several hours later. Soon, Virginia 
City buzzed with the news of the crime. 
Local newspapers took advantage of the 
clamor by publishing sordid details of the 
death scene. 

However, little was known about Bu­
lette's background. According to the local 
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In Search of Julia Bulette 
Although it's been 117 years since Julia 
was murdered for her jewel , her spirit is 
evident in many of Virginia City's sa loons 
and museums, in books, and now in a new 
form - the stage. History buffs and theater 
lovers can see "The Legend of Julia Bulette" 
on September 22-23 at Space Theatre 
near the Peppermill Inn in Reno. Created 
by Ken Mizak and performed by a troupe 
from Northern California, the musical is 
narrated by Mark Twain (well, he could 
have met her) and features song and 
dance to enliven the tale of the Com­
stock's favorite belle. 

Serious Julia students also can have a 

field day in Virginia City. There you can 
visit the corner of D and Union streets, 
where Julia lived and died. Appropriately, 
just above the site is the Julia C. Bulette 
Saloon, which houses the eye-catching 
Red Light Museum and is Julia's principal 
shrine. Up and down the boardwalk, on 
museum walls and backbars from the 
Bucket of Blood to the Delta, you'll see one 
or both of the photos that are said to be 
hers (see above) and other memorabilia 
of the era. Also, a mile hike past the town 
dump will take you to what is said to be 
Julia's grave, but however valid that claim 
is, the view from the hill is terrific. 0 

This frequently-seen Bulette imposter may have originated with an early biography. 

newspapers, the young Englishwoman 
came to the Comstock in 1863 via New 
Orleans and the gold fields of California. 
The papers noted that somewhere along 
the way, Julia had married. The mysterious 
husband never appeared in Virginia City, 
where Bulette lived alone in a small 
rented cottage near the corner of D and 
Union streets. 

Shortly after her arrival, Julia was elect-
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ed honorary member of Virginia City's 
Engine Company No. 1. The title was ap­
parently granted "in return for numerous 
favors and munificent gifts bestowed by 
her upon the company." The Enterprise 
called attention to Bulette's unflagging 
support of the fire department and her 
appearance at many fires where she was 
seen working the brakes of the engines. 
The company returned the favor by lead-

ing her funeral procession through the 
streets of the city. The weather was bad, 
though, and the firemen dropped out 
before the long, muddy trek to the Flowery 
Hill Cemetery east of town. 

About 16 carriages filled with friends 
and members of the sisterhood accompa­
nied Julia on her last journey. According 
to legend, the respectable ladies of the city 
quickly drew the curtain shades as the 
procession went by, no doubt hoping that 
their husbands were not among the 
mourners. 

g- he Victorian society of the 19th 
century had mixed feelings 
about women whose choice of 

work led them into lives of disrepute. 
When given the opportunity, journalists 
and storytellers-the two differed little on 
the Comstock-seemed eager to romanti­
cize them as fallen angels who could be 
paragons of virtue. Each candidate had to 
meet certain qualifications, though, and 
society was a fickle judge. 

Julia Bulette had the essential prerequi­
sites. First, so little was known about her 
life that her attributes could be greatly 
enhanced without fear of contradiction. 
More importantly, the combination of sex 
and violence captured the popular imagi­
nation at the time of Bulette's death, and 
journalists seized the opportunity to ex­
ploit the sensational nature of the murder. 
Finally, a public spectacle had to follow 
the murder and stir up the community's 
passions, as did the trial and hanging of 
Bulette's slayer. 

Other candidates for legend hood, who 
probably deserved it more, did not fare as 
well because they lacked one of the essen­
tial themes. For example, two years before 
Bulette's murder, Virginia City madam 
Jessie Lester lost an arm from a gunshot 
wound. Tortured by pain, the unfortunate 
woman languished for nearly a month 
before she died from an infection in 
January of 1865, according to Alf Doten's 
diary. Jessie left most of her estate to the 
local Daughters of Charity for the care of 
orphans. The Catholic Church rewarded 
her generosity by burying her in conse­
crated ground. But philanthropy and a 
violent death weren't enough. She took 
the secret of her assailant's identity to her 
grave, thus depriving Virginia City resi­
dents of the opportunity to enjoy a lurid 
trial and a hanging. Jessie was soon for­
gotten. 

When Julia Bulette died, the press 
wanted its readers to believe that the 
murderer had deprived the city of one of 
its most generous citizens. Bulette's only 
known contributions were to the local fire 
department. The Union also stated that she 
"possessed a benevolent disposition, her 
purse ever being open to the demands of 
charity, no matter what the form of appli­
cation." Not wishing to be outdone by its 



competition, the Territorial Enterprise cited 
Bulette's "kind-hearted, liberal, benevo­
lent and charitable disposition," adding 
that "few of her class had more true 
friends." The writer said that justice would 
only be served when authorities captured 
the despicable murderer and punished 
him for his deed. 

Five months later, the press got its wish 
when officials took a destitute French­
man, John Millian, into custody for the 
murder of Julia Bulette. After a well­
attended trial, a judge and jury convicted 
and sentenced him to hang. Once again, 
the Enterprise exaggerated Bulette's lar­
gesse when it wrote that "hundreds in this 
city have had cause to bless her name for 
her many acts of kindness and charity," 
despite the fact that "she was a woman of 
easy virtue." 

John Millian sat in jail for nearly a year, 
maintaining that two men had framed him 
for the murder, but authorities failed to 
locate them. On April 23, 1868, Millian 
ascended the gallows in front of about 
4,000 spectators enjoying picnic lunches. 
Before the noose slid around his neck, the 
convicted murderer declared his inno­
cence and thanked the ladies who had 
visited him in prison. (Despite the claims 
of the press, many of Virginia City's 
female residents were unwilling to 
acknowledge that Julia Bulette had made a 
Significant contribution to the quality of 
life on the Comstock Lode.) 

The hanging of John Millian brought 
an end to the sensation created by the 
murder of Julia Bulette, and interest in her 
story dwindled with the fortunes of the 
Comstock. The events of January 20,1867, 
receded into the popular imagination until 
novelists resurrected them after Julia had 
lain in her grave for nearly 80 years. 

The new biographers turned the 19th­
century newspaper accounts to their ad­
vantage, adding grossly exaggerated de­
tails of the courtesan's life. The legend 
blossomed again as Julia received the at­
tributes of royalty and a bank account to 
match. The woman the Virginia Daily 
Union described as "comely" was now 
depicted as "elegant" and "warmly beauti­
ful," her furs and jewelry the envy of 
every woman on the Comstock. 

Writers speculated about Julia's ances­
try. The fact that she might have lived in 
Louisiana was all they needed to trans­
form the fair-skinned Englishwoman into 
an enticing New Orleans Creole. Exotic 
beauty was not among Julia's assets, but it 
didn't hurt to stretch the truth a bit. 

Western novelist George Lyman per­
haps was the first to recognize the won­
derful possibilities of Julia's story. In The 
Saga of the Comstock Lode (1934), Lyman 
wrote, "All social life went on within her 
well-lighted, well-regulated, fragrant 
walls." He couldn't resist calling her small 
rented crib "julia's Palace," which he 

"----The combination of sex 
and violence captured the 
popular imagination, and 

journalists seized 
the opportunity to exploit 

the sensational nature 
of her murder. 

" described as the cultural center of the 
Comstock. The author maintained that 
Julia refined the city's ruffians by teach­
ing them about fine French wines, cook­
ing, and clothing, adding that she "cares­
sed Sun Mountain with a gentle touch of 
splendor." Also, Lyman would not allow 
his heroine to simply walk the streets of 
Virginia City. He promoted the story that 
the wealthy courtesan "rode in a lacquered 
brougham upon whose side-panels were 
emblazoned her crest-an escutcheon of 
four aces, crowned by a lion couchant." 

Lucius Beebe and Charles Clegg, Vir­
ginia City residents and owners of the 
Territorial Enterprise, wrote about Julia in 
Legends of the Comstock Lode (1950) . They 
liked the story about the carriage, adding 
that it "had been imported across the 
Isthmus of Panama." 

When Zeke Daniels (a.k.a. Effie Mona 
Mack) wrote the book The Life and Death of 
Julia C. Bulette (1958), she was skeptical 
about the "lacquered brougham." Daniels, 
however, elevated Bulette to the position 
of madam, calling her "the queen" of 
Virginia City's sporting row. 

With the inventive assistance of those 
modern biographers, Julia assumed nurs-

The saga's chief villain-he said he was a 
victim-was Frenchman John Mil/ian. 

ing capabilities second only to Florence 
Nightingale. Daniels asserted that Bulette 
never refused to help a sick miner. Beebe 
and Clegg wrote that Bulette nursed hun­
dreds of disabled miners through bouts of 
influenza, using medicine culled from 
"the primitive resources of the communi­
ty." They wrote that the miners gladly 
rallied to her support when hostile Paiute 
Indians threatened to attack the city. This 
bit of creative fiction became an important 
part of Julia's legend, despite the fact that 
the story was based on an incident that 
occurred several years before on the Com­
stock. 

Julia's story received an additional 
boost in the 1950s when attention focused 
on her grave, or on a facsimile of it. 
Bulette's original burial site had disap­
peared over the years, but some enter­
prising Virginia City residents found a 
way to make something out of nothing. 
They created a gravesite complete with 
white picket fence and placed it east of 
town among the ruins of the old Flowery 
Hill Cemetery. Tourists loved the idea. 
Since then Virginia City merchants also 
have named restaurants, saloons, and mu­
seums in her honor. 

The stories, however, betray the reality 
of her existence. Recently, authors such as 
Marion Goldman and Douglas McDonald 
have worked to dispel the myths devel­
oped by earlier writers. In The Legend of 
Julia Bulette (1980), McDonald points out 
that contrary to previous descriptions of 
her "pleasure palace," Julia resided in one 
of the hastily-constructed cribs which lined 
Virginia City's D Street. Both biographers 
note that the preparation of sumptuous 
French meals would have been difficult in 
a house that lacked a kitchen and indoor 
plumbing, not to mention a French maid. 
Julia paid her neighbor Gertrude Holmes 
a small sum in return for meals. Her only 
helper was a Chinese man who came by 
on winter mornings to make a fire and 
sweep the floors. Goldman, in Gold Diggers 
and Silver Miners (1981), states that the 
Comstock's most celebrated prostitute died 
in debt, leaving behind too many bills and 
not enough assets to cover ,them. 

Undoubtedly, Julia would have been 
happy with a quarter of the wealth and 
honors that writers later attributed to her. 
Like other legends, her story gradually 
grew in details, each more exaggerated 
than the last, that added heroism and 
splendor to a hard life. The legend of Julia 
Bulette may be filled with inaccuracies, 
but it is a good story, whose embroideries 
make it one of the most captivating ex­
amples of Comstock folklore. It shows, at 
least at first, what residents were willing to 
believe about their disreputable neighbors 
when they had a chance. 0 

Susan James of Carson City is a freelance 
writer with a special interest in history. 
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September & Octoher 
Your complete day-by-day guide to events and celebrations in the Silver State. 

Compiled by Melissa Cronin 

CRAFTY CREATIONS 
You'll find exquisite works of art next to shocking feather masks and belly dancers in 
the annual display of weird and beautiful creations at the KNPR Craftworks Market. 
Politicians and celebrities practice mud slinging of a different kind as they throw 
pottery for the crowd, while bluegrass, jazz, and classical bands battle for your ear. The 
open-air event is held at Reed Whipple Field in Las Vegas on October 27-28, and you 
may discover one-of-a-kind holiday gifts in handwoven blankets and blown glass 
items-maybe even the perfect Halloween costume. Or, you may just want to come and 
watch. 
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Las Vegas/South 
September 
Las Vegas Stars' Pacific Coast League Play­
offs, TBA, triple-A pro baseball, Cashman 
Field, 386-7200 
Pioche Labor Day Celebration, 31-9/ 3, pa­
rade, fireworks, mining contests, and many 
children's activities, Pioche, 962-5508 
Autorama Tradefair, 31-9/ 3, Mr. Macho 
show, battle of the bands, breakdance con­
test, on Mon. llam auto parade with classics, 
low riders, custom cars and trucks, Nucleus 
Shopping Plaza, 1000 West Owens, West Las 
Vegas, 648-6222 
Art Exhibit, thru 13, works by Ken Kline, 
Charleston Heights Arts Center, 386-6383 
Concert, 1, starring singer AI Jarreau, 9pm, 
outdoor arena at Caesars Palace, 731-7865 
Park Program, 1, 3pm, Cathedral Gorge 
State Park, Panaca, 728-4467 
Park Program, 1, movie, "The Real West," 
after sunset, Spring Valley State Park, Pioche, 
962-5102 
Clark County Basque Festival, 1-2, on Sat. 
fund raiser for Catholic Community Services 
of Nevada hosted by U.S. Senator Paul 
Laxalt, $100 per person. On Sun. Lagun 
Onak Las Vegas Basque Club's Family Picnic, 
$3 admission, children 10 and under free. 
Both celebrations include wood chopping, 
weight lifting, bota bag and irrintzi (Basque 
war cry) contests, Oinkari Basque dancers 
from Idaho, lamb barbecue, chorizos, and 
picon punch. Sat. event is at Silk Purse Ranch 
near Floyd Lamb State Park, call 385-2662; 
Sun. festival is at Saint Viater Community 
Center, call 361-6834 
Quilts Exhibit, 1-30, by Rose Thorn, Hen­
derson Library, 565-9247 
Park Program, 2, slide show after sunset, 
Kershaw-Ryan State Park, Caliente, 726-3325 
Jerry Lewis Muscular Dystrophy Telethon, 
2-3, free, 6pm Sun. thru 4pm Mon., Caesars 
Palace Pavilion, 731-7865 

(Continued on page 58) 



A propane burner atop the basket sends a blast of hot air into the balloon's interior, coaxing the colorful nylon bubble skyward. 

F or this first-timer, the Great Reno Balloon Race was 
like a trip over the Emerald City. 

By Jim Crandall 

•

orothY made an unforgivable 
mistake. All she had to do was 
climb into that magnificent hot air 

balloon with the Wizard of Oz and sail 
away from the Emerald City in style. She 
missed the chance of a lifetime, all because 
of that stupid little dog, Toto. 

My chance to ride a balloon came last 
September during the Great Reno Balloon 
Race, which celebrated the 200th anniver­
sary of flight and now is an annual event. I 
arrived at the launch site at Rancho San 

Rafael a full hour before the dawn rendez­
vous. My dog, Buckshot, remained at 
home safely tethered to a stout chain. 

When the sun cracked over the moun­
tains and sent horizontal shafts of radi­
ance over the Truckee Meadows, nearly a 
hundred huge spheres began sprouting 
on the grassy field . It was as if the earth 
were blowing great soap bubbles, each a 
different explosion of brilliant colors and 
patterns. They'd swell and roll and swell 
some more until finally they'd break free 

and stand upright, each bound to the earth 
by a single rope. 

When the wizard of my airship, Tim 
Burgess, said, "Climb in," I didn't hesitate. 
Neither did the third member of our crew, 
Reno Hilton PR man Randy Gaess. The 
Hilton had sponsored our flight, and it 
was Gaess' first time, too. Across the park I 
saw the Eldorado Hotel's balloon, from 
which Nevada editor Caroline Hadley 
would be madly snapping photographs. 

Our basket was made of stout wicker, 

SepVOcl 84 NEVADA 55 



reinforced by a metal frame. Two propane 
bottles fed a burner overhead. A pull from 
a lever sent blasts of fire into the balloon. 
As we awaited the flight coordinator's 
signal, dozens of balloons around us broke 
free. Some ships rose slightly, then bobbled 
back to earth and bounced higher. Some 
turned while others held still or rose 
slowly in the air. Then we lifted off. 

The initial sensation was not of flight. It 
was as if the ground were pulling away 
from us. We stood in the wicker basket, 
leaning on the rail, perusing the meadow 
and the few balloons still on the ground. 
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We saw the parking lot and Reno suburbs, 
and then the city, the Truckee River, and 
the whole vaHey. 

Burgess held the ship about 500 feet 
above the ground, and we left the main 
flotilla to hover over downtown rooftops, 
watching as toy cars scampered below. 
We drifted above South Virginia Street, 
crossed the glistening waters of the 
Truckee, and floated west. 

Then the bal100n began spinning slow­
ly, affording a 360-degree panorama. 1 
thought it most pleasant, but Burgess did 
not. "We're caught in a thermal," he said. 

"1 hate thermals." He said thermals had 
the effect of miniature tornadoes (look out 
Dorothy) and that we needed to break 
free. 

He attempted this by dropping low 
over a residential neighborhood. It was 
then that a great cry went up, and we 
gazed down to see a schoolyard fuH of­
could they be munchkins?-aH standing 
about three feet tall, with their heads 
thrown back and their smiling, sunlit faces 
staring up like a field of daisies. 

1 waved, and the whole crowd waved 
back, giggled, jumped up and down, and 



screamed, "Hello!" They beckoned us to 
land, but we broke free from the thermal 
and rose again into the clear blue sky. 

The main fleet of balloons was now far 
off, dangling like Christmas ornaments 
from an unseen tree. There were many 
pilots and crews who just wanted to be up 
there, content to go with the wind, see 
what they could, and land when it was 
time. Our time came over Washoe County 
Golf Course in southwest Reno. We aimed 
for the 11 th green and landed in the rough 
nearby to the astonishment of a couple of 
early morning duffers. 

After the ride over Reno, pilot Russ McLain (top center), flying for the Eldorado, poses with family 
and chase crew. Then the $20,OOO-plus balloon is carefully packed. Above, Frank Jones and 
Yvonne Treasure are wed in the Harrah's balloon, somewhere near cloud nine. 

We loaded the balloon in an oversized 
canvas pillowslip, put that in the basket, 
and loaded the basket in the back of our 
spotter truck, which had followed us on 
our two-hour journey. We then drove 
back to the launch site, where Gaess and I 
were inducted into the brotherhood of 
balloonists. Kneeling on the grass with 
our hands behind our backs, we were each 
told to pick up a cup with our teeth and 
drink the bubbly elixir inside. As we 
attempted this, we were christened with 
champagne, which was poured over our 
heads by the wizard himself. 

He then read to us the balloonist's 
prayer, translated from the French original: 
The winds have welcomed you with softness, 

The sun has blessed you with warm hands. 
You have flown so high and so well 

That God has joined you in your laughter. 
And He has set you gently back again 

Into the loving arms of Mother Earth. 
Eat your heart out, Dorothy. 0 

Nevada feature editor Jim Crandall hopes to 
catch another ride September 7-9 at this year's 
Great Reno Balloon Race, where more than 100 
balloons are expected. 
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(Continued from page 54) 
Park Program, 3, slide show after sunset, 
Echo Canyon State Recreation Area, Pioche, 
728-4467 
SNORE 250 Off-Road Race, 7-9, on Fri. tech 
inspection and registration from 2pm-mid­
night at Holiday Inn Hotel & Holiday Casino 
in Las Vegas; on Sat. race begins at 9am, with 
drivers completing the approximately 60-
mile trail four times, start and finish at Jean, 
363-6456 
Roping Events, 8, open to public, free to 
spectators, rodeo arena, Peppermill's Western 
Village, Mesquite, 346-5232 
UNLV v. San Jose State, 8, football, 7pm, 
Silver Bowl, 739-3267 
Park Program, 8, movie, "Mojave Desert," 
after sunset, Kershaw-Ryan State Park, Cali­
ente, 726-3325 
Las Vegas Boat & Ski Club 50 & 75 Mile Ski 
Races, 8-9, 8am both days, Boulder Beach, 
Lake Mead, 293-2592 
"The Man Who Knew Too Much," 11, Alfred 
Hitchcock movie, $1 , 7pm, Charleston 
Heights Arts Center, 386-6382 
Pahrump Harvest Festival Fair and PRCA 
Rodeo, 14-16, on Fri. 7pm gymkhana; on Sat. 
9am parade, lOam opening for fair & mid­
way, 9pm outdoor dance; on Sun. 8am back­
hoe contest, 9am opening for fair & midway; 
on Sat. and Sun. noon barbecue and 2pm 
rodeo, Pahrump Community Center, 727-
5314 
Marina $25,000 Video Poker Tournament, 
14-16, Marina Hotel, 739-1500 
Merle Haggard/Ricky Skaggs Concert, 15, 
9pm, Caesars Palace, outdoor arena, 635-
6698 
All About Rattlesnakes, 15, talk, 3pm, Ca­
thedral Gorge State Park, Panaca, 728-4467 
Sixth Annual World Seniors Softball Tour-

WHISTLING'S BELIEVE IT OR NOT 

OLD CRANKS IN VEGAS 
If you love the aroma of oiled leather, the 
patina of rubbed brass, and the deep grain 
of polished hardwood, then you'll find an 
old-time swirl of sensations at the Im­
perial Palace's third annual Antique Auto 
Run on October 26-28. The run's organi­
zers invite car buffs to watch and anyone 
with pre-1936 autos to dress in period 
garb and join the celebration. There will 
be parties, awards, costumes, barbecues, 
and memorable drives through the coun­
tryside near Lake Mead. Last year there 
were 130 entrants, and Imperial Palace 
officials hope to triple that number this 
year. 

nament, 15-22, Las Vegas Softball Center, 
648-7559 
"39 Steps," 16, Alfred Hitchcock movie, 
7pm, $1, Charleston Heights Arts Center, 
386-6382 
Big Bore Handgun Metallic Silhouette Shoot, 
15, Meadow Valley Silhouette Club, one 
mile south of Panaca, 728-4573 or 728-4682 
Blackjack Tournament, 16-21, Landmark 
Hotel, 733-1110 
Panasonic Las Vegas Invitational, 17-23, 
world's richest golf tournament with a 
$1,122,500 purse. Mon.-Tues. practice rounds 
and parties for participants, Wed.-Sat. ama­
teurs and celebrities join with pros from the 
PGA tour in the competition. On Sun. pros 
shoot for the $162,000 first-place prize. Held 
at Desert Inn, Las Vegas, Showboat, and 
Tropicana country clubs. Gate tickets for 
spectators are $12 a day, $50 for a week-long 
clubhouse admission. For info call 382-6616 
ESPN Boxing, 19, Showboat Hotel, 385-9196 

UNL V v. Wichita State, 22, football, Silver 
Bowl, 739-3267 
European Style Flea Market and Indian Pow 
Wow, 22-23, arts and crafts, dancing contest, 
and food booths, $1.50, Convention Center, 
457-1114 or 642-6674 
Opera Highlights Concert, 23, 2-5pm, Reed 
Whipple Cultural Center, 386-6211 
Harrah's '84 Games, 23-26, blackjack and 
craps tournaments held simultaneously at 
Holiday Casino in Las Vegas, Harrah's Tahoe, 
Harrah's Reno, and Harrah's Marina in Atlan­
tic City, with $4 million in cash and prizes; 
Harrah's and International Gaming Promo­
tions, Inc. 800-426-3784 
Blackjack Tournament, 24-26, Tropicana 
Hotel, 739-2105 
Mint Fall Trapshooting Tournament, 25-30, 
free to spectators, Mint Gun Club, near 
Floyd Lamb State Park, 645-1897 
ESPN Boxing, 26, Showboat Hotel, 385-9196 
Nevada 84,26-10/ 30, photo show, Las Vegas 
Art Museum, 647-4300 
"Strange Bedfellows," 27-29, political com­
edy set in Victorian San Francisco by Boulder 
First Nighters, 7:30pm, Boulder City High 
School Auditorium, 565-8507 
Second Annual Desert Classic Team Roping, 
27-28 & 30, Peppermill's Western Village, 
Mesquite, 346-5232 
All-Star Wrestling, 28, tickets $12, $8, and $5 
(children), 7:30pm, Showboat Hotel, 385-
9196 
National Old Timers Rodeo Assn. Rodeo, 
28-29, Peppermill's Western Village, Mes­
quite, 346-5232 
"Beyond the Fringe," 28-30, comedy revue, 
8pm on Fri.-Sat., 2pm Sun., Judy Bayley 
Theatre, UNLV, 739-3801 
Quaking Aspen Fall Foliage Tour, 28-30, 
guided bus tour from Las Vegas to Lincoln 

SPEED SKI JUBILEE 
These Belly Whistlers bring forth belly laughs at the World's 
International Whistle-Off in Carson City, especially when it's 
discovered that the strangely costumed chirpers actually have 
their arms and heads in their hats, with faces painted on their 
upper torsos. It's a hilarious sidelight to the seventh annual 
competition that draws some of the world's finest concert 
whistlers, who whistle up everything from Mozart and Bee­
thoven to Willie Nelson. This year's blowout is September 29-
30 at Mills Park in Carson City. 

The Las Vegas Boat &t Ski Club's annual 50 and 75 Mile Ski 
Race on Lake Mead isn't just an exhibition of sleek racing boats 
towing some of the sport's fastest skiers. With classes for stock 
ski boats, youngsters and old-timers get their chances for glory, 
too. The regatta is September 8-9, and spectators will want to 
arrive before the 8 a.m. cast-off both Saturday (the 50) and 
Sunday (the 75). As always, the location is the Special Events 
Beach just south of Boulder Beach, where families, friends, and 
old sea dogs enjoy barbecues, beer, pop, and ship and ski talk. 
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A TOUR MADE IN HEAVEN 
Some of Reno's most uplifting landmarks 
will be open for inspection on Sunday, 
October 21, when the Washoe Heritage 
Council hosts tours of five historic down­
town churches. During the all-day event 
you can visit such marvels as St. Thomas 
Aquinas Cathedral, whose twin four­
story towers rose into the sky in 1907, and 
the Gothic Revival architecture of the 
First United Methodist Church, built in 
1925. Hosts will hand out maps that 
describe the sites' history, architecture, 
and interesting trivia, and each church 
will provide a guide to lead the way. 

County, Pahranagat Lakes, Caliente, Ker­
shaw-Ryan and Cathedral Gorge state parks, 
Pioche, Mount Wheeler, Snake Range, Ely, 
Cedar City, Zion National Park, Mesquite; 
Nevada Discovery Tours, 735-5450 
Park Program, 29, slide show after sunset, 
Cathedral Gorge State Park, Panaca, 728-
4467 
George Benson, 29, outdoor concert, 9pm, 
Caesars Palace, 635-6698 
Chili Cook-Off, 30, country-western and 
bluegrass bands, Miss Chili Pepper Contest, 
chili tasting, 10am-6pm, Flamingo Library, 
733-7810 
Pan Tournament, 30-10/3, Union Plaza 
Hotel, 386-2110 

October 
Craps Tournament, 1-3, Tropicana Hotel, 
739-2222 
Fiber Arts Guild Exhibition, 1-31, Hender­
son Library, 565-9247 
Pistol Tournament, 4-6, Four Queens Hote\, 
385-4011 
Roping Events, 6, open to public, free to 
spectators, rodeo arena, Peppermill's West­
ern Village, Mesquite, 346-5232 
Art in the Park Festival, 6-7, annual outdoor 
arts and crafts show featuring many western 
artists, Government Park, Boulder City, 293-
3787 
Las Vegas Jaycees State Fair, 9-14, carnival 
midway, petting zoo, bands, garden show, 
gem show, food, on Tues.-Fri. 4pm-midnight, 
Sat. noon-midnight, Sun. noon-lOpm; child­
ren 5 and under free, general admission for 
children 6-12 is $2, over 12 $4; grandstand is 
$10 and includes special entertainment, 
Cashman Field, 457-8832 
ESPN Boxing, 11, 6pm, Showboat Hotel, 
385-9196 
Frontier 500, 11-13, major off-road race be­
tween Las Vegas and Reno. Tech inspection 
on Thurs. and Fri. is free and open to public 
at the Frontier Hotel. At 7am Sat., race day, 
the four-wheel entries parade down the 
Strip 17 miles to Sloan for the start. Race goes 
through Pahrump Valley, Beatty, Gold­
field, Tonopah Airport, Gabbs, and Dayton 
on way to finish that evening at Rattlesnake 
Mountain in Reno; call 361-5404 
"The Dining Room," 12-13, drama, 8pm, 
Black Box Theatre, UNLV, 739-3801 

UNLV v. Idaho State, 13, football, 7pm, 
Silver Bowl, 739-3267 
All-Star Wrestling, 17, 7:30pm, tickets $12, 
$8, and $5 (children), Showboat Hotel, 385-
9196 
"The Dining Room," 18-21, drama, Thurs.­
Sat. at 8pm, Sun. 2pm, Black Box Theatre, 
UNLV, 739-3801 
Henderson Expo '84,19-21, home show with 
exhibits, carnival, art show, food, Fri. 6-
lOpm, Sat. 10am-lOpm, Sun. noon-6pm, 
Convention Center, Henderson, 565-8951 
Fine Arts and Quality Craft Fall Festival, 19-
21, Frontier Hotel, 734-0110 
J&B Gold Putter Awards, 20-21, 16 top 
LPGA golfers will putt against each other in 
18-hole matches over three greens in a 
double-elimination format; first prize is 
$50,000, and admission is free for the public, 
8am Sat., lOam Sun., Desert Inn Country 
Club, 733-4444 
Las Vegas Civic Symphony Concert, 21, at 
2pm, $2 adults, $1 senior citizens and child­
ren under 12, Reed Whipple Cultural Center, 
386-6211 
Blackjack Tournament, 21 -26, Landmark 
Hote\, 733-1110 
Blackjack Tournament, 22-24, Tropicana 
Hotel, 739-2105 
"The Dining Room," 25-28, drama, Thurs.­
Sat. 8pm, Sun. 2pm, Black Box Theatre, 
UNLV, 739-3801 
Quarter-Scale Airplane Show, 26, 9am-5pm, 
free, Showboat Hotel, 385-9104 
Ballet, 25-28, Nevada Dance Theatre, per­
formances of Hansel and Gretel, and ballets 
from famous operas, Thurs.-Sat. 8pm, Sun. 
2pm, Judy Bayley Theatre, UNLV, 739-3838 
Mr. Universe Contest, 26-27, amateur body­
building championships in four weight divi­
sions. Pre-judging on Fri. 10:30am-5pm, 
finals 7pm on Sat., Caesars Palace Pavilion, 
731-7865 
Imperial Palace Antique Auto Run, 27, race 
for cars built before 1936, beginning and 
ending at the Imperial Palace in Las Vegas. 
Drivers tour along Lake Mead and stop at 

MEET MR. MACHO 
The days are getting shorter but the 
Southern Nevada weather is still beautiful 
in October, which will help fun-seekers 
deal with two of the month's special 
flings. On October 9-14, the Las Vegas 
Jaycees State Fair returns to its original 
1954 home, Cashman Field. At the fair's 
giant carnival you can take a heart-stop­
ping ride on the Zyclon roller coaster and 
then try the looping Skydiver to get 
everything ticking again. You'll have a 
week to recover before the action picks up 
in North Las Vegas. There you can ride in 
a hot air balloon, join a toga party, or meet 
Mr. Macho Nevada during the annual 
Fairshow and Nevada National Champion­
ship Balloon Races on October 26-28. The 
events take place at the Clark County 
Community College; to find it, just watch 
for the balloons. 

OUR 120TH BIRTHDAY 
To celebrate the 120th anniversary of the 
state's admission to the union, everyone is 
invited to the Nevada Day festivities in 
Carson City, which start on Saturday, 
October 27, with the 1864 Grand Ball at 
the Ormsby House. The following Wed­
nesday, October 31, celebrating resumes 
with a bang as marching bands and color­
ful floats parade down Carson Street all 
morning. Meanwhile, strong men ready 
for the World Championship Rock Drill­
ing Contest, and local Jaycee women 
defend their title in the Nevada State 
Championship Bed Races. 

Boulder Beach where a catered lunch is 
served; public is invited to the lunch and to 
view the cars at the hotel, 731-3311 
North Lits Vegas Fairshow and Nevada 
Champiohship Balloon Races, 26-28; 75 to 
100 hot-air balloonists compete in races and 
give demonstrations. Carnival, exhibits, con­
tests including Halloween costumes, Mr. 
Macho Nevada, Parent of the Year, western 
hats, and softball, plus il toga costume party 
and 40-mile bicycle relay race from Hoover 
Dam to Fairshow, Clark County Community 
College, North Las Vegas, 642-1944 
Antique Arms Show, 26-28, Sahara Hote\, 
737-2715 
Marina $25,000 Blackjack Tournament, 26-
28, Marina Hotel, 739-1500 
Firefighting Equipment Exhibit, 27-10/ 11/85, 
museum display of equipment used in Gold­
field, Las Vegas, and other towns from the 
1900s to the 1940s, Nevada State Museum 
and Historical Society, 385-0115 
KNPR Craftworks Market, 27-28, original 
works in pottery, glass, quilting, weaving, 
jewelry, and woodcarving, also live music, 
craft demonstrations, children'S activities, 
food booths, $2, Reed Whipple Field, 456-
6695 
"Secret Agent," 30, Alfred Hitchcock movie, 
7pm, $1, Charleston Heights Arts Center, 
386-6382 
Big Bore Handgun Metallic Silhouette Shoot, 
30, Meadow Valley Silhouette Club, one 
mile south of Panaca, 728-4573 or 728-4682 
Nevada Day Celebration, 31, chuck wagon, 
dancing, rides, and contests to commemo­
rate Nevada's admission to the union in 
1864, Landmark Hote\, 733-1404 
Baccarat Tournament, 31-11 / 4, Desert Inn, 
733-4444 

Central 
September 
Fossil House Tours, thru 3, see fossil remains 
of several ichthyosaurs (giant fish-lizards) 
daily at lOam, 2pm, and 4pm, Berlin-Ichthy­
osaur State Park, near Gabbs, 867-3001 
Berlin, A Ghost Town Tour, thru 3, guided 
tours by park ranger of the historic mining 
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THE RICHEST FIVE ROUNDS IN THE WORLD 
Things rolled the right way in Las Vegas last fall for golfer Fuzzy Zoeller (above) , and 
he' ll be back September 17-23 to defend his title in the Panasonic Las Vegas 
Invitational. In fact, all of the top PGA players will be swatting balls around the city as 
they aim for a piece of the $1,122,500 purse- the richest in golf. The field also is the 
game's largest. In all, 208 pros and 832 amateurs are scheduled to play at the Desert Inn, 
Showboat, Tropicana, and Las Vegas country clubs. The celebrity pro-am runs four 
days, while the pros play the last of their 90-hole test on Sunday. Tickets are available 
for clubhouse admission as well as gallery viewing, while non-attending fans can 
watch on ESPN cable television. This may be the last autumn gathering, by the way; 
next year the tournament switches to March 18-24 and live NBC coverage. 

town, meet at Berlin-Ichthyosaur State Park 
office, near Gabbs, 867-3001 
Tonopah Picnic Photo Display, thru 15, photo 
show of early Central Nevada citizens, and 
visitors are encouraged to write in names of 
those people they recognize, Central Nevada 
Museum, Tonopah, 482-9676 
lone Days and Ore House Jamboree, 1-2, on 
Sat. trapshoot and country dance; on Sun. 
kids' games, women's mud-wrestling, Texas 
stew, and country dance, lone, 285-2669 
Nevada 84, 5-19, photo show, Central Ne­
vada Historical Society, Tonopah, 482-9676 
Nevada State Four-Man Best Ball Golf Tour­
nament, 22-23, White Pine County Golf 
Course, Ely, 289-4095 
White Pine High School Rodeo, 22-23, 9am 
daily, County Fairgrounds, Ely, 289-8679 

North 
September 
Winnemucca Rodeo and Tri-County Fair, 
8/ 3-9/2, featuring a parade and exhibits, the 
annual PRCA rodeo at the fairgrounds; 
Western Art Roundup show and sale at 
Convention Center; and country market at 
the Humboldt County Museum, 623-2225 
Elko County Fair and Livestock Show, 31-
9/ 3, total purse for this 63rd year of horse 
racing is $110,000. Ten races each day begin 
at 1pm with parimutuel betting on all races. 
Feature races: Elko County Thoroughbred 
Futurity on Sat. and Intermountain Quarter 
Horse Futurity and Elko County Derby on 
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Mon. Also stock horse events including team 
penning, branding contest, and team roping; 
4-H and FFA exhibits daily, parade, fair­
grounds, Elko, 738-7135 
Leonardo da Vinci Exhibit, thru 9, models of 
da Vinci's inventions, Northeastern Nevada 
Museum, Elko, 738-3418 
Art Exhibit, thru 16, paintings and photo­
graphs by Tad Cheyenne Schutt, Northeas­
tern Nevada Museum, Elko, 738-3418 
Car Races, 1, 6pm, stock cars and mini­
sprints, Battle Mountain Raceway, 625-2235 
Cactus Pete's Air Race, 7, from Stockton, CA. 
to Jackpot, 755-2259 
Capriola Days, 7-9, roping exhibitions and 
contests, KOA Campground, Elko, 738-5816 
Festival of Planes, 8, displays of current and 
past aircraft, radio-controlled model air­
planes, ultralight airplane races, flour bomb-

FAST TIMES IN WASHOE VALLEY 
For the ninth consecutive year, a grunting 
parade of runners will wind through Wa­
shoe Valley on September 2 to see who's 
the fastest- and who survives-in the 
Silver State Classic. There are actually 
two races going on: a marathon, the brutal 
and ancient runner's test of 26.2 miles, 
and a half marathon of 13.1 miles. The 
races start at 6:30 a.m. in the cool of the 
morning at Davis Creek Campground, 20 
miles south of Reno, and end at Bowers 
Mansion. Last year's marathon winners 
were Dave Carlsen of Carson City, in 
2:34: 21, and Sue King of Bishop, Califor­
nia, who ran a 3:14:35 in the picturesque 
valley setting. 

ing, spot landings, egg drops, and aviation 
movies, J.e. Harris Field, Elko, 738-7135 
Cactus Pete's $20,000 Pro-Am Golf Tourna­
ment, 10-14, Jackpot Golf Course, 755-2259 
Winnemucca Motocross, 16, motorcycle 
races, grandstand seating, sign-up 7am, prac­
tice 8am, first race 9am, $15 riders, $3 spec­
tators, Flying W's Park, Winnemucca, 623-
6382 
Ladies Professional Golf Tournament, 17, 
Jackpot Golf Course, 755-2259 
Cactus Pete' s Air Race, 22, from Great Falls, 
MT. to Jackpot, 755-2259 
Man-Mule Race, 22, race between humans, 
horses, and mules from Elko to Lamoille, 20 
miles, followed by a barbecue; $10 entry fee, 
open to a ll runners and riders, Elko, 738-
8570 
Art Exhibit, 28-10/24, ceramic and wood 
works by Walt McNamara, Northeastern 
Nevada Museum, Elko, 738-3418 

October 
Cactus Pete's Air Race, 6, from Spearfish, 
S.D. to Jackpot, 755-2259 
Big Sky Cutting Horse Show and Sale, 11-
13, regional show of cutting horses at fai r­
grounds; sale at Red Uon Inn, Elko, 738-2111 
Art Exhibit, 26-11/ 14, watercolors and tap­
estry by Pat Fox, Northeastern Nevada Mu­
seum, Elko, 738-3418 

Reno/West 
September 
Photography Exhibit, thru 9, new work by 
Northern Nevada and Lake Tahoe photo­
graphers, Sierra Nevada Museum of Art, 
329-3333 
Fleischmann Planetarium Shows, thru 16, 
Isaac Asimov's short story, "The Last Ques­
tion," adapted for the planetarium in a multi­
media show, l1am, 3pm, and 7:30pm daily. 
Also, a krypton gas laser, choreographed to a 
musical program ranging from classical to 
rock, emits vivid colors on the planetarium 
dome, 1pm and 9pm daily, Fleischmann 
Planetarium, 784-4811 
Photo Exhibit, thru 11/ 15, on the evolution 
of cameras and photography, Churchill 
County Museum, Fallon, 423-3677 
Reno Padres v. Fresno Giants, 8/ 31-9/2, 
c1ass-A pro baseball, 7:30pm, Moana Sta­
dium, 825-0678 
Evening Stargaze, 1, representative from 
Fleischmann Planetarium guides you through 
the major constellations and astrological 
myths, dusk, Sand Harbor, Lake Tahoe, 867-
3001 
Flea Market, 1, 10am-6pm, Village Green, 
Incline Village, 832-1225 
Fort Churchill Guided Tour, 1-2, lOam Fort 
Churchill Historic State Monument, near 
Silver Springs, 867-3001 
Nevada State Hunter Pistol Championship, 
1-2, Palomino Valley Gun Club, 323-3950 
Splendor of the Sierra, 1-2, fine arts show, 



Northstar, N. Lake Tahoe, 916-562-1010 
Lion's Club Rodeo and Parade, 1-3, rodeo all 
three days at fairgrounds, 10:30am parade 
on Mon. down Maine Street, Fallon, 423-
2426 
Field Meet of the Model-A Ford Club, 1-3, 
with 125 Model-A Fords on display, Legisla­
tive Mall, Carson City, 885-5943 
Silver State Marathon and Half Marathon, 2, 
races of 26.2 and 13.1 miles, 6:30am, entry 
fee $12, starts at Davis Creek Park and ends 
at Bowers Mansion, Washoe Valley, 789-
4658 
Pacific Crest Canoeing and Portage Race, 2, 
nine-mile canoe race from Carnelian Bay to 
Hyatt Beach, then one-mile portage to the 
Pacific Crest complex in Incline Village, U.S. 
Canoe Assn. sanctioned, 831-4105 
Topaz Lake VFD Barbecue-Dance, 2, Topaz 
Firehouse, 266-3469 
Chamber Music Concert, 2, 2pm, Piper's 
Opera House, Virginia City, 847-0433 
Holiday Steam-Up, 2-3, Virginia & Truckee 
Railroad Museum, Carson City, 885-4810 
Art Exhibit, 2-11/14, paintings by Rita Abbey, 
Sierra Nevada Museum of Art, 329-3333 
Sierra Hike, 3, guided backpacking trip from 
Desolation Wilderness to Yosemite's Tuol­
umne Meadows, 150 miles, takes 20 days, 

GOING, GOING, GONE 

PULLING FOR HAWTHORNE 
Even with unwavering enthusiasm for the 
political speeches, fine antiques, and an 
old-fashioned medicine show, the loudest 
cheers at Hawthorne's Victorian Fair last 
fall were probably in the kids' tug of war, 
in which half the contestants were drag­
ged screaming through a mud hole. The 
two-day celebration repeats this Septem­
ber 22-23 at the Centennial Courthouse 
with streets blocked off and park lawns 
set up for games and snack fests featur­
ing wine and cheese tasting and an ice 
cream social. Among other highlights are 
the Saturday night barn dance, a croquet 
tournament, and a pet show and parade 
(bring your own dog) on Sunday after­
noon. 

Wildwalk, Inc., S. Lake Tahoe, 916-577-5506 
Art Exhibit, 3-28, paintings by Benini, Man­
ville Gallery, UNR, 784-6001 
International Arabian Horse Show, 5-9, Con­
vention Center, on Friday art auction teatur­
ing 30 works of Arabian horse art at the 
MGM Grand, Reno, 785-4800 

First it was Standard Oil, then AT&T. Now another institution of world renown, 
Harrah's Automobile Collection, is breaking up. In the first of a series of auctions to 
divest Harrah's of its 1,100-car collection, 335 vintage autos will go to the highest 
bidders on the weekend of September 29-30 at the collection's Showroom No. 2 in 
Sparks. Among the departing vehicles are a 1932 Stutz Super Bearcat, seven Duesen­
bergs, and 39 Fords dating from 1907 to 1975. The auction is expected to attract 5,000 to 
7,000 bidders and onlookers. Each bidder will be required to submit a letter of 
guarantee from his bank and a $30 fee. The public is welcome; admission is $10 for 
available seating. For details and a free catalog, write Harrah's Vehicle Auction, Box 10, 
Reno, NV. 89504, or drop by the collection, which is recognized as the Louvre of the 
auto world and famous for its restoration shops. While dismantling the collection over 
the next couple of years, Harrah's has pledged 200 to 300 cars for a new Reno museum. 
The cars will be under the wing of the nonprofit William F. Harrah Automobile 
Foundation, named for the late casino czar who began the collectio.n in 1948. 

Nevada State Fair, 5-9, carnival, midway, 
livestock and agricultural exhibits, state 
championShip destruction derby, Shari Lewis 
and her puppets, Rod Hannah, Amazing 
Alexander, Kirby St. Romaine, Timo the 
Clown, country-western singer Jamie; the 
admission charge to all exhibits and enter­
tainment is $4 for adults, $2 for disabled per­
sons and children 6 to 12, children 5 and 
under free, State Fairgrounds, 785-4280 
Designer Showcase, 5-29, 14-room home of 
Dr. and Mrs. James Archer opened to the 
public. Each room has been completely re- ' 
decorated by an interior deSigner, benefit for 
Saint Mary's Hospital Guild, 11am-3pm 
Tues.-Sun., $6, $5 for senior citizens and 
groups of 20 or more, 6 Bret Harte, Reno, 
786-8825 
Ladies Invitational Slot Marathon, 7-9, Reno 
Ramada Hotel, 788-2000 
Karl's Grand Opening, 7-9, celebrating its 
$12 million expansion, Karl's Hotel, Sparks, 
323-4500 
The Great Reno Balloon Race, 7-9, competi­
tion with more than 100 hot-air balloonists 
flying over Reno, $10,000 prize money, lift­
off at 7am daily from Rancho San Rafael Park, 
concessions, entertainment, 788-3025 
World's Toughest Triathlon, 8, includes 2.4-
mile swim in Lake Taho from Tahoe Keys; 
l20-mile bicycle ride from South Lake Tahoe 
to Gardnerville, Markleeville, and Harrah's 
at Stateline; and a 26.2-mile run from Harrah's 
to Spooner Summit and back; $50,000 purse, 
team and individual competitions, 7:30am, 
S. Lake Tahoe, 588-6611 
Donner Trophy Regatta, 8, Hobie Fleet 203, 
Donner Lake, 322-4853 
Spaghetti Dinner and Dance, 8, Fish Springs 
Firehouse, 782-3118 
Virginia City Camel Races, 8-9, kick-off on 
Fri. with 1860s Costume Ball at old V & T 
depot 6pm; on Sat. races begin 9am; Sun. 
9am races, grand champion crowned 4pm, 
Virginia City, 847-0311 
Reno National Championship Air Races, 
13-16; with more than $300,000 in prize 
money, the races feature four classes of 
pylon racing, skydiving, stunt flying, and 
demonstrations by the Snowbirds and 
Thunderbirds. Gates open at 7am, opening 
ceremonies start at 10:30am. All events take 
place at Stead Air Field, 10 miles north of 
Reno; 826-7500 
"Barefoot in the Park," 13-16, Neil Simon 
comedy, 7:30pm on Thurs., 8pm Fri.-Sat., 
2pm Sun., Reno Little Theater, 329-0661 
UNR v. Texas A&I, 15, football, 1 pm, Mackay 
Stadium, UNR, 784-4697 
Ferrari Hill Climb, 15-16, racing from Silver 
City to Virginia City, 847-0311 
100-Mile Horse Endurance Race, 15-16, Vir­
ginia City, 847-0311 
Nevada State Pistol Championships, 15-16, 
Shooting Park, Carson City, 246-3187 
California Reined Cow Horse Assn. World 
Championship Snaffle Bit Futurity, 15-23, 
more than $300,000 prize money, Conven­
tion Center, Reno, 785-4800 
High Power Silhouette Rifle Shoot, 16, Palo­
mino Valley Gun Club, 323-3950 
Fort Churchill Celebration, 16, commem-
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orating the fort's active years, 1860-1869. 
Nevada Civil War Volunteers stage mock 
battl es, demonstrations, cannon firing, 
10am-4pm, Fort Churchill Historic State 
Monument, near Silver Springs, 867-3001 
St. Mary's in the Mountains Restoration 
Celebration, 16; after many years church 
fixtures have been returned from local mu­
seums. At 3pm parade starts from Fourth 
Ward School, goes through Virginia City and 
then to the church; at 4pm is a Virginia City 
Municipal Band concert; 5pm organ recitals, 
hymns, and songs; 6pm Mass sung in Latin; 
and 7pm champagne reception in basement; 
the 7:30-8pm banquet at Delta Saloon is by 
reservation, Virginia City, 847-0663 
Concert, 16, violinist Aaron Rosand, 2pm, 
Piper's Opera House, Virginia City, 847-
0433 
Yes, 20, rock concert, $12.50 and $15 tickets, 
Lawlor Events Center, 784-4659 
"Barefoot in the Park," 20-23, Neil Simon 
comedy, 8:30pm Thurs.-Sat., 2pm Sun., Reno 
little Theater, 329-0661 
Snaffle Bit Futurity Select Yearling and Brood 
Mare Sale, 21, 6pm, John Ascuaga's Nugget, 
Sparks, 356-3438 
Art Show, 21-10/ 17, sculptures by Diane 
Katsiaficas and new works by Roger Graf 
and Marc Yamagata, Church Fine Arts Build­
ing, UNR, 784-6682 
Statehood Exhibit, 21-8/ 31/85, features pio­
neers, territorial government, and the events 
leading to Nevada's statehood in 1864, State 
Museum, Carson City, 885-4810 
Hawthorne's Victorian Fair, 22-23, medicine 
sideshow with snake lady, antique show and 
sale, melodrama and forensic competition, 
bands, hootenanny and barn dance, old­
timer's sourdough breakfast, old-fashioned 
kid's games, Victorian c9stume croquet tour­
nament, political candidates forum, pet show 
and parade, ice cream social, wine and cheese 
tasting, with all activities based around the 

WEST 

Nevada's 
events, shows 

-NORTH 

and celebrations are 
listed by region as a 
speedy reference for 
weekend trips and vacations. 
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FAIR DEAL FOR LAMB CHOP 
Memories will be rekindled when Shari 
Lewis appears with the wise-cracking 
puppet, Lamb Chop (remember him?), 
and the aging kangaroo, Mister Person, at 
the Nevada State Fair September 5-9. The 
fairgrounds in Reno will be jumping with 
activity with the state championship de­
struction derby, carnival, midway, come­
dians, magicians, and musicians to enter­
tain you. Admission to the fair is cheap­
$4 for adults; $2 for the disabled and 
children ages 6 to 12; under 5 are free. 

Centennial Courthouse and Community 
Recreation Center, Hawthorne, 945-2472 
Great High Sierra Chili Cook-Off, 22-23, 
cash prizes, music by the Legendary Star­
dust Cowboy , on Sat. 8am-6pm, on Sun. 
10am-4pm, winner goes to the world chili 
championship Oct. 21 in Rosamond, CA., 
Del Webb's High Sierra, Stateline, 882-1777 
"The Legend of Julia Bulette," 22-23, musi­
cal, 8pm Sat., 3pm Sun., Kash Productions, 
Space Theatre, 120 Hubbard Way (near the 
Peppermill Inn) , 827-5002 
High Power Rifle Tournament, 23, Shooting 
Park, Carson City, 246-3187 
Nevada Hot Rod Pickup Pull, 28-29, trucks 
pull against a weighted sled for distance, 
Lawlor Events Center, 784-4659 

WORLD'S TOUGHEST FEAT 
You dive into the chilling waters of Lake 
Tahoe and swim as fast as you can for 2.2 
miles. Then you jump on a bicycle and 
pump your heart out in a 120-mile loop 
over three Sierra summits. After that, you 
run from Harrah's Tahoe to the top of 
Spooner Summit, through the wooded 
crests of the Sierra to Kingsbury Grade, 
and back to Stateline in a 26.2-mile loop. 
If you do that, you're probably super­
human and an entrant in the second 
annual World's Toughest Triathlon on 
September 8. The $50,000 purse is ex­
pected to draw hundreds of world-class 
athletes, major TV networks, and thou­
sands of spectators. 

UNR v. Northern Arizona, 29, football, 1 pm, 
Mackay Stadium, 784-4697 
World's 7th International Whistle-Off, 29-
30, whistlers compete in classical, novelty, 
country, and other categories, 9am, Mills Park, 
Carson City, 882-1565 
Genoa Candy Dance and Crafts Fair, 29-30, 
arts and crafts, with 500 pounds of candy and 
cookies on sale, barbecue; opens lOam at 
Mormon Station State Park; dance Sat. even­
ing at Genoa Town Hall, 782-2518 

October 
Art Exhibit, 1-11/ 2, abstract paintings by 
Janet Crennin, Manville Gallery, UNR, 784-
6001 
"The Passion of Dracula," 5-6, thriller, 8pm, 
Nevada Repertory Company, Church Fine 
Arts Theatre, UNR, 784-6505 
UNR v. Idaho, 6, football, 1pm, Mackay 
Stadium, 784-4697 
Comstock Photographers Show, 6-7, Gold 
Hill Hotel, 847-0111 
Nevada State Dirt Track Championship 
Races, 6, full-sized California sprint, jallopies, 
and superstocks, Lovelock Speedway, 273-
7213 
Pistol 1800 Tournament, 7, Shooting Park, 
Carson City, 246-3187 
High Power Silhouette or Hunting Rifle 
Shoot, 7, Palomino Valley Gun Club, 323-
3950 
Fun Day, 7, horseshoes, trap shoot, cutting 
horse contest, gymkhana, barbecue, 7am 
until dusk, Wellington, 465-2213 
"Othello," 11, 8pm, Nevada Opera Assn., 
Pioneer Theater, 786-4046 
Sensational Scarecrow Contest, 12, life-size 
scarecrows designed by students, Jessie Beck 
Elementary School, 826-0207 
"The Passion of Dracula," 12-14, thriller, 
Sat. 8pm, Sun. 2pm, Nevada Repertory 
Company, Church Fine Arts Theatre, UNR, 
784-6505 
Artists of the Comstock Exhibition, 12-19, 
work by local painters and sculptors, Ele­
mentary School, Virginia City, 847-0705 
VFD Octoberfest, 13, Johnson Lane Fire­
house, Carson Valley 782-2172 
Art Show and Sale, 13-14, ceramics by Bobbie 
Beverstock, sculptures and paintings by 
Martha and Larry Austin, noon-5pm, free, 
Hazen Bar on U.s. 50-A in Hazen, 867-3066 
Doll and Miniature Show and Sale, 13-14, 
Convention Center, 345-0577 
Italian Festival, 14, celebration of Columbus 
Day (October 8) with week of Italian buf­
fets; on 14th a grape stomp, pasta booths, 
wine tasting, music, outdoors at the Eldo­
rado Hotel, 786-5700 
International Arts Festival, 18-21, Park Lane 
Mall, 747-6392 
Art Show, 19-11/7, works by Mick Sheldon 
and Jon Dewey, Sheppard Gallery, UNR, 
784-6682 
Ladies Invitational Seven Card Stud Tour­
nament, 20-21 , Hyatt Lake Tahoe, 831-1111 
ext. 5409 
Shooting Championships, 21 , Palomino 
Valley Gun Club, 323-3950 
Historical Church Tour, 21, tour visits First 
Church of Christ Scientist, First United 



Methodist Church, Lutheran Church of the 
Good Shepherd, St. Thomas Aquinas Ca­
thedral, and the Trinity Episcopal Church; 
guides will be at each building, all near the 
Truckee River in central Reno, 1-4pm, 
Washoe Heritage Council, 849-1438 
Harvest Farm Sale and Auction, 21, auction 
of collectibles, farm antiques and produce, 
sale of homemade food and crafts, face 
painting, live music by Yerington's Jacks & 
Jennys, lOam, Smith Valley Community Hall, 
Wellington, 465-2304 
Art Exhibit, 21-11/ 30, featuring William Keith 
and mixed media works by Deborah Cofer, 
Sierra Nevada Museum of Art, 329-3333 
Concert, 23, Aaron Copland's "Appalachian 
Spring," 8:15pm, Reno Philharmonic Assn., 
Pioneer Theater, 329-1324 
Antique Show, 25-28, State Fairgrounds, 
785-4306 
"True West," 26-28, comedy by Sam Shep­
ard, 8:30pm Fri.-Sat., 2pm Sun., Reno Little 
Theater, 329-0661 
Remember When '50s Dance, 27, live band 
plus records, dance contest, '50s dress con­
test, car parade, 7pm; Community Center, 
Carson City, 246-3273 
Nevada Day 1864 Grand Ball, 27, Ormsby 
House, Carson City, 882-1890 
Big Bore Metallic Silhouette Match, 28, Reno 
Silhouette Assn., 849-1188 
Reno Philharmonic Concert, 30, 8:15pm, 
Pioneer Theater, 329-1324 
Nevada Day Boxing Festival, 30, 7pm, Com­
munity Center, Carson City, 887-2291 
Nevada Day Celebration, 31, 7am pancake 
breakfast, 9am Nevada State Championship 
Bed Races, Admission Day parade followed 
by firemen's water fights, beard judging, es­
say awards, luncheon at Methodist Church, 
plus the World Championship Rock Drill­
ing Contest at noon, Carson City, 882-2600 
Nevada Day Exhibit, 31-11/16, area artists' 
work, Brewery Arts Center, Carson City, 
882-9723 

Coming Attractions 
November 
Caesars Palace Grand Prix, 8-11, Las Vegas, 
731-7110 
Jack Straus World Match Play Poker Cham­
pionships, 27-12/14, Las Vegas, 734-0110 

December 
Carson City International Pro Rally 500,8-9, 
883-8388 
Nevada Championship Chili Cook-Off, 8-9, 
Las Vegas, 734-0410 
Frontier 250, 14-16, Las Vegas, 734-0110 
Parade of Lights, 15, Las Vegas Boat Harbor, 
Lake Mead, 565-9111 

A Reminder: to confirm dates and times, use 
the phone numbers listed with each event. 
For out-of-state callers, the area code is 702 
throughout Nevada. For toll-free phone num­
bers, call 1-800-555-1212. 0 
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Peppermlll'l Weltern Village offerl 48 
acrel of fun and excitement, a superb 24-hour 
reltaurant, full Nevada call no, live country-weltern 
entertainment, mUllc and dancing. 

Each of the 152 guelt rooml In our new hotel addition 
hal two queen-Ilze bed I, latellite color T. V. and private 
Iwlmmlng pool and Jacuzzi. 

We offer golf, tennll, horleback riding, trail rldel, and 
cookoutl for thole who like outdoor actlvltlel. We allo 
have weekly team roping eventl In our rodeo arena. 

SUNDAY Ihrv THURSDAY 
frldap' "Iurdep _ 110.00 ... r ....... n Single Occupancy Peckage 158.00 

lJM:AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAMAMAAIIIII 

For Further Information & Reservations 
702/346-5232 

l'e""er ••• ill'M 
Call Toll Free within 
the We.tern Region 
1-800-621-0187 

WISTIII VILLIGI P.o. Box 360 
Mesquite, Nevada 89024 



Roadside Attractions 
Colorful fall explorations 
that will take you from 
Colorado River gorges to 
1l,OOO-foot-high vistas. 

Spring into Fall 
Just 44 miles northwest of Las Vegas, the 
Spring Mountains rise to summits higher 
than 11,000 feet, and marked trails within 
this part of the Toiyabe National Forest 
offer startling scenery changes, from 
Joshua trees and cacti to ancient Bristle­
cone pines. In fall, the many canyons 
glitter with the yellow radiance of quaking 
aspens against a green pine sea. 

Two highways lead into the range from 
U.S. 95. State Route 157 enters at Kyle 
Canyon, and SR 156 at Lee Canyon. If 
you're looking for a fall-color hike, the 
Kyle route is best. 

At Cathedral Rock Picnic Area you can 
choose between a leisurely stroll or an 
overnight hike. The stroll is a two-mile 
roundtrip from the picnic area (7,000 feet) 
to the top of Cathedral Rock (8,600 feet) 
and back again. The overnighter is a nine­
mile one-way trek to the top of Mount 
Charleston, which at 11,918 feet is Ne­
vada's third highest mountain. 

For more information contact the U.s. 
Forest Service's district office at 300 Las 
Vegas Boulevard South, Federal Building 
Room 215, Las Vegas, NY 89101 (phone 
702-388-6255) . Or stop by the ranger 
station on the Kyle Canyon road. 

Colorado River Rafting 
This river trip has no rapids, no sharks, no 
danger-just a pleasant three-hour float 
on a monstrous rubber raft that offers a 
perspective of Hoover Dam and the Colo­
rado River you'll never forget. Black Can­
yon, Inc. transports raft voyagers from the 
Gold Strike Inn just west of Hoover Dam 
and down the dam's original construction 
road (closed to the public) to its base. 
There you set off, drifting 11 miles down­
river, past waterfalls, waterfowl, hot 
springs, and an occasional bighorn sheep. 
At Willow Beach on Lake Mohave, you're 
picked up and returned to the Gold Strike. 

One thing you won't see are water­
skiers or swimmers. The water flowing 
out of the dam is a chilling 52 degrees 
year-round, and the National Park Service 
has little problem enforcin g its safety rule 
of no swimming or skiing. The ban is lifted 
where Lake Mohave warms up a little-21 
miles downstream at the Chalk Cliffs. 

The cost to rafters is $44.95 and $25 for 
kids under 12. It's best to make reserva-

Colorado River voyagers begin their II -mile downriver run from the base of Hoover Dam. 

tions at least a day in advance by calling 
Black Canyon, Inc. at 702-384-1234. 

An Elko Diversion 
If you're traveling the interstate near Elko 
this fall, plan a picnic or leg-stretcher at 
Lamoille Canyon in the Ruby Mountains. 
From 1-80 at Elko, turn south on SR 227 
Twenty-five miles down the road is the 
picturesque ranch town of Lamoille at the 
foot of the towering Rubies. 

The road up the canyon branches south 
from town and winds for 15 miles between 
the glacier-carved cliffs that cradle a lush 
alpine valley. In fall, cottonwoods and 
aspens shimmer like sunlight amid the 
towering pines and granite spires. 

The first picnic area, Powerhouse, is at 
the canyon's entrance. There, co tton­
woods are the main fall attraction. A 
couple of miles further up is the Thomas 
Canyon Campground, with 40 overnight 
campsites tucked among the aspens. 

Further up the road, at 8,400 feet, are 
the Terraces, where the quakies shimmer. 
This spot is for day use only, and you'll 

need to bring your own water. Also, a 
turnaround at road's end offers some 
magnificent panoramas of the canyons, 
the color, and ranches in the valley below. 

Pre-Historic Store-All 
The state's best-known 4,000-year-old cel­
lar is Hidden Cave near Fallon. The cave, 
discovered in the 1920s by kids, was used 
primarily for storage by early man during 
two periods, about 1800 B.C. and 1600 
B.C. Over the years archaeologists have 
unearthed more than 2,500 artifacts, in­
cluding arrowheads, fish nets, baskets, 
beads, and even Pacific coast seashells. 

To tour the cave, you can meet at the 
Churchill County Museum at 1050 South 
Maine Street in Fallon at 10 a.m. on the 
second and fourth Saturdays of each 
month. The museum also has a brochure 
for a self-guided tour of petroglyphs near 
the cave that were made 2,000 to 7,000 
years ago. For more information call the 
museum at 702-423-3677 or the Bureau of 
Land Management in Carson City at 882-
5263. 0 

The cool Spring Mountains northwest of Vegas give hikers a chance to spread their wings. 
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WHY 
lDOK 

fuRTHER? 

Steaks • Lobster. Ribs 
Lamb • Banquets. Drinks 

Prime Rib 

849-1500 

Halfway between Carson and Reno 
555 Highway 395 South, Washoe Valley 

EXCELLENT 
FAMILY STYLE 

BASQUE 
RESTAURANT 
STAR * HOTEL 

Dining Room 

European Style Food 
Specializing in 

our Famous Steaks 

ELKO, NEVADA 
ON THE CORNER 

OF 3rd AND SILVER 
(702) 738-9925 

ROOMS RENTED 

Dinner 5-9:30, Closed Sunday 
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Sagebrush 
Gourmet 
"A diner's guide to the Silver State:' 

Following is a selective guide to reader-approved 
Nevada restaurants whose advertisements ap­
pear in this section. Besides descrip tions of menu 
and atmosphere, the listings include prices, hours 
and other details for your convenience. If you have 
any comments on the establishments listed, drop 
us a line at Nevada Magazine, Sagebrush Gour­
met, Capitol Complex, Carson City, NV 89710. 

CATTLEMEN'S 
Hwy. 395, Washoe Valley 
Between Reno and Carson City. 849-1500 
A ranch-style restaurant, the cozy Cattlemen's 
offers excellent meals at a moderate price. The 
special sirloin steak dinner is a popular and good 
buy. Currently $6.45, this dinner includes a baked 
potato, salad, bread, ranch-style beans, sirloin 
steak and a glass of wine. Other entrees range 
from a simple hamburger steak to a filet mignon 
and lobster. The Alaska king crab is delicious! 
Open seven days a week for dinner from 5 p.m. No 
reservations. AE, MC, VISA. 

COMSTOCK HOTEL & CASt NO 
Second and West Street 
Reno. 329-1880 
Home of the famous One-Pound New York Steak 
Dinner for only $5.99. The Comstock's popular 24-
hour Miner's Cafe also features a complete 
breakfast, lunch, and dinner menu. Enjoy gourmet 
dining at reasonable prices, served in an intimate 
and relaxed atmosphere in the new Comstock 
Dinner House. Reservations accepted. Full course 
dinners complete with wine at one low price of 
$6.99 in the Specialty Room Restaurant. Every 
fine meal tastefully prepared to your order. Valet 
parking available. The Comstock Hotel and Casino, 
"Where the Old West comes alive every day in 
Downtown Reno." AE , MC, VISA. 

LOUIS' BASQUE CORNER 
301 E. 4th Street 
Reno. 323-7203 
Louis' restaurant offers a warm, unhurried atmos­
phere that hints of yesterday. Master chefs pre-

om!!t1t 
DOWNTOWN RENO 

FDr 'laiD Dr 

Whelher iI's a quick sandwich or salad lor lunch 
or Ihallale nigh I snack, Ihis old lime deli is 

Ihe place lor you . Nexllo Piper 's Show Siage. 

Home of Reno 's "Famous One·Pound New York Sleak" 
dinner, Ihis popular 24·hour reslauranl also 

lealures a complele breaklasl, lunch and dinner menu . 
No reservalions necessary. 

Vittlls!~ 
£SP~CIALTT noou"1 I [I 
l. n~STAVnAHT ~ 

Full course dinners com pie Ie wilh wine alone low price 
of S6.99. Tasly chicken, pork and beel enlrees 

daily. Sil·down champagne brunch every 
No reservalions necessary. 

Gourmel meals reasonably priced and served in a relaxed , 
inlimale almosphere reminiscenl of 1880s charm. 

Prime rib, Veal Oscar and broiled salmon sleak are jusl 
a lew of Ihe speciallies. Reservalions accepled. 



pare genuine Basque cuisine such as Tripes 
Callos, Poulet a la Basquaise, Paella, Boeuf 
Bourguignon, and entrees including Coq au Vin 
(chicken in red wine sauce). Lapin Chasseur 
(hunter's rabbit) , and Ris de Veau (sweetbreads) as 
well as many other delicious French and Spanish 
Basque dishes all served family style with compli­
mentary wine. You can enjoy a famous picon 
punch, cafe royal or perhaps an Izarra. Basque 
culture is reflected in the pottery, artifacts and 
pictures from the Pyrenees which grace the walls 
of the two traditional dining rooms. Louis and 
Lorraine Erreguible host many special dinners 
and parties in this authentic Basque restaurant. 
Ample free parking. Lunch: Mon.-Fri., 11 :30-1 :30; 
Dinner nightly at 6 p.m. All major credit cards 
accepted. 

MARTIN HOTEL 
Railroad & Melarkey Streets 
Winnemucca, NV. 623-3197 
"We ate here'" Delicious Basque and American 
food at the famous Martin Hotel. Founded in the 
late 1800s, the Martin retains its old Basque hotel 
traditions and a comfortable bar. Lunch 11 :30-
2:00 (menu). Dinner 6:00-10:00 (no menu). Fixed 
fare includes steak, side dish (clams & rice, oxtail 
or tongue). Prime rib or steak Saturday only. 

LOUIS & LORRAINE ERREGUIBLE 'S 

!W!r 

REAL 
BASQUE 
REVELRY 

AUTHENTIC BASQUE FOODS 
SERVED FAMILY STYLE 

LUNCHEON 1130-1 -30 • OINNER FROM 6 PM 

PRIVATE DINING ROOM FOR SPECIAL PARTIES 

Honoring 
AMERICAN EXPRESS • VISA 

MASTERCARD • CARTE BLANCHE 

PHONE 323-7203 
301 EAST FOURTH STREET 

FREE PARKING JUST 3 BLOCKS FRO M CASINOS 

" RENO'S MOST UNIQUE 
DINING EXPERIENCE" 

Basque fare and wine, $10.00-$12.00. Seating 
family style. No reservations. Closed all major 
holidays. MC, VISA. Rooms available. 

STAR HOTEL 
245 Silver (at Third) 
Elko. 738-9925 
Built in 1909 as a boardinghouse for Basque 
sheepherders and ranchers, today the Star Hotel 
still houses sheepherders. But now it also offers an 
extraordinary family-style restaurant specializing 
in hearty meals, European style. Joe and Anita 
Sarasua offer entrees including steak, seafood, 
chicken, oxtails, and roasted bits of lamb pre­
pared with onion and red pimientos. Try a picon 
punch and the Friday chef's special of lobster, 
bacalao or rice and clams (in season). Dinner 
includes an ample supply of soup, salad, entree, 

vegetables, beans, spaghetti and french fries fol­
lowed by ice cream or sherbet. Fine and plentiful 
fare. Dinners only: 5-9 p.m. Closed Sundays. No 
reservations. No credit cards. 

VERDI INN 
Second and Bridge Streets 
Verdi. 345-0288 
The famous old Verdi Inn, owned and operated by 
the Engel family for the past 22 years, is situated in 
Verdi , Nevada, eight miles west of Reno, and has 
an antique bar 120 years old. The Inn is a dinner 
house with a Gay '90s atmosphere and serves 
such delicacies as frog legs, Coquille Sl. Jacques, 
prime rib, lamb, and steaks, just to name a few. 
Open seven days a week; Sun.-Thurs.5:30-1 0 p.m., 
Fri.-Sat. 5:30-11 p.m. AE, Diners, MC, VISA. Reser­
vations accepted. 0 

~~aa[JJJ) 
100 YEAR OLD 
HISTORIC BAR 

AUTHENTIC 
EARL Y AMERICAN 

HOSPIT ALITY & 
ATMOSPHERE 

GOURMET DINNERS 
STEAKS • SEAFOOD· PRIME RIB 

U1Jt fs wnrtlt t1Jt briutyH 
8 miles west of Reno - Hwy 80 to the Verdi turnoff 

Amer jcan Express ,~~~~ 
Mastercharge, Visa ~ l) l) 
and Diner 's Club. 
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"We Ate Here" 

Famous Martin Hotel 
"A Truly Delightful Experience" 

Since the turn of the century the old Martin Hotel has served 
Basque and American Dinners to boarders and guests. 

Served family style. 7 days. No menu. 
Traditional bell rings starting dinners at 6:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m. 

Bar opens at 10:00 a.m. 'til midnight. 
Lunch served (Menu) Mon.-Sat. , 11 :30 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Located in the Hub of Northern Nevada 
Railroad & Melarkey Streets 
Winnemucca, Nevada 89445 

Your Host & Owner "Frenchy" Fouchet - (702) 623-3197 
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, cle 
o all outward appearances, it is a 
day like any other in Austin. Along 
the winding main street, tourists 

trace the historic steps of sack carrier 
Reuel Gridley from his store at the upper 
end of town to the International Hotel at 

. the bottom, stopping here and there to 
inspect what remains of Austin's fading 
business district. A few pause to read the 
historic plaque affixed to the former 
Lander County Courthouse, from the bal­
cony of which at least one unfortunate 
felon came to the end of his rope. 

Lynchings no longer take place in 
Nevada, but that's not to say every dispute 
of the frontier is settled and all grudges 
disposed of. Inside the 1869 vintage court­
house, for example, a group of Western 
Shoshone tribal chieftains are gathered to 
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Carrie, left, and Mary Dann; their spring overlooks old Shoshone lands. 

When the feds offered the Western Shoshones of Nevada 
$26 million, they said keep the money - we want the land. 

By Richard Menzies 

a 

The Dann 
case involves 
millions of acres 
of old Shoshone territory. 

Dannl 
discuss a grievance as old as the building 
itself. At issue are roughly 16 million acres 
of Nevada real estate worth billions of 
dollars. And what the Indians are saying, 
in no uncertain terms, is that they own it. 

"What you are seeing," explains Tom 
Luebben, an Albuquerque lawyer and 
legal counsel for the Shoshone National 
Council, "is a replay of Wounded Knee, 
1980s style." 

The main differences are that the 
Western Shoshone uprising is a nonvio­
lent one, and in this instance the Indians 
aren't asking the United States to give 
back their land. Rather, they say that the 
United States never obtained legal title to 
it in the first place. 

The case of native Americans vs. immi­
grant Americans has, of course, been 



brewing ever since the Pilgrims first set 
foot on Plymouth Rock. Since bloody 
frontier days, however, such disputes have 
been rare in Nevada, thanks in part to the 
scarcity of Indians and the abundance of 
acreage per capita. But tempers have been 
heating up lately, largely because of a 
difference of opinion between two Sho­
shone sisters, Mary and Carrie Dann, and 
the Department of the Interior. 

The Danns live with about a dozen 
relatives on an isolated Crescent Valley 
homestead located on Hand-Me-Down 
Creek at the foot of the Cortez Mountains. 
Except for the distant throb of a diesel­
powered generator, the place reposes in a 
kind of prehistoric silence. Antique farm 
machines rust in peace under the open 
sky; a motley flock of chickens wander 
among the jumble of tumbledown shacks, 
outbuildings, and house trailers shaded 
by immense cottonwoods. Beyond the 
corrals, 800 or so head of cattle and an 
indeterminate number of horses feed on 
rangeland so marginal, says one Interior 
official, "The cows have to graze at 40 mph 
just to get enough to eat." 

The trouble started one day back in 
1973. Mary Dann was out chasing her 
cattle when an agent from the Bureau of 
Land Management caught up with her 
and informed her she was in violation of 
the Taylor Grazing Act, which calls for 
permits and fees to graze livestock on 
public land. Mary, who had never heard of 
the act, was accused of trespassing. 

"No, I'm not," she answered. "This is 
our land. If there's anyone we might be 
trespassing against, it'd be the Paiutes." 

The ranger advised the Danns to tell 
their story to the BLM advisory board. 
When they refused, they were served with 
a summons and subsequently found guilty 
of unlawful trespass in a Reno district 
court. 

But the Danns weren't about to give up. 
Neither was their attorney, John O'Connell 
of Salt Lake City, who says that by firing 
the first shot the government opened a 
Pandora's box of legal questions for which 
it has no ready answers. Although better 
known as a criminal defense attorney, 
O'Connell was intrigued with the audacity 
of the Danns' claim and the mouse-that­
roared aspect of the case. O'Connell de­
cided to appeal the ruling to the U.S. 
Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals in San 
Francisco, and to the astonishment of 
almost everyone, in 1978 the higher court 
overturned the trespass judgment, and 
ruled again last year that it was by no 
means obvious the United States holds 
clear title to the land. 

O'Connell's exhibit number ODe is the 
Treaty of Ruby Valley, signed into law by 
President Ulysses S. Grant way back in 
1869. Under the terms of the treaty, Sho­
shone Chief Teomoak promised to grant 
safe passage to immigrant wagon trains 

~~!:=~~~@~ 
" Located midway between Las Vegas and Reno in the historic ~ m'",", "mp ,," ,oop,", '''' ''"''," H,,"", Y'"' mod.m, '"" • 

service, 24 hr. Nevada resort featuring complete luxury 
accommodations at reasonable prices. Plan to make the Station 

House your Central Nevada headquarters." 



Tuxon Electric 
Nev. Contr. Lic. '16195 

Calif. Contr. Lic. '449947 

Striving To Serve All of Your Electrical Needs 
Michael R. Tuxon 

Owner 

905 Tuxon Way . Reno, NV 89511 • (702) 852-1757 

72 NEVADA SepVOct 84 

and to allow whites to pursue mining and 
ranching activities in Central Nevada with­
out risk of losing their scalps. In exchange 
for this kindness, the government agreed 
to pay Teomoak and his people $100,000. 
According to O'Connell, the document 
was solely a peace treaty and in no way 
constituted a transfer of land ownership. 
The Western Shoshone neither sold out 
nor were they conquered, he argues, and 
since they've occupied their homeland 
continuously, they retain their aboriginal 
claim to it. 

In the years since the treaty was signed, 
however, white settlers have come to out­
number the Indians, whose ancestral lands 
are now variously administered by the 
BLM, the U.S. Forest Service, and the 
military. Many of Chief Teomoak's descen­
dants have forsaken hunting and gather­
ing for jobs in the city; others live on 
scattered reservations or are clustered in 
so-called "colonies." But to the traditional 
Western Shoshone way of thinking, it's 
the whites or "Europeans" who are the 
colonists. "They're squatting on our land," 
declares tribal council chairman Jerry 
Millett. 

Inspired by the Danns' last stand, the 
scattered Shoshones have become in­
creasingly organized and vocal in assert­
ing their claim. Recently a group of Sho­
shone ranchers in Elko County vowed to 
stop paying their grazing fees as well. 

A major stumbling block in the Sho­
shone strategy to assert their land 
claim is an action filed with the 

Indian Claims Commission in 1951 by a 
Washington law firm on behalf of the Teo­
moak council. The argument was that 
Shoshone ancestral lands had been taken 
over by conquering whites in 1872. After 
years of deliberation, in 1979 the ICC 
agreed to pay the Indians a $26 million 
settlement, based on 1872 land values and 
other considerations. 

But in the wake of the Dann case ruling, 
the Indians have changed their plea. Older 
Indians are now saying that the settlement 
wasn't backed by a consensus of Sho­
shones, who traditionally vote "no" by not 
voting at all . Former tribal council chair­
man Raymond Yowell says he and others 
were misled into believing the Shoshone 
land title was clearly extinguished, and 
that the Indians had no chance of getting it 
back. The Shoshone council told the 
government to keep the money; they 
wanted land instead. 

Referring to the Washington lawyers, 
Carrie Dann says, "Those men got paid 
over $2 million. For what? For destroying 
our rights." 

Carrie says the $26 million, which has 
grown to nearly $40 million while sitting in 
trust, is "peanuts" for land worth billions. 
Also, selling land is contrary to Shoshone 

(Continued on page 74) 



Lens 
The Yellow Leaf Road 

When Nevada sheds her summer gown of 
greenery each fall, she does so with all the 
blushing modesty of a dance hall stripper 
on Saturday night. The yellow, gold, and 
magenta leaves of aspens, cottonwoods, 
poplars, and locusts do a bawdy shimmy 
for each passing breeze before dancing off 
in lilting pirouettes to their final rendez­
vous on an earthen bed. 

Harvest sunsets and sunrises, tinted 
with red, purple, crimson, and blue, lend a backdrop to this carnival of color. The 
show is so enchanting that passing clouds applaud with claps of thunder. 

At top, Tom Puckett attends a September matinee in an aspen grove on Success 
Summit near Ely. At left, Ed Opsitos joins an attentive audience of autumn grass to 
watch the curtain rise over Sunrise Mountain in las Vegas Valley .-Jim Crandall 
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DANN BAND (Continued from page 72) 

thinking, and her own religious belief. 
"From the time we were small to the 

time we were young adults, our grand­
mother taught us these things. She told us 
that this land is your mother. She said, 
'When you're a baby, you feed on the 
breast of a human mother. When you 
wean yourself from the breast of this 
human mother, you turn to your earthly 
mother: And that is what the United 
States is trying to rip us off of, is that 
earthly mother-that very mother earth 
upon which all things we need to sustain 
our life grows on." 

For the time being, the $26 million 
award languishes in escrow, waiting for 
someone to claim it. The government has 
filed an appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court, 
arguing that whether the Shoshones ac­
cept the money or not, the land has been 
bought and paid for. 

For the Shoshones to gain clear title 
would take nothing less than an act of 
Congress, but lawyer O'Connell main­
tains, "This one's easy to fix. We can effect 
a settlement here without moving any­
body." The Indians say they have no 
intention of kicking anyone out of Nevada. 
Life would go on as usual, except that 
miners and ranchers would pay taxes to 
the Shoshones instead of the U.S. govern­
ment, and the BLM would have to paint 
over their official seals. 

However the Supreme Court or Con­
gress decides the issue, it's unlikely the 
Dann sisters will change their stand. 
Widely acclaimed in feminist circles, Mary 
and Carrie have been featured in Ms. 
magazine and last year received a national 
Wonder Woman Award from Warner 
Communications in the "taking risks" 
category. In part, the nomination read, 
"The courageous stand taken by the Dann 
sisters will ensure that their people will 
have a future for many generations." The 
award ceremony was held in New York 
City, but the Danns celebrated the occa­
sion at home in Crescent Valley. 

While controversy swirls all about 
them, the Danns spend their days tend­
ing their cattle or attending meetings of 
the Western Shoshone Sacred lands Asso­
ciation. At the end of a hard day they drive 
a mile or so to a nearby hot spring to do 
their laundry and soak away their troubles 
in a naturally heated hot tub. Recently 
they were dismayed to find the Chevron 
Oil Company had posted their open-air 
bath as a potential geothermal energy site. 

"Why do they have to hassle us all the 
time?" complains Mary, somewhat wearily. 
"Why don't they leave us alone? Let us 
live in peace, the way we always have." 0 

Richard Menzies, the well-known Salt Lake 
City writer, has logged several thousand miles 
following the case of the Dann band during the 
last few years. 



compare! 
After you've seen the others, you'll want to own a New England Log Home. 

The NELHI Advantage: 

• pre-cut -to-fit log package from wall 
logs to rafters - no on-site cutting 

• solid pre-cut log gable end 
• more than 40 models with countless 

options and three log styles 
• complete custom design capability 
• extra saving by building your own 

New England Log Home (priced 
from $ 11 ,000) 

• free on-site technical ass istance 
from full -time fac tory-tra ined 
NELHI dealer 

• detailed blueprints, plus compli ance 
certi fications from all three national 
code agencies 

Call TOLL FREE or write 
today for the name and 
address of your local NELHI 
dealer. 

New England Log Homes 
the Choice in Log Homes (SM) 

• energy efficiency and fire safety 
performance documentation 

• insect fumigation with afeguard 
guarantee 

• manufac turer 's warranty on log 
package and all component parts 

• TotalSeal @l weather-tight sealing 
system with manufac turer·s 
guarantee 

• permanent financing eligibility from 
major mortgage lending institutions 
and government agencies. 

NOW OPEN-
Marysville, California plant! 

NIWEN6LAND 
LOI 

W •• t.rn Reglona' 
1260Qu Furneaux ROld 

~~~~~k~3~~"orn l' 95901 AUTHENTIC LOG HOMES 
gutllde California TOLL FREE 1--800·243-3551 
Manufacturing tecilltl .. ln Gr •• t Blrrlngton, U .... chu .. tt. ; 
Llwrencevllla, Virg inia; HOUlton, MI •• ourl and 
MlrylVIllI, Californ ia. 

Dcar NELHI : 0 Please send me )our Free Color Brochu re . o PIC3\C ~nd me ___ full-color. detailed Plann il'E K it(~). 
($6.00 each). conlainin!l noor plans: interior/ex terior photo\; 
tra nspon ation. pricing and assembly inrormation. J am enclosing a 
check for S 

8,11 my <red" ",<1 0 VISA 0 MASTERCARO 

C«d" C"d No I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 

Card Mem~r 
Slgnalurt _______________ _ 

P\ease Pnm NAME ______________________________ ___ 

ADDRESS ____________________________ ___ 

CITY ________________________________ __ 

STATE _________ -LZIP _____ _ 

L... __________________ ' ;.;.;.;..;.:.,;;,NE;,;L;.,H;..I ___________ ...... ________________ _ 
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Travel Guide 
BOULDER CITY 

Visit Historic 
Boulder City 

Home of Hoover Dam & Lak e Mead 

Art Galleries • Cultural Events 

Golf • Camping 

Water Sports • Parks 

fnlBoulder I[][J 
[JICity II Nevada I 

For more information contact 

Boulder City Chamber of Commerce 

1497 Nevada Highway 

Boulder City, Nevada 89005 

(702) 293- 2034 

LOVELOCK 

COME TO 

LOVELOCK 
KOA 

For a FUll W('('k('nd or Davs orr. 
Walk to casino. had(, t·re('s. 
swimming pool. dC'li. ,((am(' 

room. mini ,((olf. carby,((hoSI 
town . Campop('n 24 hrs.adav. 
Enjoy Mom do('sn 't hav(, 10 
('Ook Things for kid 10 do. 

M CKELHOUR 
MGHTLY from 7:30-8:30 

5¢ beer· 5¢ ice cream 
5¢ watermelon· and more 

COME and ENJOY! 

LOVELOCK 
East edge of town on 1-80. 
hal f mi le to ('enter of town. 

Your Ho ts: Bob & Patti Hyan 
Phone (702) 273-2276 
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WINNEMUCCA 

Get 
Together In 
Winnemueea 

Winnemucca Convention & 
Visitors Bureau 

50 Winnemucca Blvd. , West 
Winnemucca, NV. 89445 

(702) 623-5071 

CARSON CITY 

• Friendly 
• Historic 
Carson City 
Chamber of Commerce 
702/882-1666 

", .... .:: 

CARSON CITY 

Explore the Ultimate 
in Graciou Victorian Living 

THE 
ELLIOTT-CHARTZ 

HOUSE 

Gayle and Bud Klelle 
412 North Nevada 

Carson City. Nevada 89701 
(702 ) 882-5323 

WINNEMUCCA 

Motel 
SCOTT 
SHADY 
COURT 
("Your Home Away From Home.'J 

70 UNITS, ALL HAVING 
STEAM HEAT & AIR CONDITIONING 
DIRECT DIAL TELEPHONES 
COLOR TELEVISION 
INDOOR, HEATED POOL 

FOR YEAR-'ROUND SWIMMING 
SAUNA BATH 
CHILDREN 'S PLAYGROUND 

3 BLOCKS OFF HWY 95 

2 BLOCKS NORnt OF 
WINNEMUCCA BOULEVARD (1·80) 

AT PAVILION,. FIRST STREETS 
P.O. BOX 672 (702) 623-3646 



ELKO 

lildharsl 
laDch & lesart 

STREAM 
and A 

LAKE FISHING 
Restaurant · Bar · Ice ' Rooms 

Mobile Home Rentals ' Boat Rentals 
RV Park· Horses· Laundry Room 

Showers & Restrooms 
Private airport with 5500 ft . runway 

Fishing & Hunting licenses 
Archie & Betty Corbari 

You, Hosts 

65 miles north of Elko 
Phone: Northfork 6471 or 6472 thru 
Elko or, wr ite for brochure and rates: 

Via: Elko, Nevada 89801 

PAHRUMP 

Pahrump HAS 
A GREAT WEEKEND FOR 

THE ENTIRE FAMILY 
PARADE · CA RNIVAL' MIDWA Y ",,"L"Ooc 

GAMES. DANCE ,,41' J o~o 
411 COUNTR Y fAIR & ART SilO'" d • ~'!, 

GYMKHANA f ~ 
TWO BIG PIT BAR·O·O ES • ' ss • "'~ . 

.nd PRCA RODEO O(" . TIO'" \ 

PAIJR U~IP I1ARV EST FESTIVAL FAIR BOARD 
P.O. BOX 42 

PAIIRLMP. NEVADA B9041 
(702) 727 · 5314 

Shows & Stars 
Following is a muster of the stars, revues, and 
extravaganzas you can see in Nevada show­
rooms in September and October. Schedules 
can change, so it's wise to call ahead for 
times, dates, and reservations. For out-of­
state callers, Nevada's area code is 702. Call 
1-800-555-1212 forthe hotels' toll-free phone 
numbers. 

Las Vegas 
Aladdin, 736-0110: Entertainment TBA 

Barbary Coast, 737-71ll: Irish Showband, 
9:30pm, midnight & 2am; Royal Dixie Jazz 
Band, noon-6pm; no cover, no minimum 

Caesars Palace, 731-7324: Sammy Davis Jr.! 
Bill Cosby, 8/ 31-9/ 3; Wayne Newton, 9/ 5-
ll; Tom Jones, 9/ 12-25; Joan Rivers/ Doc 
Severinsen/ Gary Shandling, 9/26-10/2; Joan 
Rivers/ Smothers Brothers/ Gary Shandling, 
10/ 10-16; Tom Jones, 10117-30; Melissa 
Manchester/ Billy Crystal, 10/ 31-ll / 5. Ap­
pearing in the outdoor stadium, Al Jarreau, 
911; Merle Haggard/ Ricky Skaggs, 9/ 15; 
George Benson, 9/29 

Circus Circus, 734-0410: Circus acts, llam­
midnight, free 

Desert Inn, 733-4566: "One of a Kind," 
musical variety show, indf.; 7pm & 11 pm 
cocktail show; $15, includes 2 drinks 

Dunes, 737-4110: Robert Goulet, thru 9/ 6; 
Jack Jones, 9/7-13; Glen Campbell, 9/ 17-22; 
Jack Jones, 9/24-10/7 

El Rancho, 796-2222: Lounge entertainment 
nightly, 1 drink minimum 

Flamingo Hilton, 733-3333: City Lites, revue, 
indf.; 8pm dinner show from $14.50, mid­
night cocktail show $9.95, includes 2 drinks 

Four Queens, 385-4011: Dondino, indf. (ex­
cept Mon.); Goofers, indf. (except Sun.); 
Monday night jazz show; Sam Butera, 9/ 1-
10/21 

Fremont, 385-3232: Entertainment TBA 

Fron tier, 734-0240: Siegfried and Roy in 
Beyond Belief, thru ll/25; 7pm & llpm 
cocktail shows Tues.-Sun.; dark Mon.; family 
show (no nudity) on 10/ 5, 6pm 

Golden Nugget, 385-7111 : Lola Falana, 8/ 30-
9/ 5; Kris Kristofferson, 9/ 6-18 

Hacienda, 798-0571: Fire & Ice, ice spectacu­
lar, indf.; 8pm optional dinner show from 
$l3.95, 8pm and llpm cocktail show $9.95 

Holiday, 369-5000: Wild World of Burlesque, 
indf.; lDpm & 12:30am Mon.-Fri.; 8pm, 
lDpm & 12:30am Sat.; dark Sun.; $6.95, 
includes 2 drinks 

Imperial Palace, 733-0234: Legends in Con­
cert, indf., 8pm & llpm cocktail show $11.95; 
dark Sun. 

Landmark, 733-1ll0: Nightly dancing 

Las Vegas Hilton, 732-5755: Bal du Moulin 
Rouge, indf., starring Charo, thru 10/ 9, star­
ring Debbie Reynolds 10/ 10-12/ 4; 8pm din­
ner show from $18.50, midnight cocktai l 
show $15 

Las Vegas Inn & Casino, 731-3222: Enter­
tainment Tues.-Sun. 

MGM Grand Hotel, 739-4567: Ziegfeld Theatre: 
Jubilee! indf.; 7:30pm & llpm, dark Wed., 
$23.50; Celebrity Room: Rich Little/ Ann Jillian, 
9/ l3-19; Oak Ridge Boys/ Williams & Ree, 
9/20-26; Engelbert Humperdinck, 9/27-
10/ 10; Eddie Rabbitt, 10/ ll-17 

Marina, 739-1500: Breakdance Fever, revue, 
indf.; 8:30pm & 10:30pm Sun. & Tues.-Fri .; 
8:30pm, 10:30pm & 12:30am Sat.; dark Mon. 

Maxim, 731-4300 : Old Tyme Burlesque 
Fever, indf.; 8pm, 10:15pm & 12:30am; dark 
Tues.; $9.75, includes 2 drinks 

Mint, 385-7440: Entertainment TBA 

Palace Station, 367-24ll: Lounge entertain­
ment daily, 11am-5am 

Riviera, 737-1755: Solid Gold/The Smoth­
ers Brothers, thru 9/25; dark Sun. 

Royal Casino, 733-4000: Freddie Bell Show, 
thru 9/ 16 

Sahara, 737-2424: Don Rickles, 8/ 31-9/2 & 
9/ 6-9; Kool & The Gang, 10/2-7 

Sam's Town, 456-7777: alternates indf. be­
tween Gary LeMaster & David St. David, & 
Mainstream 

Sands, 733-5453: Judy Benton, thru 9/ 11; 
Ron Pearson and The Ron Dons, thru 9/ ll; 
Diamondhead, thru 9/ 10; Tyler Murray, 9111-
30; Jerry Tiffe, 9/ 12-10/ 2; Jawbone, 9113-
10/2; Cleveland, 10/ 3-21; Carleen Terrano, 
10/2-22; Dan Nelson, 10/ 4-23 

Silver Slipper, 734-1212: Boy-Lesque, revue, 
indf.; 8pm, 10pm & midnight; dark Thurs.; 
Branded, revue, indf.; 9pm & 11 pm Mon.­
Fri.; 7pm, 9pm & 11pm Sat.; dark Sun.; $6.95 

Stardust, 732-6325: Lido de Paris, indf.; 7pm 
& llpm nightly; $17.50, includes 2 drinks 

Sundance, 382-6ll1: Nightly entertainment 

Tropicana, 739-24ll : Folies Bergere, indf.; 
8pm & llpm cocktail shows; dark Sun; 
$13.95 

Union Plaza, 386-2444: Broadway entertain­
ment nightly; 8pm dinner show from $11.95, 
ll:45pm cocktail show from $7.50 

Lake Tahoe 
Caesars Tahoe, 588-3515: Joan Rivers, thru 
9/2; Sheena Easton, 10/ 4-6; Gallagher, 
10/ ll-l3 

Crystal Bay Club, 831-0512: Nightly enter­
tainment and dancing 

Del Webb's High Sierra, 588-62ll : Doug 
Kershaw/ The Wright Brothers, 8/27-9/ 9; 
Jimmie Rodgers, 9/ 10-23; Pat Collins/ The 
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The Newspapers of Nevada: 
A History and Bibliography, 1854-1979 

by Richard E. Lingenfelter and Karen Rix Gash 
The Littl e Joker The W eekl y 6 

Shooter Hot Stu ph Boo ts 
and Chu tes t hese are just a few 
of the co lorful Nevada newspapers 
described in t his vo lume. The 
autho rs have provided a brief histori­
cal sketc h for 800 publica tions. rang­
ing from t raditional newspapers to 
entert a inment and m atr im o ni al 
guides . Th e bibli og rap hy a lso 
documents frequency. ownership. ti­
t le changes. printing locations. plus 
the loca tion of archival copies of ori­
ginal papers and current m icrofilm 
ho ldings. 

Thi s vo lume will be of va lue to 
scho lars. histo r ians. and genea logy 
bu ffs who need access to the in fo r­
mation onl y newspapers can provide. 

Illustrated. 337 pages. Hardcover 532.00 
A lso of In terest 

Nt-'V.1d" Pri nt ing H istory A Bib l iography of Imp rints and Publica tions. 
18<;11-111110 by Robert A rm strong 

Ill us trated. 421 pages. H ardcover $3500 

Check your loca l booksto re o r o rd er from 
University o f Nevada Press. Reno. NV 89557 

(702) 784-6573 

Landmarks 
of The West. 
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Wright Brothers, 9/24-10/ 15; Danny Marona/ 
Zelia Lehr, 10/1 6-11/ 4 

Harrah's Lake Tahoe, 588-6611 : South Shore 
Room: Roy Clark, 8/ 31-9/ 6; Tony Orlando, 
917-20; Wayne Newton, 9/21-10/ 4; Sammy 
Davis Jr., 10/ 6-9 & 10/1 2-18; Charlie Daniels 
Band, 10/1 0-11; Loretta Lynn, 10/ 19-25; The 
Oakridge Boys, 10/26-11/ 1; Stateline Cabaret: 
Breakin' Loose, revue, indf.; Ricky & The 
Redstreaks, 9/25-1017; Williams & Ree, 10/ 9-
14; Rain: Tribute to the Beatles, 10/1 6-28 

Harvey's, 588-2411 : Top of the Wheel: Ron 
Rose Sound, indI.; Fortune, thru 9/ 9; Motifs, 
9/ 10-23; Casino Theatre Lounge: Too Hot to 
Handle, revue, indI.; Body Heat, revue, indf. 
DeMarche Sisters, thru 9/2; Ernie Menehune 
Show, 9/ 3-23; Reycards, 9/ 3-16; Martha's 
Children, 9/ 17-30; Entertainment Commit­
tee, 9/24-10/ 21; Kimberly Springs, 10/ 1-21; 
Steppin' Stones, 10/22-11 / 11; Lou Marek's 
Rainbow Express, 10/22-11/18 

Hyatt Lake Tahoe, 831-1111: Jonas/ Abbey 
Road, 8/28-9/ 9; Garfin Gathering/ Abbey 
Road, 9/ 11-23; Motifs/ Two's Company, 
9/25-30; St. Romain/ Two's Company, 10/ 2-
7; c.c. Jones/ Two's Company, 10/ 9-14; 
Cheryl Cotton/ Two's Company, 10/ 16-21; 
Jay Ramsey/ J. W. Moon Orchestra, 10/23-
11/ 4 

Nevada Lodge, 831-0660: Whiskey Ridge, 
thru 9/2; L. A. Strut, 8/29-9/ 10; Stan Galli, 
9/ 4-23; Shadz, 9/25-10/ 14; Debbie Collins, 
10/ 16-11/ 4 

Reno, Sparks 
& Carson City 

Carson City Nugget, 882-1626: Muggins/ 
Hot Spurs, 9/ 4-30; MotUs, 10/2-28; Cheryl 
Cotton Show, 10/ 30-12/2 

Circus Circus, 329-0711 : Circus acts, llam­
midnight, free 

Comstock Hotel, 329-1880: Crystal, 9/ 6-9, 
9/ 13-16, 9/20-23, & 9/27-30 

Eldorado Hotel, 786-5700: Nightly enter­
tainment, Tues.-Sun. 

Fitzgerald's, 786-3663: Stan Galli, thru 9/2; 
Toni Kaza Band, 8/21-9/ 9; The Younger 
Half, 8/22-9/ 3; Whiskey Ridge, 9/ 4-23; Dr. 
Maynard, 9/ 5-24; Shadz, 9/1 1-30; Cheryl 
Cotton, 9/25-10/ 14; Thin Line 9/26-10/15; 
Four Tunes, 10/2-21; Custer's Last Band, 
10/1 6-11 / 4; Glenna Allen and Fortune, 
10/23-11/ 4 

Harrah's Reno, 329-4422: Headliner Room: 
Tony Bennett/ Woody Herman thru 9/ 5; 
Eddy Arnold, 9/ 6-19; Bill Cosby, 9/20-10/ 3; 
Lynda Carter, 10/ 4-10; Charo, 10/ 11-24; 
Mickey Gilley, 10/25-1117; Casino Cabaret: 
Bottoms Up, revue, thru 9/ 4; Freddy Fender, 
9/ 4-16; Paul Revere & The Raiders, 9/ 18-23; 
Williams & Ree, 10/2-7; Rain: Tribute to the 
Beatles, 10/ 9-14; The Turtles, 10/ 30-11 / 4 

MGM Grand Hotel, 789-2285: Ziegfeld Theatre: 
Hello Hollywood Hello, indf.; 8pm dinner 
show from $22; midnight cocktail show 
$18.50; Lion's Den: Pat Collins, The Hip 

(Continued on page 90) 



1985 Historic 
Nevada Calendars! 

The staff stands ready to serve you. 

Twelve rare photos, enlarged to llx14", 
glorify Nevada's lively past. Retail 
price: $4.25. NEVADA readers only, 
$3.75 each! 

o YES! Send me __ (quantity) 
Historic Nevada Calendars at just 
$3.75 each. 

$'---_____ Total enclosed 
(sorry, no bill me's) . 

name 

address 

city 

state & zip 3HNC 

Send coupon to: Nevada Magazine 
Calendars, Capitol Complex, Carson City, 
NY 89710-0005. 

A jurled and judged show open to all serious photographers 
of Nevada subject matter. NEVADA 85 will be a professional 
quality exhibition that will tour to ten Nevada communities. Last 
year's exhibition was seen by 119,752 people, making it the 
most-attended art display in the Silver State. This year's edition 
Is the eleventh produced by the Northeastern Nevada 
Museum in Elko. 

Cosh awards will total $1,000. 

5 
Subjects: anything in Nevada ghost towns, buildings, people, industry, 
landscapes, nature, contemporary communities, potpourri. 

Send for entry forms and rules no later than December 21, 1984 to: 

NORTHEASTERN NEVADA MUSEUM, Attn: NEVADA 85, 
Post Office Box 2550, Elko, Nevada 89801 or phone (702) 738-3418 

Deadline for receipt of entries in Elko is January 12, 1985. 

17w GIWt Stili o/IM Stllte 0/ Nev_ Is bMutlfully 
_ nwtlculourly ~ in II modmt vat'i_ 

TIri.t b«IuttfuI w budcIt _ ._-.... _ 

sizes shown tIbo~-inyourcholcet#p __ " 
oj l1li tI1Idmt tD1 known lIS cloisonnl. TM mtIIIy 
colon (count tMmI) tlI'e individulllly htmd inj«ted 
tirrtIuIh II hypodermJc type syringe by highly 
6IcIIIed IIrtists. 

/inBh; .999 JIM SILVER or UK 
coppe'ClIId tJt. metIII. Prica: Lg. Gold • 
Lg. SU~ • $34.95; Sm. Gold· $34.95; Sm. u.'_'1"',: 
$29.95. Plus 6% TtlX. 

w,~ or ctIII: Virginill City Mint Ltd., P.O. Box 12341J, Reno, NevtIdtI 89510 (702) 323-5331 VISA 
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LAS VEGAS IMPRESSIONS II, pastel, 24"x38" 
"It gives the idea of twilight and the lights coming on. I did my obseroations from 
Sunrise Mountain. It's looking west." 

Las Vegas artist Doug Taylor says, 
"What art is really about is grow­
ing. You break the rules you have 

previously obeyed to make people see 
something in a way they haven't seen 
before." Taylor, 28, went to high school in 
Las Vegas and studied at the Oregon 
College of Art in Ashland. He moved back 
in 1977 and became an illustrator for an 
advertising agency. In 1978 he began 
working as a freelance illustrator and 

artist, developing a personal style by experimenting with media and techniques. 
His experiments have found considerable success. He has won many awards, and 

galleries and art shows in Nevada, Idaho, Colorado, and Arizona have featured his 
pastels, oils, watercolors, and etchings. In Las Vegas his work can be seen at the Winged 
Horse Galerie, and on November 17-18 Taylor is holding his annual studio open house 
at 1315 Francis Avenue. 
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THE BALES, pastel, 20"x29" 
"During the summer we travel a lot and 
see this kind of scene in ranching areas. 
I always thought the colors and geometric 
shapes would be fun to work with." 
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APPEARING SOON IN LAS VEGAS 
A Brand, Spanking New International Airport 

For Dusty Mac, our pesky Nevada 
sourdough Miner, it's a dream come 
true. He's been tearing up the place 
for so long looking for his legendary 
"lost McCarran Mine," we had to 
practically build a new airport . 

GOOD NEWS 

And the good news is that Dusty 
Mac has "thrown in with us" to make 
McCarran International Airport big­
ger and better. He's advising people 
who use the airport where there might 
be some construction going on and 

how to best use the facility (actually, 
we think Dusty is still diggin' around, 
but we don't want to call him out on 
that). 

TREMENDOUS GROWTH 
The new airport, when completed, 

will be the talk of the aviation industry. 
It is being remodeled, at no cost to 
local taxpayers, to handle Las Vegas' 
tremendous growth needs through the 
year 2000 and beyond. So bear with 
us and give yourself a little extra time 
to catch your airplane . It's worth 
waiting for. 

McCarran EE 
INTERNATIONAL AIRPQRT 

We'll make it 
bigger ... and better! 

McCarran~ 

The Clark County Board of Commissioners 



Horse Sense & Nonsense 
..... v 

When Dan's crude joke on Frank backfired, 
I found myself the target of an ambush. 

, 
s I came abreast of the C. H. Rand 
Ranch, my thoughts may have 
been on most anything but certain-

ly not on danger and especially the form of 
violence I was to be apprised of. 

One of my trap lines was just south of 
the senior Rand place, and as my weary 
horse trotted along opposite the big ranch 
house, which set back 200 yards from the 
county road, I jerked Old Spook to a halt. 
Sue Leavitt was racing towards me waving 
and screaming some sort of litany about 
"that Frank." 

At first I thought some catastrophe had 
struck her parents, as they of late had been 
prone to disaster and grief. Maybe Frank 
had gone on one of his rampages. But as 
Sue breathlessly gasped out her story, it 

By Harry Webb 
became plain I was the target of his ire. 
"For God's sake, Harry," she panted, 
"don't follow the road. Cut through the 
hills on your way home instead. He swears 
he's going to shoot you on sight!" 

"What sort of a bug has hit Frank that 
he's out to gun up on me?" I asked. "He 
and I have been pretty good friends ." 

"1 don't know," Sue replied, "but 1 
listened in on the line and he's drunk and 
dangerous, so please stop at Dan's and let 
him tell you. It has me frightened sick." 

On the way down to Dan Rand's ranch 
(Dan was Sue's brother) I mulled over the 
situation but could think of no plausible 
answer. I was soon to find out. Dan was 
out waiting and was laughing as 1 dis­
mounted. "Good lord," he chuckled, "1 

sure got Frank going an hour or so ago 
and he's going to shoot me on sight­
shoot you, that is, because he thought it 
was you he was talking to on the Punkin 
Line. Did Sue tell you how I got 01' Frank 
so rabid he's waiting for you to come 
along so he can fill you full of lead?" 

"Yes, Sue told me enough so I can't see 
one of your jokes in this prank! When 
Frank gets drunk, his wife once told me, 
he's dangerous. What the hell did you say 
that kettled him off about me?" 

"He thought he was dialing Jim Buck­
skin's number," Dan said, "and got me. He 
kept saying 'Who's this?' and I said, 'It's 
Harry Webb, that's who, and I'm gonna 
have Nat Hawkins throw you in the 
hoosegow for ' Lord God, 1 couldn't 
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Yerington The best kept secret in Nevada. 
In the heart of beautiful Mason Valley. 

~------------------------------------------~ 

~ 
...-_ RURAL NEVADA 

FAMILIES HAVE FUN IN 

~G'fO~ 
~~\\ N •• rBy: 
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FISHING 

.sTTIIIS 
3UIES • 21M1S Fa.'_. .. .,. RN PARKING 

CAMPING 
HIKING 
SWIMMING· 
4 WHEELING 
ROCK HOUNDING 
BIKING • CITY PARKS 
24-HR FOOD· AIRPORT 

..... __ REAL NEVADA 
Send for Our T·Shlrts 

MASON VALLEY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
P.O. BOX 327 

YERINGTON , NEVADA 89447 (702) 463-3721 

* Casino 
* Motel 

MASON VALLEY 
HAS WHAT INDUSTRY NEEDS! 

"A location With 
Business Advantages" 

Low Taxes 
Inexpensive Industrial Land 
Abundant Water III Power 
Clean Air 
Variety of Transportation 
Available Work Force 
Wholesome Rural Community 

Mason Valley Industrial Committee 
(702) 463-3511 • P. O. Box 479 

Yerington, Nevada 89447 

- COMING SOON -

3 
NEW INDUSTRIES 

FOR 
MASON VALLEY 

TOURNAMENT 
DIRECTOR 

cbampionship 
.~ = softball 

ED McCOURT 

463-5175 

MASON 
VALLEY 

COUNTRY 
CLUB 

Superior Dining 
Golfing Daily 

* Restaurants 
Motel 

Yerington, Nevada 
Casino 

(702) 463~2481 (702) 463~3144 
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CASINO • FOOD 
ENTERTAINMENT 
Joe & Jeanne Dini - Proprietors 

LOG 
CA , 
Best Pizza in Town 

POOL 
& 

SHUFFLEBOARD 

Come 
Relax with Us! 

HIGHWAY gSA. 17 SOUTH 
463-4042 

tell him any more for his yelling and 
cussing me, cussing you. So he wound up 
saying he'd shoot you on sight. Maybe," 
Dan added in a serious tone, "I had better 
go along with you and we'll get him 
calmed down when I tell him it was me 
just having some fun ." 

"Not me," I answered. "Before we 
could explain matters with him drunk as a 
hoot owl we could be a couple cases for 
the undertaker! I'll cut through the hills 
and see Frank when he's sober." 

"O.K.," Dan said, "but now you have 
me worried and the whole family'll stay 
worried till we hear how things turn out. 
Not only us but everybody from Palisade 
to the J. D. Day D. Ranch] will stay glued to 
the Punkin Line." 

As I neared the place where I intended 
to leave the road and cut through the hills 
for home, my mind was giving Dan hell 
for pulling his crude joke. These thoughts 
were jerked to reality when Old Spook 
paused and his ears shot forward. I knew 
he had seen or heard something unusual 
and I hit the ground with my .38 yanked 
from its shoulder holster. 

After sneaking to where it was possible 
to ferret out the danger that surely lay 
behind some tall sage, I waited. No move­
ment or shot came. "Is that you, Frank?" I 
called. No answer and none to my next 
call, so some of the fear left me. Moving 
slow with my eyes peeled for the slightest 
movement, the object that had spooked 
Old Spook came into view; a bare foot 
with toes up told me the owner of that foot 
was flat on his back. It also told me much 
more, and I boldly hurried forward. 

Frank, the raving terror of an hour or so 
ago, lay helplessly asleep, his cocked 
Winchester alongside and one bare foot 
sticking out in the edge of the road. At this 
comical sight the fear of being ambushed 
left me, and I sort of pitied him while at the 
same time damning Dan. Now in the 
mood for a joke myself, after emptying the 
gun of its cartridges, I pressed the .38's 
muzzle to Frank's forehead and finally got 
him awake. I can still envision his blood­
shot eyes as they opened wide and he 
mumbled. "No shoot; we friends, Harry." 

"Yes, Frank," I said, having to laugh, 
"we friends, otherwise you'd have had 
your brains blown out." 

It wasn't easy, but with him loaded on 
my horse I delivered him to his wife, 
Bessie. On seeing him slouched in the 
saddle, his head hanging loose, she 
moaned and clutched her breast. But 
when I dragged him from the saddle and 
while laughing explained matters, she 
breathed a fervent, "Thank God." That 
was my sentiment also. 0 

Harry E. Webb, the award-winning author and 
favorite of Nevada readers, died last summer 
in Southern California. His true Nevada tales 
will continue to appear in the magazine. 

Atlas 
Thrift 

OF NEVADA 

RENO 
4016 Kietzke Lane 
Crossroads Center 

826-8704 
CARSON CITY 

2468 Highway 50 East 
883-7900 

LAS VEGAS 
4952 E. Tropicana 

(Tropicana at Nellis) 
456-0479 

4640 Meadows Lane 
SUite A-I at Decatur 

870-9121 
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Houseboating Vacations 
Are for Everyone. 

Choose 
Your lake. 

Lake Mead and 
Lake Mohave can 
provide you with 

Authorized Concession of 
National Park Service 
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the ultimate 
family vacation. 
Aboard a fully 
equipped and 
easy to operate 
houseboat, you 
can cruise the 
lakes in comfort 
and style. 

Lake mohave 
Resod 
at Katherine Landing 
1·800-752·9669 

tc"~t~.!.'1= 
1·800-752·9669 

Don't miss the 
boat! 

-R~-;;-:M;;;:;-~ .322~;hore d .. Bou';ler City. NY 89005 
Please send me a free brochure. 
Name __________________________________ __ 

Address ________________________________ _ 

City. Slale. Zip ______________________________ _ 

Nevada Na~es 
Bikers in Black Rock and 
a saintly celebration in 
Virginia City. 

By Jim Crandall 

Bikers at Black Rock 
The Black Rock Desert north of Gerlach, 
where British driver Richard Noble piloted 
his car to a new land speed record last fall, 
may be the site of yet another record 
attempt-this time on a Harley-Davidson 
motorcycle. Denis Manning of San Jose, 
who designed and built the Tenacious 
streamliner, hopes driver Dan Kinsey of 
Viola, Wisconsin can push the machine 
past the current record of 318 mph. 

Tenacious looks more like a torpedo 
than a motorcycle and is powered by a 
modified Harley V-twin engine capable of 
producing 175 horsepower. It will run on 
what Manning calls "liquid dynamite," 
which is 96 percent nitro-methane with a 
planned 10-second injection of nitrous 
oxide as the machine enters the official 
mile-long timing zone. 

If pilot Kinsey can hold this two-wheel 
rocket on the ground at 318 mph, he'll be 
covering the equivalent of two football 
fields in just over one second. 

Manning and company tested Tenacious 
at the Black Rock site last November, 
registering speeds of 230 mph on gaso­
line alone. He says he prefers the North­
western Nevada site over the Bonneville 
Salt Flats. "At Black Rock you create about 
a half-inch deep track every time you 
run," says Manning. "1 think that adds 
more traction. At Bonneville the surface is 
much harder. You don't even dent it." 

He says he also enjoys the welcome 
he's received at Gerlach. "1 was up there a 
couple weeks ago to look at the site again. 
1 stayed up and partied with Bruno [of 
Bruno's Bar and Grill] . There's a unique 
quality about those people up there-in 
fact, with all the people I've met in Nevada. 
They're survivors." 

----------------~ 



As Time Goes By 
This fall the citizens of Virginia City will 
commemorate 25 years of restoration to 
the now gleaming St. Mary's in the Moun­
tains Catholic Church. Meanwhile, down 
the road in Eureka, owners of the historic 
Eureka Theatre are struggling just to keep 
the rain out. 

St. Mary's is one of the most photo­
graphed and gawked-at pieces of history 
in the state. Its dazzling white minarets, 
steeple, and golden cross are set like 
jewels above graceful arches, stained­
glass windows, and polished hardwood 
doors. 

The church wasn't always that pristine. 
Built in 1868, it was leveled by the great 
fire of 1875 along with half the town. St. 
Mary's was rebuilt on the same founda­
tion the following year, and stood strong 
and proud through the few years of boom 
and decades of bust. But by the late 1950s, 
the church's grout was turning to powder, 
and its wood was dryas dust. 

In 1959, Father Caesar Caviglia began a 
restoration effort that was followed over 
the years by priests and townsfolk. The 
amount of sweat and money it took to 
keep her bells ringing on Sundays is 
enough to write a book about. In fact, 
someone did. The celebration on Sunday, 
September 16-see the Nevada Calendar 

t • 

for particulars-coincides with the publi­
cation of Nevada's Bonanza Church. The 
book features 55 historical photos and is 
written by parishioner and former District 
Attorney Virgil Bucchianeri. 

Across the state, the four-story Eureka 
Theatre, a centerpiece of downtown Eu­
reka, slowly deteriorates. Built in 1879 as a 
miner's union hall, it was turned into an 
opera house when the gold ran out. The 
spacious interior features a horseshoe­
shaped balcony, a stage, and faded velvet 
curtains that beg for an encore. But the 
foundation moans and cracks with each 
passing winter of neglect. 

Marjory Pastorino, whose family has 
owned the building since 1946, has been 
trying to sell it to anyone who can give it . 
the attention it deserves. She had even 
offered it to the county for a discounted 
$25,000, but the commissioners declined. 
Now the building is back on the open 
market at a higher price. "It could be so 
beautiful," says Pastorino, "if only enough 
time and money can be found to restore it 
properly." 0 
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Before the new 
links opened, local 
golfers had to drive 
100 miles to Utah 
to play. Cathedral 
Gorge (top) is one 
of the state's most 
scenic parks. 
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Hot Titnes 
i •• Caliente 
The heritage is rich here in Lincoln County, and 
history and the outdoors are the prime attractions. 

By Ann Henderson 

~
en two railroad barons waged 

a war 80 years ago to decide 
who would build a profitable 

line connecting Los Angeles and Salt Lake 
City, the battleground they chose was a 
secluded spot in Lincoln County known 
for its hot springs. The Culverwell Ranch, 
later to be the town of Caliente, was 25 
miles south of its largest neighbor, Pioche, 
a rowdy mining camp on the decline, and 
12 miles south of Panaca, a Mormon 
farming town. But the ranch's pastoral 
setting changed abruptly when the rival 
crews clashed in the railroad war that 
created a town and added a new element 
to the region's colorful heritage. 

The fracas began when E.H. Harriman 
of the Oregon Short Line and Union 

A view of Caliente and coveted railroad route. 



=­
Caliente's mission-style depot, built in 1923 by the Union Pacific, is one of Southeastern Nevada's best known landmarks. At right is Kershaw-Ryan 
State Park, a lush, shady camping place. It's open until at least mid-October, wh ile other parks are open all year. 

Pacific pushed track from Utah to the site 
of Caliente. Even as Harriman's crews 
worked on the line, the newly formed San 
Pedro, Los Angeles, and Salt Lake Rail­
road owned by William W. Clark, a min­
ing magnate and future U.S. Senator from 
Montana, claimed the same territory. In 
1902 Harriman and Clark reluctantly 
agreed to joint ownership, which led to 
the line's completion and the creation of 
Caliente (Spanish for hot) as a division 
point. 

Today, traffic on the wide expanse of 
tracks in the center of town is limited to 
freight trains and Amtrak's five-minu te 
passenger stops twice a day. The city is 
dominated by the railroad's mission-style 
depot, which houses city offices, the li­
brary, and an art gallery. The old waiting 
room, where passengers have practiced 
patience since 1923, has the original 
wooden benches and a new touch-a wall 
mural on railroading that was a two-year 
project of local artist Rett Hastings. 

The tri-town area of Caliente, Panaca, 
and Pioche, with a total estimated popula­
tion of 3,000, is rich in history, and resi­
dents treat it as a natural resource. The 
latest project in Caliente is the Railroad 
Boxcar Museum, which shows a pictorial 
history of the city and memorabilia donated 
by residents and the University of Nevada, 
Las Vegas. Until museum hours are estab­
lished, a personal tour is available by 
asking at the city offices in the depot. 

Lincoln County has also become a 
favorite with city dwellers looking fo~ 
recreation, quiet, and places to explore. 
Within a radius of 45 miles of Caliente, as 
the road winds, there are five state parks, 
all catering to different outdoor tastes. The 
vine-covered canyon walls of Kershaw­
Ryan, three miles from Caliente, beckon 
to travelers seeking beauty and indolence. 
Cathedral Gorge, four miles from Panaca, 
with its moonscape topography, is one of 
the most photographed spots in Nevada. 
Beaver Dam (ask locally about road condi-

tlons), Spring Valley, and Echo Canyon 
await anglers and campers. Several of the 
parks will hold slide programs and ranger 
talks on Saturday nights early in the fall. 

One of the area's prime attractions is 
Caliente's new nine-hole golf course, one 
side of which is bordered by sheer can­
yon walls and lush greenery. Formerly the 
Conaway Ranch, this spectacular setting 
was a favorite writing spot for western 
novelist Zane Grey. 

Attractions in Pioche include the Million 
Dollar Courthouse, the town's best known 
landmark. It is a memorial to some officials' 

"----The golf course, once a ranch, 
was a favorite 

writing spot of Zane Grey 
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creative refinancing of the building, which 
cost $26,000 to construct in 1872; the 
county didn' t payoff the debt until 1938. 
A block away, the Lincoln County Mu­
seum chronicles the mining town's boom 
days when the Boothill Cemetery was one 
of the busiest places in town. 

Pioche is located in a canyon whose 
hillsides are dotted with mine shafts and 
tunnels. There are still reminders of a 
tramway on the hillside that moved the 
ore from the mine to the mill and railroad 
siding at the foot of town. 

It's natural then that mining contests 
,are among the events during Pioche's 
Labor Day Celebration. First-time visitors 
are always startled when the day's events 
are announced at 6 a.m. by a barrage of 
dynamite explosions. 

With mining activity at a standstill and 
the railroad part of the area's history, town 
parties like the Labor Day bash, and any 
others residents can dream up, are vital to 
the economy. Favorites are Memorial Day 
and Fourth of July in Caliente, Pioneer 
Day (July) and the Lincoln County Fair 
(August) in Panaca, and Heritage Days 
(July) in Pioche. 

Even frequent holiday visitors, how­
ever might miss one of Lincoln County's 
most scenic areas-Kane Springs Road, 
the shortest route from Las Vegas to 
Caliente. Officially known as State Route 
317, the road follows and crisscrosses the 
same track that railroad barons Harriman 
and Clark tried so desperately to control. 

The road is 20 miles of pavement, 35 of 
graded gravel, and it passes spectacular 
displays of fall color and places like Grape­
vine Canyon, a small picnic area covered 
with wild grapevines. Nearby is Robbers' 
Roost, an escape route for outlaws that is 
said to have made Butch Cassidy one of 
the first tourists to appreciate Lincoln 
County's secluded attractions. 0 

Ann Henderson is a Lincoln Countyite who 
learned to hunt snipe near Pioche. 
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HOTEL I CASINO I ELKO 
At Stockmen's Hotel and Casino in Elko we're 
more than cozy comfortable rooms. 
We're more than tasty appetizers, fresh salads, 
hearty entrees, and mouth-watering desserts. 
And we're more than 24-hour a day 
Nevada nightlife. 
Dh, we're all of the above, but at 
Stockmen's we're people. 
Caring people who make 
it our personal goal 
to give you the 
time of 
your life! 
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So come to Stockmen's and taste our great 
food, unwind in our spacious lounge, relax in 
one of our comfortable rooms and let us show 
you what all this fuss is about. .. You. 
For Reservations Call Toll Free 800-648-2345, 
in Nevada 702-738-5141 

SHOWGUIDE (Continued from page 78) 

Hypnotist, thru 9120; Coast to Coast, thru 
9/ 18; Franco & Mary Jane, 9/ 19-10/ 16; Danny 
Marona, 9121-10/ 16; Gary Raffanelli & Sandy 
Selby, 10117-11/13; Leo's Lair: Vince Cardell, 
thru 9/ 11 

Mother Lode, Carson City, 883-0900: Scooter 
& the Bee, 9/ 4-16; Two's Company, 9/ 18-23; 
Two of Clubs, 1012-14 

John Ascuaga's Nugget, Sparks, 356-3300: 
The Wright Brothers, 9/ 4-23; The Montana 
Band, 9125-10/ 6; Sidro's Armada, 10/7-21; 
Diamonds, 10/23-11/ 4 

Ormsby House, Carson City, 882-1890: The 
Kicks, 8128-9/ 8; David Proud, 9111-30; Gar­
fin Gathering, 10123-11/4 

Peppermill, 862-2121 : Gloria Michaels, thru 
912; Crystal, thru 912; Connection, thru 9/ 2; 
Tommy Bell, 9/ 3-30; Lip Service, 9/ 3-9; Two 
of Clubs, 9/ 3-30; Trilly Cole, 9110-30 

Peppermill's Western Village, Sparks, 331-
1069: Roll-On Band, thru 912; Arizona Out­
laws, thru 9/ 9; Trilly Cole, thru 9/ 9; Lelands, 
9/ 3-30; Rodeo, 9/ 10-30; Yogi & Friends, 
9/ 10-30 

Reno Hilton, 785-7100: Opera House Theatre: 
Razzle Dazzle, indf.; 8pm cocktail show, $10, 
and 11:30pm cocktail show, $5, Tues.-Sat.; 
8pm Sun. family show (no nudity) , children 
under 15 are $5; Rainbow Cabaret: Entertain­
ment Committee, thru 9110; Super Gold, 
8128-9/24; Frenz, 9/ 11-10/ 8; Sonny Turner, 
9125-10122 

Reno Ramada, 788-2000: Entertainment TBA 

Riverside, 786-4400: Dancing to records of 
the ' 40s, '50s & '60s, Tues.-Sun., no minimum 

The Cow Counties 
Elko: Commercial Hotel, 738-3181; Stock­
men's Hotel, 738-5141; Red Lion, 738-2111 

Ely: Hotel Nevada, 289-4414 

Fallon: Fallon Nugget, 423-3111 

Gardnerville: Sharkey's, 782-3133 

Hawthorne: El Capitan, 945-3322 

Jackpot: Cactus Pete's, 755-2321; Horseshu 
Casino, 755-2331 

Laughlin: Riverside Resort, 298-2535; Del 
Webb's Nevada Club, 298-2512; Regency 
Casino, 298-2439; Edgewater, 298-2453 

Mesquite: Peppermill's Western Village, 346-
5232 

Pahrump: Saddle West Casino, 727-5953 

Tonopah: Mizpah Hotel, 482-6202; Station 
House, 482-9777 

Topaz Lake: Li Brandi's, 266-3321; Topaz 
Lodge, 266-3339 

Wendover: Goldrush Casino, 664-2255; Ne­
vada Crossing, 664-4400; State Line Casino, 
664-2221; Red Garter Casino, 664-2111 

Winnemucca: Star Hotel & Casino and Win­
ners Hotel-Casino, 623-2511 

Yerington: Casino West, 463-2481; Lucky 
Club, 463-2868 0 



Classified 
BED & BREAKFAST 

ORCHARD HOUSE IN mSTORIC GENOA 
Carl & Hope Falcke, 188 Carson Street, Genoa, 
Nevada 89411 . (702) 782-2640. 

Stay in Old Pioneer Garden, Box 79, Union­
ville, NV 89418. (702) 538-7585. Bed and 
breakfast, reasonable rates. 

BOOKS 

"SLOT MACHINES" by Marshall Fey, grand­
son of the inventor. A pictorial history (over 
400 illustrations, 200 in color) of slots from 
their inception through the casino machines of 
today. 9x12 format, 240 pages, hardbound. 
$30 postpaid. LffiERTY BELLE, 4250 So. 
Virginia St., Reno, NV. 89502. 

"TALES OF TAHOE" by David Stollery, 
Lake Tahoe newspaper columnist. Fourth print­
ing. 250 pages of Tahoe history and legend. 
lllustrated. Order from David Stollery, P.O. 
Box 1792, Encino, CAt! 91316. $10.80 post­
paid. 

OLD WEST BOOKS, DOCUMENTS & 
PHOTOGRAPHS. Western Americana, Fron­
tier Military, Indians, Cowboys, etc. Send $1.00 
postage stamps for list to CHRIS SOWIN, 
8436 Samra Dr., Canoga Park, CA. 91304. 

CAMELS IN THE WEST, by Deane & Peggy 
Robertson, 16-page newly researched booklet 
on imported camels at work in 19th Century 
Washoe and the West. Rare illustrations. $2.95 
plus 55¢ postage and handling. Califonia resi­
dents please add 20¢ sales tax. Arcade House, 
P.O. Box 214744 , Sacramento, CA. 95821. 

COLLECTOR'S ITEMS 

Historic 4'x5' Oil painted by McClellan 1880 
for Virginia City Hotel. Contact F. Reeg. (20'9) 
255-5365. Make offer. 

GAMBLER'S SPECIAL: NEVADA Maga­
zine's award-winning book celebrating Nevada's 
50th anniversary of legalized gaming. Includes 
legends and facts , gangsters, show girls, and 
stars. Collector's item. $5 each. Please see 
insert envelope to order or send address and 
check to NEVADA Magazine. 

PERSONALS 

CHRISTIAN SINGLES OUTREACH­
Local/Natl-Phone/Mail Intro. Mag. No Fees, 
Donations Only! Let Love, Dating, Marriage 
change YOUR life. Write Bx 9020-TJ, Van 
Nuys, CA 91409. 

NEVADA BOUND: Handsome blue binders 
with silver NEVADA logo to Protect your 
favorite magazine. Holds 16 issues. $7.25 
each. Please see insert envelope to order or 
send address and check to NEVADA Maga­
zine. 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

DON DONDERO, Photographer, for those 
people who want the best & to whom price is 
secondary. P.O. Box 7256, Reno, NV 89510. 
(702) 825-7348. 

TREE TRIMMING 

COMPLETE TREE SERVICE - Our 24th 
year. Top, trim, remove, etc. Dangerous wOFk 
our specialty. Free estimates, serving all of 
Nevada. Capital Tree Co., Carson City, NV 
882-4666. 7 am-9pm Licensed-Insured. P.S. 
Brush grinder rental. 

MAPS 

NEVADA GHOST TOWN MAPS. Over 300 
ghost towns on Nevada topo map. Send $3.00 
to: Ghost Town Maps, P .O. Box 5995, Reno, 
NV 89513. 

NEVADA PINUPS: Three of NEVADA Mag­
azine's finest color photographs, enlarged to 
24x18" , capture the essence of Nevada beauty. 
"In God's Light," by Linda Dufurrena; "Ele­
phant Rock" and "Winter at Tahoe" by David 
Muench. $5.50 each. Set of three: $12. 
Please see insert envelope to order. 

SUBSCRIPTION PROBLEM? 
Let Brenda Know! 

Please call 702-885-5416, or write, Brenda 
Craig, Nevada Magazine, Capitol Complex, 
Carson City, NV 89710-0005. Tips for faster 
service: have your magazine label handy, or 
the last name and zip code of the subscription. 
And, let us know when you change your address. 

Classified Rates 
Type only, no artwork. Type set in 8/9 
Century Schoolbook, maximum 42 characters 
per line. Minimum size allowed, 3 lines; 
maximum, 6 lines. Cost is $8 per line. 
Frequency discounts available at $1 less per 
line, per insertion. For example: 3 lines I-time 
$24; 3 lines, 3-times, $21 per insertio~ ; , 
3 lines, 6-times, $17 per insertion. 

EXPLORE 110,000 
SQUARE MILES 

OF 
THE REAL WEST 

Fish 
in crystalline 
lakes, rivers 
and mountain 
streams. 

Photograph 
a land steeped 
in beauty and 
living history. 

Camp 
& Hike 

in wilderness 
areas nestled in 

lush mountain 
valleys and 

serene desert 
settings. 

Gamble 
or watch 
top stars 

perform in 
lavish casinos. 

Subscribe to NEVADA MAGAZINE 
your get-away guide 

to the Real West. 

MAGAZINE 

Explore the Real West in the pages of 
NEVADA MAGAZINE. A one-year 
(6 issue) subscription is just $8.95. Clip 
and mail this coupon today. 

o YES! Send me a one-year sub8Cri~ 
tion to NEVADA MAGAZINE. 

o My check is enclosed. 

o Please bill me later. 

NAME 3H22 

ADDRESS 

CITY 

STATE ZIP 

Send coupon to: 
NEVADA MAGAZINE 

Carson City, NY. 89710-0005 
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Marketplace 
AIR CHARTER 

COMMERCIAL AIR CHARTER, INC. 
Grand Canyon tours also. 

(7021798~060 
8_381-6225 

5030 Pa,lIdi •• Rd • • &-208 
La. Vega', N",,1Ida 89119 

COLLECTOR'S ITEMS 

CASINO CHIPS 
FROM ALL MAJOR CASINOS 

FOR SALE 
Aulhenlic Casino Chips & Tokens Available in 

ANY QUANTITY. 
(Single Chip Orders Accepted) 

ALSO AVAILABLE 
• Professiorw.l "Casino Chips" Poker ets. 
• Casino Cards, Dice, Layouts, Token ,etc, 

end $2 for AMPLE CHIP & CATALOG 
(We also Buy. ' ell , Trade, Casino hips & Tokens) 

- MAIL INOUIIIIES ONL Y -

CASINO CHIPS 
P.O. BOX H· 14827 • LAS VEGAS, NV 89114 
~IT WM F BORLAND. POSSESSOR 

COSMETICS/SKIN CARE 

A La Jran9aise 
Skin Care 

Fociols- Mossoge- Woxing- Eleclroiysis- Tin/ings 

Complete Skin & Make·Up Consultations 

621 Foresl Slreel 
Reno, NV 89509 

JEWELRY 

(702) 3294113 

Ludel's Jewelry 
Invest in Diamonds 

Leonard Ludel, Diamond Cutter 
Founder 

Your opportunity to obtain fine diamonds 
DIRECT FROM THE MANUFACTURER 

See your very own gem stones 
CUT aDd weighed for you 

Examine them under IDAgllification on our scopes 

Our Diamonds are cut in Nevada 
Fine Jewelry & Diamonds 

By Appointment Only 
1452 S. Hwy. 395, Gardnerville (702) 782-2646 
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HORSESHOEING 

<* 
GEORGE QVARTA, JR. 

Correctille shoeing corrected 
Since 1956 

(213) 247-0537 

MAPS 

Explore old town sites with 
PRECISE MAPS OF OLD WESTERN TOWNS 
large pnnts of Ihousands of delalled fire Insurance maps are 
available for S2 a sheel from our slandard library 35mm 
microfilm. For ordering Informallon on ellher Ihe pnOls or Ihe 
reels, wille: 
VlAD SHKURKIN, PUBLISHER (415) 232-7742 

6025 ROil Arbor, Sin P.blo, CA 94806 

MINING 

SPICER MINING CO. INC. 
Nevada Mines & Minerals 

Evaluation, exploration, development. 
Located at the Boiling Pot Outfit, 

8 miles north of Beatty on Hwy. 95. 

JIM SPICER, Mining Consultant 
P.O. Box 278, 

Beatty,Nevada 89003 
(702) 553-2388, 553·2442 & 553·2444 

RESTAURANTS 

Sharkey's 
NUGGET 

Something for everyone 

PLUS THE GREATEST 
AND FINEST 

PRIME RID IN THE WORLD 
Hwy.395 

Gardnerville, Nevada 

A FREE DRINK TO EVERYONE 
Any day !he SUN DOESN'T SHINE In 

BOULDER CITY 
NEVADA 

A FREE DRINK to EVERYONE 
who brings In THIS AD. 

Your '-sI: Fran Knauss 

WESTERN STORES 

~ ~~O Quality shoe & boot repair 
.c...0 ~li r Bring in or mail to: 
y 457 Railroad Street 

Elko, V. 89801 
(702) 738-8546 

CLYDE GREGORY 
National Cowboy Boot 
Repair Award Winner 

Renowned for his 
quality 

& efficiency 

7th pair of new heels FREE!!! 

Western, English 
and Ranch Outfitters 

Two locations in 
Western Store 

1020 E. 4th Street 
Reno 

:129·9 IU7 

orthern Nevada: 
Hilchin' POSI 

:.IUIIO Hwy. 5U East 
Carson City 

11:1·:1633 
"Oulfit tenisl OUlfil in Nevada" 

E:-tabll ... hed In 19fi-' 

ELKO 
GENERAL MERCHANDISE 

"Anacabe's" 
48 years of quality at fair prices! 

" " " Carhartt/Levi/Wrangler/ Lee 
Tony Lama/Santa Rosa/LaCrosse 

" " " White Boots - Wilson Boots 
In'stock & made·lo·order 

" " " 



Marketplace Rates 
Camera-ready ads preferred. Line shots 
and logos no extra charge. No halftones. 
Cost is $50 per inch, per insertion. 
Maximum size, 3 inches ($150 per 
insertion); minimum, 1 inch ($50). 
Call Patty at 702-885-5416 for frequency 
d iscounts. 
NOTE: If ads not camera-ready, 
magazine will set type at cost. 

WIN 

WIN- WITH DICE CONTROL 
Call your shots in any dice game anytime! 
anywhere! with honest dice control. No crap 
out on come out roll, plus advantage on all 
point throws. FREE DETAILS: Frank 
Robert, 7324 Reseda Blvd. Suite 105, 
Reseda, CA 91335. 

RealEstate 
Real Estate Marketplace Rates: 
$50 per column inch (2 3/16"), per issue. 
Maximum size 4", minimum size 1" 
Frequency discounts available on request. 
For more information please write: 
Nevada Magazine, Capitol Complex, 
Carson City, NV. 89710-0005 or call 
Patty at 702-885-5416. 

Serving the best of two worlds 
Lake Tahoe & Carson Valley 

.. 
Bow$er 
Realtu 

&Assdc. 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 

P.G. Box 10829 
Zephyr Cove, Nevada 89448 

Louise M. Manoukian 
Licensed Real Estate Salesman 

Bus. (702) 588-6241 
Res. (702) 782-2308 

GENTLEMAN RANCH SITES 
with Majestic View of the ierra 20 min. to 
South Lake Tahoe in the Lush pasture land 
of Carson Valley. 5+ acre. Water Rights. 
Underground tilities. Paved treets. Great 
Terms and more. Kathy or Cole, Douglas 
Properties Inc. Realtors, 782-5700. 

THE MULTIPlE DECK GAME 

ENJOY A 2% PLAYER EDGE WITH NO CARD COUNTING. 

• A STUDY OF TEN THOUSAND HAND TRIALS 
(nol a computer simulation) 

• COMPLETE LOG AND TALLIES OF ALL OUTCOMES 
• PROTOCOL INCLUDES CASINO RULES. PLAYER OPTIONS 
• AND EASILY LEARNED 2% EDGE STRATEGY 
• CASINO PROVEN IN RENO. TAHOE AND ATLANTIC CITY 

( 

H 

OAGANICCONNECTIONS 
PO eox 3061 
MILFORD CONNECTICUT 060160 

) 

~ 193-6014 
E 1-__ ....=.A::.S~SOC~;;,:IA:::..:.TE:o:S;;:... __ 

1325 Arizona Street Boulder City, NV 8'1005 

HOMES- LAND- BUSINESS 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 

INVESTMENT CONSULTANTS 
Uve in what some call the Beverly Hills 

of Las Vegas. Views of Lake Mead, 
the golf course and mountains. 

Your needs are our goal. Home or Estate. 

BARTON HYDE-Broker 702-293-6014 

DESERT MOUNTAIN 
REALTY, INC. 

Serving all of 
Northern Nevada 

Residential • Commercial 
Bus iness Opportun ities 

Raw Land • Farm & Ranch 

1060AvenueF . East Ely, NV.89315 m 
(702) 289-8410 or (702) 289-3038 I.1J 

""&,foe ' 

Atlas Thrift 
Boomtown/ Winners/ Star . 
Boulder City Chamber of Commerce 
Bowser Realty &. Associates 
Cactus Pete's 
Caesars Tahoe 
Carson City Chamber of Commerce 
Cattlemen's 
Chevrolet Division/ Truck 
Chrysler Corporation/ Dodge 
Classified Ad 
Comstock Hotel 
Del Webb's Mint Casino/ Hotel 
Del Webb's evada Club 
Desert Mountain Realty 
Douglas Properties 
Eldorado Hotel 
Elko Heat Company 
The Elliott-Chartz House 
First Federal Savings 
Fitzgerald's 
Four Queens Hotel 
Genoa Bar Prints 
Glass Mountain Block 
Golden Fleece of evada 
Harolds Club 
Harvey's Resort Hotel 
High Desert Racing A ociation 
Hilton 
Holiday Casino 
Hyde &. Associates 
Imperial Palace 
Jensen Electric 
Karl's Silver Club 
KOA Kampground/ Lovelock 
Landmark Hotel &. Casino 
Leanin' Tree Greeting Cards 
Louis' Basque Corner 
McCarran International Airport 
Martin Hotel 
Maxim Hotel 
Motel Scott Shady Court 

evada'85 
evada Beef Council 
evada First Thrift 
evada State PurchaSing 
ew England Log Homes 

John Ascuaga's Nugget 
Pahrump Chamber of Commerce 
Palace Station Casino 
Parker'S Western Wear 
Peppermill Inn &. Casino 
Peppermill's Western Village 
Play Mate Resort Marinas 
Real Log Homes 
Riverside Casino/ Laughlin 
Security ational Bank 
Star Hotel, Elko 
Station House, Tonopah 
Stockmen's Motor Hotel 
Tuxon Electric 
UniverSity of evada Pressl 

Valiey Road Mini Storage 
Verdi Inn 
Virginia City Mint Ltd. 
Wild horse Ranch &. Resort 
Winnemucca Convention Center 
Yerington Travel 
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The Back Page 

The people who threw this 
Event sure knew what they 
were doing. They gave us 
hacks something to write 
about. 

By lohn Bardwell 
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Ww here would you expect to meet 
three dozen very tall, beautiful 
women, a famous artist, a hun-

dred media types, assorted high rollers, 
and who knows how many friends of 
somebody? In most parts of the world, 
you would find yourself at a reception, or 
perhaps a premiere, an opening. Ah, but 
this is Las Vegas, and you have found 
yourself at an Event. An Event of Sweep­
ing Proportions. A Once in a Century 
Event that deserves the attention of the 
State, the Nation, no, the Entire World! 

Hold it, you're thinking. Is this another 
slick Las Vegas hype job? Why, of course it 
is, and you won't hear anybody deny it. 
After all, that's what lots of people are paid 
good !]loney to do around here. Just as 
Hollywood creates Stars, Las Vegas can 
create Events. All that's needed are hun­
dreds of pounds of press releases, glossy 
photos, some bright lights, cameras, and, 
of course, some pretext. 

I recently attended just such an Event. 
Press releases under arm, free cocktail in 
hand, free food in mouth, and eyes filled 
with lovely sequined ladies- this is what 
it's supposed to be like, I thought. The 
folks who are throwing this bash know 
what they're doing; they're giving us old 
hacks something to write about. All this 
food and booze and beauty is costing 
plenty, and a big outfit like the Tropicana 
Hotel does not throw parties just for a tax 
write-off. Therefore, one of these gorgeous 
girls is going to become "The Ultimate 
Showgirl." Could it be that out of the 
thousands of models and dancers and 
otherwise show-biz inclined women in 
the world, that one of them here tonight is 
the Ultimate? Well, maybe not, but she'll 
have the title, and that should be enough 
to get this Event some ink. 

However, just in case there might be 
too many beautiful-girl Events going on to 
get proper notice, the hosts have thrown 
in a sweetener. The aforementioned 
famous artist and guest of honor is none 
other than LeRoy Neiman, painter of 
beautiful people, friend of the jet set, and 
under contract to the Trop to help with the 
hype. He's a bona fide celebrity, which the 
girls are not yet, and the flashing of 
strobes and pushing of photographers 
proves it. This could make People (it did) 
or Playboy (it might) . Good ink. 

Now, as Events go, this one's a real 
coup for the Tropicana. There are public 
relations people all over Vegas thumping 
themselves for letting this one get by. 
After ail, any casino in town could have 
invented the Ultimate Showgirl. It started 
a couple of years ago (which by Vegas 
standards makes this something of a tradi­
tion) as a conspiracy between Don Gugli­
elmino, the Trop's PR director, and Larry 
Lee, producer of the hotel's long running 
show, Folies Bergere. What a natural, Las 

Ultimate Showgirl Ilene Murphy, a Bay Area 
model, won fame, fortun e, and a Folies role. 

Vegas and the Ultimate Showgirl, a pag­
eant that does not require its contestants 
to bore us with batons or accordions, or 
give dramatic readings or have any interest 
in world peace. It's a bald-faced, unabashed 
beauty contest. Let Atlantic City have its 
Miss America marathon of home per­
manents and frumpy one-piece bathing 
suits. Las Vegas wants lots and lots of leg 
and flashy smiles and lots of everything in 
between. 

In all fairness, this was no gaggle of 
wiggling bimbos but a bunch of charming, 
realistic young ladies who know that good 
looks can take you places in a hurry. In 
fact, Ilene Murphy's face, figure, and charm 
are taking her all over the country as this 
year's Ultimate Showgirl. But is this the 
kind of stuff that Las Vegas should be 
fostering? How can this town be taken 
seriously with Events like this? 

Hold it. What with all these conven­
tions going on for computer enginee rs, 
college professors, judges, surgeons, and 
air-conditioner distributors, this town has 
more than its share of eggheads around at 
anyone time. And why do you think they 
come to Las Vegas, for the sea breeze? 
They come because this place is a non­
stop Event in itself. Boston and Bakers­
field have pretty girls aplenty. But Vegas 
has the Ultimate Showgirl (it must be true 
because you' re seeing it in ink) and speak­
ing for us media types, we love it. 

Now, who's volunteering to sponsor 
the Ultimate Keno Runner, Cocktail Wait­
ress, or Change Girl? Just send me the 
invitation care of this magazine. I haven't 
been to an Event in days and I'm getting a 
little thirsty. 0 

John Bardwell is a former art director of 
Nevada Magazine. He lives in Las Vegas 
because he likes the sea breeze and returns to 
Hawaii occasionally just to make a living. 

ILLUSTRATION BY JOHN BARDWELL 



• • •• :t' ,-, .. . ." . . ,: ~ ...... . :1 . : .. . ~ 
• 111. ' • • 

••• • : . 't •• 
o • • • • 
• • • 

'We~ ~ wiJj" ~ 
~ tpU4 U/u, k. 

M·IJ~! N«;Jd 
cu~.e~ 

qamU B~ 
e!za.p4 R~ 
SLoU (5'; k. $1. 
V~ 4ioI4, loG) 

Kuw. B~ 
PoJun BiySh 

PLu4. ~ PoJun, 
c. Kuw.. 

<JWzu.R~. 
(j~~pooL, 
~,~c. 

~1zOO.m4. 

Aft:illh <J~ <J~ 
S~. lJiwuH 

.P~. 1,000 
IzOO.m4 C. ~. 

.24 Iuuvz, IUJ<UH ~. 

.. :. OVER THE HOLIDAYS . ~. '.. . . . , .. ', -.. . . --. . ... . , . : .....•.... . ... : .. .... . . ~ . .... . . . , 

S~ ~ P~ 'W1ww .P4e~ c. 04~! 
IJte~s~ 

3475 .Pa4 Veya4 Bkd. So-uth .Pa4 Veya4, N~ 89109 
1-800-634-6765 (70.2) 369-5000 WX Na. 910 397 691.2 

•• -. , • .-
• •••• • ." . • • 
• f . ' . ... . · .. · " . -;. . . 
· -t· 

• e • ••• 
• •••• 
•• -.. , . . .' .". .. 

.~ .. ~ 
• •• • • 




	October 1984 - 001
	October 1984 - 002
	October 1984 - 003
	October 1984 - 004
	October 1984 - 005
	October 1984 - 006
	October 1984 - 007
	October 1984 - 008
	October 1984 - 009
	October 1984 - 010
	October 1984 - 011
	October 1984 - 012
	October 1984 - 013
	October 1984 - 014
	October 1984 - 015
	October 1984 - 016
	October 1984 - 017
	October 1984 - 018
	October 1984 - 019
	October 1984 - 020
	October 1984 - 021
	October 1984 - 022
	October 1984 - 023
	October 1984 - 024
	October 1984 - 025
	October 1984 - 026
	October 1984 - 027
	October 1984 - 028
	October 1984 - 029
	October 1984 - 030
	October 1984 - 031
	October 1984 - 032
	October 1984 - 033
	October 1984 - 034
	October 1984 - 035
	October 1984 - 036
	October 1984 - 037
	October 1984 - 038
	October 1984 - 039
	October 1984 - 040
	October 1984 - 041
	October 1984 - 042
	October 1984 - 043
	October 1984 - 044
	October 1984 - 045
	October 1984 - 046
	October 1984 - 047
	October 1984 - 048
	October 1984 - 049
	October 1984 - 050
	October 1984 - 051
	October 1984 - 052
	October 1984 - 053
	October 1984 - 054
	October 1984 - 055
	October 1984 - 056
	October 1984 - 057
	October 1984 - 058
	October 1984 - 059
	October 1984 - 060
	October 1984 - 061
	October 1984 - 062
	October 1984 - 063
	October 1984 - 064
	October 1984 - 065
	October 1984 - 066
	October 1984 - 067
	October 1984 - 068
	October 1984 - 069
	October 1984 - 070
	October 1984 - 071
	October 1984 - 072
	October 1984 - 073
	October 1984 - 074
	October 1984 - 075
	October 1984 - 076
	October 1984 - 077
	October 1984 - 078
	October 1984 - 079
	October 1984 - 080
	October 1984 - 081
	October 1984 - 082
	October 1984 - 083
	October 1984 - 084
	October 1984 - 085
	October 1984 - 086
	October 1984 - 087
	October 1984 - 088
	October 1984 - 089
	October 1984 - 090
	October 1984 - 091
	October 1984 - 092
	October 1984 - 093
	October 1984 - 094
	October 1984 - 095
	October 1984 - 096

